
Greetings faithful readers.  If you couldn’t have guessed, May is one of our
busiest months here in the Office of Special Events.  You can check out
some of the highlights on the last page of this newsletter or visit our website
for a full calendar of events.

As the weather continues to warm, you will begin to notice a trend.  I am
referring, of course, to road closures.  The Center City area is experiencing
rapid growth in a number of ways.  New construction projects seemingly
appear overnight, and cranes dot the horizon from Old City to University
City.  Philadelphia is hosting more major special events and festivals than
ever before, not to mention conventions, parades, sporting events and
concerts.  There is no doubt that it is an exciting time to be in Philadelphia,
but all of this excitement and growth does come with a price.

Road closures are a headache for everyone.  Nothing throws an otherwise
uneventful (pun intended) commute into turmoil like the flashing lights of a
police cruiser or a yellow barricade line  blocking a major thoroughfare.  We
have received complaints from a number of visitors and residents, and we
understand that not everyone can visit our website every week, click a link,
and read through our calendar of events.   There is a better way.

In our everlasting struggle to keep you informed about event-related road
closures and we at the Office of Special Events have conceptualized a plan
to deliver automatic emails to constituents through a notification blog.
Those who choose to opt in will receive an email every time the blog is
updated with a new closure notification.  You can expect a link and
subscription directions in next month’s newsletter.

Please be patient with us as we roll out the blog over the next couple of
weeks.  If you have any questions in the meantime, feel free to contact our
office during normal business hours for assistance.
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Hello readers of The Monthly Special!  We are excited to see that the number of
people subscribing is growing every day. Keep sharing our newsletter with your
friends, family, and anyone you know with an interest in special events!  As you
may or may not know, this is the fourth  issue of our newsletter, so it  seemed
appropriate that it be released on May the Fourth!

As you can tell, #PHLEvents are really starting to heat up.  We are in full swing
here in the Office of Special Events, and we abso-
lutely love it! With the increasingly nice tempera-
tures outside and the beautiful scenery, it’s only
natural to want to have all types of outdoor events.
That being said, I would like to remind you that for
any outdoor event not taking place on private
property, you will need a permit from the City, one
way or another. Be sure to check out our website or
give us a call if you aren’t sure of the type of permit
required.

If there are questions, concerns or feedback that
you all have about the newsletter, please feel free
to send us an email. We’d love to hear back from
you!  Until next month, keep tagging us in all your
adventures at the many #PHLEvents!

P.S. If you haven’t heard by now, Pope Francis will
be in Philadelphia  in September for the 2015

World Meeting of Families... I think it’s time for a countdown!

 May the Fourth Be With You by Olivia Gillison

Countdown: 141 Days
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Last Month In Review
These three images represent a few of the

biggest events we had in April. In  the top left

hand corner is a scene from the Sakura Sunday

performance (photo credit: Mechelle Sabb); beneath that

we have a scene from the Sandy Sprint 5K/10K

Walk & Run (photo credit: Mechelle Sabb); and to the

right is a scene from the 121st Penn Relays (photo

credit: Penn Relays Office).

As Seen in the Streets

From The Hot Chocolate Run to National

Walk at Lunch Day, April had your outdoor

athletic events covered. In total, there were

twelve events that focused on walking /

running on land, while another two events

focused on racing on the water.  We saw

some of the first street festivals of the year,

including the Manyunk StrEAT Fest and the

Lower Moyamensing Civic Association Flea

Market.  April was a lot of fun, but there is

little doubt that  May will be even better!

The Long & Short of April



May’s Event Agenda

On the Horizon

Special Fact of the Month: LOVE Park will host their Noon-2 PM

Summer Concert Series for the 12th  year in a row, and it begins

this month!

May 2ⁿ�
MS Walk – Eakins Oval; MLK Drive
South Street Spring Festival – South Street from Front Street to 8�� Street; 500 S. 2ⁿ� Street
Rittenhouse Row Spring Festival – Walnut Street from Broad Street to 18�� Street
Philadelphia Science Festival Carnival – Benjamin Franklin Parkway; 2000-2100 Winter Street

May 3��
Broad Street Run – Broad Street from Fisher Avenue to Phila. Navy Yard
Chestnut Hill Home & Garden Festival – 8000-8700 Germantown Avenue

May 8��-May 9��
Aberdeen Dad Vail Regatta – Schuylkill River; Kelly Drive

May 8��-May 10��
Rittenhouse Square Craft Show – Rittenhouse Square Park

May 10��
Race for the Cure – Benjamin Franklin Parkway; MLK Drive; Eakins Oval

May 13�� –   May 16��
Veteran’s Fair – Thomas Paine Plaza (5/13)
Night Market Philadelphia - South St. (5/14)
Stotesbury Cup Regatta – Schuylkill River; Kelly Drive (5/15-16)

May 16��
PFCU Kensington Kinetic Sculpture Derby and Arts Festival – Trenton Avenue from Norris Street
to Dauphin Street

May 16�� – May 17��
S. 9�� Street Italian Market Festival – S. 9�� Street from Federal Street to Fitzwater Street

May 17��
Phillies Bike Ride – Start & Finish @ Citizens Bank Park
Walk Against Hate – MLK Drive
Yoga on the Steps – Philadelphia Museum of Art Steps

May 30�� - 31��
Green Schools Ceremony – Thomas Paine Plaza (5/30)
Deschutes Street Pub & Festival – South 2ⁿ�  St. (5/30)
Philadelphia Arthritis Walk – FDR Park (5/31)

For a full detailed list of events, please visit the Calendar on our website!


