
April brings about many changes in the event world.  The climate be-
gins to shift with the new spring season and everyone wants to be
outdoors. The time for planning summer events begins and spring
craft shows start. People want to show off everything they’ve worked
on in the long winter months. What you should know about April is
that it’s the month of exciting change.

Many of our April events follow along with the changing seasons.
While we will endure the last cold bite of winter at the beginning of
the month during events like the Hot Chocolate Run, or  even the
Cherry Blossom Festival and Sakura Sunday, by the time we get to
the annual Penn Relays people are wearing their t-shirts and shorts
with their favorite school colors.  There’s a feeling that soon  everyone
will be sipping lemonade or iced tea as they dine out on the patio.

There will be lots of events to partake in, and we here in the Office of
Special Events want you to enjoy them all, but we know your time is
limited. We would love to see you out and about at the many Philly
events this season. Therefore, as of this month, we are officially
starting the hashtag #PHLEvents! It’s a way for the entire event
community to engage, share experiences and ideas together.  It is our
goal that through your engagement, visitors and tourist alike will be
able to see just how great the events in our city are.

See you soon, Philly!

What You Should Know by Olivia Gillison
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Faithful readers, we at the Office of Special Events would like to present
a challenge.  Philadelphia needs a brand new street festival, and it has to
take place on a commercial corridor in a neighborhood that has never
hosted anything similar.  Why, do you ask?  Read on…

Small-scale, locally-produced street festivals hold great potential for the
communities of Philadelphia, and we need more of them.  These festivals
draw people to neighborhoods that are in the greatest need of an eco-

nomic boost.  They foster an environment for communi-
ty members and businesses to interact with the Police
and Fire Departments in a productive and cooperative
fashion, as these departments are hired by the festival
organizers to handle traffic control  duties and provide
emergency medical services to event-goers.  The num-
ber of connections that can be made over the course of a
weekend is astounding, and the benefits of a successful
event can reverberate through a neighborhood long af-
ter the grills cool and the tents come down.

For a good case study on the positive impact of festivals,
one need look no further than South Street.  The South
Street Head House District was looking for a way to put
their business community back on the map and so, in

2013, the South Street Spring Festival was born.  Wildly successful right
out of the gate with upwards of 20,000 attendees, organizers predict a
crowd of more than 30,000 for this years event.  The buzz from the local
establishments is palpable as they work to please festival-goers with the
promise that a positive experience will lead to repeat business.     Accord-
ing to the South Head House District, their merchants have been wildly
successful in this pursuit.

As always, the Office of Special Events is here to help guide you through
the permitting and licensing process.  Visit our website and browse the
FAQ   section for answers to some of the most common event-related
questions.  Give us a call, present your ideas and let us provide feedback
and counsel.  We are all working towards the same goal, and that goal is
to strengthen communities, drive small business and build a better Phila-
delphia for everyone.

Year of the Festival by Robert Allen



Last Month In Review
These three images represent a few of the

biggest events we had in March.  First, is the St.

Patrick’s Day Parade (photo by R. Kennedy) on

March 17th; Below the parade is the Colon Cancer

Alliance Get Your Rear in Gear 5K (photo by

GYRIG Philly); and finally The LOVE Run Half

Marathon (photo by Love Run Philadelphia) to

wrap it all up!

As Seen in the Streets

The month of March brought the end of

winter, the beginning of spring and the

start of Philly running events. There was

the Run Into Spring 5K, the Get Your Rear

In Gear Run, the Phillies Charities 5K, the

AT&T Back on My Feet 5-Miler, and the

Love Run Half Marathon. We also saw the

St. Patrick’s Day Parade, the Greek

Independence Day Parade and the

Philadelphia Flower Show. All of these

events brought us hope for what is bound

to be a great event season!

The Long & Short of March



Special Fact of the Month:  An estimated 2 million people

turned out for the Philadelphia Phillies World Series Parade

in 2008; Opening day is April 6. Go Phillies!

April’s Event Agenda

On the Horizon

“Philadelphia is the only city, where you can
experience the thrill of victory and the
agony of reading about it the next day.”
- Mike Schmidt


