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WE DO BIG EVENTS… WELL  IN THIS ISSUE 

Philadelphia is a world-class festival and 
event city.  Each year, we host more than 
1,300 special events of all sizes across every 
conceivable genre.  We are off to a great 
start receiving multiple recognitions from 
international publications including:  

- The New York Times has ranked 
Philadelphia #3 on its “List of 
Places to Go in 2015” 

-  Condè Nast Traveler listed 
Philadelphia as the #2 shopping 
city on their list of “The Best 
Shopping Cities in the World” 

- Travel &  Leisure has named 
Philadelphia as one of the “11 Most 
Compelling Food Capitals in the 
World”  

Great things are happening in Philadelphia, 
and 2015 projects to be a year for the ages. 

2014 IFEA World Festival & Event City 

The International Festival & Events 
Association (IFEA) named Philadelphia as a 
recipient of its 2014 World Festival & Event 
City Award.  The Office of Special Events was 
honored at a convention in Kansas City, MO 
along with representatives from the other 
winning cities of Dubai (UAE), Sydney (AU), 

Dublin (USA), Newcastle (AU) and Sao Paulo 
(BR).  Read our winning submission here. 

2015 World Meeting of Families 

From September 22nd to September 27th, 
millions of people will descend upon 
Philadelphia for the 8th World Meeting of 
Families.  This triennial event is the world’s 
largest Catholic gathering of families, and 
2015 will be the first time the World Meeting 
of Families is held in North America.  More 
information, including a schedule of events 
and related closures, detours and parking 
restrictions, will be made available in the 
coming months.  Be sure to visit the World 
Meeting of Families website to learn more 
about this exciting event. 

2016 Democratic National Convention 

The City of Philadelphia is a finalist in the 
running to host the 2016 Democratic 
National Convention.  Representatives from 
the selection committee have made 
numerous trips to Philadelphia within the 
past six months to evaluate existing 
infrastructure and determine event capacity.  
A final decision will be made in the coming 
weeks. 

 

Meet the Staff 

Jazelle Jones – Director of Operations and Deputy 
Managing Director  
Mechelle Sabb – Deputy Director of Operations 
Robert T. Allen – Assistant Managing Director  
Olivia Gillison – Assistant Managing Director  

 

Find us on 
Social Media! 
Twitter: 
@phillymdoevents 
Instagram: 
@phillymdoevents 
Facebook 

 
Website: www.phila.gov/mdo/specialevents  

Fact Corner 

The Special Events Committee was created 
in 1993 under Mayor Ed Rendell. 

There are 22,925 parking spaces in the sports 
stadium complex. 

1 million people attended Sunday Mass on 
the Parkway with Pope John Paul II in 1979. 

What You Should Know 
by OSE Staff 

http://files.ifea.com/Awards/2014EventCity/2014IFEAWorldFestivalEventCityAwardEntryPhiladelphiaPAUSA.pdf
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/
http://www.twitter.com/phillymdoevents
http://www.instagram.com/phillymdoevents
http://on.fb.me/1ySmqrc
http://www.phila.gov/mdo/specialevents
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Special Event Resource Center 
Useful links, tools and resources for event sponsors and event goers 

Check out these links.  
1. Find your local police district here. 
2. Need a CDC or BID? There’s a map for that! 
3. WMOF still needs host families, info here. 
4. The IFEA website has plenty of event industry 

resources to use.  
5. Check out @Uwishunu for all events in the 

city and surrounding suburbs!  
 
As always, please check our website for more 
information! 

EVENT RECAP 

 

Mummers Parade 
The 2015 Mummer’s Parade was a huge success, even 
with the implementation of a new parade route 
beginning at City Hall.  The image is of the Froggy Car 
brigade as they congregated on the City Hall apron after 
performing for the judges. (Photo credit: Jazelle Jones, MDO-OSE) 

 

MLK Day of Service 
The Greater Philadelphia area serves as the nation’s 
leader in service projects and volunteer opportunities in 
honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. The 
Mayor and other city officials were at Girard College. 

(Photo credit: Kait Privitera, Mayor’s Office) 

LOOKING AHEAD 
 

Major Street Closures 
- None  

Special Events  
- Philadelphia Auto Show (1/31-2/8) 
- Philadelphia Flower Show (2/28-3/8) 

Film Projects 
- “Creed” (1/26-4/1) 

Parades 
- Abraham Foundation of the Union League 

Parade (2/12) 

- Lunar New Year Parade (2/22) 
Festivals 
- None 

 

Welcome to the inaugural 
issue of The Monthly Special! I 
wanted to personally extend our 
excitement in developing this 
monthly newsletter for all of our 
stakeholders in the event 
community here in Philadelphia. 
As our city grows into the place 
to be, events and festivals will 
continue to play an integral part 
of the City’s vibrant life and 
culture.   

The Office of Special Events 
wants to ensure that your event 
has all the necessary permits and 
licenses needed to operate 
safely. There are plenty of 
resources available on our 
website to reference while planning your 
event. However, do not hesitate to give us a 
call with any other questions or concerns. I 
look forward to engaging with you all in the 
newsletter. Best wishes for a great event 
year! 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Office of Special Events 
1401 JFK Blvd., Suite 1450 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

215-686-3488 

The Philly Phanatic greeting friends 
and family of the Taney Dragons at 
Citizens Bank Park in celebration of 
their magical 2014 LLWS run. (Photo 

Credit: Olivia Gillison, MDO-OSE) 
 

Welcome to The Monthly Special! 
By Olivia Gillison 

Message from the Director 
By Jazelle Jones  

Thank you for subscribing to the first edition of our newsletter, “The Monthly 
Special”!  Throughout my tenure as Deputy Managing Director and Director of Operations for 
Special Events, I have continued to be astounded by the creative excellence of Philadelphia’s 
special event industry.  From community block parties, parades, outdoor concerts and 
enormous festivals, the level commitment and competency of the event organizers in our 
region is truly amazing. 

 Special events have a profound impact on both the economy and cultural fabric of 
Philadelphia, and, they are the fuel that will continue to drive Philadelphia’s transformation 
into a world-class destination. The City of Philadelphia, through the Office of Special Events 
and our partners in the Office of the City Representative, will do all that it can to nurture and 
cultivate this valuable resource and ensure that Philadelphia continues to be, the place to be. 

 

https://www.phillypolice.com/districts/
http://www.phila.gov/map#id=529395a98e1743718789b164320057d6
http://www.worldmeeting2015.org/get-involved/host-a-family/
http://www.ifea.com/
http://www.uwishunu.com/
http://www.phila.gov/mdo/specialevents

