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Executive Summary 
 
A Health Center Service Area (HCSA) is the geographic area in which a majority of a health center’s 
patients reside. Specifically, it represents the top zip codes from which 75% of patient visits originated in 
2007. These service areas were created using patient origin data from the Division of Ambulatory Health 
Services (AHS) of the Department of Public Health. 
 
HCSAs were created in response to requests from health center directors, staff, and community boards who 
were seeking to understand the health and health care needs of their communities. These service areas sketch 
a broad picture of all the potential Philadelphia residents that health centers could be serving. 
 
The HCSA report cover 6 main areas: 1) Socio-demographics including insurance status, 2) Chronic disease 
prevalence and hospitalizations, 3) Cancer screening, 4) Natality, 5) Sexually Transmitted Diseases, and 6) 
Leading causes of death. Hopefully, these data—which include comparisons to city-wide measures and 
national goals—will enable health centers to make informed decisions about their services.   
 
Key Findings 
35 of 46 Philadelphia zip codes are represented by the 8 HCSAs. Except in the case hospitalizations for 
chronic disease, HCSAs have lower socio-economic and health indicators than the city as a whole. 
 
Socio-demographics 
• HCSA #10 is the largest HCSA, encompassing 10 zip codes and 495,077 residents. 
• HCSA #6 has the highest percentage of Hispanic residents (28%); HCSA Strawberry Mansion, the 

highest percentage of Black residents (81%); and HCSA #2, the highest percentage of Asians (9%). 
• Over 40% of households in HCSA Strawberry Mansion are in poverty.  
• HCSA #2 has the highest levels of total (16%) and adult (18%) uninsurance. 
 
Chronic disease 
• The overlapping HCSAs of Strawberry Mansion and Health Center #5 in North Philadelphia have the 

highest levels of obesity, smoking, and asthma and the highest rates of hospitalization for asthma, 
diabetes, and heart disease. 

• Chronic disease hospitalization rates among HCSAs are generally lower than for the city as a whole, 
potentially reflecting lesser access to hospital ser vices within communities near health centers. 

 
Cancer Screening 
• In general, rates of breast and colon cancer screening among HCSAs meet national goals; cervical cancer 

screening rates are difficult to compare to national standards because of data variations. 
 
Natality 
• Low birth weight and infant mortality are highest in HCSAs #3 and #4 in West and SW Philadelphia. 
• 14% of pregnant women in HCSAs receive no prenatal care or care beginning in the 3rd trimester. 
• 50% of pregnant women in HCSAs were overweight or obese before pregnancy. 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
• HCSAs Strawberry Mansion and #5 have the highest gonorrhea and chlamydia rates in the city. 
 
Leading causes of death 
• Leading causes of death within HCSAs and Philadelphia are similar, but cause-specific rates differ. 
• HCSA Straw. Mans. has the highest crude rates of death due to assault, heart disease, and cancer. 
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Table 1a: Summary of socio-demographic and health indicators by HCSA 
 HCSA 2 HCSA 3 HCSA 4 HCSA 5 HCSA 6 HCSA 9 HCSA 10 HCSA 

Stra Man 
HCSA 

average 
Philadelphia Healthy 

People 2010  

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHICS 
Zip codes 19145, 19148, 

19146, 19147 
19143, 19142, 
19139, 19104, 
19153, 19131 

19139, 19104, 
19131, 19151, 
19143, 19142 

19121, 19132, 
19140, 19133, 

19120 

19134, 19140, 
19133, 19120, 
19122, 19124, 
19125, 19123 

19144, 19138, 
19141, 19120, 
19150, 19140, 
19119, 19126 

19149, 19111, 
19124, 19120, 
19152, 19135, 
19136, 19116, 
19115, 19114 

19132, 19121, 
19140 

-- -- -- 

Population 
 

162,683 253,591 272,522 230,571 328,033 312,842 495,077 133,769 273,636 1,517,550 
(1,448,394) 

-- 

Race 
-White  
-Black 
-Asian 

 
54.5 
33.0 
8.8 

 
17.2 
75.1 
4.6 

 
17.1 
75.4 
4.4 

 
13.2 
64.6 
4.7 

 
38.0 
35.5 
4.9 

 
14.8 
70.3 
4.3 

 
69.7 
14.9 
5.5 

 
6.3 

81.3 
0.8

 
28.9 
56.3 
4.8 

 
42.6 (38.7) 
42.4 (43.7) 

4.4 (5.3) 

 
-- 
-- 
-- 

Hispanic  
(of any race) 

3.5 1.9 1.9 23.0 28.2 12.6 12.5 15.6 12.4 8.5 (10.5)  

Household 
poverty  

24.0 28.2 26.1 37.1 34.4 23.2 16.8 40.1 28.7 18.4 (19.6) -- 

Uninsured   
-Total 
-Adult (≥18) 
-Child (<18) 

 
16.0 
18.4 
6.6 

 
11.4 
11.5 
11.0 

 
11.2 
11.5 
10.0 

 
11.5 
13.0 
7.5 

 
12.0 
15.5 
3.3

 
10.3 
12.4 
4.1 

 
9.1 

11.0 
3.4 

 
12.1 
13.1 
9.4 

 
11.7 
13.3 
6.9 

 
10.6 
12.0 
6.0 

 
0% 
0% 
0% 

No regular 
source of care  

13.6 12.3 10.1 10.8 11.3 9.5 9.2 9.6 10.8 10.4 4% 

CHRONIC DISEASE 
Obesity  
-Adult (≥18) 
-Child (6-17) 

 
24.7 
21.3

 
30.7 
30.8  

 
29.8 
30.2 

 
33.1 
34.6 

 
32.4 
34.3 

 
31.3 
28.9 

 
26.4 
28.6 

 
37.4 
32.4 

 
30.7 
30.1 

 
28.0 
27.3 

 
15% 
5% 

Adult 
smokers 

27.5 29.5 29.3 28.9 29.2 22.7 27.4 31.2 28.2 25.9 12% 

Asthma 
-Adult (≥18) 
-Child (<18) 

 
13.9 
21.9 

 
17.4 
20.6 

 
18.4 
24.7 

 
22.4 
28.0 

 
21.8 
27.8 

 
17.1 
24.4 

 
15.2 
20.1

 
23.9 
25.8 

 
18.8 
24.2 

 
16.3 
21.8 

 
-- 
-- 

Diabetes  
 

9.3 13.6 15.0 16.7 12.3 14.9 10.7 20.2 12.4 12.0 -- 

Heart disease  10.1 11.1 11.8 11.9 12.1 11.8 12.8 9.5 11.4 11.2 -- 

Mental health 
problem  

14.6 13.9 13.2 16.1 17.2 12.4 15.8 13.5 14.6 14.5 -- 

CHRONIC DISEASE HOSPITALIZATIONS (per 1000 persons) 
Asthma 
-0-14 years 
-15-24 years 
->24 years 

 
8.7 
2.4 
3.8 

 
13.8 
3.2 
5.9 

 
13.5 
3.1 
6.1 

 
12.3 
3.7 
6.9 

 
11.6 
3.3 
6.2 

 
10.1 
3.0 
5.2 

 
7.8 
2.0 
3.0

 
14.0 
5.1 
8.2 

 
11.5 
3.2 
5.7 

 
12.9 
3.4 
6.8 

 
1.7* 

-- 
-- 
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 HCSA 2 HCSA 3 HCSA 4 HCSA 5 HCSA 6 HCSA 9 HCSA 10 HCSA 
Stra Man 

HCSA 
average 

Philadelphia Healthy 
People 2010  

CHRONIC DISEASE HOSPITALIZATIONS (per 1000 persons) 
Diabetes 
(>24 years) 

 
3.8

 
6.6 

 
6.5 

 
7.9 

 
6.6 

 
6.6 

 
3.8

 
9.3 

 
6.4 

 
9.2 

 
-- 

Heart disease 
(>24 years) 

 
30.6 

 
32.1 

 
31.4 

 
31.0 

 
28.4 

 
26.2

 
30.0 

 
36.9 

 
30.8 

 
75.3 

 
-- 

CANCER SCREENING 
Pap smear 
not up-to-date  

22.4 16.4 15.2 13.7 18.4 13.7 22.2 15.7 17.2 19.2 10%** 

Mammogram 
not up-to-date  

27.0 20.9 21.0 21.3 25.4 18.6 28.2 22.2 23.1 23.1 30% 

Colon cancer 
not up-to-date  

43.2 40.9 40.1 44.6 52.7 38.4 44.8 45.6 43.8 41.2 50%*** 

NATALITY  
Late or no 
prenatal care 

12.3 15.2 15.0 14.6 13.1 11.7 11.9 16.4 13.8 12.7 ~0% 

Pre-pregnancy 
overwt/obese 

41.2 52.7 53.5 51.7 50.5 50.0 46.6 54.5 50.1 44.5 -- 

Low birth 
weight 

10.0 14.7 14.1 13.9 12.5 13.2 9.6 14.3 12.8 11.6 5% 

Mother <18 
years 

5.3 
 

7.1 7.1 8.8 8.6 6.9 5.3 10.5 7.5 6.1 -- 

Infant 
mortality rate  

10.0 15.6 13.8 11.2 12.7 10.9 6.7 11.5 11.6 11.2 4.5 

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES (cases per 1000 persons 15-44 years) 
Chlamydia 
-Male  
-Female 

 
12.2 
27.0 

 
18.5 
41.3 

 
18.7 
40.6 

 
24.8 
50.6 

 
17.6 
39.8 

 
19.6 
40.5 

 
8.1 

22.0

 
31.6 
59.7 

 
18.9 
40.2 

 
-- 
-- 

 
-- 
-- 

Gonorrhea  
-Male 
-Female 

 
6.6 
6.2 

 
9.7 
9.1 

 
10.1 
9.0 

 
12.0 
11.6 

 
8.2 
8.9 

 
8.3 
8.3 

 
3.7 
4.4

 
15.8 
14.8 

 
9.3 
9.0 

 
-- 
-- 

 
-- 

0.42 
MORTALITY RATES (deaths per 100,000 persons) 

Homicide 
(15-24 years) 

104.7 77.8 77.1 150.2 84.5 74.6 50.5 210.1 103.7 77.1 -- 
 

Heart disease 
(>24 years) 

390.7 368.6 368.1 355.4 308.3 336.6 398.2 431.4 368.5 387.1 -- 

Cancer 403.0 332.4 349.6 343.6 337.8 303.9 307.2 339.6 343.3 358.5 -- 
(>24 years) 
Bolded numbers represent highest values among HCSAs; Underlined numbers represent lowest values among HCSAs; Philadelphia data (in parentheses) are for 2006. *HP 
2010 goal for asthma hospitalization is among children <18 years of age; **HP 2010 definition of ‘up-to-date’ Pap smear is within the past 3 years, but Philadelphia data 
only allow for calculation within the past 2 years; *** HP 2010 goal is for sigmoidoscopy within the past 10 years, while Philadelphia data only allow for calculation of 
colonoscopy or sigmoidoscopy within the past 10 years.
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Methods, Data Sources, and Maps 
 
  

Figure 1a: Health Center visits, 2007 Health Center Service Area designation 
The HCSA for each Health Center is defined by the 
top zip codes from which 75% of patient visits 
originated in 2007 (see figures 1a-1i). This 
designation was based not on unique patients but 
rather total visits. Therefore, one patient who had 6 
visits in 2007 contributed 6 visits to the calculation. 
Visits included those made for adult and pediatric 
primary care, obstetrical and gynecologic care, dental 
care, immunizations, and laboratory only visits (not 
tied to a medical visit). Pharmacy visits were not 
included.  
 
Use of census tract to define service area was also 
considered, but the limited availability of health data 
at that geographic level of detail prohibited such 
analysis. Extensive discussions with the management 
staff of the Health Centers resulted in the current 
definition of service area. 
 
 
Table 1b: 2007 health center visit data 

Total visits HCSA visits HCSA/total  
Health Center 2 49,375 38,612 78% 
Health Center 3 32,460 28,520 88% 
Health Center 4 38,188 33,520 88% 
Health Center 5 42,747 31,872 75% 
Health Center 6 42,025 30,1871 76% 
Health Center 9 39,045 34,303 88% 
Health Center 10 54,348 46,870 86% 
Straw. Mansion 24,527 18,542 76% 
 
 
Data Sources 
Data for this report were derived from the following sources:  

• 2000 US Census, 2006 US Census 
• 2006 Public Health Management (PHMC) Household Health Survey (HHS) 
• 2006 Pennsylvania Healthcare Cost Containment Council (PHC4) hospitalization data 
• 2006 birth and death records from Pennsylvania Department of Health (PADOH) 
• 2006 Division of Disease Control (DDC) of the Philadelphia Department of Public Health  
• Healthy People 2010 (HP 2010) Midcourse Review 

 
Regarding birth and death record data: “These data were supplied by the Bureau of Health Statistics and 
Research, Pennsylvania Department of Health, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania Department of 
Health specifically disclaims responsibility for any analyses, interpretations or conclusions. 
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Figures 1b – 1i: Health Center Service Areas 
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Health Center Service Area #2 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code:  
19145 – 31%    19146 – 19% 
19148 – 21%    19147 – 8% 
 

• Second smallest HCSA – 162,683 residents 
• Highest percentage Asian – 8.8% 
• Large White population – 54.5% 
• Possible undercount of undocumented Mexican 

immigrants along Washington Ave. corridor 
• Highest levels of total and adult uninsurance and 

residents without a regular source of care 
 
 
Chronic Disease 

• Lower levels of obesity, asthma, and diabetes than 
city as a whole 

• Lower rates of asthma and diabetes hospitalizations 
than the average HCSA; however, asthma 
hospitalization rate among children under 15 years 
is 5x higher than Healthy People 2010 goal 

 
 
Cancer Screening Figure 2

• Highest percentage of women ≥21 without Pap smear in past 2 years – 22.4% 
 
 
Natality 

• Lower rates of pre-pregnancy overweight/obese, low birth weight, teen pregnancy, and infant 
mortality (IMR) than city as a whole 

• Yet 41% of women were overweight or obese before pregnancy and IMR was twice as high as 
Healthy People 2010 goal 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Relatively low rates of chlamydia and gonorrhea infections (Remember: infection rates are a 
function of disease prevalence/incidence and screening) 

 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Third highest rate of death due to homicide among young adults – 104.7 per 100,000 persons 
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Table 2a –  HCSA#2: Top 5 leading causes of death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

13 41.94 4.1 

All other causes 7 22.58 2.2 
Congenital malformations, deformations 
and chromosomal abnormalities 

5 16.13 1.6 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 2 6.45 0.6 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 2 6.45 0.6 
 
 
Table 2b – HCSA#2: Top 5 leading causes of death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 22 59.46 104.7 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 5 13.51 23.8 

Intentional self-harm (suicide) 4 10.81 19.0 
All other causes 3 8.11 14.3 
Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 1 2.7 4.8 
Diseases of heart 1 2.7 4.8 
Human immunodeficiency virus 1 2.7 4.8 

  
 
Table 2c – HCSA#2: Top 10 leading causes of death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 429 27.61 390.7 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 365 23.49 332.4 
All other causes 211 13.58 192.2 
Cerebrovascular diseases  83 5.34 75.6 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

70 4.5 63.7 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 68 4.38 61.9 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 60 3.86 54.6 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

49 3.15 44.6 

Diabetes mellitus 42 2.7 38.2 
Influenza and pneumonia 34 2.19 31.0 
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Health Center Service Area #3 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19143 – 44%    19104 – 6% 
19142 – 22%    19153 – 4% 
19139 – 9%    19131 – 3% 
 

• 5 of 6 zip codes overlaps with HCSA #4 
• High percentage Black – 75.1% 
• Highest child uninsurance – 11% 

o Based on sample size of 185 
 

 
Chronic Disease 

• Higher levels of obesity, smoking, and diabetes 
than city as a whole but near the HCSA averages 

• Second highest rate of asthma hospitalizations 
among 0-14 year-olds and second highest rate of 
heart disease hospitalizations 

 
 
Cancer Screening 

• Meeting Healthy People 2010 goals for breast and 
colon cancer screening 

Figure 3 
 
Natality 

• Highest rates of low birth weight and infant mortality 
• 53% of pregnant women were overweight or obese before pregnancy 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Gonorrhea and chlamydia rates near the HCSA average 
 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Second highest rate of death due to cancer – 349.6 per 100,000 persons 
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Table 3a – HCSA #3: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

44 65.67 81.0 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 7 10.45 12.9 

All other causes 7 10.45 12.9 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

5 7.46 9.2 

Assault (homicide) 2 2.99 3.7 
 
Table 3b – HCSA #3: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 40 70.18 77.8 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 7 12.28 13.6 

Intentional self-harm (suicide) 4 7.02 7.8 
Diseases of heart 2 3.51 3.9 
All other causes 1 1.75 1.9 
Anemias 1 1.75 1.9 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

1 1.75 1.9 

Pneumonitis due to solids and liquids 1 1.75 1.9 
 
Table 3c – HCSA #3: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages > 24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 545 25.37 368.6 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 517 24.07 349.6 
All other causes 306 14.25 206.9 
Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 128 5.96 86.6 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 76 3.54 51.4 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 75 3.49 50.7 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

70 3.26 47.3 

Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

70 3.26 47.3 

Diabetes mellitus 63 2.93 42.6 
Assault (homicide) 46 2.14 31.1 
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Health Center Service Area #4 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19139 – 27%    19151 – 13% 
19104 – 20%    19143 – 10% 
19131 – 15%    19142 – 3% 

 
• 5 of 6 zip codes overlap with HCSA #3  
• High percentage Black – 75.4% 
• Second highest child uninsurance – 10.0% 

o Based on sample size of 198 
 

 
Chronic Disease 

• Higher rates of obesity, smoking, asthma, and 
diabetes than city as a whole but near the HCSA 
averages 

• Higher rates of hospitalization for asthma (0-14 year-
olds) and heart disease than the average HCSA 

 
 
Cancer Screening 

• Meeting Healthy People 2010 goals for breast and 
colon cancer screening 

Figure 4 
 
Natality 

• Very high rates of low birth weight and infant mortality (along with HCSA #3) 
• 54% of pregnant women were overweight or obese before pregnancy 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Male gonorrhea rate higher than the average HCSA rate 
 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Third highest rate of death due to cancer – 343.6 per 100,000 persons 
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Table 4a – HCSA #4: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

42 65.63 71.0 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 7 10.94 11.8 

All other causes 7 10.94 11.8 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

4 6.25 6.8 

Assault (homicide) 2 3.13 3.4 
 
Table 4b – HCSA #4: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 42 71.19 77.1 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 7 11.86 12.9 

Intentional self-harm (suicide) 5 8.47 9.2 
All other causes 1 1.69 1.8 
Anemias 1 1.69 1.8 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

1 1.69 1.8 

Diseases of heart 1 1.69 1.8 
 
Table 4c – HCSA #4: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 585 25.7 368.1 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 546 23.99 343.6 
All other causes 333 14.63 209.5 
Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 142 6.24 89.3 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 81 3.56 51.0 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 76 3.34 47.8 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

73 3.21 45.9 

Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

70 3.08 44.0 

Diabetes mellitus 60 2.64 37.8 
Assault (homicide) 46 2.02 28.9 
Influenza and pneumonia 46 2.02 28.9 
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Health Center Service Area #5 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19121 – 36%    19133 – 3% 
19132 – 24%    19120 – 3% 
19140 – 8%   

 
• 3 of 5 zip codes overlaps with HCSA Strawberry 

Mansion  
• Second highest percentage Hispanic – 23.0% 
• Second highest percentage of households in poverty 

– 37.1% 
• Higher child uninsurance than the HCSA average 
 

 
Chronic Disease 

• Highest level of child obesity – 34.6% 
• Highest level of child asthma – 28.0% 
• Second highest level of diabetes – 16.7% 
• Second highest rates of young adult and adult 

asthma hospitalization  
 
 
Cancer Screening 

• Highest cervical cancer screening rates Figure 5
 
 
Natality 

• 52% of pregnant women were overweight or obese before pregnancy 
• Second highest percentage of mothers <18 years-old – 8.8% 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Second highest gonorrhea and chlamydia rates among men and women 
 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Second highest rate of death due to homicide among young adults – 150.2 per 100,000 persons 
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Table 5a – HCSA #5: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period  (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

29 52.73 44.5 

All other causes 12 21.82 18.4 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

5 9.09 7.7 

Assault (homicide) 4 7.27 6.1 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 2 3.64 3.1 

 
 
Table 5b – HCSA #5: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 52 72.22 150.2 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 4 5.56 11.6 

All other causes 4 5.56 11.6 
Diseases of heart 4 5.56 11.6 
Intentional self-harm (suicide) 3 4.17 8.7 

 
 
Table 5c – HCSA #5: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 465 24.56 355.4 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 442 23.35 337.8 
All other causes 251 13.26 191.9 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 97 5.12 74.1 

Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 95 5.02 72.6 
Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 76 4.01 58.1 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

71 3.75 54.3 

Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

71 3.75 54.3 

Diabetes mellitus 53 2.8 40.5 
Assault (homicide) 51 2.69 39.0 
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Health Center Service Area #6 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19134 – 14%    19122 – 11%  
19140 – 13%    19124 – 8% 
19133 – 11%    19125 – 5% 
19120 – 11%    19123 – 4% 

 
• Second largest HCSA – 328,033 residents 
• Highest percentage Hispanic – 28.2% 
• Second highest level of adult uninsurance – 15.5% 
• Lowest level of child uninsurance – 3.3% 

 
 
Chronic Disease 

• Approximately 1/3 of adults and children are obese 
• High levels of adult and children with asthma 
• Highest percentage of adults with mental health 

problems – 17.2% 
• Near HCSA average for chronic disease 

hospitalizations 
 
 
 
 Figure 6
Cancer Screening 

• Highest percentage without a colonoscopy or sigmoidoscopy in the past 10 years – 52.7% 
 
 
Natality 

• Percentage of mothers <18 years and infant mortality rate above the HCSA average 
• 51% of pregnant women were overweight or obese before pregnancy 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Male gonorrhea rate higher than the average HCSA rate  
 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Lowest rates of death due to heart disease and cancer 
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Table 6a – HCSA #6: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period  (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

52 52 57.1 

All other causes 16 16 17.6 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 9 9 9.9 

Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

9 9 9.9 

Assault (homicide) 5 5 5.5 
 
 
Table 6b – HCSA #6: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 44 52.38 84.5 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 19 22.62 36.5 

All other causes 7 8.33 13.4 
Intentional self-harm (suicide) 4 4.76 7.7 
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 
disease 

3 3.57 5.8 

 
 
Table 6c – HCSA #6: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 570 23.66 308.3 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 562 23.33 303.9 
All other causes 357 14.82 193.1 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 173 7.18 93.6 

Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 106 4.4 57.3 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

105 4.36 56.8 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 80 3.32 43.3 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis 

68 2.82 36.8 

Diabetes mellitus 66 2.74 35.7 
Assault (homicide) 55 2.28 29.7 
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Health Center Service Area #9
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19144 – 23%    19150 – 8%  
19138 – 17%    19140 – 7% 
19141 – 11%    19119 – 6% 
19120 – 10%    19126 – 6% 

 
• Large Black population – 70%  
• Uninsurance rates lower than the HCSA average 

 
 
Chronic Disease 

• Lowest percentage of adult smokers (22.7%) but still 
well above Healthy People 2010 goal 

• ¼ of children with asthma and 15% of adults with 
diabetes 

• Lowest percentage of adults with mental health 
problems – 12.4% 

• Lowest rates of hospitalization for heart disease 
 
 
Cancer Screening 

• Lowest percentage of residents overdue for cervical, 
breast, and colorectal cancer screening Figure 7

 
 
Natality 

• Lowest percentage with late or no prenatal care – 11.7% 
• 50% of pregnant women were overweight or obese before pregnancy 
• Percentage of low birth weight births higher than the HCSA average 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Near HCSA average for chlamydia rates 
• Lower gonorrhea rates than the HCSA average rate 

 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Only HCSA in which cancer (instead of heart disease) is the leading cause of death among adults 
over 24 years. 
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Table 7a – HCSA #9: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period  (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

29 48.33 37.9 

All other causes 12 20 15.7 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

10 16.67 13.1 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 2 3.33 2.6 

Diseases of heart 2 3.33 2.6 
 
 
Table 7b – HCSA #9: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 34 55.74 74.6 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 5 8.2 11.0 

All other causes 5 8.2 11.0 
Intentional self-harm (suicide) 4 6.56 8.8 
Diseases of heart 3 4.92 6.6 

 
 
Table 7c – HCSA #9: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 642 26 336.6 
Diseases of heart 586 23.73 307.2 
All other causes 360 14.58 188.7 
Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 156 6.32 81.8 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 119 4.82 62.4 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 97 3.93 50.9 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

85 3.44 44.6 

Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

70 2.84 36.7 

Diabetes mellitus 61 2.47 32.0 
Assault (homicide) 56 2.27 29.4 
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Health Center Service Area #10 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19149 – 18%    19135 – 6%  
19111 – 15%    19136 – 4% 
19124 – 12%    19116 – 4% 
19143 – 10%    19115 – 4% 
19152 – 8%    19114 – 3% 

 
• Largest HCSA with 495,077 residents, but 63% of 

visits come from 5 zip codes in the lower Northeast 
with a population of 270,698 

 
• Highest percentage White – 69.7% 
• Lowest percentage Black – 14.9% 
• Lowest household poverty percentage – 16.8% 
• Lowest adult and near lowest child uninsurance 

 
 
 
Chronic Disease 

• Highest percentage with heart disease – 12.8% 
• Near city average for obesity and asthma in 

children and adults 
• 27% of adults are smokers 

Figure 8• Lowest rates of hospitalization for asthma and  
diabetes, but child asthma rate 4.5x higher than Healthy People 2010 goal 

 
 
Cancer Screening 

• Highest percentage of women ≥ 40 without mammogram in the past 2 years – 28.2% 
 
 
Natality 

• Lowest rates of low birth weight, teen pregnancy, and infant mortality but still well above Health 
People 2010 goals 

• 47% of pregnant women were overweight or obese before pregnancy 
 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Lowest rate of gonorrhea and chlamydia, but gonorrhea rate among women 15-44 years still 10 
times higher than Healthy People 2010 goal  

 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Lowest rate of death due to homicide among young adults – 50.2 per 100,000 persons 
• Second highest rate of death due to heart disease – 398.2 per 100,000 persons 
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Table 8a – HCSA #10: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period  (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

37 46.84 34.1 

All other causes 15 18.99 13.8 
Congenital malformations, 
deformations and chromosomal 
abnormalities 

11 13.92 10.1 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 5 6.33 4.6 

Assault (homicide) 2 2.53 1.8 
Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 2 2.53 1.8 
Influenza and pneumonia 2 2.53 1.8 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 2 2.53 1.8 

 
 
Table 8b – HCSA #10: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 33 35.48 50.5 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 32 34.41 49.0 

All other causes 13 13.98 19.9 
Intentional self-harm (suicide) 5 5.38 7.7 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 3 3.23 4.6 

 
 
Table 8c – HCSA #10: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 1279 27.39 398.2 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 1091 23.37 339.6 
All other causes 747 16 232.6 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 245 5.25 76.3 

Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 233 4.99 72.5 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

203 4.35 63.2 

Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 130 2.78 40.5 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

105 2.25 32.7 

Diabetes mellitus 104 2.23 32.4 
Alzheimer's disease 68 1.46 21.2 
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Health Center Service Area Strawberry Mansion 
 
 
Socio-demographics 

• Percentage of total visits by zip code: 
19132 – 46% 
19121 – 24% 
19140 – 5.3% 

 
• Overlaps with HCSA #5, which also includes 

19133 and 19120 
• Smallest HCSA – 133,769 residents 
• Highest percentage Black – 81.3% 
• Highest households in poverty – 40.1% 
• High level of child uninsurance – 9.4% 
 

 
Chronic Disease 

• Highest levels of adult obesity, asthma, smoking, 
and diabetes 

• Lowest level of heart disease – 9.5% 
• Highest rates of hospitalizations for asthma, 

diabetes, and heart disease  
 
 
Cancer Screening 

• Near HCSA average for cervical, breast, and  
Figure 9colorectal cancer screening 

 
 
Natality 

• Highest percentage of pregnant women with late or no prenatal care – 16.4%  
• Highest percentage of mothers <18 years – 10.5% 
• Highest percentage of pregnant women who were overweight or obese before pregnancy – 54.5% 

 
 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases 

• Highest gonorrhea and chlamydia rates among men and women 
 
 
Leading Causes of Death 

• Highest rates of death due to homicide, heart disease, and cancer. 
 
 
**Strawberry Mansion’s HCSA is arguably the least healthy of the 8 HCSAs. 
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Table 9a – HCSA Strawberry Mansion: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 0-14 years 

  

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Certain conditions originating in the 
perinatal period  (complications of 
pregnancy or birth) 

14 46.67 38.3 

All other causes 8 26.67 21.9 
Assault (homicide) 3 10 8.2 
Congenital malformations, deformations 
and chromosomal abnormalities 

3 10 8.2 

Diseases of appendix 1 3.33 2.7 
Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 1 3.33 2.7 

 
Table 9b – HCSA Strawberry Mansion: Top 5 Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Assault (homicide) 41 77.36 210.1 
Diseases of heart 3 5.66 15.4 
Intentional self-harm (suicide) 3 5.66 15.4 
Accidents (unintentional injuries) 2 3.77 10.2 

All other causes 1 1.89 5.1 
Congenital malformations, deformations 
and chromosomal abnormalities 

1 1.89 5.1 

Diabetes mellitus 1 1.89 5.1 
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) 
disease 

1 1.89 5.1 

 
Table 9c – HCSA Strawberry Mansion: Top 10 Leading Causes of Death, Ages >24 years 

Cause of Death Frequency Percent Deaths/100,000 
Diseases of heart 335 24.94 431.4 
Malignant neoplasms (cancers) 313 23.31 403.0 
All other causes 167 12.43 215.0 
Cerebrovascular diseases (stroke) 72 5.36 92.7 
Septicemia (overwhelming infection) 57 4.24 73.4 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
(emphysema, COPD) 

55 4.1 70.8 

Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 
nephrosis (kidney disorders) 

53 3.95 68.2 

Accidents (unintentional injuries) 50 3.72 64.4 

Diabetes mellitus 43 3.2 55.4 
Influenza and pneumonia 39 2.9 50.2 
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Data Definitions 
 
 
Socio-demographics 
Population – Aggregated zip code populations as per 2000 US Census. 
 
Household poverty – Percentage of households below 100% of the Federal Poverty Level; per 2000 US 
Census for Philadelphia city and per 2006 PHMC HHS for HCSAs. 
 
Uninsured – Percentage of persons without health insurance at the time of the 2006 PHMC HHS. 
 
No regular source of care – Percentage of persons without a regular source of medical care at the time of 
the 2006 PHMC HHS. 
 
 
Chronic disease prevalence and hospitalizations 
Obesity – Percentage of children with body mass index (BMI)  ≥ 95th percentile; BMI ≥30 for adults. 
 
Smoker – Percentage of adults ≥18 years who smoked ‘every day’ or ‘some days’ at the time of the 2006 
PHMC HHS. 
 
Asthma – Percentage of persons with current or prior asthma at the time of the 2006 PHMC HHS. 
 
Diabetes – Percentage of adults ≥18 years with current or prior diabetes at the time of the 2006 PHMC 
HHS. 
 
Heart disease – Percentage of adults ≥18 years with current or prior heart disease at the time of the 2006 
PHMC HHS. 
 
Mental health problem – Percentage of adults ≥18 years with current or prior mental health problem at 
the time of the 2006 PHMC HHS. 
 
Chronic disease hospitalization rates – Number of hospitalizations per 1000 persons with a primary 
diagnosis of asthma, diabetes, or heart disease as per 2006 PHC4 discharge data.  

Note: Hospitalization rates may reflect variations in disease prevalence and severity and/or 
variations in access to hospital services. 

 
 
Cancer Screening 
Pap smear not up-to-date – Percentage of women ≥ 21 years with no Pap smear within the past 2 years 
at the time of the 2006 PHMC HHS; Healthy People 2010 defines ‘up-to-date’ as within the past 3 years. 
 
Mammogram not up-to-date – Percentage of women ≥ 40 years with no mammogram within the past 2 
years at the time of the 2006 PHMC HHS. 
 
Colon cancer screening not up-to-date – Percentage of adults ≥ 50 years with no colonoscopy or 
sigmoidoscopy within the past 10 years; Health People 2010 defines ‘up-to-date’ as having had a 
sigmoidoscopy within the past 10 years. 
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Natality

  

 
rdLate or no prenatal care – Percentage of women entering prenatal care in the 3  trimester of pregnancy 

or who received no care at all as per 2006 PADOH birth records. 
 
Pre-pregnancy overweight or obese – Percentage of women with BMI ≥ 25 before pregnancy began as 
per 2006 PADOH birth records. 
 
Low birth weight – Percentage of newborns with birthweights < 2500 grams (5lbs, 9oz) as per 2006 
PADOH death records. 
 
Infant mortality rate – Number of infant deaths (<1 year-of-age) per 1000 live births as per 2006 
PADOH death records. 
 
 
Sexually transmitted diseases 
Chlamydia rate – Number of chlamydia cases per 1000 persons as per 2006 DDC data. 

Note: Sexually transmitted disease rates may reflect variations in disease prevalence and 
incidence and/or variations in rates of screening. 

 
Gonorrhea rate - Number of gonorrhea cases per 1000 persons as per 2006 DDC data. 
 
 
Leading causes of death 
Number/frequency – Number of deaths due to a specific cause as per 2006 PADOH death records. 
 
Percentage – Percentage of all deaths due to a specific cause as per 2006 PADOH death records. 
 
Rate – Number of deaths per 100,000 persons due to a specific cause; number of deaths as per 2006 
PADOH death records and population counts as per 2000 U.S. Census. 

Note: These are crude rates and are unadjusted for age. 
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