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Introduction

Introduction 
Rodin Square is a mixed use development located between 

Pennsylvania Avenue, Hamilton Street, 21st and 22nd 

Streets, and Spring Garden Street. The building, designed 

well within the permitted FAR and height controls, features 

a modern Whole Foods Market with approximately  55,000 

square feet of shopping area with a prominent glass facade 

facing the Benjamin Franklin Parkway.  Office and retail 

space serve the Spring Garden neighborhood to the north 

in addition to retail space that activates Hamilton Street to 

the south.

Above the retail podium, nearly 300 luxury apartment 

units on nine levels look out towards amazing views of 

the city.  Residents are provided with over 50,000 square 

feet of landscaped rooftop including a 30,000 square foot 

residential amenity area.  This space, oriented towards 

the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, features a swimming 

pool, landscaping and green roofs, as well as spaces for 

gathering, exercising and relaxing.  

The Whole Foods Market is served by one level of below-

grade parking.  The residential units and additional retail 

are served through an attractive above-grade parking 

structure., 

Rodin Square brings new life to the Benjamin Franklin 

Parkway and surrounding neighborhoods with an exciting 

program and distinctive architecture.  
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Building Materials

Materials
Since Rodin Square is a mixed use building, the material 

palette, along with the projects massing, help differentiate 

uses. The residential portion of the building will be primarily 

a unitized glass wall system that will also incorporate metal 

panels and prefinished metal louvers. The southern ends of 

the twin residential bars are capped with darker gray metal 

panels with orange-brown terracotta/masonry accents. 

Using glass as the primary cladding material for the residential 

portion gives the building an exciting modern aesthetic while 

allowing amazing views of the city for the residents.  

A rich gray stone, recalling some of the monumental buildings 

on the Parkway, is utilized where residential elements meet 

the street level. Above the retail on the southeast corner, a 

curtain wall system clads a rectangular volume that contains 

residential lobby and amenity uses. This volume gives identity 

to the residential program while further activating the street 

and providing views to the city from within. A similar volume 

marks the office use on Spring Garden Street.

The retail base of the project is clad with a smooth orange-

brown terracotta/masonry material that connects to the 

city’s masonry tradition and provides detail at the street 

level. A stone base further enhances the retail at street level. 

At the grocery, a curtain wall system will activate the street 

by allowing views into the café space and store beyond, while 

providing views back to the city for customers. Additional 

retail utilizes storefront glass and colored fabric awnings to 

activate the streetscape and relate to the pedestrian scale.

At the above grade parking structure, a perforated metal 

screen with a randomized pattern of grays and browns 

creates an interesting composition that screens the structure 

and cars in the garage while still allowing ventilation.  
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Sustainable Design Strategies

 
Rodin Square will utilize a number of current sustainable 

design strategies for the benefit of its users, the city, and the 

environment as a whole.  

Building

Some of the major design strategies being considered are:

	 1.	� Natural Daylighting - Ample glass in units, as well as 

office and retail spaces, allow natural daylighting which 

not only makes for healthier and more comfortable 

occupants, but reduces the need for artificial lighting.  

	� 2.	�Green Materials - Interior and exterior materials will be 

selected with careful consideration to recycled content 

and proximity to the site. In addition, design and 

material selection will strive for minimal construction 

waste. 

	� 3.	�Energy Efficiency - Mechanical systems and appliances 

will be selected in order to increase energy efficiency. 

Plumbing fixtures will be selected and designed to 

increase water efficiency.

	� 4.	�Indoor Air Quality - The exterior envelope will be 

properly sealed and insulated in order to increase 

energy efficiency and moisture infiltration. Indoor 

materials, sealants, and adhesives will be selected in 

order to reduce potentially harmful characteristics to 

indoor air quality and for installers. Vestibules and walk 

off mats at building entries will reduce dust and other 

contaminants from entering the building.  Balconies 

and operable windows allow for increased natural 

Sustainable Design Strategies

ventilation to residential units.

	� 5.	�Bicycle Storage and Maintenance Facilities - Rodin 

Square will provide ample bicycle storage space as well 

as maintenance facilities to encourage residence to utilize 

bicycles as an alternative to driving.  Bike racks will also 

be provided for retail customers.  

 

Stormwater Management

Rodin Square will be built on a site that currently contains a 

large building and impervious surface parking lot with minimal 

existing stormwater runoff controls.

Green Roofs and planter boxes will be utilized throughout 

the project in order to promote retention, slow release and 

evapotranspiration of rainwater.   These Best Management 

Practices (BPM’s) will also provide reduction in heat island 

effects and will improve air quality while providing an 

aesthetically pleasing view of the roof structures from the 

surrounding areas.  An underground stormwater management 

basin will also be provided to control and reduce the rate of 

runoff for all rainfall events.
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