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PURPOSE

To establish criteria for application of code requirements to decks, porches, and access thereto located
at the front, side, rear, and roof level (low sloped <2:12) of one and two family dwellings.

BACKGROUND

On July 5, 1996, an ordinance was passed that significantly altered the requirements for decks and
patios. The purpose of these “deck ordinance” changes was to remove restrictions for decks in the rear
yards of one and two family dwellings. These changes created some confusion for applying Zoning
Code requirements to decks outside of the rear yards of one and two family dwellings.

POLICY
A. Decks/Patios

The current edition of the Zoning Code defines a deck/patio as “an open structure at least twelve (12)
inches above the ground which is located in the front yard, rear yard, side yard or court of a property.”
When a deck has a roof and wall enclosures that keep out the elements, it ceases to be a deck and
must be reviewed as an addition.

Sections 14-231, 14-313, and 14-1109 of the Zoning Code prohibit decks and patios from the front and
side yards of properties. Given the current definition of deck/patio and the constraints of these Sections,
a deck may only be constructed at the rear of a property.

B. Porches

The Zoning Code does not define “porch” although many existing homes in the City have them. For
purposes of this policy, the Department defines a porch as “an open-sided roofed structure attached to
the first floor level of a one or two family dwelling.”

C. Privacy Screens

Sections 14-231, 14-313, and 14-1109 of the Zoning Code stipulate that decks may not be enclosed by
walls but may be enclosed by a fence up to forty-two (42) inches in height. Decks offer little privacy to
the user of the deck or adjacent property occupants. The construction of a privacy screen parallel to
the property line affords some privacy without “enclosing” the deck. They should not be considered as
walls or enclosures.

DIRECTION

Based on the Department’s policies, examiners will apply the following directives in reviewing permit
applications:
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A. Decks/Patios'
1. Decks are not permitted in the required front or side yard.

2. Decks without cover, steps, or wall enclosures that are located in the rear yard must
conform to the requirements of the appropriate portions of Sections 14-231, 14-313, and 14-
1109 as changed by the “deck ordinance” in 1996.

3. Decks with cover, steps, or wall enclosures that are located in the rear yard must conform to
the zoning requirements for an addition to be approved.

4. Decks with cover, and with enclosures to keep out the elements, located in the front or side
yard shall be considered additions, and must conform to the zoning requirements for an
addition to be approved.

5. Decks without cover located at the roof level must conform to all the following:
¢ The deck shall be set back a minimum of eight (8) feet from the front wall of the building
¢ The deck shall be enclosed by a guard rail forty-two (42) inches in height

¢ The deck is to be used primarily for private recreational purposes by the occupants of the
dwelling

A roof deck meeting all the conditions above shall be considered a permitted appurtenance
and is not subject to the building height limitations of the subject zoning district, provided that
no part of the deck extends more than thirty (30) inches above a plane that is midway
between the lowest and the highest points of the roof surface.

6. Existing decks, legally permitted prior to the issuance of this Code Bulletin may be replaced
in kind.

B. Access Structures (i.e. Pilothouses)
Roof deck access structures:
¢ Shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height
¢ Shall not cover an area larger than forty-eight (48) square feet
¢ Shall not be used for storage or any purpose other than access to the roof deck

Structures meeting all of the above shall be considered a permitted appurtenance and are not
subject to the building height limitations of the subject zoning district.

C. Porches

1. A porch may be permitted in the front yard provided it meets all the setback and area
reguirements for an addition.

2. In existing construction, front porches may be replaced in kind.
D. Privacy Screens
Privacy screens may be permitted on decks provided they meet the following criteria:
e Maximum height of the screen is five (5) feet
¢ The screen is installed on a deck located within eighteen (18) inches of the property line

e Screens may only be installed parallel to the side property/lot lines

1 Criteria for roof decks and access structures are taken from Zoning Code Commission draft language for new
Zoning Code.






