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New York City Evaluation

 In 2009-10, NYC evaluated point-of-sale regulation through 2 phases of street 

intercept surveys
 Phase 1 (pre): October – December 2009

 Phase 2 (post): August – September 2010

 Before the point-of-sale rule, NYC had tobacco health warning signs at the 

point of sale in the form of Surgeon General Warnings on cigarette packages 

or legal purchase age signs

 Participants: 500 adult current smokers and recent former smokers (defined 

has having quit in the last 6 months) exiting licensed tobacco retailers in all 5 

boroughs of NYC



 Awareness of tobacco health warnings at the point of sale 

increased from 30% to 67% after new signs were posted

 Among those who noticed the health warning signs:
 47% reported that the tobacco health warning signs made them think “a lot” 

about the health risks of smoking compared to 34% at baseline

 43% reported that the tobacco health warning signs made them think “ a lot” 

about quitting smoking compared to 31% at baseline

*Information provided by the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  Its evaluation is currently under peer review.  
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