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 Good afternoon, Chairman Schwarz, and members of the Board of Health.  I am 
Thomas Huynh, Director of Air Management Services (AMS) in the Department of 
Public Health. AMS is responsible for implementing and enforcing federal, state, and 
local air quality standards controlling the emission of air pollutants in Philadelphia, 
including the abatement of asbestos hazards and potential hazards through the Asbestos 
Control Regulation, adopted by the Board of Health in 1986 and amended in 1993. 
 
This request is being submitted in order to modernize the regulation according to current 
industry standards and practices, eliminate discrepancy, confusion and redundancies in 
the regulation, while maximizing the efficiency with which AMS Inspectors can conduct 
on-site inspections.  The proposed changes are as follows: 
 

1. To remove all specific fees from the regulations, specifically Sections II, III and IV 
of the regulation citing fees for asbestos abatement Permits, Notifications and  
Certifications.  The fees for Licenses, Permits, Notifications and Certifications are 
listed in the Health Code, and were recently  amended under the Code in 
December, 2008.  With any change in the Health Code fees for these documents, 
the Asbestos Control Regulations will need to be amended to reflect that change.  
This proposal seeks to eliminate the need for future fee amendments in the 
regulations, by referring to the Health Code. References will now be made to 
Sections 6-602; 6-603; and 6-604 of the Philadelphia Health Code for Licenses, 
Permits, Notifications and Certifications.  

2. To require that abatement contractors use clear six mil thick plastic bags for the 
disposal of asbestos waste. This allows the inspector to determine at a glance 
whether contractors have used adequate water in abatement and that the waste is 
properly stored in two separate bags.  With the currently used black bags, AMS 
Inspectors can only practically take a few representative bags, drag them into 
containment, and cut them open to ensure that the asbestos has been properly 
wetted and bagged.  A definition for Disposal Bags will be added to Section 
I.A.27.A. as a transparent bag that when filled makes readily visible the contents of 
the bag. 

3. To clarify the existing regulation allowing contractors to petition AMS to 
determine all or part of the major asbestos project to be treated as a series of minor 
asbestos projects.  Section III.A.4. will state that the Department may, at its 



discretion, determine that the potential division of a major asbestos project into 
subparts would be consistent with the safety-based requirements of these 
regulations, such that all or parts of the project may be treated as minor asbestos 
projects. 

4. To require that all accessible walls surrounding the area shall contain a minimum 
18” square transparent viewing port made of shatterproof material greater than or 
equal to 0.125” in thickness located at a height appropriate for accessible viewing 
and in such a manner so as to maximize visibility of the work area.  Viewing ports 
shall be maintained in a clear and unobstructed manner at all times.  This is 
currently a requirement in Delaware [DNREC Regulation 21, Section 10.4.(c)] and 
is a very inexpensive and effective tool in keeping asbestos abatement compliant.  
This provision would also allow AMS Inspectors and the Asbestos Project 
Inspectors (API) to continually monitor abatement as opposed to suiting up and 
entering containment to complete each abatement observation.  The inclusion of 
this viewing window would not replace a more in-depth, in-containment, 
inspection should conditions suggest it is needed to confirm compliance.  
Regulations requiring the API to enter containment twice per shift will not change 
under this amendment.  This condition will be added as Section VI.B.5.d. 

5. To allow the use of vertical glove bags. When the initial regulations were written, 
vertical glove bags did not exist and therefore are currently not allowed to be used 
on vertical pipe. (Section VI.c.3.e. (.25).   By changing this regulation, abatement 
contractors would have a choice between using glove bags or building a vertical 
plastic booth as is required under the existing regulation.   

6. To eliminate a discrepancy in the Asbestos Control Regulation.  In Section X, 
Asbestos Inspections and Reports, the definition of “Asbestos Containing 
Material” is given as greater than or equal to one percent.  Elsewhere in the 
regulation and the Code, asbestos containing material is defined as greater than one 
percent.  The definition should be changed in Section  X.D.3.  to “greater than one 
percent” for consistency.   

The asbestos abatement industry has evolved significantly since the last amendments to 
the Asbestos Regulation. During that time, we have learned from surrounding regions 
how we can improve our regulations to better protect the Public Health from the hazard 
of asbestos exposure. Accordingly, Air Management Services would like the support of 
the Board in approving these recommendations.  
 
Thank you for your attention.  I am happy to answer any questions that you might have.   



  


