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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The HYATT Centric Hotel project is located at the southeast corner of 17th & Chancellor
Streets in center city Philadelphia, also known as 1612-34 Chancellor Street. The site is
approximately 60’ X 250’, currently occupied by a 1960’s cast-in-place three story
Parking Garage. The Garage will be demolished to make way for the new 13 story
HYATT Centric Hotel. The project also includes a 7,300 SF Ground Level Retail space
fronting 17th & Chancellor Streets and a below grade parking structure accommodating
220 cars. The site also fronts on St. James Street, a service street, to the rear.

The Philadelphia HYATT Centric will be designed under the new HYATT urban brand
currently found in other major US Cities such as Chicago, Miami, and San Francisco.
Each HYATT Centric Hotel is designed to reflect its urban location and local culture and
style. The 234,798 SF, 13 story Hotel will provide 309 keys as well as: a multi-level
lobby, a restaurant and bar, a social lounge, a small banquet / meeting facility, a fitness
center, and support and back of house requirements. The proposed double loaded hotel
configuration provides window fenestration on all three street frontages highlighted by
the corner suites facing both 17th and Chancellor Streets. The main Hotel entrance and
Lobby is framed by an angular canopy, located midway on the block between the ground
floor retail space and the parking garage entrance. The Lobby exterior as well as the
Ground Level Retail is fully glazed to expose the hotel lobby and the retail interior. The
main Lobby entrance provides drop-off and vehicle cueing along Chancellor Street. The
receiving and trash handling facility is located in an enclosed loading area fronting on
St. James Street.

The site is surrounded by several large early 20th century buildings ranging from 10 to
25 stories such as the Warwick Hotel, a 20 story brick building, and 1616 Walnut, now
called “The ICON”, is an early 1900’s, 25 story brick and terracotta “Art Deco” hi-rise.
The 13 story HYATT Centric, smaller by comparison, is designed to express verticality to
maximize the impression of height and to reflect the vertical expression of the “Art
Deco” hi-rise era. The neighboring ICON Building is a good example of this.

The Hyatt Centric’s Ground Floor is defined by a pre-cast colonnade with full height
glazing that forms the building’s base. The building base curves around the corner at
17th & Chancellor to expand the public way and promote the arrival view looking down
Chancellor Street toward the Hotel entrance. Above the corner and extending upward
to the top floor, the building mass has been carved to provide openness (light and air) to
the street. This corner is also highlighted by the 2nd level rooftop garden. The
highlighted faceted façade extends from the Lobby core mid-block to the corner at 17th
& Chancellor and then wraps the corner forming the cut-away massing and 2nd level
roof garden. The faceted façade panels create an angular three dimensional rhythm
that changes as you approach the building. The balance of the building is contained
within a brick frame that wraps up and around the perimeter of the structure. Vertical
glazing panels provide floor to ceiling glass set against vertically grained pre-cast
panels and trimmed with light bronze metalwork. The façade materials include gray
iron spot brick, textural precast concrete panels, light bronze and stainless trim, and
lightly tinted glass.

The HYATT Centric is being designed as a LEED Silver Certified Project.

MIXED USE SF PROGRAM SUMMARY

Hotel:            190,904 SF

Retail:              13,157 SF

Garage:            30,737 SF

Total:              234,798 SF 

ZONING DATA

District:                   CMX-5, Center City Core
Commercial Mixed Use

Lot Area:                 15,210 SF

Max FAR:                 Allowed  = 182,520 SF 
(1200%)                    Provided = 181,973 SF

Max Height:            Allowed  = NO LIMITED
Provided = 174’-0”

Bulk & Massing     Skyplane Compliant 
Controls:
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Aerial View Looking Northwest Aerial View Looking Northeast

05 | CONTEXTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF PROJECT SITE



17
th

St
re

et

16
th

St
re

et

1

3

2

St. James Street

Chancellor Street
5

7

4

6

8 9

10

12

11

HYATT CENTRIC - Philadelphia at 17TH & Chancellor   |   CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW   |   August 23, 2016

CONTEXTUAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF PROJECT SITE |   06



3    NE Corner Of 17th And Chancellor 5    Looking Southwest On Chancellor Street

4 Looking Northeast On Chancellor Street 6    Looking Southeast On Chancellor Street
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2 NE Corner of 17th and Chancellor
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9    Looking West On St. James Street 11   Looking West On St. James Street

10 Looking North On 17th Street 12    Looking East On Chancellor Street
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7    Looking West On St. James Street

8    Looking West On St. James Street
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Aerial View Looking Southeast

Aerial View Looking Northeast

Aerial View Looking South

Aerial View Looking Northwest





SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

This 13-story, 234,798 SF Hyatt Centric Hotel project situated on
top of an existing parking garage at the corner of 17th &
Chancellor Streets aspires to achieve LEED Silver level
certification. Hyatt Centric Hotel's dense urban infill site location,
ground floor retail, existing building reuse, and close proximity to
multiple transit alternatives, goods, and basic services lends itself
to being a successful LEED project and will further activate the
greater neighborhood fabric. The project estimates reducing
energy and water consumption by 18% and 35% respectively
below a comparable baseline and will strive to maximize recycled
and regional content of building materials.

SITE DESIGN:

• Connected to mass transit; located with ¼ mile of 
Septa Broad Street Line, multiple Septa Bus stops, 
and the NJ Patco commuter line. 

• Native Landscaping materials
• Bike Racks

BUILDING FEATURES:

• Low Flow and Water saving Fixtures
• Enhanced perimeter Building Insulation
• Low “E” Energy efficient Insulated glazing  
• Highly reflective white roofs
• Large glass windows for maximum natural 

daylighting
• LED Lighting
• Finish materials with recycled content when 

possible
• Locally sourced materials when possible 
• Eco-friendly maintenance and cleaning products
• Low VOC Interior Paints  
• Trash Recycling Programs 
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Flamed Granite Paver Stamped/Stained Concrete Sidewalk Pervious Concrete Paver Boarder Decorative Light Post

Ostrya Virginiana (American Hophornbeam) 

Green Roof-Lush drought tolerant wild 
shrubs, flowers and grass .
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