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 Gary Jastrzab, Executive Director of the Philadelphia City Planning Commission, 
welcomed everyone to Moore College of Art and Design. He gave an introduction if the 
Citywide Vision of Philadelphia2035. 
 
 A video was shown with different areas of the city. 
 
 Chairman Alan Greenberger convened the City Planning Commission Meeting of June 
7, 2011 at 6:05pm.  
 

 Mr. Greenberger stated this is the process of looking at the future. That is what 
this plan is; it is shaping this great city’s future. He thanked Moore College of Art and Design, 
and Happy Fernandez for letting us have our meeting here. He acknowledged the following 
people: 

His predecessor, Janice Woodcock (the former Executive Director of the Philadelphia 
City Planning Commission);  

Danielle DiLeo Kim, who was an outside consultant, who worked with us for a year on 
this plan; 

William Penn Foundation, who made this possible. 
 
We connected government, private sector, and the public will to create this plan. He 

stated we are establishing a process for implementation and long term planning. We are 
characterizing this as a living document. This Citywide Vision is the first attempt at public will. It 
has taken the last year and half preparing this citywide plan. Philadelphia2035 is the key 
element for rewriting the zoning code. He acknowledged Eva Gladstein and Natalie Shieh (who 
probably knows more about the Zoning Code). It was a combined and integrated effort that 
Alan Urek put together. District Plans will let us see where we need new land uses. The 
Citizens Planning Institute has a crew of new graduations here tonight. When Janice was 
Director, we had Imagine Philadelphia. We had numerous committees that reached out to the 
communities. Cities, and their respective areas, are the DNA of their world. We are the 9th 
largest. The plan is organized into three themes or categories -- Thrive, Connect, and Renew. 
Together the categories or themes, take on nine plan elements with over-arching goals: 

THRIVE -- Neighborhoods, Economic Development, and Land Management 
CONNECT -- Transportation and Utilities 
RENEW -- Open Space, Environmental Resources, Historic Preservation, and the              
Public Realm 
 
We are officially launching the District Plans. There will be 18 District Plans. The first 

two plans will be 1) Lower South; and 2) West Park. We intend to complete the 18 District 
Plans in 5 years. We are looking at the Neighborhood commercial corridors, TOD, etc. Where 
does it have to change, and where does it not have to change. It continues with the 18 District 
Plans and the zoning mapping vision. It will be revised as we go along. On a 6 month basis as 
we finish each District Plan, we will revise it. This is a very proud moment for all of us. We are 
seeing this happen in a 50 year cycle. He thanked the staff, the design and communication 
people, colleagues, and the Citizens Planning Institute. 

 
Mr. Syrnick commended the Philadelphia City Planning staff on the plan.  They covered 

every aspect. It was clearly a major effort, a major work. Kudos to a job well done. 
 
Upon motion by Mr. Syrnick, seconded by Ms. Rogo Trainer, the City Planning 

Commission adopts the Citywide Vision of Philadelphia2035. 
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This vote was unanimously approved. 
 

Ms. Rogo Trainer replied as a Commission, it is a wonderful document. We now have 
something for goals and aspirations. As an architect and planner, it builds on strengths of the 
City. It gives a really great start to District Plans. Congratulations to the staff and everyone who 
comes to the meetings. 

 
Ms. Ruiz replied she is proud to be part of the City. She was born and raised here. She 

thanked the Mayor for his leadership. There is some confusion between land bank and the land 
trust. Staff has been wonderful and document is terrific. 

 
Ms. Miller replied it is pretty exciting to be a part of this document, and to have a 

framework. 
 
Mr. Lee replied there is no failure of a good plan. 
 
Mr. Eiding replied he was also born and raised in Philadelphia. He is so excited in his 

next 50 years to see this happen. He thanked everybody. 
 
Mr. Syrnick replied the general consensus is this is a really good plan. We saw this on a 

monthly basis from Alan Urek, and other presenters. It is not an easy job. They did it will. 
 
Mr. Greenberger replied none of this book, none of the re-writing of the zoning code, 

you cannot do this without the support of the leadership of the City. 
 
Mayor Nutter thanked Alan Greenberger, and the Commissioners’ tremendous work. 

He thanked Gary J. Jastrzab. He came from Harrisburg. He was trying to secure money for our 
schools. He would like to give our children a better City. He said this is the second night 
meeting he has attended at the Planning Commission. The first one was in June 2008 at the 
Academy of the Natural Sciences to share our vision for planning in Philadelphia. We are proud 
to say Philadelphia is a growing city. He said he wanted the Philadelphia City Planning 
Commission to go back to being a force in planning, design, and coordination. Greenworks 
Philadelphia is incorporated into the Philadelphia2035. The Zoning Code Commission 
submitted a new re-write of code in over 40 years. It is his hope to have that code passed this 
year. One more accomplishment added to the list – Philadelphia2035 Citywide Comprehensive 
Plan. We are going to get this plan done within the next 15 to 20 years. Change takes awhile. 
This stuff matters. In December, he attended the first CPI graduation. This is very important. 
Citizens out there doing what they need to do and getting involved. He commended this 
second class of CPI - open and transparent, engaged, involved. He gets his work done with the 
citizens. There is something in the plan for everyone. God Bless! 

 
Mr. Greenberger thanked the Mayor for giving him the opportunity to get the job done. 
 
Steve Huntingdon, from the Crosstown Coalition of 12 civic associations, stated this is a 

great plan, shows tremendous work, and facts that haven’t been seen in one place. He saw the 
document of May 17. His group hasn’t seen or reviewed the vision document. There was an 
original document in February. There were workshops in April. These workshops were in 
conjunction with the zoning Code Commission workshops – 9 meetings to attend during the 
working day. The staff made the outreach to the community before putting pen to paper. He is 
hopeful that the planning process won’t end with this document. 

 



PCPC Minutes   
6/7/11 
 

 

3 

 

Mr. Greenberger thanks him for his comments and his leadership of the coalition. This 
is a living plan that will be an ongoing one. 

 
Steven Greenstein replied he is a transplant to Philadelphia. Your remarks of “making 

Philadelphia congestion free”. You could not do it. It is nearly impossible to make it congestion 
free. 

 
Gwendolyn Austin, community leader, commended the Philadelphia City Planning 

Commission, the Mayor, and everyone involved. She has spent years to get together to get 
things done. She applauded them for getting this done.  

 
Mr. Greenberger stated this is the second group of graduates, and Donna Carney, 

leader of CPI. 
 
Donna Carney replied it has been a real privilege working with the Philadelphia City 

Planning Commission, and getting the CPI off the ground a year later. It is the mission of the 
CPI to make citizens empowered in their neighborhoods. There are 42 different neighborhoods 
represented by the graduates tonight. They are willing to share their expertise without pay. We 
are here to honor 47 Philadelphians. Thank you CPI graduates for all you do for this City. 
Eighteen of you participated in the pilot plan. There were 13 instructors for the courses. She 
thanked all of the instructors. 

 
Mr. Jastrzab read the names of the graduates, and Ms. Carney gave them their 

certificates. 
 
  
 
 Mr. Syrnick adjourned the City Planning Commission Meeting of June 7, 2011 at 
7:15pm. 
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SUMMARY 
                                                
1) Adoption of the Citywide Vision of Philadelphia2035 (Presented by Alan 

Greenberger).       Adopted  
 

2) Citizens Planning Institute Graduation (Presented by Donna Carney and 
Gary Jastrzab).  
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