
 

 

 

 
Philadelphia Trail Committee 
September 2013 Meeting Summary 
 

 
In attendance -  
Alan Urek, Planning Commission  
Eleanor Sharpe, Planning Commission  
Stephanie Craighead, Parks & Recreation  
Rob Armstrong, Parks & Recreation  
Jeannette Brugger, Planning Commission 
Clint Randall, Planning Commission  
Debby Schaaf, Planning Commission  
Kate McNamara, Philadelphia Industrial Development Corporation  
Nicole Hostettler, Philadelphia Water Department 
Sarah Wu, Mayor’s Office of Sustainability  
Greg Waldman, Commerce Department  
Aaron Ritz, Mayor’s Office of Transportation and Utilities 
Charles Carmalt, Mayor’s Office of Transportation and Utilities 
Harry Wilson, Streets Department 
 
Agenda -  
1. Introductions 
2. Proposed Committee Mission and Procedures  
3. Trail Network Expansion Update 
4. Review of Recent Trail Projects  
 a. Manayunk Bridge Trail  
 b. Poquessing Creek Trail  
 c. Schuylkill Boardwalk  
 d. Frankford Creek Greenway  
5. Funding Rounds and Prioritization Procedures  
 a. DVRPC Regional Trails Round 3 
 b. DCED Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program  
6. Comments, Questions, and Next Meeting  
 
Attachments -  
Philadelphia Trail Committee Mission, Responsibilities, and Procedures 
Philadelphia Trail Status: Map  
Philadelphia Trail Status: List  
Recent Funding Rounds Memo 
 
Discussion - 
1. Mission, Responsibilities, and Procedures Document  
Committee agreed with the specifics described in the document. Two comments from the Committee:  

a) Outreach could include a trail summit-type event as an opportunity for wider public outreach 
and publicity. 

b)  PPR has non-profit project guidelines in the form of an MOU for operations and 
maintenance. The PTC could use this document as a baseline.  
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2. Philadelphia Trail Project Status Report and Project Updates 
The Committee appreciated the detailed description of trail status to date and update on on-going 
projects. Several issues on on-going project were clarified by various agency staff.  
 
3. Funding Round Update 
The Committee discussed the DCED Greenways, Trail, and Recreation Funding and DVRPC Regional 
Trail Round III Funding rounds. The Committee agreed on a prioritization scheme approach for future trail 
funding rounds.  
 
4. Agency Coordination  
The PWD requested more information on upcoming projects, particularly those in conceptual design, to 
facilitate PWD involvement, where possible.  
 
5. Design of Projects and City Involvement  
The Streets Department requested more involvement in the design phase of projects, as inadequate or ill-
informed design of trails in relation to street facilities, such as crosswalks and drainage, has been an 
issue in the past.  
 
Next Steps – 
1. Finalize Mission, Responsibilities, and Procedures  
2. Clarify other procedures, such as coordination with non-profit partner design teams  
3. Coordinate with Advisory Committee to communicate Committee structure and AC involvement   
4. Next meeting – November 2013 


