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 Philadelphia Department of Public Health 

AIDS Activity Coordinating Office 

Surveillance Unit 

 

To Our Readers:  

 

The AACO Surveillance Unit of the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, which conducts HIV/

AIDS surveillance for the City of Philadelphia, produces this report. The data in this report reflect cases 

diagnosed through December 31, 2007 and reported through June 30, 2008. 

 

HIV/AIDS surveillance is the ongoing and systematic collection, analysis, and dissemination of popula-

tion-based information on HIV/AIDS.   

There are two basic types of surveillance; active and passive.  Passive surveillance is a process whereby 

diagnosing physicians voluntarily submit reports to the Department of Health.  Active surveillance em-

ploys strategies intended to identify unreported cases, and depends on secondary information sources for 

leads.  Information from laboratories, death certificates, direct contact with health care providers and re-

view of medical records, initiate the follow-up investigations.  The HIV/AIDS case count in Philadelphia 

results from a combination of active and passive surveillance. Physicians began reporting AIDS cases to 

the Department of Health in 1983. Name-based HIV reporting began in October, 2005.   

Cases can be reported on a standard CDC report form to our unit by contacting (215) 685-4781 during 

the day or by mailing the completed form to: 

City of Philadelphia Department of Public Health  

Post Office Box #58909  

Philadelphia, PA 19102-8909 

Security and Confidentiality 

All information about HIV/AIDS patients is strictly confidential and is collected strictly for epidemi-

ologic purposes.  Confidentiality of HIV/AIDS case reports is of critical importance to maintaining ef-

fective HIV/AIDS surveillance.  Federal, state and local health departments have implemented proce-

dures and policies to assure the confidentiality and security of HIV/AIDS data.  CDC is prohibited from 

accepting patient names, and before records are transmitted electronically, all information is encrypted 

by a computer program.  In addition, strict guidelines govern the release of reports similar to this one, 

which ensure that HIV/AIDS data are not presented in such a way so as to possibly identify any individ-

ual with HIV/AIDS.  Maintenance of confidentiality and security safeguards are criteria for federal fund-

ing and are a top priority within the Philadelphia HIV/AIDS Surveillance Unit.   



HIV Incidence Surveillance:  In adults and adolescents 13 and older, it is estimated that 114 people per 100,000 

population were infected with HIV in 2006a.  This is compared to the national estimated  rate of 22.8 infections 

per 100,000 populationb. The majority of new infections are occurring in men and in non-Hispanic Blacks, with 

case rates of 177 and 188 infections per 100,000 population respectively. The HIV incidence rate in non-Hispanic 

blacks was over 3 times the rate in all other race/ethnicity categories.   The stratified extrapolation approachb was 

used on all Philadelphia resident cases reported  through June 2007. A total of 295 (26%) cases had a valid 

STARHS result by June 2008; of these 63 were recent and did not have an AIDS diagnosis within 6 months of the 

initial diagnosis. The large confidence interval associated with the estimate reflects, in part, the large  number of 

cases without a STARHS result. With improvements in the proportion of newly diagnosed cases with a STARHS 

result, this interval will decrease.  Stratification by multiple characteristics or additional race/ethnicity categories 

was not possible with the current proportion of cases with a STARHS result. 

Table 1: HIV Incidence Estimate by selected characteristics, 2006 

  2006 Diagnoses
c
 No. (%) 

2006 Incidence Estimate, 

No. (%) [95% CI] 

Case Rate, 

 No. per 100,000 popula-

tion [95% CI]
a
 

Total 1123 1396 [948-1,844] 114 [77-151] 

Age, years
d
       

  13-24  169 (15) 178 (13) [91-265] 67 [34-99] 

  25-44  572 (51) 689 (49) [436-942] 157 [99-215] 

  45+  382 (34) 529 (38) [280-778] 102 [54-150] 

Gender       

  Male  766 (68) 984 (70) [600-1,368] 177 [108-246] 

  Female  357 (32) 412 (30) [154-671] 62 [23-100] 

Race/ethnicity       

  Non-Hispanic Black  780 (69) 937 (67) [233-684] 188 [118-257] 

  Other  343 (31) 459 (33) [588-1,287] 63 [32-94] 

Transmission Category       

  Men who have sex w/ Men
e
  312 (28) 446 (32) [175-717] N/A

f
 

  Intravenous Drug User  223 (20) 176 (13) [-26 - 377] N/A  

  Heterosexual  588 (52) 774 (55) [330-1,219] N/A 

Note. Abbreviation: CI, confidential interval a Case rates based on US Census 2000, downloaded from 

www.census.gov. bHall, H.I. et al. Estimation of HIV Incidence in the United States. JAMA. 2008;300(5):520-

529 . c Total will differ from 2006 total diagnoses reported in remainder of the 2007 Epidemiological Update be-

cause the dataset used for the estimate is cases reported through December 2007 as opposed to June 2008. d Esti-

mated age at infection. e Includes men who have sex with men who are also intravenous drug users. f Case rates 

are not calculated for transmission category because total population is unavailable.  
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Cumulative Adult HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS Cases 

The majority of all cases diagnosed in Philadelphia residents through December 2007 are in 

males (74.5%) and non-Hispanic Blacks (66.0%).  Heterosexual contact made up a greater 

proportion of HIV (not AIDS) cases (43.0%) as compared to AIDS cases (23.3%). Females 

make up a greater proportion of HIV (not AIDS) cases than AIDS cases. 

Table 2: Cumulative adult HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS cases by selected characteristics, 

1980-2007 

 

 

 

HIV  

(not AIDS) AIDS HIV/AIDS 

 N % N % N % 

Total  6,659 100.0 19,791 100.0 26,450 100.0 

Age at HIV Diagnosis 13-19 340 5.1 403 2.0 743 2.8 

 20-29 1,824 27.4 3,829 19.3 5,653 21.4 

 30-39 2,221 33.4 6,571 33.2 8,792 33.2 

 40-49 1,608 24.1 4,158 21.0 5,766 21.8 

 50+ 644 9.7 2,044 10.3 2,688 10.2 

 Unknown 22 0.3 2,786 14.1 2,808 10.6 

Gender Male 4,440 66.7 15,266 77.1 19,706 74.5 

 Female 2,219 33.3 4,525 22.9 6,744 25.5 

Race/Ethnicity Black, Non-Hispanic 4,351 65.3 13,102 66.2 17,453 66.0 

 Hispanic 836 12.6 2,020 10.2 2,856 10.8 

 White, Non-Hispanic 1,381 20.7 4,526 22.9 5,907 22.3 

 Other/Unknown 91 1.4 143 0.7 234 0.9 

Transmission Category Male-to-male sexual contact 1,833 27.5 7,155 36.2 8,988 34.0 

 Injection drug use 1,789 26.9 6,774 34.2 8,563 32.4 

 Male-to-male sexual contact & IDU 149 2.2 969 4.9 1,118 4.2 

 Heterosexual contact 2,862 43.0 4,605 23.3 7,467 28.2 

 Other 26 0.4 288 1.5 314 1.2 

 

 
 Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. Percentages may not add up to 100% due 

to rounding. Four adult AIDS cases were excluded because they were pediatric HIV cases at 

the time of diagnosis. (*) indicates a cell size less than or equal to five. 
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Adult HIV (not AIDS) 

Adult HIV (not AIDS) cases include all cases that have not progressed to AIDS as of 

June 30, 2008. Between 2006 and 2007, there was an increase in the proportion of 13 to 

39 year olds infected, while the proportion of those aged over 40 years decreased. The 

proportion of non-Hispanic whites, Hispanics and infections transmitted through male-to-

male sexual contact increased during the same period. 

Table 3: Adult HIV (not AIDS) cases by HIV diagnosis year & selected characteristics, 
2006-2007 

 

 

 

 2006 2007 

Cumulative 

1980-2007 

 N % N % N % 

Total  754 100.0 790 100.0 6,659 100.0 

Age at HIV Diagnosis 13-19 42 5.6 62 7.8 340 5.1 

 20-29 206 27.3 235 29.7 1,824 27.4 

 30-39 177 23.5 190 24.1 2,221 33.4 

 40-49 222 29.4 201 25.4 1,608 24.1 

 50+ 107 14.2 102 12.9 644 9.7 

 Unknown 0 0.0 0 0.0 22 0.3 

Gender Male 500 66.3 574 72.7 4,440 66.7 

 Female 254 33.7 216 27.3 2,219 33.3 

Race/Ethnicity Black, Non-Hispanic 526 69.8 484 61.3 4,351 65.3 

 Hispanic 91 12.1 121 15.3 836 12.6 

 White, Non-Hispanic 122 16.2 174 22.0 1,381 20.7 

 Other/Unknown 15 2.0 11 1.4 91 1.4 

Transmission Category Male-to-male sexual contact 200 26.5 239 30.3 1,833 27.5 

 Injection drug use 151 20.0 139 17.6 1,789 26.9 

 Male-to-male sexual contact & IDU 15 2.0 19 2.4 149 2.2 

 Heterosexual contact 388 51.5 392 49.6 2,862 43.0 

 Other 0 0.0 * 0.1 26 0.4 

 

 

 
 

 

Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. HIV name-based reporting was 

implemented in October 2005, thus HIV (not AIDS) data is considered incomplete prior 

to 2006. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding.  (*) indicates a cell size 

less than or equal to five. 
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Adult AIDS Cases 

The number of AIDS cases diagnosed annually continues to decrease. The proportion of non-Hispanic blacks 

diagnosed with AIDS decreased between 2003 and 2007; transmissions through male-to-male and 

heterosexual contact increased over the same period. Adult AIDS cases include all cases that have progressed 

to AIDS as of June 30, 2008. 

Table 4: Adult AIDS cases by AIDS diagnosis year & selected characteristics, 2004-2007 

 

 

 

 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Cumulative 

1980-2007 

 N % N % N % N % N % 

Total  821 100.0 712 100.0 743 100.0 702 100.0 19,670 100.0 

Age at AIDS Diagnosis 13-19 12 1.5 16 2.2 14 1.9 9 1.3 164 0.8 

 20-29 105 12.8 88 12.4 79 10.6 99 14.1 3,163 16.1 

 30-39 249 30.3 178 25.0 184 24.8 175 24.9 7,712 39.2 

 40-49 274 33.4 268 37.6 272 36.6 253 36.0 5,762 29.3 

 50+ 181 22.0 162 22.8 194 26.1 166 23.6 2,860 14.5 

 Unknown 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 0.0 

Gender Male 574 69.9 496 69.7 514 69.2 478 68.1 15,191 77.2 

 Female 247 30.1 216 30.3 229 30.8 224 31.9 4,479 22.8 

Race/Ethnicity Black, Non-Hispanic 567 69.1 516 72.5 533 71.7 490 69.8 13,009 66.1 

 Hispanic 94 11.4 82 11.5 76 10.2 70 10.0 2,009 10.2 

 White, Non-Hispanic 153 18.6 106 14.9 124 16.7 132 18.8 4,511 22.9 

 Other/Unknown 7 0.9 8 1.1 10 1.3 10 1.4 141 0.7 

Transmission Category Male-to-male sexual contact 234 28.5 180 25.3 194 26.1 183 26.1 7,125 36.2 

 Injection drug use 231 28.1 187 26.3 173 23.3 158 22.5 6,745 34.3 

 Male-to-male sexual contact & IDU 19 2.3 15 2.1 15 2.0 8 1.1 967 4.9 

 Heterosexual contact 335 40.8 330 46.3 361 48.6 353 50.3 4,545 23.1 

 Other * 0.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 288 1.5 

 

 

 
 

 Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Four 

adult AIDS cases were excluded because they were pediatric HIV cases at the time of diagnosis. (*) indicates 

a cell size less than or equal to five. 
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Concurrent HIV/AIDS Diagnoses, 2006 

Concurrent HIV/AIDS diagnoses (AIDS diagnosis within 12 months of HIV diagnosis) occurred 

in 37.9% of all new diagnoses in 2006.  This was not a large change from the 39% concurrent 

diagnoses in 2005
1
. In 2006, males were more likely to have a concurrent diagnosis (40%) than 

females (34%); a concurrent diagnosis was more likely with age, with the highest proportion 

(52%) in those aged 50 and older. 

Table 5: Time to an AIDS diagnosis after an HIV diagnosis, by selected characteristics, 2006 

 

 

 Non-Concurrent 

AIDS < 12 

months 

after HIV 

diagnosis 

2006 HIV/ 

AIDS 

Cases 

 N %R N %R N %C 

Total  791 62.1 483 37.9 1,274 100.0 

Age at HIV Diagnosis 13-19 42 73.7 15 26.3 57 4.5 

 20-29 212 80.0 53 20.0 265 20.8 

 30-39 188 60.1 125 39.9 313 24.6 

 40-49 233 58.8 163 41.2 396 31.1 

 50+ 116 48.5 123 51.5 239 18.8 

 Unknown 0 0.0 * 100.0 * 0.3 

Gender Male 526 60.5 344 39.5 870 68.3 

 Female 265 65.6 139 34.4 404 31.7 

Race/Ethnicity Black, Non-Hispanic 550 62.1 336 37.9 886 69.5 

 Hispanic 95 63.8 54 36.2 149 11.7 

 White, Non-Hispanic 131 61.5 82 38.5 213 16.7 

 Other/Unknown 15 57.7 11 42.3 26 2.0 

Transmission Category Male-to-male sexual contact 208 62.7 124 37.3 332 26.1 

 Injection drug use 160 63.5 92 36.5 252 19.8 

 Male-to-male sexual contact & IDU 15 65.2 8 34.8 23 1.8 

 Heterosexual contact 408 61.2 259 38.8 667 52.4 

 

 

 
 

 Note. 
1
 Source: Philadelphia HIV/AIDS Epidemiological Update, 2006. Abbreviation: IDU, 

Intravenous Drug Use; (%C), column percents; (%R), row percents. Non-concurrent cases include 

HIV (not AIDS) and AIDS diagnoses made more than 12 months after an HIV diagnosis. 

Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. (*) indicates a cell size less than or equal to 

five.  
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Adult Living with HIV/AIDS Cases 

The number of individuals living with HIV/AIDS continues to increase over time. The 

proportion of heterosexuals living with HIV/AIDS through 2007  (36.0%) is greater than 

through male-to-male sexual contact (MSM) (29.8%); in all cases diagnosed between 1980 

and 2007, MSM made up the greatest proportion of cases (34%). Additionally, a greater 

proportion of males and Hispanics are living with HIV/AIDS. 

Table 6: Individuals living with HIV/AIDS by selected characteristics,  2007 

 

 

 

Presumed 

Living with 

HIV/AIDS Deceased 

Cumulative 

HIV/AIDS 

Cases 

 N % N % N % 

Total  16,905 100.0 9,545 100.0 26,450 100.0 

Age at HIV Diagnosis 13-19 650 3.8 93 1.0 743 2.8 

 20-29 4,303 25.5 1,350 14.1 5,653 21.4 

 30-39 6,105 36.1 2,687 28.2 8,792 33.2 

 40-49 3,970 23.5 1,796 18.8 5,766 21.8 

 50+ 1,649 9.8 1,039 10.9 2,688 10.2 

 Unknown 228 1.3 2,580 27.0 2,808 10.6 

Gender Male 11,897 70.4 7,809 81.8 19,706 74.5 

 Female 5,008 29.6 1,736 18.2 6,744 25.5 

Race/Ethnicity Black, Non-Hispanic 11,133 65.9 6,320 66.2 17,453 66.0 

 Hispanic 2,037 12.0 819 8.6 2,856 10.8 

 White, Non-Hispanic 3,542 21.0 2,365 24.8 5,907 22.3 

 Other/Unknown 193 1.1 41 0.4 234 0.9 

Transmission Category Male-to-male sexual contact 5,046 29.8 3,942 41.3 8,988 34.0 

 Injection drug use 5,132 30.4 3,431 35.9 8,563 32.4 

 Male-to-male sexual contact & IDU 563 3.3 555 5.8 1,118 4.2 

 Heterosexual contact 6,085 36.0 1,382 14.5 7,467 28.2 

 Other 79 0.5 235 2.5 314 1.2 

 

 

 
 

 Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. Percentages may not add up to 100% due 

to rounding. Four adult AIDS cases were excluded because they were pediatric HIV cases at 

the time of diagnosis. (*) indicates a cell size less than or equal to five. 
 



Figure 1. Adult living with AIDS (LWA) cumulative and newly diagnosed adult AIDS cases, by year of AIDS 

diagnosis, 1998 - 2007  
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Adults Living with AIDS and new AIDS diagnoses over time 

 

An increasing number of individuals are living with AIDS over time while the number of newly diagnosed 

AIDS cases has declined in the last ten years. 
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Adult HIV/AIDS cases and case rates 

The case rates for non-Hispanic black and Hispanic males were the highest overall. The HIV/AIDS 

case rate in Hispanic males increased between 2006 and 2007.  During the same period, the case rate 

in females decreased, remaining stable only in non-Hispanic white females at 14 cases per 100,000 

population. The case rate in non-Hispanic black females was 1.6 times and 5.7 times the rate in 

Hispanic and non-Hispanic white females respectively. 

Table 7: Cases and case rate (per 100,000 population) of newly diagnosed HIV/AIDS cases by year 

of HIV diagnosis, 1980-2007 

 

 

 

 Male Female Total 

 N % Rate† N % Rate† N % Rate† 

2006 Black, Non-Hispanic 581 66.8 190.8 305 75.5 89.7 886 69.5 137.5 

 Hispanic 113 13.0 179.1 36 8.9 54.7 149 11.7 115.6 

 White, Non-Hispanic 157 18.0 54.3 56 13.9 15.7 213 16.7 33.0 

 Other/Unknown 19 2.2 39.3 7 1.7 14.1 26 2.0 26.5 

2006 Total  870 100.0 123.4 404 100.0 49.7 1,274 100.0 83.9 

2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 528 59.3 173.4 252 74.3 74.1 780 63.5 121.0 

 Hispanic 130 14.6 206.1 30 8.8 45.6 160 13.0 124.1 

 White, Non-Hispanic 213 23.9 73.7 54 15.9 15.1 267 21.7 41.3 

 Other/Unknown 19 2.1 39.3 * 0.9 6.0 22 1.8 22.4 

2007 Total  890 100.0 126.2 339 100.0 41.7 1,229 100.0 81.0 

Cumulative 1980-2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 12,377 62.8 4064.5 5,076 75.3 1493.3 17,453 66.0 2708.2 

 Hispanic 2,084 10.6 3303.5 772 11.4 1172.8 2,856 10.8 2215.4 

 White, Non-Hispanic 5,065 25.7 1751.5 842 12.5 235.8 5,907 22.3 914.0 

 Other/Unknown 180 0.9 372.5 54 0.8 108.4 234 0.9 238.4 

Total  19,706 100.0 2794.8 6,744 100.0 829.8 26,450 100.0 1742.7 

 

 

 
 

Note. † Crude rate HIV infections per 100,000 population. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug 

Use. Population based on US Census 2000, downloaded from www.census.gov. HIV name-based 

reporting was implemented in October 2005, thus HIV (not AIDS) data is considered incomplete 

prior to 2006. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Four adult AIDS cases were 

excluded because they were pediatric HIV cases at the time of diagnosis. (*) indicates a cell size less 

than or equal to five.  
 



Figure 2: Adult AIDS cases by gender, year of AIDS diagnosis and transmission category, 1998– 2007 
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Adult AIDS cases by Year of AIDS Diagnosis, Race/Ethnicity and Gender 

 

Table 8: Adult AIDS cases by year of AIDS diagnosis, race/ethnicity and 

gender 

 

 

 Male Female Total 

 N % N % N % 

2003 Black, Non-Hispanic 384 63.6 207 78.4 591 68.1 

 Hispanic 75 12.4 28 10.6 103 11.9 

 White, Non-Hispanic 136 22.5 27 10.2 163 18.8 

 Other/Unknown 9 1.5 * 0.8 11 1.3 

2003 Total  604 100.0 264 100.0 868 100.0 

2004 Black, Non-Hispanic 379 66.0 188 76.1 567 69.1 

 Hispanic 68 11.8 26 10.5 94 11.4 

 White, Non-Hispanic 122 21.3 31 12.6 153 18.6 

 Other/Unknown * 0.9 * 0.8 7 0.9 

2004 Total  574 100.0 247 100.0 821 100.0 

2005 Black, Non-Hispanic 338 68.1 178 82.4 516 72.5 

 Hispanic 60 12.1 22 10.2 82 11.5 

 White, Non-Hispanic 91 18.3 15 6.9 106 14.9 

 Other/Unknown 7 1.4 * 0.5 8 1.1 

2005 Total  496 100.0 216 100.0 712 100.0 

2006 Black, Non-Hispanic 353 68.7 180 78.6 533 71.7 

 Hispanic 55 10.7 21 9.2 76 10.2 

 White, Non-Hispanic 97 18.9 27 11.8 124 16.7 

 Other/Unknown 9 1.8 * 0.4 10 1.3 

2006 Total  514 100.0 229 100.0 743 100.0 

2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 317 66.3 173 77.2 490 69.8 

 Hispanic 51 10.7 19 8.5 70 10.0 

 White, Non-Hispanic 101 21.1 31 13.8 132 18.8 

 Other/Unknown 9 1.9 * 0.4 10 1.4 

2007 Total  478 100.0 224 100.0 702 100.0 

Cumulative 1980-2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 9,624 63.4 3,385 75.6 13,009 66.1 

 Hispanic 1,491 9.8 518 11.6 2,009 10.2 

 White, Non-Hispanic 3,963 26.1 548 12.2 4,511 22.9 

 Other/Unknown 113 0.7 28 0.6 141 0.7 

Total  15,191 100.0 4,479 100.0 19,670 100.0 

 

 

Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. Percentages may not add up 

to 100% due to rounding. (*) indicates a cell size less than or equal to five. 
 



Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. Cases with 

age at AIDS diagnosis unknown (n=9) not shown, but included in totals. (*) indicates a cell size less than or equal to 

five.  Four adult AIDS cases were excluded because they were pediatric HIV cases at the time of diagnosis.  
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Adult AIDS cases by Diagnosis Year, Race/Ethnicity and Age at AIDS Diagnosis 

 

Table 9: Adult AIDS cases by diagnosis year, race/ethnicity and age at AIDS diagnosis 

 

 Age at AIDS Diagnosis 

 13-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ Total 

 N % N % N % N % N % N % 

2003 Black, Non-Hispanic 11 91.7 80 72.1 210 69.1 168 62.9 122 70.1 591 68.1 

 Hispanic * 8.3 16 14.4 33 10.9 36 13.5 17 9.8 103 11.9 

 White, Non-Hispanic 0 0.0 13 11.7 56 18.4 60 22.5 34 19.5 163 18.8 

 Other/Unknown 0 0.0 * 1.8 * 1.6 * 1.1 * 0.6 11 1.3 

2003 Total  12 100.0 111 100.0 304 100.0 267 100.0 174 100.0 868 100.0 

2004 Black, Non-Hispanic 10 83.3 78 74.3 175 70.3 184 67.2 120 66.3 567 69.1 

 Hispanic * 8.3 13 12.4 30 12.0 29 10.6 21 11.6 94 11.4 

 White, Non-Hispanic * 8.3 12 11.4 40 16.1 60 21.9 40 22.1 153 18.6 

 Other/Unknown 0 0.0 * 1.9 * 1.6 * 0.4 0 0.0 7 0.9 

2004 Total  12 100.0 105 100.0 249 100.0 274 100.0 181 100.0 821 100.0 

2005 Black, Non-Hispanic 15 93.8 66 75.0 125 70.2 184 68.7 126 77.8 516 72.5 

 Hispanic 0 0.0 9 10.2 22 12.4 33 12.3 18 11.1 82 11.5 

 White, Non-Hispanic * 6.3 11 12.5 27 15.2 50 18.7 17 10.5 106 14.9 

 Other/Unknown 0 0.0 * 2.3 * 2.2 * 0.4 * 0.6 8 1.1 

2005 Total  16 100.0 88 100.0 178 100.0 268 100.0 162 100.0 712 100.0 

2006 Black, Non-Hispanic 11 78.6 57 72.2 124 67.4 193 71.0 148 76.3 533 71.7 

 Hispanic * 7.1 12 15.2 19 10.3 27 9.9 17 8.8 76 10.2 

 White, Non-Hispanic * 14.3 7 8.9 37 20.1 51 18.8 27 13.9 124 16.7 

 Other/Unknown 0 0.0 * 3.8 * 2.2 * 0.4 * 1.0 10 1.3 

2006 Total  14 100.0 79 100.0 184 100.0 272 100.0 194 100.0 743 100.0 

2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 7 77.8 69 69.7 132 75.4 165 65.2 117 70.5 490 69.8 

 Hispanic 0 0.0 14 14.1 18 10.3 25 9.9 13 7.8 70 10.0 

 White, Non-Hispanic * 22.2 14 14.1 21 12.0 61 24.1 34 20.5 132 18.8 

 Other/Unknown 0 0.0 * 2.0 * 2.3 * 0.8 * 1.2 10 1.4 

2007 Total  9 100.0 99 100.0 175 100.0 253 100.0 166 100.0 702 100.0 

Cumulative 1980-2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 132 80.5 2,206 69.7 4,899 63.5 3,784 65.7 1,982 69.3 13,009 66.1 

 Hispanic 13 7.9 346 10.9 851 11.0 558 9.7 239 8.4 2,009 10.2 

 White, Non-Hispanic 17 10.4 583 18.4 1,902 24.7 1,386 24.1 622 21.7 4,511 22.9 

 Other/Unknown * 1.2 28 0.9 60 0.8 34 0.6 17 0.6 141 0.7 

Total  164 100.0 3,163 100.0 7,712 100.0 5,762 100.0 2,860 100.0 19,670 100.0 

 



 

Note. Abbreviation: IDU, Intravenous Drug Use. MSM, male-to-male sexual contact. Heterosexual, hetero-

sexual contact.  HIV name-based reporting  was implemented in October 2005, thus HIV (not AIDS) data is 

considered incomplete prior to 2006. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. (*) indicates a 

cell size less than or equal to five. Other/Unknown Transmission Category column was suppressed in Table 

12; cases included in the total column. 
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 Male Female Total 

 N % N % N % 

2006 Black, Non-Hispanic 581 66.8 305 75.5 886 69.5 

 Hispanic 113 13.0 36 8.9 149 11.7 

 White, Non-Hispanic 157 18.0 56 13.9 213 16.7 

 Other/Unknown 19 2.2 7 1.7 26 2.0 

Total  870 100.0 404 100.0 1,274 100.0 

2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 528 59.3 252 74.3 780 63.5 

 Hispanic 130 14.6 30 8.8 160 13.0 

 White, Non-Hispanic 213 23.9 54 15.9 267 21.7 

 Other/Unknown 19 2.1 * 0.9 22 1.8 

Total  890 100.0 339 100.0 1,229 100.0 

 

 

 Male Female Total 

 N % N % N % 

2006 MSM 332 38.2 0 0.0 332 26.1 

 IDU 190 21.8 62 15.3 252 19.8 

 MSM & IDU 23 2.6 0 0.0 23 1.8 

 Heterosexual 325 37.4 342 84.7 667 52.4 

Total  870 100.0 404 100.0 1,274 100.0 

2007 MSM 359 40.3 0 0.0 359 29.2 

 IDU 158 17.8 57 16.8 215 17.5 

 MSM & IDU 26 2.9 0 0.0 26 2.1 

 Heterosexual 347 39.0 281 82.9 628 51.1 

 Other 0 0.0 * 0.3 * 0.1 

Total  890 100.0 339 100.0 1,229 100.0 

 

 

Male-to-male 

sexual contact 

Injection 

drug use 

Male-to-male 

sexual contact 

& IDU 

Heterosexual 

contact Total 

 N % N % N % N % N % 

2006 Black, Non-Hispanic 208 62.7 149 59.1 10 43.5 519 77.8 886 69.5 

 Hispanic 23 6.9 57 22.6 8 34.8 61 9.1 149 11.7 

 White, Non-Hispanic 93 28.0 42 16.7 * 21.7 73 10.9 213 16.7 

 Other/Unknown 8 2.4 * 1.6 0 0.0 14 2.1 26 2.0 

Total  332 100.0 252 100.0 23 100.0 667 100.0 1,274 100.0 

2007 Black, Non-Hispanic 196 54.6 98 45.6 12 46.2 473 75.3 780 63.5 

 Hispanic 36 10.0 63 29.3 * 19.2 56 8.9 160 13.0 

 White, Non-Hispanic 115 32.0 53 24.7 9 34.6 90 14.3 267 21.7 

 Other/Unknown 12 3.3 * 0.5 0 0.0 9 1.4 22 1.8 

Total  359 100.0 215 100.0 26 100.0 628 100.0 1,229 100.0 

Table 12: Adult HIV/AIDS cases by year of HIV diagnosis, race/ethnicity and transmission 

category  

Table 11: Adult HIV/AIDS cases by year of HIV 

diagnosis, transmission category and gender 

Table 10: Adult HIV/AIDS cases by year of HIV diagno-

sis, race/ethnicity and gender  



Figure 3: Adequacy of prenatal care based on Kessner Index , 2005—2006 
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Perinatal Exposures, Enhanced Perinatal Surveillance and Pediatric HIV/AIDS Diagnoses 

Enhanced Perinatal Surveillance (EPS) monitors cases of vertical HIV transmission in Philadelphia. 

Exposures dropped over 30% between 2006 and 2007.  Exposures continue to be primarily in non-Hispanic 

black children (83.5%). Between 1980 and 2007, 341 pediatric (<13 years old) HIV/AIDS cases have been 

diagnosed. Perinatal data is presented by year of birth, not year of diagnosis.  

Table 11: Perinatal Exposure Cases by Year of Birth and Selected Characteristics 

 

 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

Cumulative 

1980-2007 

 N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Perinatal Exposures Total  84 100.0 65 100.0 109 100.0 105 100.0 67 100.0 1,261 100.0 

Perinatal Transmissions  6 1.8 4 1.2 6 1.8 0 0.0 1 0.3 341 100.0 

Gender Male 45 53.6 36 55.4 62 56.9 48 45.7 37 55.2 649 0.0 

 Female 39 46.4 29 44.6 47 43.1 57 54.3 30 44.8 612 0.0 

Race/Ethnicity Black, Non-Hispanic 66 78.6 52 80.0 92 84.4 89 84.8 56 83.6 973 77.2 

 Hispanic 10 11.9 6 9.2 12 11.0 7 6.7 5 7.5 164 13.0 

 White, Non-Hispanic 8 9.5 7 10.8 5 4.6 7 6.7 6 9.0 118 9.4 

 Other/Uknown 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 1.9 0 0.0 6 0.5 

Transmission Category Mother with 

HIV/AIDS 

84 100.0 65 100.0 109 100.0 105 100.0 67 100.0 1,257 99.7 

 Pediatric 

Hemophiliac 

0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.1 

 Other 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 0.2 

 
 

 Note. Percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding. (*) indicates a cell size less than or equal to five. 
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Figure 4: Persons living with HIV/AIDS in Philadelphia (rate per 10,000 population) by 

 census tract, 2007 

Figure 5: Perinatal HIV exposures in Philadelphia (rate per 1,000 live births) by census tract, 

2005-2006 



 

DEFINITIONS 

AACO (AIDS Activities Coordinating Office): The office within the Philadelphia Department of Pub-

lic Health responsible for administering the city’s HIV/AIDS Programs. 

AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome): A result of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 

infection, which disables the immune system from effectively fighting  numerous opportunistic infec-

tions and cancers. 

CDC (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention): A federal disease prevention agency, which is 

part of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, that provides national laboratory and health 

and safety guidelines and recommendations; tracks diseases throughout the world; and performs basic 

research involving laboratory, behavioral science, epidemiology and other studies of disease. 

Confidentiality: Keeping medical information confidential or private. 

Diagnosis: Determination of the nature of a case of a disease based on signs, symptoms, and laboratory 

findings during life.  A diagnosis of AIDS for an adult is being HIV antibody-positive in addition to 

having one opportunistic infection, condition, or disease (e.g. wasting syndrome, PCP, Kaposi’s sar-

coma, CD4 T-lymphocyte count below 200 or 14%). 

Epidemiology:  The branch of medical science that deals with the study of incidence, distribution and 

control of a disease in a population. 

HIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus): The retrovirus that causes AIDS by infecting the T-helper 

cells. 

Incidence:  The number or rate of new cases of a disease over defined  period of time. 

IDU (Injection Drug Use): An HIV/AIDS transmission category  

Kessner Index: classification system for adequacy of prenatal care that takes into account month in 

which prenatal care began, number of prenatal visits and length of gestation.  

MSM  (Men who have sex with men): An HIV/AIDS transmission category. 

MSM/IDU (Men who have sex with men who are also injection drug users): An HIV/AIDS transmis-

sion category. 

Perinatal Transmission of HIV:  Term used to describe the spread of HIV/AIDS from a mother to her 

baby that can occur during pregnancy, labor, delivery or breastfeeding; also known as vertical transmis-

sion. 

Prevalence:  Total number of cases of a disease in a population over a period of time. 

Risk Behavior:  Used here to describe activities that put people at risk of contracting HIV/AIDS. 

Sexual Orientation:  The sexual attraction people feel for others, whether of their own sex, the oppo-

site sex, or both sexes. 

STARHS: Serologic Testing Algorithm for Recent HIV Seroconversion. Testing method used for Inci-

dence Surveillance. BED human immunodeficiency virus 1 capture enzyme immunoassay (BED) used 

on remnant serum to distinguish between ‘recent’ and ‘long-standing’ infections and estimate incidence 

at a population level.  

Transmission Category: a system that classifies cases by  possible HIV transmission risk factors or 

mode (s) of infection; e.g. IDU, MSM/IDU, perinatal transmission, heterosexual contact. 



 

Attention 

To be added or removed from the Epidemiological Update mailing list, to request data from the AIDS 

Activities Coordinating Office, or to make suggestions for future Epidemiological Updates please 

contact Mark Shpaner, Disease Surveillance Program Manager. He can be reached by telephone at 

(215) 685-4777, by fax at (215) 685-4774 or by e-mail at mark.shpaner@phila.gov. We welcome any 

comments or criticisms that you may have.   

Do you want more information?  Surveillance staff may be available to make presentations of up-to-

date surveillance data for Philadelphia or your hospital/reporting site/geographic area or presenta-

tions regarding the importance and methods of reporting AIDS cases.  If interested, please contact 

Kathleen A. Brady, M.D. at (215) 685-4778 to schedule a meeting time. 

AACO, PDPH 

Surveillance Unit 

1101 Market St., 9th Floor 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Mailing Address 

Street Number and Name 

City, State  98765-4321 

 

 

Please call, e-mail or fax your comments to: 

Kimberly Harris-McCoy, MSPH  

 Email: aacoepi@phila.gov  

Phone: (215) 685-4780 

Fax: (215) 685-4774 

 

 


