
Most of us are familiar with the dangers presented when a 
teenager attempts to simultaneously send a text message, 
select music, and drive. The same inevitable failure is inherent 
in a plan that involves an adult “multi-tasking” their work, 
family, and school responsibilities.  A “compartmentalized” 
approach to multi-tasking is called for when attempting to 
balance work, school, and personal priorities. 

How does the adult student achieve success? Strategic 
planning is key, and all of the following must be addressed: 

“Un-Multi-Task.”  Just as you wouldn’t advise a teenager to 
send a text message while driving, resist the temptation to let 
your activities collide. Keeping your worlds separate will help 
you streamline your efforts. Don’t think about a test while at 
work, or a work deadline while in class. Designate specific time 
for work, courses, and family—then dedicate yourself to the 
project at hand. In the event of an unexpected incident, such 
as an unforeseen work complication or family event, reorder 
your priorities and continue to remain focused on one goal at 
a time. 

Find a “Like-Minded” School. Many schools are offering more 
flexible education options, such as evening coursework, 
weekend schooling, and online classes at multiple locations. 
To better accommodate multiple styles of learning, DeVry 
University and its Keller Graduate School of Management, 
offer online classes, onsite courses at more than 90 locations 
nationwide, or a combination of both for the best of all 
worlds.  

To further ensure the best fit, look for a school that enrolls a 
large percentage of adult students. At DeVry University, for 
example, 72% of all students enrolled in fall 2009 were 25 and 
older, and 49% were 30 and older. Among graduate students, 
including those at Keller Graduate School of Management, 
93% were 25 and older, 68% were 30 and older. For many 
adults considering a return to school, it’s a relief to know that 
under-30 students are the minority. 

Consider a school that employs instructors with real-world 
business experience to help you assimilate back into 
education. Professors who understand the delicate balance 
between work, school, and family can help adult students 
navigate their way to success. 

To learn more about DeVry University and its Keller Graduate 
School of Management, visit 
http://www.devry.edu/corporate/CityofPhiladelphia/ or call 
866.606.8350 to request additional information. 
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Balancing Work, Family, and School Your Path to Possibilities in Philadelphia 

Where will your path lead you? Whether you want to start on 
a new career path or advance in your current position, 
Community College of Philadelphia is the right choice for you. 
Affordable tuition and opportunities for financial assistance 
make it easy for you to pursue your goals. With a range of 
student support services, campus life activities and 
intercollegiate athletics, the College provides an excellent, 
well-rounded college experience that will help you achieve 
your educational goals. 

The Smart Path to a Bachelor’s Degree 

If you plan on earning your bachelor’s degree, save money by 
completing an associate’s degree here. Tuition is more 
affordable than four-year colleges and universities, so you will 
spend less—much less—for your four-year education. The 
College makes transfer seamless through Dual Admissions 
partnerships and of transfer agreements. 

Excellent Career Paths, Diverse Opportunities 

The College offers a wide variety of programs that prepare 
you to start an in-demand career after graduation or continue 
your education. Our programs provide a foundation for 
careers in architecture and construction; art, design and 
media; business and technology; health care; law and public 
service; liberal arts; science; social and human services; and 
technical programs such as automotive technology and 
culinary arts. 

Learn More or Apply Today 

The College offers open houses, webcasts and campus tours 
throughout the year. For more information about Community 
College of Philadelphia, visit www.ccp.edu. 

For more information on the Returning to Learning Partnership Program 
visit our website at 

http://www.phila.gov/MDO/COE/Pages/returningtolearning.aspx or 
follow us on Twitter @PhillyRTL 
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For more information on the Returning to Learning Partnership Program 
visit our website at 

http://www.phila.gov/MDO/COE/Pages/returningtolearning.aspx or 
follow us on Twitter @PhillyRTL 

In Other News 

Graduate! Philadelphia is pleased to partner with the City of Philadelphia's Returning to Learning Partnership to offer help and 
advice to adults seeking to complete their college degree.  We will work with you from the decision-making through degree 
completion and will help you find the best academic program that fits your individual needs and financial capacity.   
Be a Comebacker!  Call 215.498.1504, E-mail advisor@GraduatePhiladelphia.org  or Register: www.GraduatePhiladelphia.org 

The Mayor’s Returning to Learning Program would like to 
congratulate all of our graduates from this past year including: 

Cathy Arnold, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Miriam Cardona, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Ursula Days, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Venus Daniels, Peirce College, Associate in Science 

Lorna Jones, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Angela Kegler, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Kathleen McColgan, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science, Cum 
Laude 

Monique McCullough, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Denise Reynolds, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Michelle Reynolds, Peirce College, Associate in Science 

Tondaleya Robinson, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Shenita Sheffield, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Tara Singleton, Peirce College, Associate in Science 

Nona-Marie Smith, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Juliet Walters, Peirce College, Bachelor of Science 

Rose M. Williams, Peirce College, Associate in Science 

Congratulations to our 2013-2014 Graduates! Wonder if you can do it too? You can, just take it from your 
colleagues who have completed their degrees: 

“I told myself that when my son was older that I would go to 
college and get a Bachelors degree.  I always thought that 
going back to school as an older adult would be rather 
difficult.  However, I found that my passion for learning was 
re-awakened, and what I thought would be rather difficult, 
although at times challenging, was surprisingly not as hard as I 
had imagined.  I thoroughly enjoyed my academic journey 
which took six years, non-stop, to complete.” – Cathy Arnold 

“I recommend that anyone looking to return to school do it 
because it is such a rewarding experience. “ – Denise Reynolds 

“It took me three and a half years without breaking. Going 
back to school was very challenging in the beginning, but after 
a year and a half I became comfortable because I understood 
what my goals were and what I was doing.” – Juliet Walters 

The Returning to learning program is also extremely excited to 
share the very special story of one of our graduates, 
Tondaleya Robinson. You can view her story at 
http://youtu.be/ydy7stuFbmk and witness the surprise of a 
lifetime for one mother who we are proud to call our 
colleague.   

This month’s Lunch & Learn is focused on Graduate School. Our partner schools offering graduate programs with the 25% 
tuition discount will be here to answer your questions on Thursday, August 21, 11am-1pm, in MSB, 16th Floor, Room Y. 

Rosemont College’s Fall Info Session will be held Tuesday, August 12th, 6pm-8pm (Main Campus). Instant Admittance if 
application is completed and official transcripts and resume are received for the following programs: MBA, Master’s in 
Education, Business Administration, and Criminal Justice. For more details visit http://www2.rosemont.edu/august-12-sgps-info-
session  

Veterans, are you interested in attending college and would like to refresh your academic skills? Call Veterans Upward Bound at 
215-898-6892 to learn more about our free pre-college preparation program. Our next semester begins September 2014! 

La Salle University is now offering an Accelerated Bachelor of Social Work Program starting in the Fall 2014 semester!  This 
program can be completed in a little as 15 months. For more information, please contact Veronica Craig at (215) 951-1655, 
email craig@lasalle.edu, or visit http://www.lasalle.edu/social-work/accelerated-program/.   

Reminder: when applying to any partner school, please be sure to fill in the “Employer” section in the application form with the 
“City of Philadelphia” to ensure your application fee is waived and discount process is started! 
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