
PHILADELPHIA CITY 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Meeting of 

February 19, 2013 



2.  Executive Director’s Update 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
• Citizens Planning Institute Spring 2013 Semester 

 

• Central District Plan Public Meeting: 
Wednesday 2/27, 5:00-7:30 p.m. 
Conversation Hall, 2nd floor of City Hall 
 

• Frankford Transportation Center 
Community Visioning Workshop: 
Saturday 3/2, 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Aria Health Community Room, 4900 Frankford Avenue 
 



2.  Executive Director’s Update 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
• Civic Design Review Committee Meeting: 

Tuesday 3/5, 1:00 p.m. 
 

• Change of PCPC April Meeting Date: 
Thursday 4/18, 1:00 p.m. 
 

• Items for Administrative Approval : 
 

a) Redevelopment Agreement: 1309-13 and 1319 
North 6th Street; 

 



2.  Executive Director’s Update 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

• Items for Administrative Approval  (Continued): 
  

b) Sideyards: 1410 North 56th Street 
3516 North Water Street 
3134 Page Street; 
 

c) Zoning Bill 130022: Sidewalk Café, 824 S. 8th Street; 
 

d) Zoning Bill 130079: Sidewalk Café, 119 S. 39th Street; 
 

e) Streets Bill 130083: Right-of-Way from Front Street to 
I-95, north of Callowhill Street. 
 
 

 



2.  Executive Director’s Update 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
• Streets Bill 130064: Time extension for Bill 120396, 

authorizing sidewalk encroachments on the 300 
block of Spring Garden Street. Staff recommends 
that this bill not be approved. 

  
 
 

 
 



Staff Presentation 

3.  Philadelphia2035 Annual Update 

Presented by: Danielle DiLeo Kim and Alan Urek 
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from the American 
Planning Association,
Pennsylvania Chapter
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Zoning Administrative Manual and
Quick Reference Guide released 

NEW ZONING CODE
TAKES EFFECT

CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW
COMMITTEE BEGINS
MONTHLY MEETINGS

August 22, 2012

162
PARTICIPANTS    

WEST PARK DISTRICT PLAN
Philadelphia Business

& Technology Center
from I-1 to CMX-3

REDUCING ZBA ACTIONS

One goal of the new zoning code 

is greater predictability: more, 

appropriate projects built 

“by right” and fewer projects 

need action by the Zoning Board 

of Adjustment (ZBA) to proceed. 

FY10
(baseline)

FY13

FY14

FY15

FY16

ZBA Actions, such as variances
Projects by Right

33%

GOAL: 10% reduction of ZBA actions per year

OLD CODE      NEW CODE

Pages in code

Zoning districts

Overlay zoning districts

Supporting illustrations

Easy-to-interpret tables 
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FORMER FIRE HYDRANT PUMPING STATION
Race Street and Christopher Columbus Boulevard

 This 10,000-square-foot building 
will be adaptively reused by the 
Philadelphia Live Arts Festival

 

and Philly Fringe to feature 
year-round programming.

It will link the Old City 
neighborhood to the burgeoning 
Delaware River waterfront.

DIVINE 
LORRAINE

Intersection of 
North Broad Street, 
Ridge Avenue and 
Fairmount Avenue

THE READING VIADUCT

Built by the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad in 1893, it was used as an 
approach to the new Reading Terminal.

Ceased operation in 1984 upon the 
opening of the Center City commuter 
rail connection.

• Designed by architect Willis Hale in 1893

• “Lorraine Apartments” was one of city’s 
 first high-rise, luxury apartment houses

• Developed by Father Divine as the first 
 racially integrated hotel in 1948

• Building closed in 1999

• Listed on the National Register 
 of Historic Places in 2002

• Purchased at sheriff’s sale in October 
 2012 by a developer

The Center City District 
(CCD) completed a study 
and cost estimate in 
2011 for transforming the 
entire viaduct into an 
elevated park.  

In 2012 construction 
documents were 
completed for a first phase: 
the western spur of the 
Reading Viaduct extending 
from Broad Street to 11th 
Street between Vine and 
Callowhill Streets. The 
design emerged through 
a collaborative planning 
process in partnership 
with the City’s Commerce 
Department and 
Philadelphia Parks 
and Recreation.

Currently, CCD and 
the City are working on
a lease with SEPTA in 
order to begin fundraising 
and implementation for 
phase one. 

This section of the viaduct 
is less than 1/4 of a mile 
long, but it is an important 
first step for the overall 
transformative project. 
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Photo: Philadelphia Historic Commission

Rendering: WRT, courtesy of Philadelphia Live Arts Festival

Rendering: Studio Bryan Hanes, courtesy of Center City District
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Action Item 

Adoption of the Callowhill- 
Chinatown North Strategic Plan  

Presented by: 
Laura M. Spina and  
Marian Hull, URS Corporation 
 

4.  

Location 



CONTEXT 
Philadelphia2035:  

 

> The Callowhill-Chinatown North Strategic Plan, when adopted 
by the Philadelphia City Planning Commission (PCPC), will 
become an official supplement to Philadelphia2035, the City’s 
comprehensive plan.  The plan’s recommendations will have 
equal standing to recommendations in adopted 
Philadelphia2035 documents and will inform ongoing and 
future PCPC work and policies. 

 



Action Item 

Staff Recommendation:  
Adoption 
 
 
 
 
 

Action Item 

Adoption of the Callowhill- 
Chinatown North Strategic Plan  

4.  



Staff Presentation  

Report of the Civic Design Review 
Committee of February 5, 2013 
 

Presented by: Nancy Rogo-Trainer 
 

5.  

Location 



Action Item 

6.  Zoning Bill 130060  
 
Remap Simpson House, 2101 Belmont 
Avenue, from RSA1 to SPINS 

Presented by: Marty Gregorski 
 
 

Location 



Existing Zoning 
 

NORTH 





Zoning 
 

Existing Zoning 
 

Proposed Zoning 
 

NORTH NORTH 

Institutional 
(Special Purpose) 

District 

 

Residential 
Single Family 

Attached 

 





CONTEXT 
THRIVE:  
> Encourage institutional and expansion through policy 

and careful consideration of lad resources (2.3.1) 
> Create cooperative relationships between institutions 

and neighbors (2.3.2) 
 



Action Item 

Staff Recommendation:  
Approval 
 
 
 

6.  Zoning Bill 130060  
 
Remap Simpson House, 2101 Belmont 
Avenue, from RSA1 to SPINS 



Action Item 

St. Joseph’s University Zoning 
Remapping Actions 
 
. 

 

Presented by: Marty Gregorski 
 

7.  

Location 



 

A. Zoning Bill 130061 - to remap the area bounded by Overbrook Avenue, 54th Street, Woodbine 
Avenue, Wynnefield Avenue, and 56th Street from RSA2 to SPINS. 

B. Zoning Bill 130062 - to remap the area bounded by City, Cardinal, and Overbrook Avenues, and  
59th Street from RSD3 to SPINS. 

C. Zoning Bill 130063 - to remap the area bounded by City Avenue, 52nd Street, Overbrook Avenue, 
and 54th Street from CMX2.5 to SPINS. 

 

 

C. A. 

B. 



Action Item 

Staff Recommendation:  
Request for 45 Day Review Period to 
allow for March 5th CDR Meeting.   
 
 

St. Joseph’s University Zoning 
Remapping Actions 

7.  



Action Item 

8.  Zoning Bill 130007 
 
Rezone the Philadelphia 
International Airport to SP-AIR 

Presented by: Sarah Chiu 
 

Location 



Bill No. 130007 changes 
the zoning designations 
of land bounded by:  
 
the County Border,  
I-95,  
86th St,  
Bartram Ave,  
84th St,  
Mario Lanza Blvd,  
Island Ave,  
Penrose Ave,  
I-95,  
the Schuylkill River and  
the Delaware River  





NORTH 









> Embark on longer-term land-side improvements beyond 
current PHL footprint.(4.4.1) 

CONTEXT 
CONNECT:  



Action Item 

8.  

Staff Recommendation:  
Approval  
 
 
 

Zoning Bill 130007 
 
Rezone the Philadelphia 
International Airport to SP-AIR 



Action Item 

9.  Zoning Bill 130080 
 
Remap the area bounded by 
Mifflin, South Broad, McKean, 
and South 15th Streets 

Presented by: Paula Brumbelow 
 

Location 



Existing Site 
 



Existing Zoning 
 



Zoning 
 

Existing Zoning 
 

Proposed Zoning 
 

NORTH NORTH 



CONTEXT 
THRIVE:  
> Focus commercial zoning on the strongest retail blocks 

of commercial corridors (1.1.2.a) 



Action Item 

9.  

Staff Recommendation:  
Approval  
 
 
 

Zoning Bill 130080 
 
Remap the area bounded by 
Mifflin, South Broad, McKean, 
and South 15th Streets 



Action Item 

10.  Streets Bill 130003 
 
To authorize a sidewalk café at 
747 N 25th Street 

Presented by: Sarah Chiu 
 

Location 



Aspen Street 



Aspen Street 
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Service Station 



Action Item 

10.  Streets Bill 130003 
 
To authorize a sidewalk café at 
747 N 25th Street 

Staff Recommendation:  
Approval with recommendation of 
allowing 2 tables and 4 chairs to be 
placed on the footway of N 25th Street 
 
 
 



Thank You 

Next City Planning Commission Meeting 
March 19, 2013 



Action Item 

11.  Streets Bill 130022 
 
To authorize a sidewalk café at 
824 S 8th Street 

Presented by: Sarah Chiu 
 

Location 





12’-0” 
6’-6” 

2’-6” 



Action Item 

11.  Streets Bill 130022 
 
To authorize a sidewalk café at 
824 S 8th Street 

Staff Recommendation:  
Approval  
 
 
 



Action Item 

10.  Streets 130083 to authorize a 
utility right-of-way from the 
western side of Front Street to 
I-95, north of Callowhill Street 

Presented by: Sarah Chiu 
 

Location 



Action Item 

13.  Streets Bill 130079 
 
To authorize a sidewalk café at 
119 S 39th Street 

Presented by: Sarah Chiu 
 

Location 





Plan 
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