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1. Introduction 
 

This guideline consolidates the regulations and procedures of multiple city departments related 
to the use of explosives for blasting operations within the City.  

 
2. Scope 

 
This document is designed as a reference to assist in the planning efforts of both city 
departments and contractors for all blasting operations.     
 

3. Reference Documents 
 

Document Type Document Name 
Attachment 

Number 

Philadelphia Code Title 10, Chapter 10-400:  Noise and Excessive Vibration 1 
City of Philadelphia Fire Code 2007, Chapter 33, Section 3301 2 
Philadelphia Code Title 3, Chapter 3-200:  Air Management / Prohibited 
Activities 

3 

Air Management Regulation II Section VIII 4 

Regulatory 

Asbestos Control Regulation 5 
Department of Licenses and Inspections:  Application for an Operation 
Permit (Hot Works, Use of Explosives, Sale of Fireworks, Open Burning, and 
Transport of Explosives) 

6 

Department of Streets:  Application for Street Closure Permit 7 
Permit 

Water Department:  Fire Hydrant Permitting Procedure 8 
Survey Emergency Management:  Blasting Operations Questionnaire 9 

Operations/ Dust Control Plan Template 10 
Guidance Office of the Director of Finance, Risk Management Division 

Demolition/Implosion Minimum Insurance Requirements 
11 
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City Agency Responsibilities 

 
The table below identifies the City agencies with responsibilities during the planning 
process and on the day-of blasting/demolition operation. 
 

Department Overview of Responsibilities 

Managing Director’s 
Office of Emergency 

Management 
(MDO-OEM) 

� Permitting and Planning 
o Ensure appropriate City and external agencies and 

organizations are notified  
o Coordinate planning process for building demolition 

operations 
o Work with contractor to conduct public outreach 

� Day-of Operations 
o Deploy Command Post 1 
o Coordinate day-of on scene operations for building 

demolitions 
 

Finance/Risk 
Management 

� Permitting and Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 
o Establish insurance, bonding or credit line requirements 

and evaluate certificates of insurance for compliance 
o Establish personal safety requirements for City 

employees and the public 
� Day-of Operations 

o Ensure appropriate personal protective equipment is 
provided to City employees and the public  

o Document and evaluate potential claims against the City 
 

Fire  
(PFD) 

� Permitting and Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 
o Review and evaluate applicant’s qualifications and 

methods and approve permit  
� Day-of Operations 

o Deploy fire and paramedic equipment for day-of 
operations  

o Deploy snorkel equipment to wet rubble immediately 
after implosion for day-of operations 

 

Licenses and 
Inspections 

(L&I) 

� Permitting and Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 
o Management of permitting process 

� Receive permit application 
� Collect documentation to support permit 

application and distribute to appropriate agencies  
� Notify agencies of application submittal 
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Department Overview of Responsibilities 

� Issue permit 
� Day-of Operations 

o Inspect surrounding buildings post-blast 
 

Police  
(PPD) 

� Permitting and Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 
o Review and evaluate applicant’s qualifications and 

methods and approve permit 
o Provide escorts for transport of explosives  

� Day-of Operations 
o Ensure safe transport of explosives to work site 
o Ensure security of explosives at work site 
o Enforce perimeter to control crowds  
o Implement road closures, detour routes, and approve 

road openings 
 

Public Health 
(PDPH) 

� Permitting and Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 
o Evaluate potential public health impacts for all blasting 

operations, with special attention to the effects of dust 
generated from the operation 

o Evaluate applicant’s methods for controlling dust and 
approve permit 

o Approve Operations / Dust Control Plan 
� Day-of Operations 

o Verify contractor's dust and air monitoring locations, lead 
dust swipe location, and seismograph location 

o Oversee dust clean-up 
. 

Streets  

� Permitting And Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 
o Notify utilities through Committee of Highway 

Supervisors 
o Provide street closure permits 
o Coordinate with PPD Traffic for road closures 

� Day-of Operations 
o Provide for street cleaning and flushing 

  

Water 

� Permitting And Planning 
o Participate in planning process for operation 

� Day-of Operations 
o Inspect underground water infrastructure before and after 

blasting 
o Work with contractor to ensure proper management of 

water runoff from cleanup 
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Process Overview 

Application and Review Process 

Time Constraints 

 
Applications for blasting related to a building demolition must be submitted at least 90 
days prior to blasting, and applications for blasting related for other purposes must be 
submitted at least 21 days prior to the date desired for conducting the operation.   
 
The use of explosives for building demolition is prohibited from December 16th to March 
1st, unless a waiver is granted by the Managing Director.  No blasting operations will be 
permitted in subfreezing temperatures. 
 
Demolition of structures using explosives must be conducted on a Sunday morning 
starting at sunrise, unless a waiver is granted by the Managing Director. 

License Requirements 

 
Contractors seeking to conduct blasting/demolition operations within the City must have a 
valid Pennsylvania Blaster’s License and a valid City of Philadelphia Blaster’s License. 

Permit Application Submission 

 
Licensed contractors must apply for a permit [Department of Licenses and Inspections – 
Application for an Operation Permit (Hot Works, Use of Explosives, Sale of Fireworks, 
Open Burning, and Transport of Explosives)], complete a Blasting Operations 
Questionnaire, and submit the following supporting documentation to the Department of 
Licenses and Inspections: 
 

o Copy of Pennsylvania Blaster’s License 
o Copy of Philadelphia Blaster’s License 
o Copy of Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms User of High Explosive License 
o Verification that PA One-call system was contacted 
o For building demolitions, Draft Operations/Dust Control Plan (it is important to note 

that this draft will be finalized during the planning process) 
o Asbestos Inspection Report (AIR) 
o For street closures, Philadelphia Street Closure Permit 
o For hydrant use, Philadelphia Fire Hydrant Permit 

Initial Notifications and Review 

 
Once the documentation has been submitted, the Department of Licenses and 
Inspections will notify: 
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o Fire – Fire Code Unit; 
o Health – Air Management Services; 
o Office of the Director of Finance, Risk Management Division;  
o Office of Emergency Management; 
o Police – Bomb Disposal Unit 
o Streets; and 
o Water 

 
This notification will inform the above-listed agencies that a permit application has been 
submitted and is being forwarded to the Fire and Police Departments for initial review. 
 
The Department of Licenses and Inspections will forward copies of all documentation to 
the Fire and Police Departments who will review the material and determine the 
contractor’s fitness to perform the work based on the qualifications and methods 
described.  The Fire Department will also conduct a reference check. 
 
The Fire and Police Departments will respond to the Department of Licenses and 
Inspections as to whether the permit may be processed further or should be rejected. 
 
If the application is accepted, the Department of Licenses and Inspections will notify: 

o Councilperson of the District in which the operation will occur; 
o Fire – Fire Code Unit; 
o Health – Air Management Services; 
o Office of the Director of Finance, Risk Management Division;  
o Office of Emergency Management; 
o Police – Bomb Disposal Unit, 
o Streets; and 
o Water 

 
This notification will inform the above-listed agencies that a permit application has been 
submitted and approved for further action by the Fire and Police Departments.  The 
submitted documentation will be forwarded to the above-listed agencies. 

Permit Approval 

 
The Department of Licenses and Inspections – Application for an Operation Permit (Hot 
Works, Use of Explosives, Sale of Fireworks, Open Burning, and Transport of Explosives) 
will not be issued until the following City agencies approve the permit: 
 

o Fire – Fire Code Unit; 
o Health – Air Management Services; 
o Licenses and Inspections; 
o Office of the Director of Finance, Risk Management Division;  
o Office of Emergency Management; 
o Police – Bomb Disposal Unit, 
o Streets; and 
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o Water 

 

Operational Planning 

 
The Office of Emergency Management will review the material and consult with the 
Department of Licenses and Inspections and the Fire and Police Departments to 
determine the level of pre-event planning necessary for the operation.  Options include: 
 

o No pre-event planning 
o Limited pre-event planning:  coordination via telephone and e-mail 
o Operational Plan Development:  coordination via face-to-face meetings 

o At least one planning meeting of all City agencies and external stakeholders 
with the contractor will occur for blasting operations related to building 
demolition. 

 
Once determined, the Office of Emergency Management will notify the relevant City and 
external agencies of the planning process that will be undertaken. 

Required Plan Documents 

 
Regardless of the level of pre-event planning, the following documents must be created to 
support any blasting/demolition operation: 

Explosives Movement, Security, and Method of Blasting Plan 

 
This is a coordinated plan between the contractor and the Philadelphia Police Department 
Bomb Disposal Unit that details the method of blasting, explosives movement, and 
security operations. 

Operations/Dust Control Plan 

 
Implosions are complex multi-agency operations that require close coordination amongst 
contractors, the City, and other stakeholders to ensure the health and safety of the public.  
This is especially true since implosions can generate large amounts of dust that can 
impact adjacent neighborhoods and can be carried downwind to considerable distance.   
 
To manage the operation and ensure dust control is a priority consideration, the City 
requires the contractor to develop an Operations/Dust Control Plan.  A draft of this plan 
must be submitted at the time the permit application is submitted and must be finalized 
during the planning process at least (43 days) six weeks prior to the demolition date.     
 
A plan template can be found in Attachment 10. 
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Health and Safety Planning 

 
The primary objective of the Health and Safety portion of the Operations/Dust Control 
Plan is to minimize the exposure of the public to the dust that will be generated.  The plan 
should focus on: 
 

• Public outreach and awareness (see next section for detailed information) 
• Evacuation and sheltering 
• Use of proper respiratory protection for those who are at risk of exposure 
• Proper clean-up of impacted areas  
• Air monitoring for particulates, including lead and asbestos 

Dust Impact Zone 

 
The site of the implosion, including the location, the condition of the neighborhood, the 
structure of the building to be imploded (area, height, type and the age) and the prevailing 
wind direction must be analyzed in order to establish a Dust Impact Zone (DIZ).  
 
A map of the DIZ must be included in the plan.  This map must include the inner and 
outer perimeters with recommended perimeter control points shown and evacuation 
area(s).   
 
The inner and outer perimeters are used to control and regulate the traffic, travel and 
parking in the DIZ.  The inner perimeter should be at least one block around the implosion 
site secured by police and barricades, with absolutely no entry, traffic or parking.  The 
outer perimeter should be an additional several blocks beyond the inner perimeter 
secured by police and barricades, with no entry, traffic or parking behind this line except 
authorized personnel and vehicles with a permit.  Residents that own cars inside the outer 
perimeter should be instructed to park their cars in designated safe parking areas. 

Public Health Assessment and Planning (Lead, Asbestos, and Rodents) 

 
A survey of lead contamination risk must be included in the Operations/Dust Control Plan.  
If necessary, lead abatement must be performed prior to demolition.  Plans to remove 
lead must be reviewed with the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Unit (215) 685-6551.  
 
An Asbestos Inspection Report (AIR) must be included with the permit application.  The 
asbestos inspection must be performed by a City of Philadelphia licensed Asbestos 
Investigator.  Prior to demolition, all friable asbestos and any non-friable asbestos 
materials that will be rendered friable must be removed by a licensed abatement 
contractor.  Asbestos notifications, permits and plans for removal must be approved by 
the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Air Management Services, and Hazardous 
Air Pollutants Unit (215) 685-7576. 
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Rodent and pest infestations must be abated prior to implosion as well. Plans for rodent 
abatement may be reviewed with the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Vector 
Control Unit (215) 685-9700.  

Air Monitoring 

 
An air-monitoring contractor, certified for lead and asbestos testing, shall be retained to 
take and analyze air and “dust wipe” samples in the vicinity of the implosion.  The 
sampling and analysis is to measure concentrations of ambient particulate, lead and 
asbestos, and must be conducted using approved EPA and NIOSH Test Methods.  Lead 
presence must be determined on digested materials using EPA method SW846/7420.  
Documentation must be submitted showing laboratory participation in a recognized 
proficiency program (i.e. ELPAT of NLLAP for lead). 
 
Pre-implosion testing must include:  

1. Respirable dust (air) 
2. TEM asbestos (air) 
3. Lead dust on surfaces (wipes) 

 
Air samples must be collected along the Dust impact Zone perimeter in all directions 
around the implosion site; eight samples for each type of analysis.  Wipe samples must 
be collected on window ledges; eight sample locations. 
 
During-implosion testing (immediately prior to and fifteen minutes after) must include: 

1. Respirable dust (air) 
2. TEM asbestos (air) 

 
Post-implosion testing must include: 

1. Respirable dust (air) 
2. TEM asbestos (air) 
3. Lead dust on surfaces (wipes) 

 
Copies of the results from all the tests must be submitted to PDPH-AMS as soon as 
available.  PDPH-AMS may perform additional testing using other dust monitoring 
techniques, as deemed appropriate. 

Seismographic Monitoring 

 
A site survey must be conducted prior to the implosion, identifying the various types of 
building structures in the area.  The exterior surface of the existing buildings within the 
Dust Impact Zone must be photographed, videotaped, and structural conditions recorded.  
If needed, considerations must be given to covering buildings near the Site with black 
geotextile fabric to prevent damage to windows and doors during the implosion.  
Seismographic monitoring and air over pressure test equipment must be set between the 
implosion site and existing buildings.  
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Copies of the test results must be submitted to Department of Licenses and Inspections. 

Protecting HVAC Systems 

 
During the Site Survey, HVAC systems within the Dust Impact Zone must be identified 
and the risk of dust infiltration determined by the Contractor.  If protection is needed, the 
system must be covered with polyethylene sheets prior to the implosion by the 
Contractor.   
 
The Contractor must coordinate with entities outside the Dust Impact Zone to protect 
HVAC systems as deemed appropriate.  The entities must be notified about the possible 
increase in registered dust levels on the systems due to the implosion at least five days 
before implosion. 
 
The buildings within the Dust Impact Zone shall be required to have windows, doors, 
vents, and openings shut or closed prior to the implosion. Any additional protection 
needed for HVAC systems, windows or vents in the Dust Impact Zone shall be addressed 
by the contractor. 

Protecting Park Space 

 
In park areas within the Dust Impact Zone the contractor must lay a covering of sufficient 
strength. In addition, park areas that have a dust covering must be rinsed to prevent the 
dust from becoming airborne.  

Personnel Protective Equipment 

 
The Dust Control portion of the Operations/Dust Control Plan must include provisions for 
personnel protective equipment.  Protective dust masks, protective eyewear, and hearing 
protection must be provided for all implosion contractors, City personnel, and other 
people required within the Evacuation and Dust Impact Zones.  
 
Respiratory protection minimum requirement is N95 NIOSH approved disposable half 
mask particulate respirator with exhalation valve with dual strap and recommended for 
use up to 10X PEL or as referenced in OSHA standard, whichever is lower.   The 
particular model of dust mask must be pre-approved by the Office of Risk Management. 
 
Hearing protection must be disposable earplugs made of polymer foam that allows 
earplugs to expand and conform to the wearer's ear canal.  It should have a Noise 
Reduction Rating (NRR) of at least 29dB. 
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Operational Planning 

 
The Contractor in coordination with City agencies and other stakeholders must prepare 
an Operations Section of the Operations/Dust Control Plan.  This portion of the plan 
focuses on activities the contractor, City agencies, and other stakeholders will take to 
manage the implosion operation. 

 

Traffic Control 

 
Using the Dust Impact Zone boundaries, the Contractor must coordinate with the Police 
and Fire Departments to develop a Traffic Control Plan, which identifies roads that will 
need to be temporarily shutdown to vehicular traffic.  The Contractor must also coordinate 
with public transportation providers (Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, 
Delaware River Port Authority, New Jersey Transit, and Amtrak) on rerouting or halting of 
public transportation.  

Air Space Restrictions 

 
The Office of Emergency Management will coordinate with the Department of Aviation 
and the Federal Aviation Administration on any necessary air traffic restrictions.   

Reception Center 

 
The Office of Emergency Management will coordinate with the Contractor and other 
stakeholders to provide a Reception Center for residents who must evacuate.  If 
necessary, the Contractor will provide transportation to the Reception Center. 

Pets 

 
The Office of Emergency Management will coordinate with the Pennsylvania Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the Contractor to address any issues related to 
pets.  

Cleanup 

 
Since moisture keeps down the amount of air borne dust, immediate wetting of the debris 
pile is critical.  The cleanup can begin once the "all clear" is given by the Contractor, PPD, 
and PFD.  
 
The clean up procedures will depend on the degree of dust impact.  In areas heavily 
impacted, individuals using hand sprayers will wash down buildings and roofs. After the 
buildings are sufficiently clean, the hand spraying should be directed toward washing the 
dust from the sidewalks into the street.  The contractor will be responsible for procuring 



Blasting Operations Procedure  
Issued:  5/15/09 Revision Date:  Page 12 of 51 

 

personnel and equipment for hand spraying, with approval by PDPH-AMS that this work 
has been satisfactorily completed. 
 
The Streets Department will provide, at the Contractor’s expense, mechanical sweeping 
and flusher service, with city personnel and equipment.  The street flushers will lightly 
spray the street, and the mechanical sweepers will follow.  A heavier flushing will follow 
this, and the remaining material will be hand swept from the gutters and collected. The 
final clearance of the area will be given by PDPH-AMS and PPD and reported to the 
Command Post.  As each subdivision is cleared, the traffic restrictions will be lifted. 
 
In areas with a lighter impact, the above process will be followed except that the step 
involving the light spray and mechanical sweeping will be omitted. 
 
As demolition and subsequent debris loading, crushing and trucking progresses, the 
rubble and debris must be misted with water continuously whenever dry conditions 
prevail, and watered down when dust is observed.  The site should not be wet to the 
extent of puddling or where it would create adverse conditions such as mud or ice.  Haul 
routes out of the site should also be maintained in a condition that will not cause a 
nuisance to the community or environment.  The route must be swept and hosed twice 
daily or as necessary to keep down dusting as well as prevent tracking of mud and dirt on 
to the streets. 
 

Cleanup of Hazardous Materials 

 
In order to protect the environment and our natural water resources, the disposal of fuels, 
oils, bitumens, calcium chloride, acids or other harmful materials found on site must be in 
compliance with Federal, State, and Local laws.  Machinery must be checked daily for 
excessive leaking and repairs made as needed.  Refueling of machinery must be 
performed on a concrete pad to prevent spillage on the ground.  All spillage on the pad 
must be solidified or absorbed and disposed of properly.  Water used for dust control 
must not be allowed to mix with any contaminant on the site. 

Public Outreach 

 
The contractor is responsible for conducting outreach to the public in the area where the 
blasting for building demolition operations will occur.  This outreach must be coordinated 
with the Office of Emergency Management and will include, at a minimum, notification via 
door to door canvassing and the media, and at least one community meeting.   
 
One week prior to the date of the demolition, the contractor must submit a report detailing 
community outreach activities, including copies of all public outreach materials (e.g., 
flyers, information sheets, press releases). 
 
The area requiring outreach will be determined by the City agencies and the District 
Councilperson involved in the operational planning.  The Office of Emergency 
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Management will provide the contractor a demographic and neighborhood analysis for the 
Police District(s) in which the operation will occur to support outreach efforts.  The District 
Councilperson is responsible for notification to any other elected officials with an interest 
in the neighborhood. 
 
The contractor will distribute information sheets to each residence and business in the 
area where community outreach is to be conducted. This is to include the following 
information: 
 

• Date of operation 
• Telephone numbers of officials from the blasting company 
• Brief description of what will happen the day of the operation, such as what type of 

device will be used and how long it will take 
• Describe the dust, such as will it affect breathing, will it affect the neighborhood 

and where 
• Describe any damage that may be caused, such as if windows will break and if so 

where, how damage should be reported, and who will be responsible for any 
damage 

• Describe safety and security precautions being taken, especially precautions for 
people with respiratory conditions 

• Describe any evacuations that will be required and if so, who will have to evacuate 
and their options for being sheltered in designated reception centers and how they 
can get to the center, such as by shuttle 

• Describe any shelter-in-place orders that will be in effect, who will be asked to 
remain in their homes, shut their windows and doors, close any vents, and turn off 
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems 

• Describe any impact on utilities, such as electricity, water, and gas 
• Describe the impact on schools 

 
The Office of Emergency Management will provide the information sheet to 3-1-1. 
 
The contractor should provide public information in various languages as needed, based 
on the neighborhood demographics, in consultation with the Office of Emergency 
Management.   The contractor should have an appropriate interpreter available at the 
community meeting(s) prior to blasting operations.  Interpreter (s) should also be provided 
at reception centers, if needed. 
 
The Office of Emergency Management will coordinate with the contractor regarding 
community meeting(s).  The Office of Emergency Management will consult with the 
District councilperson on the best date(s), time(s), and location(s) where meetings can be 
conducted.  The contractor will provide notice of the meetings in at least two newspapers 
of citywide distribution and one community-based newspaper at least one week in 
advance of a meeting. 
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Blasting for Building Demolition – Day of Demolition Operational Activities 
Checklist 

 
Pre-demolition 

� 

CP1 will serve as the official Command Post for all blasting for building demolition 
activities 

� CP1 will be situated in prescribed location by MDO-OEM staff at least two 
(2) hours before demolition. 

� All operational agencies will check in with MDO-OEM at the Command 
Post at least one (1) hour before demolition. 

o Radios and Personal Protective Equipment will be issued as 
needed. 

� 

Additional Contractor activities: 
� Beginning three (3) hours prior to the implosion:  

o Blasting Contractor will begin final wiring of the detonators.  
o Blasting Contractor will recheck the final placement of the 

explosives charges.  
o Blasting Contractor will recheck the positioning of the building 

cover.  
� Beginning one (1) hour prior to implosion:  

o Blasting Contractor will recheck the circuitry of the primary electric 
detonator.  

o Blasting Contractor will recheck the building cover.  
o Blasting Contractor will perform a final walk-through of the building 

to make sure all equipment and personnel have been evacuated.  
o Persons to be evacuated from adjacent buildings during the 

demolition will leave the premises.  
Countdown Procedure 

Beginning one (1) hour prior to the implosion, a countdown procedure will begin, involving all 
agency and contractor representatives present at the command post. The following 
countdown procedure with appropriate changes will be implemented: 

� 
D-1 Hour: Exclusion Zone boundaries completed and all workers excluded from 
the zone and cleared of all non-essential personnel.  

� 
D-30 Minutes: Zone cleared of all non-Blasting Contractor personnel. Final wiring 
checks in the building to be carried out by Blasting Contractor. Additional check-in 
for all City staff. 

� D-15 Minutes: Physical check made on the security of the zone boundaries.  

� 
D-10 Minutes: Airspace within ¼ mile radius from the structure and 1,000’ AGL to 
be cleared of all air traffic.  

� 
D-5 Minutes: Warning comprising two (2), 2-second long signals from a command 
post siren.  All police units will be contacted via radio. 

� 
D-2 Minutes: Warning comprising two (2), 2-second long signals from a command 
post siren.  All police units will be contacted via radio. 

� D-1 Minute: Warning comprising one (1), 2-second long signal from a command 
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post siren. All police units will be contacted via radio.  
� D-30 Seconds: Final radio checks on perimeter security.  

� 

D-10 Seconds: Countdown over radio by blaster from command post. Audible 
(10,9,8,7,6) silent (5,4,3,2,1) Audible (Fire).  
Note: The reason for the final 5 seconds of radio silence is to enable Blasting 
Contractor to abort detonation in the event that a warning is received at the 
Command Post about a breach of safety.  

� 
D+4 Minutes: Check on debris pile and surrounding adjacent properties. 
Following this check one (1), 10-second long signal indicating “all clear” will be 
sounded.  All police units will be contacted via radio.  

Post-demolition 

� 
In the unlikely event portions of the structure fail to completely collapse during the 
implosion sequence, the Contractor shall have equipment on stand-by to alleviate 
any potential hazards and to assist in post implosion clean-up 

� 
Immediately after the building falls, City of Philadelphia Fire personnel will begin 
to wet down the debris pile at each building location in order to mitigate post-
implosion dust.  

� 

After the all clear is given a team composed of one representative from PDPH Air 
Management Services, Contractor and the Streets Department (Sanitation 
Division) will assess each area to determine the degree of dust impact and the 
cleanup procedure required. 

� 

General cleanup steps: 
� Individuals using hand sprayers will wash down buildings and roofs.  
� After the buildings are sufficiently clean, the hand spraying should be 

directed toward washing the dust from the sidewalks into the street.  
� After approval by PDPH Air Management Services (PDPH-AMS) that this 

work has been satisfactorily completed, the street flushers will lightly spray 
the street and the mechanical sweepers will follow.  

� A heavier flushing will follow this, and the remaining material will be hand 
swept from the gutters and collected.  

� The final clearance of the area will be given by PDPH-AMS and reported to 
the Command Post.  

� As each subdivision is cleared, the Police will remove pedestrian and traffic 
restrictions.  PPD will make final determination on when road openings 
should occur. 

� 
Residents required to evacuate will be allowed back to their homes once the area 
has been inspected and adequately cleaned, safety issues have been mitigated, 
and PDPH-AMS and PPD authorize re-entry. 

� 
Command Post will deactivate once all cleanup activities have ceased and all 
communications equipment has been collected. 
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Timeline 
 

X – primary responsibility 
> - secondary responsibility (review, monitoring, coordination) 
 

Starting 
Timeframe 

Action Contractor L&I PFD PPD PDPH 
MDO-
OEM 

Risk 
Mgmt 

Streets Water 

>90 Days 
Prior 

Submit permit application, 
supporting documentation, 
and fee 

X >              

Notify agencies of permit 
application 

  X >  > > >  > > > 

Forward permit 
documentation  

 X >  >      

Determine Contractor’s 
fitness to perform work 

  X X      

Conduct reference check   X        
Notify agencies that permit 
application has been 
approved for further action 

 X >  > > >  > >  

Approve permit application  X X X X X X X X 
Determine level of pre-event 
planning required and notify 
agencies as appropriate 

   > >  >    X      

> 2 
Months 

Prior 

Establish insurance, 
bonding or credit line 
requirements. 

            X   

Complete safety perimeter 
analysis and finalize Dust 
Impact Zone 

X       >         
6 

Weeks 
Prior 

Inspect for lead and 
asbestos 

X       >        
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Starting 
Timeframe 

Action Contractor L&I PFD PPD PDPH 
MDO-
OEM 

Risk 
Mgmt 

Streets Water 

Confirm that utilities have 
been capped or removed 

  X              

Prepare Explosives 
Movement, Security, and 
Method of Blasting plan 

 X     X          

Convene interagency 
planning meetings as 
necessary 

          X      

Complete Operations/ Dust 
Control Plan 

X       >  >      

Begin community 
awareness campaign 

X         >      

 

Review/evaluate certificate 
of insurance for compliance. 

            X    

Remove lead and asbestos X       >         

Begin pre-implosion air 
monitoring 

X    >     

Begin seismographic 
monitoring / site survey 

X >        

Perform rodent abatement  X       >        
Plan safety closures and 
staffing needs 

    X X        >  

Plan street sweeper 
equipment needs 

              X  

Coordinate with Department 
of Aviation and FAA on 
airspace restrictions 

     X    

4 
Weeks 
Prior 

Determine PPE 
requirements; approve and 
verify additional PPE needs. 

      X   
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Starting 
Timeframe 

Action Contractor L&I PFD PPD PDPH 
MDO-
OEM 

Risk 
Mgmt 

Streets Water 

Educate public door to door 
in evacuated area.   

X                

Purchase PPE per Risk 
recommendation 

X                

Provide escort for 
explosives transport 

   X      

Provide security once 
explosives are on-site 

X      >          

Notify local hospitals            X       
Arrange emergency shelter 
at Reception Center if 
necessary 

 >         X      

Address pet-related issues       X    

Notify entities with affected 
HVAC systems of increase 
in dust levels 

X         

Notify utilities through 
Committee of Highway 
Supervisors 

       X  

Submit information sheet 
circulated to public 

X     >    

Provide info sheet to 311      X    

Submit outreach report X     >    

Protect park space from 
dust impact 

X         

Inspect underground 
infrastructure  

        X 

1 
Week 
Prior 

Safety checks of truck 
carrying explosives.  

      X          
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Starting 
Timeframe 

Action Contractor L&I PFD PPD PDPH 
MDO-
OEM 

Risk 
Mgmt 

Streets Water 

Deploy CP-1      X    

Take dust and asbestos 
samples 

X        >        

Verify air monitoring 
locations 

    X     

Coordinate on-site public 
safety activities.  

          X      

Secure perimeter.  Close 
necessary roads. 

      X        >  

Locate emergency 
equipment and hose trucks 
in area.  

    X            

Oversight of employee 
safety and loss prevention.  

            X    

Evaluation of potential 
claims. 

            X    

Locate street cleaning 
equipment in area 

              X  

Immediately 
Prior 

Coordinate reception center 
for those evacuated. 

          X       

Oversee dust clean-up  >       X     >   
Review air monitoring 
results 

        X        

Control dust during clean-up 
and removal of debris.  

X   >          >   

Notify city agencies of any 
incidents. 

X                

After 

Reopen areas after all clear 
is announced.   

      X          
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Starting 
Timeframe 

Action Contractor L&I PFD PPD PDPH 
MDO-
OEM 

Risk 
Mgmt 

Streets Water 

Maintain order       X          
Provide emergency service 
if required.   

    X            

Hose down dust.     X            
Report incidents/claims to 
Risk Management. 

X           >    

Hand spraying to wash 
down buildings 

X         

Wet and sweep dust from 
public streets and facilities. 

              X  

Ensure proper management 
of water runoff from cleanup 

X        > 

Inspect underground 
infrastructure (water mains 
and sewers) 

        X 

 

Evaluation of potential 
claims. 

      X   
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Cost Recovery 

 
At the conclusion of the operation, the City will submit invoice(s) to the contractor for 
costs associated with the operation, including: 
 

• Overtime for City personnel , such as for Police, Fire, and Streets Department 
personnel 

• Equipment costs, such as for fire apparatus, street flushers, and sweepers 
 
During the planning process, the City will provide cost estimates for these items based on 
the requirements of the operation. 
 
Payment must be made within 30 days of receipt of the invoice(s). 
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Contact Information 

 
Department of Licenses and 
Inspections 
Building Permit Services 
Municipal Services Building 
1401 John F. Kennedy Blvd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 686-2471 
 
Commercial and Industrial Fire 
Inspection Unit 
990 Spring Garden St, 3rd Floor 
Philadelphia PA, 19123 
(215) 685-3718 
 
Managing Director’s Office 
Office of Emergency Management 
240 Spring Garden St. 
Philadelphia, PA 19123 
(215) 686-1100 
 
Philadelphia Fire Department 
Fire Code Unit 
240 Spring Garden St 
Philadelphia PA 19123 
(215) 686-1356 
 
Philadelphia Police Department 
Ordnance Disposal Unit 
Philadelphia Police Academy 
8501 State Road 
Philadelphia, PA 19136 
(215) 685-8013 
 
Traffic Unit 
4500 S. Broad Street, Bldg. 501 
Philadelphia, PA 19112 
(215) 685-1550, 51 
 
Office of the Director of Finance 
Risk Management Division 
1515 Arch Street, 14th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 683-1710 

Philadelphia Department of Public 
Health  
Air Management Services 
321 University Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-4543 
Source Registration (Dust Control Plans) 
- (215) 685-7572 
Asbestos Control Unit - (215) 685-7576    
 
Environmental Services Unit 
Vector Control 
321 University Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
(215) 685-7497  
 
Streets Department 
Deputy Commissioner for Sanitation 
Municipal Services Building – 7th Floor 
1401 John F. Kennedy Blvd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 686-5470 
 
Deputy Commissioner for Transportation 
Municipal Services Building  
1401 John F. Kennedy Blvd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
(215) 686-2142 
 
Water Department 
Industrial Waste Unit 
1101 Market St., 4th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA  19107 
215-685-4910
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Attachment 1: Philadelphia Code Title 10, Chapter 10-400:  
Noise and Excessive Vibration 
 
§ 10-401. Legislative Findings. 

    (1)     The City Council of the City of Philadelphia finds: 

 

(a)     that noise and excessive vibration degrade the environment of the City to a degree which: 

 

 (.1)     is harmful and detrimental to the health, welfare and safety of its inhabitants; 

 

 (.2)     interferes with the comfortable enjoyment of life, property and recreation and with the 

conduct and operation of business and industry; and 

 

 (.3)     causes nuisances; 

 

 (.4)     during the course of various public events important within the cultural and civic 

framework of the City’s annual activities, such as the Mummers Parade, tends to 

cause discomfort, disruption and annoyance both to the event participants and its 

observers; 
50

 

 

(b)     that no one has any right to create noise or excessive vibration; 

 

(c)     that effective control and elimination of noise and excessive vibration is essential to the 

furtherance of the health and welfare of the City’s inhabitants and to the conduct of the 

normal pursuits of life, recreation, commerce and industrial activity. 

 

     (2)     It is the intent and purpose of this Chapter: 

 

(a)     to prevent noise and excessive vibration and to limit, control and eliminate noise and 

excessive vibration in general from whatever source; 

 

 (b)     to empower the Board of Health to promulgate regulations to effect the above. 

 

     (3)     It is the further intent of City Council that: 

 

(a)     all City of Philadelphia agencies, including the Police Department, shall cooperate in the 

implementation of this Chapter; 
51

 

 

 (b)     whenever permitted by law, the provisions of this Chapter shall apply to all governmental 

jurisdictions and their agencies in the operation of facilities located within the City of 

Philadelphia; 

 

(c)     the Department of Public Health of the City of Philadelphia shall cooperate with other 

governmental jurisdictions in the control and elimination of noise and excessive vibration; 

and 

 

 (d)     contractors and vendors providing services and products to the City shall comply with the 

requirements of this Title. 
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§ 10-402. Definitions. 
52

 

     The following definitions shall apply to this Chapter and the Regulations adopted hereunder: 

 

     (1)     Background sound level. The measured sound level in the area, exclusive of extraneous sounds 

and the sound contribution of the specific source in question. 

 

     (2)     Board. The Board of Health. 

 

     (3)     Construction. Site preparation, excavation, filling or grading or the assembly, erection, repair, 

alteration or demolition of any structure or part of the right-of-way. 

 

     (3.1)     Concert venue. A facility used for musical or similar performances with a seating capacity of 

more than 1,000. 
53

 

 

     (4)     Decibel (dB). A unit for measuring the volume of sound equal to 20 times the logarithm to the base 

10 of the ratio of the pressure of the sound measured to the reference pressure which is 20 

micropascals (20 micronewtons per square meter). 

 

     (5)     Department. The Department of Public Health, Health Commissioner or any authorized 

representative thereof. 

 

     (6)     Emergency and Public Works Construction. Construction necessary to protect health and safety, 

construction by public utilities, and construction on streets, bridges and sidewalks for public 

works purposes or such other construction activity specifically designated by the City as 

emergency construction after consultation with the Health Department. 

 

     (7)     Extraneous sound. A sound the level of which does not remain generally constant during 

measurement. 

 

     (8)     Person. Any individual, natural person, syndicate, association, partnership, firm, corporation, 

institution, agency, authority, department, bureau or instrumentality of federal, state or local 

government or other entity recognized by law as a subject of rights and duties. 

 

     (9)     Property Boundary. In the case of a single-family dwelling, or a property used solely for non-

residential purposes, the legal property line. In the case of a structure containing two-family, 

multi-family or other non-single-family residential dwellings, the legal property line and any 

partition between separately occupied units within the property. 

 

     (10)     Public Right-of-Way. Property to which the public has a legal right of access including, but not 

limited to, public sidewalks and streets and public parks, but not including buildings. 

 

     (11)     Regular Construction. Construction between the hours of 7 a.m. and 8 p.m., Monday through 

Friday, or between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on weekends and legal, national or state 

holidays. 

 

     (12)     Siren. A device manually or electrically operated for producing a penetrating warning sound. 

 



Blasting Operations Procedure  
Issued:  5/15/09 Revision Date:  Page 25 of 51 

 
     (13)     Residential property. Any portion of any property at which people reside on a permanent basis, 

including exterior portions of the property and the common areas of a multi-unit residential 

property. 
54

 

 

     (14)     Sound. An oscillation in pressure, particle displacement, particle velocity or other physical 

parameter in a medium with internal forces that causes compression and rarefaction of that 

medium. 

 

     (15)     Sound Level Meter. An instrument used to measure sound pressure levels. 

 

     (16)     Unamplified Human Voice. Human vocal sound that is not amplified by any mechanical or 

electronic means. 

 

     (17)     Vibration. An oscillatory motion of solid bodies of deterministic or random nature described by 

displacement, velocity or acceleration with respect to a given reference point. 

 

§ 10-403. Prohibited Conduct. 
55

 

       (1)     Sound Near Protected Facilities. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, sound 

that exceeds 3 decibels above background level measured at the property boundary of any 

hospital, nursing home, house of worship, courthouse, school, library or day care facility. This 

provision shall apply, notwithstanding the potential applicability of a less restrictive standard in 

this Chapter. 

 

      (2)     Sound From Residential Properties. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, 

sound originating from a residential property audible at a distance greater than one hundred feet 

from the property boundary or that exceeds 3 decibels above background level measured beyond 

the property boundary except for the following: 

 

(a)     the operation of lawn maintenance equipment between the hours of 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., 

provided the equipment is functioning within manufacturer’s specifications and with sound-

reducing equipment in use and in proper operating condition; 

 

(b)     sound originating from an air conditioning or refrigeration unit or system; sound from such a 

source shall not exceed: 

 

 (i)     5 decibels above background level measured at the property boundary of the nearest 

occupied residential property; 

 

 (ii)     10 decibels above background level measured at the property boundary of the nearest 

occupied non-residential property 

 

(c)     sound from animals, to which the restrictions of paragraph (6) apply; and 

 

(d)     the unamplified human voice. 

 

     (3)     Sound From Non-Residential Properties. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, 

sound originating from a property used for a non-residential purpose that exceeds: 

 

 (a)     5 decibels above background level measured at the property boundary of the nearest 

occupied residential property; or 
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 (b)     10 decibels above background level measured at the property boundary of the nearest 

occupied non-residential property. 

 

     (4)     Special Assembly Occupancies. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, sound 

originating from a special assembly occupancy, as defined under Subcode B (The Building Code) 

of Title 4 of this Code, audible at a distance greater than one hundred feet from the property 

boundary of such special assembly occupancy. This subparagraph shall apply regardless whether it 

is more restrictive than the limitations imposed by paragraph (3) of this Section. 

 

     (5)     Sound From Concert Venues and Stadia. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, 

sound originating from a concert venue or stadium that contributes to a total sound level, exclusive 

of extraneous sounds, that exceeds 70 decibels measured at the property boundary of the nearest 

occupied residential property. 

 

     (6)     Animal Sounds. No person shall cause or permit more than 5 expressions of sound from one or 

more animals (such as individual barks from one or more dogs) during a five minute period from 

any property audible at a distance greater than 50 feet from the property boundary. This shall not 

apply to zoos, veterinary hospitals or clinics, animal shelters, a circus or other licensed 

entertainment venue, or a facility used for educational or scientific purposes, such as schools and 

laboratories. 

 

     (7)     Sound Created In The Right-Of-Way. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, 

sound in the public right-of-way: 

 

(a)     abutting a residential property by amplification from a radio, tape player or similar device 

between the hours of 9 p.m. and 8 a.m., unless used in connection with an earplug or 

earphones which will prevent significant emanation of sound from such device; or 

 

(b)     that exceeds the levels permissible for sound emanating from property directly abutting such 

portion of the right-of-way. 

 

(c)     The limitations of this paragraph shall not apply to a Demonstration for which a permit has 

been obtained pursuant to the City’s "Regulation Governing Permits For Demonstrations On 

City Property". The Department of Health may adopt, by regulation, additional limitations 

applicable to public demonstrations and sound-making activity in the right-of-way. 

 

     (8)     Exception for Construction Activity. The restrictions of paragraphs (1) through (5) and 7(b) do not 

apply to regular construction and emergency and public works construction, provided that all 

equipment used in connection with such construction is maintained and operated in compliance 

with all applicable law. 

 

     (9)     Amplified Devices on Public Transportation. No radio, tape player or other similar amplified 

device may be used on a public transportation vehicle unless the user of the device utilizes an 

earplug or earphones that prevent anything other than minimal sound to emanate beyond the user. 

 

     (10)     Sirens. 

 

(a)     Sirens shall be operated only during emergency situations. No siren shall exceed 128 decibels 

more than 10 feet from the source. 
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          (b)     No anti-theft or anti-intruder alarm system siren, whether for a home or a vehicle, shall 

sound, either continuously or intermittently, for a course of more than 15 minutes or for 

more than 15 minutes in a one hour period. All such sirens shall be equipped with a 

reset device that causes automatic shutoff 15 minutes after the start of the alarm. 

 

     (11)     Excessive Vibration. No person shall create or cause, or permit the creation of, vibration levels 

that exceed 0.15 inches per second beyond any property boundary or 30 yards from any moving 

source. 

 

     (12)     The provisions of this Section shall not apply to aircraft, airport and railroad operations and 

licensed fireworks displays. 

 

§ 10-404. Enforcement. 
56

 

     (1)     The Department of Public Health, the Police Department, and the Department of Licenses and 

Inspections shall have the power to effect compliance with this Chapter and any Regulations 

adopted hereunder, by: 

 

(a)     issuance of a Code Violation Notice under the provisions of Section 1-112 of this Code; and 

 

 (b)     initiation, through the Law Department, of appropriate legal proceedings: 

 

 (.1)     for the imposition of a penalty under this Chapter; or 

 

 (.2)     in order to prevent, restrain or abate noise or excessive vibration prohibited by this 

Chapter or Regulations adopted hereunder, or the violation of the provisions of any 

order made under Section 10-409. 

 

     (2)     In addition, the Department shall have the authority to issue an order pursuant to Section 10-409 

commanding all necessary actions or forebearances, and specifying a maximum period of time for 

the installation of any equipment or any other measures necessary to achieve compliance. 

 

     (3)     Continuing violations of this Chapter, any Regulation adopted hereunder, or any order of the 

Department made hereunder are hereby declared to be a public nuisance per se. Where the 

Department determines that a nuisance exists, the Department, in addition to or in lieu of 

invoking any other sanction or remedial procedure provided, may certify the existence of a 

nuisance per se, to the Department of Licenses and Inspections, which shall provide notice of the 

certification to the violator and itself or by contract abate and remove the violation; charge the 

cost of the abatement or removal to the person responsible therefore; and with the approval of the 

Law Department, collect the cost by lien or otherwise as may be authorized by law. 

 

     (4)     The imposition of any penalty under this Chapter shall not prevent the City from instituting any 

appropriate administrative action or proceeding or any action at law or equity to require 

compliance with the provisions of this Chapter, regulations adopted hereunder, or administrative 

orders and determinations made hereunder. 

 

§ 10-405. Additional Powers and Duties of The Department of Public Health. 
57

 

     The powers and duties to be exercised by Department of Public Health shall include the following: 
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     (1)     The Department shall investigate complaints about noise or excessive vibration, make 

observations and maintain surveillance of the discharge or escape of noise or excessive vibration. 

The names and addresses of complainants shall be kept confidential by the Department. 

 

     (2)     The Department may inspect from time to time any installation, premises, equipment, devices and 

appurtenances thereto that may, can or do cause noise or excessive vibration, and the Department 

may take measurements and make analyses of such noise or excessive vibration. Where directed, 

the owner shall provide assistance in obtaining normal operating conditions during periods of 

measurement. 

 

     (3)     The Department shall prescribe standard methods and procedures for the measurement and the 

analysis of sound and vibration, as may be required or necessary to evaluate performance and 

compliance with this Chapter and Regulations adopted hereunder. 

 

     (4)     The Department may require from the owner of any source of sound and/or vibration which may 

be or is in excess of that permitted by this Chapter or the Regulations adopted hereunder, such 

information, plans, specifications, analyses, performance data and tests or examinations as will 

disclose the nature, effects, extent, quantity or degree of sound or vibration which are or may be 

discharged from such source. 

 

     (5)     The Department may order the owner, lessee or his agent, of any applicable facility, to conduct at 

his expense such tests as are necessary in the opinion of the Department to determine whether 

such facility is in compliance with this Chapter and the Regulations adopted hereunder. Test 

results shall be submitted to the Department within 10 days after the tests are completed. Such 

tests shall be conducted by professionally competent personnel and in a manner approved by the 

Department and subject to witness by the Department. 

 

     (6)     The Department may require the submission of information on the sources of sound or vibration 

which may be or is in excess of that permitted by this Chapter or the Regulations adopted 

hereunder, including the nature, characteristics, intensity and frequency, the period of operation, 

the effects and the location of such sources. 

 

     (7)     The Department may classify sources and identify those which tend to create noise or excessive 

vibration problems. At such designated sources, it may order the installation and operation of 

testing or measuring equipment or other measures to detect noise or excessive vibration, on a 

continuous or periodic basis, to determine the intensity and frequency, and to record this 

information on time charts subject to inspection by the Department. It may require that the 

installations be equipped to activate alarms, control equipment, and process regulators. 

 

     (8)     The Department may require the designation of a person, or persons, to be responsible for noise or 

excessive vibration control operations and the submission of reports and information. 

 

     (9)     The Department may approve improvement plans and schedules for compliance for the renovation 

of existing equipment, the installation of new systems of noise or excessive vibration control, or a 

change in basic processes. The Department may establish special operational requirements 

necessary to minimize noise or excessive vibration during this period as a condition of approval. 

Violations of these conditions shall be considered a violation of this Chapter. The existence of 

such an approved improvement plan will have no bearing on any violations due to conditions not 

covered by the plan. 
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     (10)     The Department shall conduct or contract for the in-service training of its personnel in the 

observation and measurement of sound and vibration. 

 

     (11)     The Health Commissioner, or his designee, shall administratively hear objections to orders of the 

Department where error is alleged. Consideration of such objections shall be limited to adequacy 

of notice, matters of fact, existence of violation, and reasonableness of the time specified for 

compliance. The Health Commissioner may sustain, modify or revoke any order where error is 

found to exist. 

 

     (12)     The Health Commissioner, or his designee, may appoint such technical advisory committees as 

he deems necessary. 

 

§ 10-406. Penalties. 
58

 

     (1)     The penalty for an initial violation of this Chapter is a fine of not less than one hundred (100) 

dollars and not more than three hundred (300) dollars. 

 

     (2)     For a second violation within twelve months of a prior violation, the penalty is a fine of not less 

than two hundred (200) dollars and not more than four hundred (400) dollars. 

 

     (3)     For a third violation within twelve months of two prior violations, the penalty is a fine of not less 

than three hundred (300) dollars and not more than five hundred (500) dollars. 

 

     (4)     For a fourth, or subsequent, violation within twelve months of three or more violations, the penalty 

is a fine of not less than five hundred (500) dollars and not more than seven hundred (700) 

dollars. 

 

     (5)     A violation of the same requirement shall be considered as a separate violation for each day the 

violation continues. 

 

§ 10-407. Powers and Duties of the Board of Health. 
59

 

     The Board of Health shall have the following powers and duties: 

 

     (1)     to promulgate regulations, implementing this Chapter, preventing noise and excessive vibration, 

and limiting, controlling or prohibiting noise and excessive vibration from any sources. Such 

regulations may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

(a)     the intensity, frequency, duration and other characteristics of sound and vibration, the 

circumstances under which sound and vibration are permitted, and the degree of control 

required for sound and vibration; 

 

(b)     noise and excessive vibration and related actions which are prohibited; 

 

(c)     the types and kinds of control measures and actions, including specifications and/or 

performance requirements, which may be required to control or eliminate noise and excessive 

vibration; 

 

     (2)     to promulgate regulations to establish objectives for the prevention of community degradation, due 

to noise and excessive vibration, to establish areas where objectives are applicable, and limiting, 

prohibiting, or otherwise controlling noise and excessive vibration. Such regulations may include, 

but are not limited to, the control or prohibition of acts that may cause sounds or vibrations 
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prohibited by or in excess of that permitted by this Chapter or regulations adopted hereunder, 

including each and every means enumerated in paragraph (1) of this Section; 

 

     (3)     to classify sources of sound and vibration by character, process, industry, cause, effects, or other 

reasonable system for the purpose of promulgating regulations requiring the application of 

measures to control and/or eliminate noise and excessive vibrations. 

 

§ 10-408. Inspection. 
60

 

     (1)     The Department of Public Health is authorized to make inspections, including the requiring of 

information and reports, the taking of measurements, and the performance of tests, as necessary, 

to determine compliance with this Chapter and Regulations adopted under it. For this purpose, the 

Department is authorized to enter and examine any establishment, institution or private residence 

at all reasonable times, as provided by law. 

 

     Where the City of Philadelphia has jurisdiction, vehicles, ships and airplanes may be inspected by 

uniformed employees of the City of Philadelphia. 

 

     (2)     Where the Department of Public Health is satisfied that any other governmental or private agency 

or industry requires compliance with standards which are at least equivalent to comparable City 

standards, that their inspection service is effective, that an acceptable level of compliance is 

maintained and that such compliance is required by inspectors approved by the Department, it 

may accept the result of such inspections in lieu of making its own inspections. 

 

     (3)     The Department of Public Health shall continue to exercise any functions and perform any duties 

in administering and enforcing the provisions of any act of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

which is not hereby affected and which is or may be vested in or placed upon the Department so 

long as such acts remain in force. 

 

     (4)     The Department of Public Health shall cooperate with state and federal inspection agencies and the 

regional agency, when and if one is empowered to act; that duplication of inspection shall be 

avoided wherever feasible and consistent with the protection of the public; and that reciprocity 

between, and augmentation of, existing inspectional services shall be encouraged. 

 

§ 10-409. Orders. 
61

 

     (1)     Except as otherwise provided, and subject to the provisions of the Charter, whenever the 

Department of Public Health determines the existence of a violation of this Chapter, or any 

regulations adopted hereunder, the Department may, in addition to any other remedy available at 

law or equity, enter an order against the person or persons responsible for the violations requiring 

such action or forbearance from action as the Department determined necessary to correct the 

violation. 

 

     (2)     All such orders shall be in writing and shall be served on the person from which action, 

forbearance, or compliance is required, except that where the Department of Public Health finds 

willfulness or a menace to public health requiring immediate corrective action, such orders may 

be oral in the first instance. 

 

     (3)     Any person to whom such an order is directed or from whom any action, forbearance or 

compliance is in any way required shall comply with such order within such period of time as the 

Department of Public Health may therein prescribe. 
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     (4)     While an appeal from an order, as hereunder provided, is pending, compliance with such order 

shall not be required unless the Department of Public Health finds, and certifies in writing in such 

order, that immediate compliance is necessary to protect the public health. The pendency of an 

appeal from any order shall not operate to bar or stay proceedings in any court for the imposition 

of a penalty under § 10-405(2)(b) to prevent, restrain or abate violation of the provisions of the 

order where the order contains a certification that immediate compliance is necessary to protect 

the public health. 

 

     (5)     Any person who is aggrieved by an order directed to him or requiring any action, forbearance or 

compliance from him may request and receive a prompt administrative hearing before the Health 

Commissioner, or any representative specifically designated by him, provided that such request 

for hearing is made in writing within 5 days from the receipt of such order. 

 

§ 10-410. Powers Reserved to the Department Under Existing Laws. 
62

 

     (1)     Nothing in this Chapter shall limit in any way whatever the powers conferred upon the Department 

by the Air Management Code or any other Code of the City. 

 

     (2)     All ordinances previously adopted, or regulations adopted under previous authority, to control 

noise or excessive vibration, which are not contrary to this Chapter, shall continue in force until 

revised, repealed, or new regulations relating to the same subject matter are adopted pursuant to 

this Chapter. 

 

§ 10-411. Severability. 
63

 

     The provisions of this Chapter are severable and if any provision, sentence, clause, section or part 

thereof shall be held illegal, invalid, unconstitutional or inapplicable to any person or circumstances, 

such illegality, invalidity, unconstitutionality or inapplicability shall not affect or impair any of the 

remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections or parts of the Chapter or their application to him or 

to other persons and circumstances. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this Chapter 

would have been adopted if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional provision, sentence, clause, section 

or part had not been included therein, and if the person or circumstances to which the ordinance or any 

part thereof is inapplicable had not specifically been exempted therefrom. 

 
 Notes 

 

49      Added, 1979 Ordinances, p. 1758. This Chapter supersedes prior Chapter 10-400 (Noise), which had it sources in 1908 

Ordinances, p. 337, 1933 Ordinances, p. 252, and 1936 Ordinances, p. 138; and which was amended by 1957 Ordinances, p. 

967, and 1963 Ordinances, p. 14.   

50      Added, 1989 Ordinances, p. 2181.   

51      Amended, 1989 Ordinances, p. 2181.   

52      Former Section 10-402 repealed and new Section 10-402 added, Bill No. 050749 (approved January 24, 2006).   

53      Added, Bill No. 060091 (approved September 14, 2006).   

54      Amended, Bill No. 060091 (approved September 14, 2006).   

55      Former Section 10-403 repealed and new Section 10-403 added, Bill No. 050749 (approved January 24, 2006).   

56      Former Section 10-404 repealed and new Section 10-404 added, Bill No. 050749 (approved January 24, 2006). Enrolled bill 

contained no subsection (2); renumbered by Code editor.   

57      Amended, Bill No. 030682 (approved December 31, 2003). Amended and former subsections (1) and (2) deleted and 

remaining subsections renumbered, Bill No. 050749 (approved January 24, 2006).   

58      Former Section 10-406 repealed and new Section 10-406 added, Bill No. 050749 (approved January 24, 2006).   

59      Renumbered, Bill No. 030682 (approved December 31, 2003).   

60      Renumbered, Bill No. 030682 (approved December 31, 2003).   

61      Renumbered, Bill No. 030682 (approved December 31, 2003).   

62      Renumbered, Bill No. 030682 (approved December 31, 2003).   

63      Renumbered, Bill No. 030682 (approved December 31, 2003).   
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Attachment 2: City of Philadelphia Fire Code 2007, Chapter 33, 
Section 3301 
 

F-3301.1.3 Fireworks and illegal explosives. The possession, manufacture, storage, sale, handling and use 

of fireworks and illegal or forbidden explosives (sometimes referred to as fireworks) are prohibited. (See 

Section F-3302.1 for the definition of illegal or forbidden explosives.)  

Exceptions:  

1. Storage and handling of fireworks as permitted in Section F-3304 when approved by the Fire 

Department.  

2. The use of fireworks for display as permitted in Section F-3308 when approved by the Fire Department.  

3. The possession, storage, sale, handling and use of items designed to produce an audible or visual effect as 

follows:  

A. Starter pistols for sporting or theatrical events, or toy caps and similar non-projectile items 

containing not more than 16.2 milligrams (0.25 grains) of pyrotechnic composition per cap or item.  

B.  Snappers containing not more than 1 milligram (0.02 grains) of pyrotechnic composition.  

C. Sparklers containing not more than 100 grams (3.5 ounces) of pyrotechnic composition per sparkler.  

D. Other novelty effects containing not more than 50 milligrams (0.8 grains) of pyrotechnic 

composition per effect, and that have no projectile components.  

 

F-3301.2 Permit required. Permits shall be required as set forth in Section F-105.6, F-105.8 and regulated 

in accordance with this section. Applications for the use of explosives for building demolitions shall be 

submitted at least 90 days in advance of the proposed date and for all other uses at least 21 days in advance. 

Applicants shall also follow the specific requirements of the various city departments charged with ensuring 

the safe demolition of buildings by explosives.  

 
F-3301.2(R) Use of explosives for other than building demolition. Persons desiring to use explosives for 

purposes other than the demolition of a building are required to do the following, in addition to the other 

requirements of this chapter:  

1. An application for an “Operational Permit - Use of Explosives” shall be submitted to the Managing 

Director’s Office, Fire Department and Department of Licenses and Inspections at least twenty-one 

days in advance of the requested blasting date.  

2. The City Councilmember elected from the district in which the explosives are to be used shall be 

notified at least twenty-one days in advance of the requested blasting date and prior to any community 

announcements or notifications.  

3. A community meeting shall be held to inform neighborhood residents of the proposed blasting date and 

the precautions that will be undertaken to assure the safety of residents and their property. The meeting 

notice must appear in at least two newspapers of citywide distribution and one community-based 

newspaper. The date, time and location of the community meeting shall be determined by the Managing 

Director’s Office after consultation with the district Councilmember.  

4. A printed announcement indicating the blasting date, safety precautions and telephone numbers of 

officials from the blasting company shall be individually distributed to each property owner in the 

affected surrounding area. The Managing Director’s Office shall determine the affected surrounding 

area after consultation with the district Councilmember.  

 

F-3301.2.3.1 Limitation on demolition. Demolition of buildings or structures by implosion is prohibited 

during the time period from December 16 to March 1, unless special permission is granted by the Managing 

Director of the City of Philadelphia. 
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F-3301.2.4 Financial responsibility. Before a permit is issued, as required by Section F-3301.2, the 

applicant shall file with the City a corporate surety bond or a certificate of public liability and property 

damage insurance, from an insurance company authorized to write such insurance in the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, in an amount determined by the City for the purpose of the payment of all damages to 

persons or property which arise from, or are caused by, the conduct of any act authorized by the permit 

upon which any judicial judgment results.  

All costs associated with the clean-up of dust and debris from demolition by implosion shall be borne by the 

contractor. All costs for cold weather provisions for demolition by implosion, including water additives, 

shall be borne by the contractor.  

 
F-3301.3 Prohibited explosives. Permits shall not be issued or renewed for possession, manufacture, 

storage, handling, sale or use of the following materials and such materials currently in storage or use shall 

be disposed of in an approved manner.  

 

11. Illegal or forbidden explosives as described in Section F-3301.1.3.  

 

F-3301.4 Qualifications. Persons in charge of magazines, blasting, fireworks displays, or pyrotechnic 

special effect operations shall not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs which impair sensory or motor 

skills, shall be at least 21 years of age, and shall demonstrate knowledge of all safety precautions related to 

the storage, handling or use of explosives, explosive materials or fireworks. In connection with the issuance 

of a permit to use the above materials, the Fire Department shall determine whether the user has the 

necessary qualifications to protect against health and safety hazards.  

 
F-3301.9 Transportation of explosives exceeding 1,000 pounds. Explosive materials exceeding 1,000 

pounds shall not be transported through the city without the approval of the Fire Department. The Fire 

Department shall designate the time and route of the transportation of explosive materials and arrange for a 

police escort when deemed necessary. An Assisted Operation Permit is required for each movement in 

accordance with Section F-105.8.  
 



Blasting Operations Procedure  
Issued:  5/15/09 Revision Date:  Page 34 of 51 

 

Attachment 3:  Philadelphia Code Title 3, Chapter 3-200:  Air 
Management / Prohibited Conduct 
 
§ 3-201. General Provisions.  

(a) No person shall discharge, or allow the escape of air contaminants to the atmosphere: 

(1) which are prohibited by or are in excess of those permitted by this Code or by the regulations of the 

Air Pollution Control Board; or 

(2) which exceed the density or opacity limits established by the Board; or 

(3) which result in or cause air pollution or an air pollution nuisance. 

 

(b) No person shall perform any acts or operations in violation of orders issued by the Department pursuant 

to this Title and the regulations adopted hereunder. 

 

(c)   (1) No person shall emit any toxic air contaminant unless, within six months of the adoption of 

regulations by the Air Pollution Control Board listing toxic air contaminants, he provides notice to 

the Department including a Material Safety Data Sheet as described in § 3-301(24) in accordance 

with the requirements and procedures established in regulations promulgated by the Air Pollution 

Control Board pursuant to this subsection. 

 

If a person discharges a toxic air contaminant on the list established by the Air Pollution Control 

Board for the first time, that person shall provide the Department with proper notice no more than 

thirty days after its emission into the atmosphere. 

 

The person responsible for any source of air contaminants affected by any subsequent additions to 

the list of toxic substances established in the regulations of the Air Pollution Control Board shall 

similarly file notice with the Department within ninety days of the effective date of any revision to 

such list. 

 

(2) The Department shall maintain a file of all notices relating to toxic air contaminants and shall make 

the file available for public inspection and reproduction during normal business hours. 

 

(3) Within six months of the adoption of this subsection by the City Council, the Air Pollution Control 

Board shall promulgate regulations establishing a list of toxic air contaminants to which the 

provisions of this subsection shall be applicable, the form of the notice and request to be provided 

to the Department by any affected source of air contaminant emissions, and the reporting 

requirements and procedures related thereto. 

 

The following factors may be considered by the Board in establishing the list of toxic air 

contaminants: 

(a) risk of immediate acute or subacute harm to human health, at concentrations likely to be 

encountered in the community; 

 (b) proven carcinogenicity through epidemiological studies in both human and animal populations; 

(c) suspected carcinogenicity as shown in human epidemiological studies or in laboratory studies of 

animals and other experimental media; 

(d) mutagenicity and teratogenicity as proven through human, animal, and experimental media; 

(e) bioaccumulative effects in humans and the environment; 

(f) findings of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration or other such agencies regarding toxicity; 

(g) extent to which the substance is likely to be found in Philadelphia industries; 
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(h) other such factors necessary for the proper regulation of toxic air contaminants.  

 

The Air Pollution Control Board shall, as appropriate, update and revise the list of toxic air 

contaminants subject to the provisions of this subsection on the basis of the latest available relevant 

scientific information. 
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Attachment 4: Air Management Regulation II Section VIII 
 
SECTION VII. PARTICULATE MATTER EMISSIONS FROM CHEMICAL, METALLURGICAL, 

MECHANICAL AND OTHER PROCESSES (page 20) 

No person shall cause, suffer, allow or permit the discharge, emission or escape of particulate matter into 

the atmosphere from chemical, metallurgical, mechanical or other processes for any one hour period in 

excess of the amount shown in Table 1. 

 

                                                  Table 1. 

 

Process 
Wt./hr. 
(lbs) 

Maximum 
Weight 
Disch / 
hr. (lbs) 

Process 
Wt./hr. 
(lbs) 

Maximum 
Weight 
Disch / 
hr. (lbs) 

Process 
Wt./hr. 
(lbs) 

Maximum 
Weight 
Disch / 
hr. (lbs) 

50 0.24 1900 4.03 4700 6.45 

100 0.46 2000 4.14 4800 6.52 

150 0.66 2100 4.24 4900 6.60 

200 0.85 2200 4.34 5000 6.67 

250 1.03 2300 4.44 5500 7.03 

300 1.20 2400 4.55 6000 7.37 

350 1.35 2500 4.64 6500 7.71 

400 1.50 2600 4.74 7000 8.05 

450 1.63 2700 4.84 7500 8.39 

500 1.77 2800 4.92 8000 8.71 

550 1.89 2900 5.02 8500 9.03 

600 2.01 3000 5.10 9000 9.67 

650 2.12 3100 5.18 10000 10.00 

700 2.24 3200 5.27 11000 10.63 

750 2.34 3300 5.36 12000 11.28 

800 2.43 3400 5.44 13000 11.89 

850 2.53 3500 5.52 14000 12.50 

900 2.62 3600 5.61 15000 13.13 

950 2.72 3700 5.69 16000 13.74 

1000 2.80 3800 5.77 17000 14.36 

1100 2.97 3900 5.85 18000 14.97 

1200 3.12 4000 5.93 19000 15.58 

1300 3.26 4100 6.01 20000 16.19 

1400 3.40 4200 6.08 30000 22.22 

1500 3.54 4300 6.15 40000 28.30 

1600 3.66 4400 6.22 50000 34.30 

1700 3.79 4500 6.30 

1800 3.91 4600 6.37 
60000 

or more 
40.00 

 

 
The complete Air Management Regulation is available through:  

Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Air Management Services at  

http://www.phila.gov/health/units/AMS/pdf/REGS1-3.pdf  
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Attachment 5: Asbestos Control Regulation 

 

 
This document can be downloaded at http://www.phila.gov/health/units/AMS/pdf/asbestos_07.pdf 

 

More information on Asbestos Control requirements in Philadelphia can be found at the following source: 

 

Philadelphia Department of Public Health 

Public Health Services 

Air Management Services 

Asbestos Control Program 

(215) 985-2555 

http://www.phila.gov/health/units/AMS/Asbestos.html 
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Attachment 6: Department of Licenses and Inspections:  
Application for an Operation Permit (Hot Works, Use of 
Explosives, Sale of Fireworks, Open Burning, and Transport of 
Explosives) 
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Attachment 7: Department of Streets:  Application for Street 
Closure Permit 
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Attachment 8:  Water Department:  Fire Hydrant Permitting 
Procedure 
 

 
OVERVIEW 

Fire Hydrants are for fighting fires.  They are designed to provide a large flow of water at a high pressure.  

Their design makes them inappropriate for almost all other uses.   Open fire hydrants can place large 

stresses on the water supply system and provide a near direct access to the City’s water mains.  

Contaminants that are introduced into a fire hydrant can be spread quickly through a wide area.  

Unauthorized use has caused localized water pressure and City-wide emergencies.  In addition, operation of 

fire hydrants by persons other than trained fire fighters and Water Department personnel can cause damage 

to the hydrant leaving hydrants disabled and unavailable for fighting fires. 

 

In an effort to control unauthorized use and its consequences, the Water Department has an ongoing 

program of installing Center Compression Locks (CCL) on hydrants.  These locks require the use of a 

unique key that is not readily available to the general public.  The long-term goal of the Water Department 

is to lock all public hydrants in the City.  However, the PWD recognized that, with proper instruction, 

certain hydrant uses provide a sufficient public benefit where the risks are outweighed by the benefits, and 

when no other water source is available. Certain uses of fire hydrants are expressly prohibited, including, 

but not limited to, cleaning streets, recreational activities and potable use.  Permit applicants who require 

access to a locked hydrant may qualify to receive a CCL key subject to the Water Department’s review and 

approval.   

 

Fire Hydrant permits can be obtained through the Department of Licenses and Inspection.  The permit 

office is located in the Concourse level of the Municipal Services Building at 15
th
 and Arch Streets.  The 

applicant can obtain a permit in one visit to the office and it takes approximately 15 minutes.  The following 

procedure will detail the steps required for proper completion of the application process. 

 

PROCEDURE 

 

1. Evaluate site.  Identify the address of the worksite, distance from the fire hydrant to point of use of 

water, proposed use of the fire hydrant and reason(s) why existing water connections cannot be used.  

Estimate quantity of water required. Identify backflow prevention device and size. 

2. Go to the L&I Department’s permit and zoning desk in the Concourse level of the Municipal Services 

Building at 15
th
 and Arch Streets.  Ask to apply for a permit for the Temporary Use of a City Hydrant.  

The applicant will be directed to one of two permit clerks who work at L&I’s Plumbing Unit. 

3. Fill in the information on the Permit Application for Temporary use of a City Hydrant with the 

assistance of the clerk.  Photo ID required at time of application. 

4. The applicant will be required to show proof of having an approved backflow prevention device. 
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5. The information will be entered into the computer and a receipt will be given to the applicant. 

6. The applicant takes the receipt to the Cashier’s window and pays the applicable fee, at which point the 

receipt will be marked to show payment by the Cashier.  A City agency will be issued a no-fee permit, a 

company under contract to the City, can receive a no-fee permit, by showing proof of that contract at 

time of application. 

7. The applicant will return to the clerk and have the permit validated.  The permit will not be valid if the 

applicant does not return to the Plumbing Unit for validation. 

8. After payment and validation, the permit holder will receive a copy of the regulations, hydrant 

operation procedures and instructions for completing the Hydrant Operation Report. 

9. The permit holder is responsible for proper operation of the Fire Hydrant.  Any violation of the permit 

requirements will result in revocation of the permit. 

 

 

Sample of information included in completed permit: 
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Attachment 9: MDO-OEM Blasting Operations Questionnaire 
 
This questionnaire must be completed by the General Contractor and the Blaster-in-
Charge and returned to the Philadelphia Department of Licenses and Inspections along 
with the Permit Application and supporting documentation.   

 

General Contractor 
Name of General 

Contractor 
  
  

Company Address 
  
  

Office Phone # 
  
  

24/7 Phone Contact 
# 

 

Fax # 
  
  

Blasting Company Information 
Name of Blasting 

Company 
  
  

Company Address 
  
  

Phone # 
  
  

Fax # 
  
  

Blaster-in-Charge Information 
Name of Blaster-in-

Charge 
  
  

Blaster’s Address 
  
  

Home Phone # 
  
  

Office Phone # 
  
  

Cell # 
  
 

Philadelphia   
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Blaster’s License 
Number 

  

Expiration Date 
  
  

Pennsylvania 
Blaster’s License 

Number 

  
  

Expiration Date 
  
  

BATF User License 
Number 

  
  

Expiration Date 
  
  

Blaster Experience 
How many years have 

you worked in the 
blasting industry? 

  
  

In what capacity? 

  
 
 
 
  

How many years have 
you acted as a lead 

blaster? 

  
  

Have any of your 
blasting operations 
resulted in death or 

injury to a person(s)? (If 
yes, explain) 

  
  

Demolition of Structures by Explosives – Blaster Experience 
How many years have 

you acted as a lead 
blaster in the demolition 

of structures? 

  
  

List below all the demolition of structures using explosives conducted by you as a lead 
blaster in the past five years: (Use additional sheets if necessary) 

Date Place Type of Structure 
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Proposed Blasting Operation 
(A site diagram must be submitted with each blasting approval application.) 

Location  

Property Owner, 
Address and Phone 

Number 
*Please indicate if it 

is a public right-of-
way 

 

Type of blasting 
(excavation, building 

demolition, etc.) 
 

Date and time of 
blasting operation 

 

Type and amount of 
explosives 

 

Date explosives will 
be on site 

 

Potential Street 
Closures 
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Proposed Security 
Measures (must be 

verified through 
PPD) 

 

Type and location of 
storage magazine (if 

applicable) 
 

Name of explosives 
supplier 

 

Address of 
explosives supplier 

 

Phone number  
Proposed Blasting Operation - Demolition of Structure 

Previous use of 
structure(s) 

 

Type of construction 
of structure(s) 

 

Footprint dimensions 
of structure: 

 

Total square feet  
Number of stories  

Total height above 
grade (measured 
from lowest level) 

 

Does this structure 
contain any asbestos 

or lead?  (Please 
attach Asbestos & 

Lead Inspection 
Report)  

 

Distance to Nearest Items of Concern 

Property (lot) line  
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Public way (street)  

Subway or tunnel 
 

 

Waterway  

Rail line  

Bridge  

Other structure 
 

 

 



Blasting Operations Procedure  
Issued:  5/15/09 Revision Date:  Page 47 of 51 

 

Attachment 10: Operations / Dust Control Plan Template 
 
The Operation/Dust Control Plan will include the following information: 
 
� Intent 

o Summary and purpose of overall operation 
� Demolition Site 

o Location of the building and the surrounding area 
o Include Site Map/Plan 

� Public Notice and Community Outreach 
o Planned Meetings – As coordinated with MDO-OEM and the local 

councilperson 
o Information Packet – Information delivered to affected residents 
o Press Releases  
o Media – List any efforts made to contact the media 

� Public Boundaries 
o Evacuation Zone – The inner perimeter with a minimum 300ft radius (may vary 

based on use of existing physical boundaries) around the demolition site where 
all residents and businesses will be asked to vacate until the post-operation 
cleaning is complete. 

o Safety Zone – the area around the demolition site where no unauthorized 
individuals will be allowed to gather.  Only persons in direct contact with the 
Incident Commander at the Command Post may be in this area. 

o Dust Impact Zone – The area around the implosion site most likely to be heavily 
impacted by the dust cloud, including the Evacuation Zone, where no vehicular 
or pedestrian traffic will be permitted.  Building occupants not evacuated within 
this zone will be asked to remain in their buildings, until the post-implosion 
cleaning is completed (shelter-in-place).  Only persons in direct contact with 
the Incident Commander at the Command Post may be in this area.  This 
area will be determined by the Blasting Contractor, General Contractor in 
coordination with the Philadelphia Department of Public Health. 

� Protecting Ventilation Systems 
o List the steps taken to ensure all affected residents and businesses HVAC 

systems are properly protected. 
� Evacuation/Operations Plan 

o Outline all Evacuation and Operation issues to include the examples that follow: 
� Evacuation procedures for the affected area that fall within the 

Evacuation Zone 
� FAA Flight restriction – The Philadelphia Office of the Federal Aviation 

Administration will be contacted by a representative from MDO-OEM to 
restrict the airspace over the site.  This request is made to: 

• Prevent static electricity generated by helicopter blades or aircraft 
engines from affecting the safety of ground personnel. 
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• Ensure the safety of any aircraft near the demolition site that may 
be distracted by the demolition or flying debris. 

• Prevent the post demolition dust from being stirred by helicopter 
prop wash. 

� The Fire Department will be on stand-by to handle any emergencies 
during and after the demolition.  If necessary utility companies will have 
field personnel on site to inspect the conditions of the surrounding utility 
service lines after the operation.  All utility lines servicing the building to 
be demolished must be disconnected and capped. 

� No one will be allowed back in the area until the following items have 
been completed: 

• Demolition is over – MDO-OEM (Command Post) will issue an “all 
clear” signal 

• Utility companies have completed inspection of surrounding utility 
lines. 

• Police and Fire Departments are satisfied that the area is safe. 
• Streets, sidewalks and buildings have been adequately cleaned 

(with approval from the health department). 
� Preliminary Work 

o List any work done prior to operation that addresses 
� Asbestos mitigation 
� Lead mitigation 
� Utilities shut-off 

� Explosives Schedule 
o Date and time explosives will arrive on site 

� Explosives Demolition Preparation 
o Preparation and structural modification required to facilitate explosives-handling 

operations.  Actions may include: 
� Wall removal 
� Exterior panel removal 
� Floor removal 
� Column modification 
� Building protection 

� Quantity and Type of Explosives 
� Explosives Transportation 

o List escort procedures and transportation route  
� Will be arranged with Philadelphia Police Department  

� Explosives Storage 
o Type of on-site explosives storage 

� Will be determined after discussion with Philadelphia Police Department 
– Bomb Disposal Unit. 

� Loading Procedure 
o Detailed description of times and location of the assembly of explosive charges 
o List the countdown and notification procedure  

� Initiation System/Sequence 
o List in detail the initiation system and sequence for the blasting operation. 
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� Seismographic Monitoring 
o Outline the contractor’s coordination efforts for pre and post blast inspections of 

adjacent properties and the recording of ground vibration, noise and air blast 
generated by the demolition using seismic monitoring equipment.  

� Air Quality and Dust Control 
o The concept and methodology of the Air Monitoring Plan will be determined by 

the contractor and the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Air 
Management Services. 

o Air monitoring will take place pre-operation, during operation and post 
operation. 

o Dust masks and protective eyewear will be distributed to anyone working in the 
Evacuation and Dust Impact Zones. 

� The type of masks and protective eyewear will be determined by the 
Office of the Director of Finance, Risk Management Division 

� Procedures for mask distribution will be listed in this section. 
� Adjacent Property Protection and Notification 

o List all techniques used to protect adjacent properties from displaced material 
(other than wind-blown particles and dust). 

� Site Security 
o List all site security efforts in this section 

� Post Implosion Sweeping/Cleaning Plan 
o Information included in this section should include: 

� Introduction 
� Participants – Who will be involved in the cleanup effort 
� Subdivisions – Cleanup zones identifies 
� Assessment – address the area affected by dust after the operation.  

PDPH and the Streets Department will make this determination. 
� Cleanup Priorities – List the streets or areas that need to be cleaned 

immediately to facilitate road openings, resident return, etc.  
� Cleanup Procedures – Who, what, when, where. 

� Pre/Post Implosion Rubble and Debris Removal 
o List all efforts for cleanup and disposal of debris. 
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Attachment 11: Implosion/Demolition Minimum Insurance 
Requirements 
 

Unless otherwise approved by the City’s Risk Manager in writing, all Contractors shall, at 
its sole cost and expense, procure and maintain in full force and effect the types and 
minimum limits of insurance specified below.  All insurance shall be procured from 
reputable insurers authorized to do business in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and/or acceptable to the City.  All insurance required hereunder shall be written on an 
“occurrence” basis and not a “claims-made” basis.  In no event shall work be performed 
until the required evidence of insurance has been furnished by all parties.  All insurance 
certificates shall specifically indicate that the coverage provided is for demolition and/or 
implosion work.  The City of Philadelphia, its officers, employees and agents are to be 
named as additional insureds on all policies required herein except the Workers 
Compensation and Employers Liability policy(ies).  Also, an endorsement is required 
stating that the coverage afforded the City and its officers, employees and agents as 
additional insured’s will be primary to any coverage available to them and coverage shall 
include a waiver of subrogation in favor of the additional insureds.  The City reserves the 
right to require Contractors to furnish certificates of insurance and/or certified copies of 
the original policies of all insurance required hereunder.  The insurance requirements set 
forth herein are not intended to and shall not be construed to modify, limit or reduce the 
Contractors liability. 
 

(a) Workers Compensation and Employers Liability: 
 

(1) Workers’ Compensation: Statutory Limits 
 
(2) Employers Liability: $500,000 Each Accident – Bodily Injury by Accident: 

$500,000 Each Employee – Bodily Injury by Disease; and $500,000 Policy 
Limit – Bodily Injury by Disease. 

 
(3) Other States Insurance, including Pennsylvania. 

 
(4) Include US Longshoremen & Harbor Workers’ Coverage (where applicable) 

 
(b) General Liability Insurance: 
 

(1) Limit of Liability: $1,000,000 per occurrence combined single limit for bodily 
injury (including death) and property damage liability; $1,000,000 personal 
and advertising injury; $2,000,000 general aggregate and $1,000,000 
aggregate for products and completed operations.  Provided, however, that 
the City may require higher limits of liability if, in the City’s sole discretion, 
the potential risk so warrants. 
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(2) Coverage: Premises operations; blanket contractual liability; personal injury 
liability; products and completed operations; independent contractors; 
employees and volunteers as additional insured’s; cross liability and broad 
form property damage (including completed operations); explosion, collapse 
and underground coverage; hostile fire pollution. 

 

(c) Automobile Liability Insurance: 
 

(1) $1,000,000 any one accident or loss for bodily injury (including death) and 
property damage liability. 

 
(2) Coverage: Owned, non-owned and hired vehicles. 

 

(d) Umbrella Liability:  Minimum limit of $5,000,000 each occurrence when combined 
with types and amounts of coverages required under (aA), (bB) and (cC) above. 

 

(e) Contractor’s Pollution Liability Insurance:  May be required dependent upon the 
nature of the work. 

 

(f) Performance Bond:  May be required dependent upon the nature of the work. 
 

All Certificates of Insurance must be addressed to: 
 

Attention:  Mr. Barry Scott,  
Deputy Director of Finance 

City of Philadelphia 
Risk Management Division 

One Parkway Building 
1515 Arch Street, 14th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA  19102 
Phone:  (215) 683-1710 

 

 


