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Established in 1985, New Kensington CDC is 
now one of the most effective CDCs in the city. 
Its holistic approach to revitalization improves 
the quality of community life for all residents. 

How does NKCDC make a difference? It 
focuses on vacant land management, real 
estate and economic development and 
community engagement.

Vacant Land Management
•	 Cleaning and greening open spaces
•	 Organizing volunteer greening projects
•	 Maintaining more than 400 vacant lots
Real Estate and Housing Development
•	 Redeveloping abandoned buildings 

and factories for commercial uses and 
affordable housing

•	 E x p a n d i n g  h o m e o w n e r s h i p 
opportunities for low- and moderate-
income families

•	 Leveraging funding for housing 
developments

Economic Development
•	 Suppor ting local businesses and 

providing commercia l  cor r idor 
management services 

•	 Working with ar ts groups, local 
entrepreneurs and businesses

•	 Maintaining an inventory of available 
property

Community and Neighborhood 
Engagement
•	 Working with community residents to give 

voice to their concerns 
•	 Working with residents and businesses 

to create neighborhood plans for 
revitalization 

•	 Helping over 4,000 families purchase 
their first homes 

•	 Hosting homebuyer workshops and 
weatherization education

NKCDC offers free workshops for potential 
homebuyers on everything from selecting a 
realtor to getting inspections. 

So what’s next? The Nor th of Lehigh 
Revitalization Plan.

The plan will improve the neighborhood both 
physically and socially with affordable housing 
and business development. 

It wil l kick off next month with the 
groundbreaking for Orinoka Civic House. 
Orinoka will convert an abandoned textile mill 
into 51 units of affordable housing with retail 
and commercial space.

NKCDC is having a lasting impact on the 
communities in which it works. 

•	 Suppor ting financial l iteracy and 
preventing foreclosure

NKCDC housing developments and programs 
are making a difference. 

Awesometown, a former industrial site, is now 
a sustainable, mixed-income development. 

Coral Street Arts House, a former textile 
mill, provides low-income residents with 
affordable housing and gives artists affordable 
living and work space. 

Changing lives and cleaning up the 
community

H o u s i n g 
counselors do 
important work 
every day. A 
recent c l ient 
experience with 
Dianna Lynch, a 
counselor for the 
Urban League 
of Philadelphia, 
s h o w c a s e s 
tha t  hous ing 
c o u n s e l o r 
dedication.

Dianna, a housing counselor for over 15 years, 
helped Ms. Goudy prevent the foreclosure 
of her home. Ironically, when Dianna was a 
mortgage officer at a previous job she assisted 
Ms. Goudy in buying her home.

Ms. Goudy is a single mom of four. In December 
of 2009 Ms. Goudy lost her job after 11 years. 
Unemployment only provided 60 percent of 
her original income. She was eventually called 
back to her job, but after six months, she was 
laid off again.

In 2013, Ms. Goudy began a new job, but 
was still behind with her mortgage. She began 
working with Dianna and the OHCD-funded 
foreclosure prevention program. Together they 
developed a mortgage modification package 
and Ms. Goudy was granted a modification.

Dianna also worked with Ms. Goudy to 
strengthen her financial management skills. By 
taking small steps such as shopping smarter, 
Ms. Goudy has improved her overall finances.

Ms. Goudy is grateful to Dianna for what she 
did for her family. “I can’t thank you enough. 
Our paths crossed again for a reason,” Ms. 
Goudy wrote in a card to Dianna.

Great work Dianna and all the OHCD-funded 
housing counselors!

Housing Counselors 
Making a Difference

Coral Street Arts House.
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Emily Aguiar
Avon Grove High 
School
Tiger Productions, 
Jane Whitehouse

Jessica Gubanich
University of 
Notre Dame
Communications, 
OHCD

Liam Fleming
Clark University
Contract 
Administration, 
OHCD

Kiel Armstead
Engineering and 
Science High 
School
Communications, 
OHCD

Meet our Interns!

Emily Aguiar
Where are you from? West Grove, PA
Where do you go to school, and what 
year are you? I attend Avon Grove High 
School, and will be in 11th grade.
What types of activities are you 
involved with at school?  I am involved in 
our school’s Art Society program, as well as 
a teaching assistant program for our Special 
Ed classrooms.
What department are you working for 
this summer? OHCD Communications 
Department through Tiger Productions.
What types of projects are you working 
on now?  Currently we are working on 
organizing photos of OHCD developments 
going back 30 years! We are also taking 
“before” photos in areas of Philadelphia that 
will be improved by upcoming projects.
What do you find the most interesting 
part of your internship? I love being 
able to see how the city of Philadelphia has 
changed and progressed throughout the 
years; so much of its history can be traced 
through photographs.
Fun Facts!
Fun Fact About Yourself: I own chickens.
Favorite Part About Interning in Philly: I 
love getting to see different areas of the city.

Jessica Gubanich
Where are you from? Exton, PA
Where do you go to school, what year 
are you, and what degree are you 
pursuing? I’ll be a senior at Notre Dame, 
and I’m pursuing a B.A. in Political Science 
with a minor in Peace Studies.

Liam Fleming
Where are you from? Northampton, MA

Kiel Armstead
Where do you go to school, and 
what year are you? I’m a rising senior at 
Engineering and Science High School.
What activities are you involved with at 
school? I’m part of the school newspaper.
What Department are you working 
for within OHCD this summer? 
Communications.
What projects are you working on right 

What types of activities are you 
involved with at school? I work as a TA 
for the observatory at school, and am also 
part of a newly founded club that researches 
and produces work on the European Union. 
I also volunteered for a while at a halfway 
house for recently released prisoners in the 
community.
What department are you working 
for within OHCD this summer? 
Communications.
What types of projects are you working 
on now? We’re working on getting some 
websites up and running, including 
the Land Bank website and the Choice 
Neighborhood website. I also worked on 
the Year 41 Consolidated Plan, getting the 
public comments together and summarized, 
and this edition of Bulletin!
What do you find the most interesting 
part of your internship in OHCD?  I really 
like the variety of projects I get to work on, 
and I love getting to learn so much about 
how the City solves its problems, and 
especially how that’s done day-to-day.
What is the project you are working 
on as part of the Mayor’s Internship 
Program? I’m working with a team on a 
Youth Violence Prevention Collaborative 
project that is organizing an event at the end 
of the summer in Strawberry Mansion with 
local church groups. We are also trying to 
create a sustainable program to get youth 
involved in music and arts as a way to 
prevent violence in the community. 
Fun Facts!
Fun Fact About Yourself: I’m a 2nd degree 
black belt.
Favorite Part About Interning in Philly: I 
love being able to learn about and explore a 
lot of different parts of Philly that I really didn’t 
know much about.

Where do you go to school, and what 
degree are you pursuing? I go to Clark 
University, and am pursuing a Masters in 
Community Development and Planning.
What types of activities are you 
involved with at school? I do a lot of 
community service projects, and I also work 
in event planning for the school.
What Department are you working 
for within OHCD this summer? Contract 
Administration.
What do you find the most interesting 
part about your internship with OHCD? 
The work is really varied and I like that I get 
to work with a lot of different departments 
within the city government, as well as with 
partners outside of government. 
What is the project you are working 
on as part of the Mayor’s Internship 
Program? I’m working on a project with 
the Youth Violence Prevention Collaborative 
in Strawberry Mansion, planning an event in 
the local community and also trying to create 
a more long-term program for music and arts 
in the community. 
Fun Facts!
Fun Fact About Yourself: I used to be in 
a high school band and had really long hair.
Favorite Part About Interning in Philly: 
Getting to explore the city and being able to 
get to know the city from a lot of different 
views and perspectives.
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Nasir Mack
String Theory 
High School
Human Resources, 
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Nasir Mack
What school do you go to, and what 
year? I’m a rising junior at String Theory 
High School.
What types of activities are you 
involved with at school? I’m in honors 
classes and a challenge course, and I play 
the violin in the school orchestra.
What Department are you working 
for within OHCD this summer? Human 
Resources.
What projects are you working on now?  
I’m working on a draft for an Executive Report 
that our Director, Deborah McColloch, can 
look over. I’m also reviewing exit interviews, 
and will conduct one myself. 
What do you find most interesting 
about your internship with OHCD? I 
really enjoy being able to shadow people, 
and I’m really learning a lot about how both 
OHCD and the HR department works, and 
even other offices like PHDC. 
Fun Facts!
Fun Fact about Yourself: I really enjoy 
talking to people. I also love music.
Favorite part about interning in Philly: I 
really like being in Center City and being able 
to see all the buildings and the culture and 
really love the people I’ve been meeting. 

now?  I’m interviewing some people in the 
office about NACs, and I’m also conducting 
interviews for our employee newsletter and 
writing articles for this edition of Bulletin.
What do you find the most interesting 
about your internship with OHCD? I 
didn’t really know a lot about the office 
before interning, and I love learning all about 
what OHCD does and how it works.
Fun Facts!
Fun Fact About Yourself: I like writing 
short stories.
Favorite Part About Interning in Philly:  
I just love the whole experience of the 
internship.

Meet our Interns! (Continued)

Quality, affordable health insurance is coming 
to your neighborhood! 

Starting in November the BenePhilly Mobile 
Unit will cross the city to help residents 
apply for health insurance. This effort is a 
partnership between BenePhilly, OHCD’s 
Neighborhood Advisory Committees (NACs) 
and Enroll America, which connects the 
uninsured with options under the Affordable 
Care Act. 

High quality, affordable health insurance is 
no longer out of reach. People who earn 
less than about $16,000 for an individual or 
$33,000 for a family of four are eligible for 
free or extremely low-cost health insurance 
through the HealthChoices program. 

Many Philadelphians qualify for HealthChoices. 
Those who earn too much are eligible 
for plans through the Health Insurance 
Marketplace. There is a monthly cost 
associated with Marketplace plans, but four 
out of five Pennsylvanians who enrolled 
received financial help to pay for their new 
plan. 

The OHCD-funded NACs will assist with 

scheduling enrollment appointments. At 
the Mobile Unit events residents will be able 
to meet one-on-one with counselors. The 
counselors will help them choose a plan that 
best fits their needs. 

Residents can also access other public 
benefits and resources including:

•	 SNAP (Supplement Nutrition Assistance 
Program)

•	 TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families) 

•	 LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance)

•	 State and City property tax credits, 
including the PA Rent Rebate

•	 Medicaid, Medicare, and CHIP (Children 
Health Insurance Program)

The Mobile Unit is accessible to people with 
disabilities.

For more information about enrollment 
events in your community visit any NAC 
office, GCAConnector.org or call 311.

NACs spreads the word on the Affordable Care Act

Asociación Puertorriqueños en Marcha 
(APM) and Philadelphia Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation (LISC) have joined 
together with the Philadelphia Police 
Depar tment and the community to 
make the neighborhood near Eighth and 
Diamond Streets safer. This collaboration is 
implementing the Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) concept.

CPTED is a multi-disciplinary approach 
to deterring criminal behavior through 
environmental design. CPTED strategies 
rely upon influencing potential offender 
decisions before any criminal acts. The 
focus is to flood an area with positive 
activity that is developed in partnership with 
the community.

LISC brought the idea of CPTED to APM. APM 
then took lead in bringing CPTED concepts 
to the neighborhood.

The park at Eighth and Diamond used to be 
a high drug traffic area, but now because of 
CPTED features, it is a safe and clean place 
for kids and families to visit. Reducing crime 

CPTED, Impacting Neighborhoods
is a critical element of the North Central 
Philadelphia Neighborhood Transformation 
Plan, which includes Eighth and Diamond.

The program also benefits from the 
involvement of the older youth in the area 
that help mentor the kids. Dalwin Paulino 
joined the program in October 2014. “After 
school I would help the kids with their 
homework [at the local recreation center], 
and would also play games with them,” 
said Paulino. Paulino is also a Community 
Connector, funded by LISC, as part of the 
Sustainable Communities Initiative taking 
place in this neighborhood.

Pete Hopkins also par ticipates in the 
program. He interacts with younger youth, 
plays sports, and helps the children with 
their homework. “This has made the 
community stronger. The crime went down. 
It also drove drug dealing away from the 
park,” said Hopkins.

Thanks to this partnership, things are looking 
up at Eighth and Diamond!
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What sets Philadelphia’s 
Indego program apar t 
from bike share programs 
in other cities? 

A social equity strategy. 

Philadelphia has made it a 
point to put bike stations 
in low-income areas as 
well as in the high-income 
and tourist areas often 
served by bike shares. 
Indego also lets users pay 
for memberships in cash, 
something no other bike 

Bike Share is changing how Philly travels

share offers. 

“From focus groups we know that residents 
of all income levels in Philadelphia, and 
particularly those with lower incomes, are 
excited to use Indego. It can be used not 
just for transportation, but also for exercise 
and to spend more time with family and 
friends,” said Cara Ferrentino, Manager of 
Strategic Initiatives with the Mayor’s Office 
of Transportation & Utilities. 

“Indego’s success hinges on the program’s 
ability to engage with the residents who can 
benefit the most from an affordable new 
option for transportation and recreation,” 
said Ferrentino. 

Like us!
Search for OHCDphila

The Philadelphia Land Bank has launched 
a new website, making it easier to obtain 
information about publicly owned land in 
Philadelphia. Developers can learn how to 
buy land on which to build, homeowners 
can find out how to acquire a yard and 
neighborhood groups can learn how to 
obtain land for a community garden. 

The Land Bank’s goal is to return vacant 
properties to productive use. Land banks 
can clear titles to properties so that new 
owners aren’t burdened by old liens. Land 
banks can acquire tax-delinquent vacant 

properties through tax foreclosure. They 
also assist in the assemblage of land for 
community, nonprofit and for-profit uses.

When you visit the Land Bank website, you 
will see a series of tabs and drop downs 
that will make it easier to navigate your way 
through the site.

Need the Land Bank’s Strategic Plan or want 
to learn its history? Click on “About Us.” 

Are you looking for a development 
opportunity or land for a community 
garden? Visit “Are you looking for…” 

Need more help? Visit the FAQs.

 You can stay informed about the Land Bank 
by going to “What’s New” and selecting 
“Stay Informed.”  Just sign up and updates 
will be e-mailed to you. Land Bank news is 
also available via Twitter.

So go to philadelphialandbank.org and try it 
out! And let the staff at the Land Bank know 
what you think by using the feedback link at 
the bottom of the site.

NEW Land Bank Website

Follow us! 
@OHCDPhila

Bike-share station at Race and Sixth streets in Philadelphia.

The City is working to increase interest in bike 
share memberships. Through partnerships 
with the Free Library and the KEYSPOT 
network, residents can receive help signing 
up for Indego at public internet locations.

With four easily accessible stations, North 
Central Philadelphia is well-served by 
the bike share.  OHCD is working to 
revitalize North Central through a Choice 
Neighborhood Grant, and the Indego 
program complements the goals of the 
Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan. 

Greater mobility and more outlets for 
physical activity are both important to the 
revitalization of North Central Philadelphia.  
With Indego, residents are starting to see 
the new recreational options identified in 
the community planning process.

For more information about Indego, visit 
www.rideindego.com. 

Mayor Nutter enjoying bike-share in Philadelphia.


