BEST VALUE

is the best choice for Philadelphia!
On May 16th, Philadelphia voters agreed! Here’s what you need to know to participate!
WHAT WILL CHANGE
Previously the City’s Procurement rules required the City to choose the business offering
the lowest price. When the good or service is more complex, this doesn’t always make
sense.
Using a best value method will allow the City to choose vendors based on important
factors, other than just price, including quality.
Keep in mind, the normal course of business will continue to be lowest responsible
bidder, however in the next 6-9 months, the Procurement Department will begin to roll
out its most complex bids under the best value method.
In preparation for this, vendors should be aware that best value contracts are subject to
disclosure requirements found in Chapter 17-1400 of the Philadelphia code. These are
the same requirements currently used for Requests for Proposals for professional
services posted via eContract Philly.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Chapter 17-1400 Rule:
Under this rule, any individual making over $3,000 (per calendar year) or business making over
$11,900 (per calendar year) in campaign contributions to a candidate or incumbent for elective
City office are not eligible to receive, as either a principal contractor or subcontractor, best
value contracts over $10,000 (for individuals) or $25,000 (for businesses), respectively, during
the candidate or incumbent’s term in office.
Disclosure requirements include:
Any campaign contributions made by your business or any affiliated entity or persons if
you are applying as a business. OR any campaign contributions made by you or any
immediate family member if you are applying as an individual.
Names of consultants used to help obtain the contract and any campaign contributions
they may have made.
Whether a City employee asked you to give money, services, or any other thing of value to
any person or entity; and
Whether a City employee gave you any advice on how to satisfy any minority, women,
disabled or disadvantaged business participation goals.
Best Value disclosure requirements are in effect as of June 1, 2017. The City’s Procurement
Department plans to post its first best value opportunity within the next 6 to 9 months. It’s a
good idea to begin keeping track of disclosable campaign contributions to ensure you are
prepared to fulfill the requirement at the time of application for a best value opportunity.
For more information, including Frequently Asked Questions and additional disclosure
requirements, visit the contracts Disclosure/Eligibility page found here.

