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Richard W. Thom, AIA

Architecture & Preservation
212 Race Street, Ste. 1B
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1921

215.440.7120 FAX 215.440.7643
thomarchie@earthlink.net

24 June 2014

Dr. Jonathon Farnham, Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission

City Hall, Room 576

Philadelphia, PA 19107

RE: Request For An Amendment To The Old City Historic District; Revision Of District
Classification For 312-14 North 2" Street (AKA, 200-202 Wood Street)

Dear Dr. Farnham:

Thank you for your thoughtful letter of 9 June 2014 in response to my firm’s application to the
commission regarding the above-referenced address in the Old City District. Per your advice in
that correspondence, | am submitting the following revised application now requesting a
“revision of a district classification” pursuant to Section 5.14a of the Philadelphia Historical
Commission Rules and Regulations to achieve a re-classification of the subject premises from
“contributing” to “non-contributing”.

The following text references photos and other documentation included in the attached packet.

1. Ownership & Location

The premises were acquired in 1985 by current owner of record, Teresa M. Eck (Photo 8A, at
time of acquisition). The building is located on the northwest corner of North 2" and Wood
Streets and it occupies 100% of the present site (Site Plan, 1A). It lies within the boundaries
of both the City of Philadelphia’s Old City Historic District, created in 2003 and the 1972
National Register District (see Districts Map, Attachment #5).

2. Existing Conditions

According to city permit records (copies attached) the present one story brick structure was
erected in 1961 for use as a storage facility after demolition of the structures on the site in
early 1960 . It consisted of one brick front wall, two CMU side walls and a CMU rear wall (all
painted), interior concrete slab, flat, built-up asphalt roof, one man door and two vehicle
doors — one on North 2" for entry and one for exiting onto Wood Street on the northside. A
curb cut on North 2" remains for access to the former roll-up front door. Evidence of the gar-
age doors can be found in the present masonry openings for the aluminum storefront infill on
North 2" and the CMU infill of the Wood Street garage door (Photos 2A, 2B, 3A & 3B).
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2.

Existing Conditions (cont’d.)

A stepped brick parapet is over the former North 2" Main Garage Door (Photo 2a) but inter-
estingly is awkwardly centered on the building NOT on the masonry opening. There is evi-
dence that the stepped parapet, commonly reserved as an accent location for flat wall sign-
age, may have had projecting bracketed plaques installed immediately below.

. Demolition of 19" Century Structures

In 1960, Samuel Lipshutz demolished the two buildings standing on the site under Zoning
Permit #75541F (see attached). These were most likely circa 19" Century buildings.
According to other city records from 1940, one may have contained a “Fish Store” and the
neighborhood lost valuable seafood retail and one more connection to its nautical past.

. Present Structure

In May of 1961, Mr. Lipshutz obtained Zoning Permit #93392F (see attached) for the erection
of a “1 sty., garage type storage building” on the site. This is the present one story brick
building, with some alterations, extant today.

. Present Use and Alterations

The Eck family purchased the building for the relocation of McGarry’s to this location and
exterior and interior alterations were commenced in 1987 for the present retail store occu-
pancy and were limited to the following: insertion steel door pair into the CMU infill wall on
Wood Street ; installation of a canvas canopy over the Main Entry on North 2", placement
of several air conditioning condenser units on the flat roof, one visible from Wood Street
(Photos 4.2A); and erection of signage on both North 2" and Wood Street elevations (Photos
4.1A & 4.1B). The CMU side and rear walls, previously painted, were re-coated (Photo 4.2a).

The interior was comprehensively and permanently modified to create new raised platform
showroom flooring, administrative offices and storage/support spaces. A new acoustic tile
system was hung with lay-in lighting obliterating any indication of the former high ceilinged
“storage” space.



Richard W. Thom, AIA

Architecture & Preservation

Dr. Jonathon Farnham, Executive Director

Philadelphia Historical Commission

24 June 2014

RE: Request For An Amendment To The Old City Historic District; Revision Of District
Classification For 312-14 North 2" Street (AKA, 200-202 Wood Street)

Page 3

6. Basis For Amendment

Given the L. & I. file permit trail cited above indicating construction of the present structure
took place beginning sometime in 1961, it is by district definition a “non-contributing” site in
that it was erected outside the 1929 “period of significance” for the Old City District. The
district nomination for this site erroneously states that the structure is from 1920 when there
is clear L. & 1. file evidence it is not from that much earlier period and therefore outside the
district’s timeline.

We therefore request that the commission amend the district to re-classify the present site as
“non-contributing” from its present “contributing” status. In addition, the district inventory
should be amended to delete the separate entry for 202 Wood Street in-as-much it is clear
that this parcel contains a portion of the larger, former storage garage type building.

We are not requesting a re-drawing of the Old City District boundary and we understand that
the commission therefore retains jurisdiction over the site in the future.

Of course, should you have any questions concerning this Application for Amendment, please do
not hesitate to contact my office. We look forward to hearing from you about an appointment
to appear before the Commission’s Designation Committee at earliest possible date.

Sincerely,

Richard W. Thom, AIA

Encls.
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