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 Vice Chair Joseph Syrnick convened the City Planning Commission Meeting of February 
19, 2013 at 1:07pm. 
 
 

1) Approval of the Minutes for the January 15, 2013 meeting. 
 

Upon motion by Ms. Thompson, the City Planning Commission approved the minutes 
for the January 15, 2013 meeting. 

 
 

2) Executive Director’s Update 
 
Mr. Jastrzab stated he had a lengthy report. 
 

• ALAN UREK APPOINTMENT 
Mr. Jastrzab was pleased to announce that Alan Urek, former Strategic Planning 
& Policy  Division Director,  has been appointed interim Deputy Executive 
Director. 

 
• CPI SEMESTER #6 

The Citizens Planning Institute will hold its spring course of 6 classes in this 
room beginning on April 10 and ending on May 18. The application form will be 
posted on the CPI website (citizensplanninginstitute.org) on Friday, March 1, 
with applications accepted through March 26. The capacity is for 30 people to 
attend those courses. 

 
Elective classes for this series will be “Crafting Commercial Corridors”; “The 
Capital Budget-How Does It Affect You?” and “Partnering with City Agencies & 
Nonprofits”.  See flyers on the table. 

 
• HOLD THE DATES: 

1. Central District – Final Public Meeting Wednesday, February 27, from 5:00 
to 7:30pm, Conversation Hall, City Hall, 2nd floor. Enter from the NE corner 
of City Hall.  

 
2. Frankford Transportation Center Community Visioning Workshop – 

Saturday, March 2, from 10:00am to 1:00pm at Aria Health Community 
Room, 4900 Frankford Avenue. To plan for cost-effective improvements to 
pedestrian, auto, and transit circulation in front of FTC and along Frankford 
Avenue. The purpose is to help implement the recommendation of the Lower 
Northeast Plan 42 re: the FTC Focus Area.  

 
3. Reminder: Special PCPC Meeting: Thursday February 28 from 9 to 10:00 

am. THIS DATE MAY CHANGE. 
 

4. CDR Committee scheduled for March 5th at 1:00pm. It looks like this meeting 
will have a lengthier agenda. 

 
5. Reminder: Change of PCPC April Meeting date: from Tuesday, April 16 to 

Thursday, April 18 at 1:00pm in this room. 
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ITEM RECOMMENDED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL: 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AGREEMENTS RECOMMENDED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL: 
Address: 1309-1313 and 1319 North 6th Street; the Redeveloper is Shimon Levy; Proposal is  
for the new construction of 13 rental housing units. 
 
3 SIDEYARDS ITEMS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL: 

1. 1410 North 56th Street -- Emma McDonald 
2. 3516 North Water Street -- Hector M. Diaz, Sr. 
3. 3134 Page Street -- Ernestine Andrews 

 
3 BILLS RECOMMENDED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL: 
 

1. Zoning Bill 130022 to authorize a sidewalk café at 824 South 8th Street (Introduced by  
Councilmember Squilla on January 24, 2013). 

 
2. Zoning Bill 130079 to authorize a sidewalk café at 119 South 39th Street (Introduced by  

Councilmember Blackwell on February 7, 2013). 
 

3. Streets Bill 130083 to authorize a utility right-of-way from the western side of Front Street  
to I-95, north of Callowhill Street (Introduced by Councilmember Squilla on February 7, 2013). 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE RECOMMENDATION: TO NOT BE APPROVED 
Bill 130064 is a time extension (to March 31, 2013) for previous Bill 120396 (approved September 13,  
2012 and having only a 60-day approval period until November 12, 2012), which would authorize  
sidewalk encroachments on the 300 block of Spring Garden Street (Finnegan’s Wake). The PCPC  
approved some of the proposed encroachments (planter boxes, bollards), but not the balcony  
extending out over the sidewalk to the street. 
 
At its meeting of May 29, 2012, the City Planning Commission recommended that Bill No.120396  
be approved only on the condition that the authorization for balcony extending out over the public  
sidewalk be removed from the bill. 
 
Council did not amend the bill as recommended. Since this is a time extension, and the Commission  
opposed the balcony (which cannot be severed from this bill), staff recommends reaffirming our  
previous position and recommend that the bill not be approved. 
 
 

3 Staff Presentation: Philadelphia2035 Annual Update. 
 

Alan Urek and Danielle DiLeo Kim jointly presented the annual update and the 2013 
calendar. This presentation was first presented at the Center for Architecture on January 10. It 
covers a lot of ground – 135 sq. miles of the City. The Philadelphia City Planning Commission 
has the responsibility to work with the stakeholders to reach those goals. There are 3 themes 
and 9 elements that were put into a calendar. Citywide vision has 25 goals and 74 objectives 
for 18 District Plans. Three of the District Plans have been adopted: Lower Northeast, Lower 
South, and West Park. Two are in progress at the end of 2012, and will be adopted in 2013: 
Central and University/Southwest. At least two more will begin in 2013: Central Northeast and 
Lower North.  In February, Neighborhoods - 2012 saw tremendous progress from Nicetown to 
Passyunk Square, for transit-oriented development projects, community facilities, commercial 
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corridors, housing options, and healthy foods. In March, Economic Development – make 
Philadelphia more competitive in the metropolitan region with construction projects. In April, 
Land Management – capitalize on land assets. In May, Zoning Code Implementation – a 
modern code for a 21st century city. In June, the 4th element is transportation – improve safety, 
efficiency, and convenience. In July, Utilities – adapt utility services to changing technology and 
consumption patterns. Green Works helps. In August, Education – Citizens Planning Institute. 
In September, Open Space – increase equitable access to our open space resources. In 
October, Environmental Resources – fulfill City obligations to meet ambitious Federal 
standards. In November, Historic Preservation – preserve and reuse historic resources. In 
December, Public Realm – achieve excellence in the design and quality of Philadelphia’a built 
environment. 
 

Alan Greenberger arrived at 1:25pm. 
 
Ms. Rogo Trainer asked about CPI, and what are you doing about outreach. 
 
Mr. Urek replied with the help of the Department of Health, and Rec Centers, we are 

reaching out to the community. CPI is to try to help level the field. 
 

 
4 Action Item: Adoption of the Callowhill/Chinatown North Strategic Plan 

 
Laura Spina, Community Planner for Center City, stated back in 2010, PIDC had 

evaluated all of the industrial land in the City. One of the areas was Callowhill. We got funding 
through HUD and matching grant from William Penn Foundation. She introduced Marian Hull 
from URS Corporation, who was the consultant of the plan. 
 

Ms. Hull stated the land use recommendations are for Broad and Fairmount, Waterfront 
and Spring Garden. There are a lot of industrial uses. There is a lot of diversity in the area. 
Eliminate I-2 zoning in the district. Future proposed zoning: Industrial, Industrial Commerical, 
and Industrial Residential mixed-use. Broad Street CMX4 changed to multi-family. Recommend 
CMX3 in Northern Liberty. Along the Reading Viaduct – zoned CMX3; intense level of mix-
uses. Poplar residential core of center is largely single residential. Finally, the waterfront east of 
I-95 – zoned CMX4 mixed-use commercial. It is not in the Waterfront. Rezone it to CMX3. 
Transportation – more bike lanes, and more trees. Street parking on Ridge – recommends 
doubling it. Willow Street – create 2 new high quality streets. Also recommends a series of 
stormwater parks to be implemented through public and private. Green space – major parks 
are just south of Vine Street expressway. What is the role of the Viaduct? Anchoring the 
northern end and looking closely to ground level access. Long term is the process to the 
underpasses to the viaduct. Poplar – parks are very important issue. Tenth and Lemon Streets 
– playground needs improvements. Chinatown is a very urban neighborhood. It will be 
expensive. First area is the expansion of the Community Center at 10th and Vine Streets. 
Second area is the foot at Ridge Avenue (10th and Ridge) – trees and 1 lane of traffic, and 
anchor by a park at 9th and Ridge. There are 4 focus areas. The first at Ridge and Spring 
Garden – 6 corners, 3 are vacant, and 1 has a bank – mixed-use development. At Ridge and 
10th – streetscape and mixed-use residential patterns - zoned CMX2.5. And Ridge Avenue 
between 9th and 10th Streets is a greenway. The second at 12th Street and South of Broad 
Street are small scale grid of streets worth preserving, zoned CMX2; and CMX3 as you go to 
Broad Street. And commercials uses on Vine Street with offices and some commercial. The 
third area is 3rd and 4th Streets intersection at Willow Street, zoned CMX3. And at 3rd and 
Willow Streets is the final stormwater park. 
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Mr. Greenberger thanked her for a very informative plan. 
 
Ms. Rogo Trainer asked him to review what is the adoption of the plan. 
 
Mr. Greenberger replied it requires us to look at plan as development comes before us. 

It sets out a menu of zoning developments, parks, etc. There are some things I don’t agree 
with. 

 
Mr. Eiding asked at 10th and Willow, is anything happening with that. 
 
Mr. Greenberger replied we don’t have a better idea. 
 
Mr. Eiding replied it is an eye sore. 
 
Mr. Greenberger replied like the incinerator at Spring Garden Street, some things are 

so far gone. Hazmat issues to take care of.  
 
Ms. Spina replied one of the reasons that we are putting Noble Street back on is so that 

we don’t have giant parking lots to walk through. 
 
Mr. Greenberger replied the Red Cross parking lot, we want to steer it so that it doesn’t 

have massive parking lots. 
 
Ms. Spina replied specifically the zoning and putting Noble Street back. 
 
Mr. Greenberger replied you might see things that might make you reconsider things. 
 
Ms. Spina replied sure, as we show it to more people, it will get tweaked. 
 
Ms. Miller replied it is a great plan. What about affordability and Chinatown? 
 
Ms. Hull replied 10th Street is really industrial. Recommendation is to have it steer 

Chinatown redevelopment up 10th Street with affordable housing. 
 
Ms. Miller replied Chinatown North is a big expansion area. 
 
Craig Schelter, from the Developers Workshop, replied there are 2 things he didn’t hear 

– estimate budget and timeframe. Last year he was here before the Commission for the 
Central Delaware Master Plan that had a budget. We have found working closely with staff 
here, CDR, Councilman Squilla, and the Capital Budget, that the development community 
looks at the dollar amount. It tends to raise enormous expectations of the neighborhood and 
the developer. Is there a budget for this? If not, we recommend a budget. 

 
Mr. Greenberger replied you are raising a very interesting question. We need to figure 

out a broader outlet. We get criticized for not enough expansion, micromanage, and then the 
Developers Workshop criticizes us for too much expansion. Festival Pier had the money to 
create a public environment. This is striking the right balance. He worries when you say that 
you have to accomplish this in 10 and 20 years. Not wanting to raise expectations that people 
cannot accomplish, also not to squash it. 
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Mr. Schelter replied rezoning larger portions of Center City. During his time at the 
Planning Commission, it took many more years to do it. 

 
Mr. Greenberger replied it will probably not come out 100% like this. We will go through 

it property by property. 
 

Upon motion by Ms. Rogo Trainer, seconded by Mr. Eiding, the City Planning 
Commission adopted the Callowhill/Chinatown North Strategic Plan. 

 
 

5 Report of the Civic Design Review Committee of February 5, 2013. 
 

 Nancy Rogo Trainer stated on February 5, the CDR Committee review Simpson House 
at 2102 Belmont Avenue. We were only considering the zoning maps. However, in out 
discussion, we were shown 2 site plans. We also thought regarding Setbacks and Massing: 
There is a distinct difference between the projecting wings and massing of proposed new 
buildings in the engineered master plan and the illustrative “master plan.” These drawings need 
to be reconciled. Simpson House is sited in a “suburb,” and all additions to it should honor that 
landscape tradition. Setbacks of the proposed buildings from surrounding streets should reflect 
existing building setback characteristics. A grading plan is critical for all buildings, existing and 
proposed, in the master plan. The master plan indicates that there will be a number of new 
signs at the property. These signs should be shown diagrammatically for the Commission to 
assess (presumably in elevation). 
 

Mr. Greenberger replied this slightly out of order. 
 
  

6 Action Item: Zoning Bill 130060 to remap Simpson House, 2101 Belmont 
Avenue, from RSA-1 to SP-INS (Introduced by Councilmember Jones on 
January 31, 2013). 

 
 Martin Gregorski stated this Bill will rezone the site from “RSA-1” Residential to “SP-
INS” Institutional, and will approve the proposed Master Plan for this newly created Institutional 
(Special Purpose) District. The Bill will also exempt this facility from matching the setback 
requirement of the most restrictive adjacent residential district. It is located at 2101 Belmont 
Avenue, in the area generally bounded by Belmont Avenue, Monument and Ford Roads, and 
Edgley Avenue (extended). This is for 3 different things: 

1. Rezone from RSA-1 to SP-INS; 
2. Provide exempt – property would not have to meet setback; 
3. Approve Master Plan for Simpson House retirement community. 

 
 This Master Plan includes two large, new structures in addition to the existing facilities. 
The new structure along the Belmont Avenue frontage will be approximately 79,480 sq. ft. and 
will be used for independent living. The New Bennet Building towards the rear of the property 
will be approximately 61,160 sq. ft., and will be used for residential and personal care facilities. 
Both of these new buildings are large enough to go back to Civic Design Review before zoning 
permits can be issued. There are a total of 113 parking spaces; 95 are required. Signage for 3 
signs, 270 sq. ft.  It is consistent with the Philadelphia2035 Plan: to encourage institutional and 
expansion through policy and careful consideration of lad resources; and to create cooperative 
relationships between institutions and neighbors. The City Planning Commission staff 
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recommendation is approval but when these buildings are design they meet CDR setbacks. 
Master Plan – they put it on the wish list first. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer asked if we approve this today, the CDR would have no teeth. 
 
 Mr. Gregorski replied if it is approved today, they could build to the edge. 
 
 Peter Kelsen, attorney represent Simpson House, replied this is a project that will be 
coming back to the CDR and the Philadelphia City Planning Commission once we have a final 
design. We are committing to work with the staff on the footprint itself. When we do have that 
locked in, we will come back. With RSA-1 single family, every time we want to make a change 
we have to go to the ZBA. It is an institutional use that is in keeping with the area. This is a 
Master Plan that will guide it for the next 50 years. 
 
 Mr. Kim Williams, Director of Simpson House, replied it was founded in 1855. Simpson 
House is the oldest retirement community. We are committed to serving seniors. 
 
 Joyce Lenhardt, of Lenhardt Rodgers Architects, replied they are doing this project with 
Brown Craig Turner from Baltimore, MD. The building was originally built in 1897. Their biggest 
neighbor is Fairmount Park. The only property that shares a property line is the Methodist 
Children’s Home. The buildings are: the Olde Main contains 
Bennett contains some small independent living apartments. This building would need to be 
demolished. Carson 
Flanagan is a skilled nursing proponent and personal care. 
Belmont has a small park. 
The corner of the property on Belmont is 12 ft. from the property line. 
 
 Mr. Kelsen replied the contour lines are on the Master Plan and the site plan. 
 
 Ms. Lenhardt replied there will be 3 new signs. The signs will be the same size as the 
existing sign. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer asked what is the setback. CDR felt the plans were too close to 
Belmont Avenue. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger replied they could look at pitch point. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer replied parallel to Belmont, if it was more of a setback. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger asked how many trees are coming down. 
 
 Ms. Lenhardt replied one is an American Beech that we are preserving. There are 
several heritage trees. They would have all been lost but we are trying to preserve some of 
them. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger asked was it a hard line. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer replied not a hard line. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger asked what setback would you be more comfortable with. 
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 Ms. Rogo Trainer replied it makes her uncomfortable that things are not reconcile with 
the CDR recommendations. 
 
 Ms. Thompson asked if we approve it today, will it come back to us. 
 
 Mr. Gregorski replied CDR looks at the zoning. Then they come to us, and then to go to 
City Council. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger asked what if it gets approve exactly as proposed, and it comes back 
to us with the pinchpoint. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer replied we could have said we don’t want the building change. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger replied Nancy wants a new comfortable site plan. 
 
 Joyce replied they only have a foot of expansion in front. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger asked if there was a more reasonable setback that was comfortable to 
the committee, would you approve it. 
 
 Mr. Kelsen replied the irony is that when CDR looks at the Master Plan studies, it is 
reverse. It is all conceptual. As a Master Plan, we have to design the buildings. Our 
commitment is to work with the staff and CDR. It is a limited area. 
 
 Ms. Lenhardt replied we feel that the diagonal plan would be intrusive to Belmont 
Avenue. We are committed to retaining those triangles. 
 
 Mr. Syrnick asked when did CDR give their recommendations, what did you do with it. 
How hard did you try? 
 
 Mr. Kelsen replied we came back with illustrious plan that you see in front of you. But 
we were not able to readjust process with CDR today. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer replied there were bump outs on the plans. 
 
 Ms. Lenhardt replied why there was a difference with that plan and this illustrious plan. 
We have tried our best to bring it closer to the building as possible. She feels like they are 
really tightly committed. 
 
 Mr. Syrnick replied it sounds like you cannot do anything else with this. This is it. What 
did you do when you went back with the CDR comments? 
 
 Ms. Lenhardt replied we thought if we showed the true sidewalk. 
 
 Mr. Syrnick replied you happen to have a site that has a wide sidewalk, but it doesn’t 
count as setbacks. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger replied it is tight on Monument and on Belmont. We want to make this 
happen. However, you want to make a commitment too tight, and there is some flexibility. You 
ought to be able to make a bigger setback work. You can’t have it both ways. 
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 Mr. Kelsen replied you are worried that if City council approves it, then this is what you 
will have. Make it a condition of the approval that we come back. When we left the CDR 
meeting, the setback was too tight. 
 
 Ms. Rogo Trainer replied setback should reflect setback with the existing building. You 
have 2 sets of drawings that reflect setback. But you have another set of engineer plans. We 
were comfortable with the drawings. 
 
 Ms. Lenhardt replied engineer plans have already been submitted. 
 
 Mr. Syrnick asked is the proposed building too big for the site. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger replied proposal to rezone site to Institution Development, setback are 
built into the Bill now. He is looking for some language that we can work with. We need a 
number on it. We can recommend an amendment to the Bill. 
 
 Mr. Lee replied since we don’t have a number, it should be resubmitted to us with a new 
site. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger suggested staff’s recommendation approval with 20 ft. setback line 
from property along Belmont Avenue. 

 
Upon motion by Mr. Eiding, seconded by Mr. Lee, the City Planning Commission 

approved the staff’s recommendation of Zoning Bill 130060 with an amendment to the Master 
Plan showing a 20-foot setback for the proposed new structure along Belmont Avenue. 

 
Mr. Syrnick and Ms. Rogo Trainer opposed it. 
 

  
7 St. Joseph’s University Zoning Remapping Actions (Introduced by 

Councilmember Jones on January 31, 2013). 
a. Action Item: Zoning Bill 130061 to remap the area bounded by 

Overbrook Avenue, 54th Street, Woodbine Avenue, Wynnefield 
Avenue, and 56th Street from RSA-2 to SP-INS. 

b. Action Item: Zoning Bill 130062 to remap the area bounded by 
City, Cardinal, and Overbrook Avenues, and 59th Street from 
RSD-3 to SP-INS. 

c. Action Item: Zoning Bill 130063 to remap the area bounded by 
City Avenue, 52nd Street, Overbrook Avenue, and 54th Street from 
CMX-2.5 to SP-INS. 

 
Mr. Gregorski stated these three Bills are to rezone three parcels of land in the vicinity 

of St. Joseph’s University from their original zoning designations to “SP-INS” Institutional 
Special Purpose District. These Bills will add three new parcels to the existing “SP-INS” 
Institutional (Special Purpose) District. All three sites are currently used for University related 
uses. Under the provisions of the Zoning Code, all zoning bills that propose a property to be 
rezoned into a Master Plan district designation, such as “SP-INS,” must be reviewed by the 
Civic Design Review Committee. The City Planning Commission staff recommendation is to 
request 45 day review period to allow for the March 5th CDR Committee meeting. It is only to 
go to CDR for the zoning. 
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Ms. Rogo Trainer asked if they are posing changes the CDR will see. 
 
Mr. Gregorski replied yes you will see it, but not much changes to it. Uses will change, 

but not the buildings. 
 

Upon motion by Ms. Rogo Trainer, seconded by Mr. Eiding, the City Planning 
Commission approved staff’s recommendation for Zoning Bills 130061, 130062, and 130063 to 
request 45 day review period to allow for the March 5th CDR Committee meeting.  

 
 

8 Action Item: Zoning Bill 130007 to remap portions of the area near 
Philadelphia International Airport from multiple zoning classifications to 
SP-AIR (Introduced by Councilmember Johnson on January 24, 2013). 

 
Paula Brumbelow, Development Planning Division, stated this Bill remaps an area 

bounded by the Philadelphia County Border, the Delaware Expressway, 86th Street, Bartram 
Avenue, 84th Street, Mario Lanza Boulevard, Island Avenue, Penrose Avenue, Delaware 
Expressway; the Schuylkill River and the Delaware River. It is for the Philadelphia International 
Airport and adjacent parcels in the Lower Southwest Planning District for all land that is owned 
by the City of Philadelphia, and maintained and operated by the Division of Aviation. The new 
zoning code take took effect in August 2012 had a special zoning designation for the airport - 
the new zoning district “SP-AIR” Special Purpose Airport zoning classification. We waited until 
we had the entire correctees until we remapped. We are changing all of the uses to SP-Air. 
They can easily change it without going to ZBA. It is consistent with the Philadelphia2035 Plan: 
to embark on longer-term land-side improvements beyond current PHL footprint. It goes to the 
Rules Committee tomorrow February 20. The City Planning Commission staff recommendation 
is approval. She has been involved with this process for the past 4 years. 

 
Mr. Greenberger replied this is a technical amendment that will allow the airport to 

continue to function. 
 

Upon motion by Ms. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Eiding, the City Planning Commission 
approved staff’s recommendation for Zoning Bill 130007.  

 
  

9 Action Item: Zoning Bill 130080 to remap the area bounded by Mifflin, S. 
Broad, McKean, and S. 15th Streets (Introduced by Councilmember 
Johnson on February 7, 2013). 

 
Ms. Rogo Trainer recused herself. 
 
Ms. Brumbelow stated the purpose of this Bill is to remap the former St. Agnes Hospital 

form “RSA-5” Residential Single Attached to “CMX-3” Commercial Mixed Use. Presently the 
Center for Commerce and Medicine with existing tenants that include: Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, Thomas Jefferson University Hospital (Methodist Division, Kindred Hospital, 
Mercy Health System, and Wall Street War Fighters Program. The City’s Health Department 
will also be moving its District 2 Health Center operations (currently located two blocks to the 
north, at Broad and Morris Streets) to the Center for Commerce and Medicine site while the 
existing HC2 building is reconstructed. The applicant met with the community to discuss the 
remapping, and the neighborhood requested that the northeastern portion of the block remain 
RSA-5 due to it being under different ownership. The Medical Facility will be rezoned CMX-3. It 
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is consistent with the Philadelphia2035 Plan: it focuses commercial zoning on the strongest 
retail blocks of commercial corridors. The City Planning Commission staff recommendation is 
approval. 
 

Upon motion by Mr. Eiding, seconded by Ms. Thompson, the City Planning Commission 
approved staff’s recommendation for Zoning Bill 130080. 
 
 

10 Action Item: Streets Bill 130003 to authorize a sidewalk café at 747 N. 
25th Street (Introduced by Councilmember Greenlee for Council 
President Clarke on January 24, 2013). 
 

 Sarah Chiu, Development Planning Division, stated this Streets Bill is to allow Lemon 
Hill Food and Drink, to construct, own, and maintain an open-air sidewalk café at 747 N. 25th 
Street. There would be 2 double tables and 8 chairs on 25th Street, and 3 sets of tables and 16 
chairs on Aspen Street. Aspen Street is classified as a “Local Street,” needing 5' of clearance 
in the Walking Zone. The proposed encroachment will leave 7’ of clear and unobstructed 
sidewalk space for pedestrian passage. North 25th Street is classified as a “City Neighborhood 
Street,” requiring 6' of clearance in the Walking Zone. The proposed encroachment will leave 
5’-6” of clear and unobstructed sidewalk space, which does not meet the PCPC walking zone 
standard. There is an existing bike rack on 25th Street. This bike rack is 24 in. from the curb; it 
is closer to the building. The City Planning Commission staff recommendation is approval with 
the recommendations to remove 4 chairs on 25th Street, and ask that the bike rack be moved 
closer to the street. 
 
 Mr. Eiding replied looking on the 3 table side of Aspen, you can’t walk by. 
 

Mr. Syrnick replied the plan is drawn to make it look like it fits, but it doesn’t. 
 
 Mr. Greenberger replied he is suspicious of the Aspen Street side. It is a quiet street, 
which could turn into a party with the 3 tables. 
 
 Ms. Miller asked if they meet with the community. 
 
 Ms. Chiu didn’t know. 
  
 Upon motion by Ms. Rogo Trainer, seconded by Mr. Eiding, the City Planning 
Commission approved Streets Bill 130003 with the recommendations to allow 2 tables and 4 
chairs to be located adjacent to the building and to encroach approximately 5 feet onto the east 
footway of N 25th Street, leaving 6 feet clear and unobstructed footway for pedestrians, as well 
as to allow 3 tables and 12 chairs to be located adjacent to the building and to encroach 
approximately 5 feet onto the south footway of Aspen Street, leaving 7 feet clear and 
unobstructed footway for pedestrians. The Commission also recommended removing the bike 
rack to 18” from the curb. 
 
 Mr. Syrnick opposed it. 
 
 
 
 Mr. Greenberger adjourned the City Planning Commission Meeting of February 19, 
2013 at 3:29pm. 
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SUMMARY 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes for the January 15, 2013 meeting. Approved 
 

2. Executive Director’s Update. 
 

3. Staff Presentation: Philadelphia2035 Annual Update (Presented by Danielle 
DiLeo Kim and Alan Urek)     Presented 

    
4. Action Item: Adoption of the Callowhill/Chinatown North Strategic Plan 

(Presented by Laura Spina and Marian Hull, URS Corporation)  
         Adopted
     

5. Report of the Civic Design Review Committee of February 5, 2013 
(Presented by Nancy Rogo Trainer)     Presented 

 
6. Action Item: Zoning Bill 130060 to remap Simpson House, 2101 Belmont 

Avenue, from RSA-1 to SP-INS (Introduced by Councilmember Jones on 
January 31, 2013; Presented by Martin Gregorski).   Approved, with an  

amendment to the Master Plan showing a 20-foot setback for the 
proposed new structure along Belmont Avenue. 

         
7. Action Item: Zoning Bill 121033 to remap an area bounded by Grant 

Avenue, Lavender Street, and Primrose, Holyoke, and Academy Roads  
(Introduced by Councilmember Henon on 12-13-12; Presented by Paula 
Brumbelow).       Approved
        

8. Action Item: Zoning Bill 121035 to remap an area bounded by Orthodox, 
Garden, Lefevre, Richmond, and Buckius Streets, and the Delaware River 
(Introduced by Councilmember Henon on 12-13-12; Presented by Paula 
Brumbelow).      Approved staff’s 

recommendations 
 
9. Action Item: Streets Bill 121041 to extend Cotton and Lock Streets onto 

Venice Island (Introduced by Councilmember Jones on 12-13-12; 
Presented by Sarah Chiu)     Approved       

 


	PHILADELPHIA CITY PLANNING COMMISSION
	1. Central District – Final Public Meeting Wednesday, February 27, from 5:00 to 7:30pm, Conversation Hall, City Hall, 2nd floor. Enter from the NE corner of City Hall.
	2. Frankford Transportation Center Community Visioning Workshop – Saturday, March 2, from 10:00am to 1:00pm at Aria Health Community Room, 4900 Frankford Avenue. To plan for cost-effective improvements to pedestrian, auto, and transit circulation in front �

	SUMMARY

