CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH

Thursday, February 14, 2013

A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, February 14, 2013, in the
Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, Room 1450.

Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; Maria J. Gold, MD; Shannon P. Marquez,
MEng, PhD; Scott McNeal, DO; Susan Schewel, NP, PhD; Donald F. Schwarz. MD, MPH;
Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc

Attendees: Frances Audachi; Karen Benabou; Ry Bloomdahl; Ted Corban; Bill Epstein; Nan
Feyler; Sandra Greene; Jen Horowitz; Tawana Johns; Sara Kinson; Auden Lier; Giridhar Mallya,
MD; Jeff Moran; Ruby Olyronbi; Doreen Panzarella; Lauren Parker; Rebecca Prosser; Carol
Rogers; Audrey Ann Roos; Lizzy Schmidt; Jennifer Schockenoeth; Netta Schroff; Star Tiko;
Kevin Vaughan; D. Zubrow

Review of Minutes

Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called the meeting to order at
5:40 PM. He asked for additions or corrections to the minutes of the meeting of September 13,
2012. It was moved that the minutes be approved as submitted. The motion was seconded.
Motion passed.

Welcome

Dr. Schwarz welcomed Members of the Board, guests, and students of the Drexel School of
Public Health and the Drexel School of Medicine MD/MPH Program.

He welcomed and introduced to the Board Sarah Kinsman, MD, PhD, who has recently been
appointed Director of the Department of Public Health’s Division of Maternal and Child and
Family Health.

Reproductive Health Resolution

Dr. Schwarz called upon Dr. Susan Schewel to introduce a proposed resolution on
comprehensive reproductive health care. (Attachment A).

Dr. Schewel offered the Board a profile of Philadelphia--area women calling a helpline for
reproductive healthcare assistance in a single day. Of the fourteen callers in a four-hour period,
seven required financial assistance to pay for an abortion. The women, ranging from 18 to 39
years-of-age, had an average monthly income of $618. All had been given cost estimates
between $350 and $450 for an abortion, and none had medical coverage to pay for the procedure.



Dr. Schewel said that the resolution addresses the basic unfairness of public policies that deprive
poor women of the ability to make personal health decisions. She said that the resolution before
the Board is similar to resolutions being introduced in other jurisdictions around the country, and
moved that the Board formally adopt the resolution. Dr. Robert Sharrar seconded the motion.

Dr. Marla Gold asked Dr. Schwarz to describe, in general terms, a Board of Heath Resolution. A
resolution, he said, is a Board approved statement of public record that the department will
disseminate to the public and public officials or other parties named within it.

Dr. Gold observed that the resolution supports not only abortion services, but also a full range of
affordable reproductive healthcare services and healthcare services across the lifespan of a
woman.

Dr. Schwarz said that a health impact pyramid model of public health--promulgated by the
Director of the Centers for Disease Control--establishes socio-economic factors such as housing,
employment, poverty, and education as a base needed to support public health. These factors are
largely not controlled by public health officials. However, one of the most important factors
influencing the well-being of women in society and their socio-economic status is the ability to
control fertility. Providing women with affordable reproductive health care, therefore, has
considerable impacts on all facets of health.

Dr. Schwarz asked for any additional comment. He called for a vote on the resolution.
Resolution passed unanimously.

Before closing the meeting, Dr. Schwarz told the Board that the position of the City
Administration is that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania should expand Medicaid as outlined
in the Affordable Care Act. He indicated that the Board might be called upon in the future to
examine this issue and provide public support and comment. He said, at the next meeting, the
Department will provide the Board with a summary on any newly available data on the subject.

Dr. Schwarz thanked the Board. He adjourned the meeting at 6:05 PM.



