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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
AIR MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
                                                June 8, 2011 
MEMORANDUM                                      
 
TO:    Air Pollution Control Board Members 
FROM:  Thomas Huynh, AMS Director 
RE:   Air Program Update  
 
Air Quality 
 
• From January 1 to April 30, 2011, there were 65 Good Days (54%), 54 Moderate Days 

(45%), and 1 Unhealthy Day (1%) that occurred on 1/1/11 due to fine particulate. 
• Philadelphia has been classified as a nonattainment area for ozone for the 8-hour 

concentration (standard = 0.075 ppm), and for particulate matter of less than 2.5 microns in 
diameter for the 24-hour concentration (standard = 35 ug/m3) and the annual arithmetic mean 
(standard = 15 ug/m3). 

 
Air Monitoring 
 
AMS is still working with the Capital Program Office and PECO to connect electricity to the 
PAC station at Washington Ave & South Columbus Blvd (behind the Steel Workers Union 
building).  
 
Regulatory Services Activities 
 
From February 1, 2011 to May 31, 2011, AMS reviewed 55 air permits, 60 operating licenses, 
and 469 asbestos permits and licenses. AMS serviced a total of 258 citizen complaints – (86) 
involving air pollution, (43) involving asbestos, and (129) involving noise. AMS also performed 
385 air and noise inspections and 650 asbestos inspections. In addition, AMS observed 367 
vehicles at 22 locations and issued 10 citations for violations of the City’s anti-idling rules. For 
this period, AMS issued 218 violations, resolved 235 Notices of Violation, and collected $95,393 
in fines and penalties. 

 
State Implementation Plan 
 
• On May 23, 2011, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) approved a State 

Implementation Plan (SIP) revision submitted by Pennsylvania with regards to the adoption 
of Control Techniques Guidelines for Paper, Film, and Foil Surface Coating Processes. There 
are two companies in Philadelphia subject to the regulation. The SIP approval is effective 
June 22, 2011. 

• On June 2, 2011, the EPA approved a SIP revision submitted by Pennsylvania with regards 
to the adoption of Control Techniques Guidelines for Flat Wood Paneling Surface Coating 
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Processes. There are no sources in Philadelphia. The SIP approval is effective July 5, 2011. 
  

Regulation X - Complex Source Review 
 
AMS staff continues to work with the Commerce, City Planning, Streets, and Law Departments 
to draft the regulation.   
 
Regulation XIV - Control of Perchloroethylene from Dry Cleaning Facilities 
 
To date, AMS has conducted compliance assistance inspections for 24 dry cleaners. AMS also 
has been working with the Fire and Commerce Departments for a variance of the sprinkler 
system for certain hydrocarbon dry cleaners.  
 
Strategic Plan 
 
AMS staff continues to develop a 5-year strategic plan for the agency. AMS has gathered data 
through an online survey and held a meeting with several stakeholders on May 2, 2011. Alison 
Riley will update you on the status of the strategic development plan for your information. 
 
Philadelphia Airport 
 
The Philadelphia Airport has received the Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award in 2011 
for the replacement of 48 diesel-powered Ground Service Equipment (GSE) vehicles (baggage 
tractors) with electric GSE vehicles (baggage tractors), and installation of 15 recharging stations 
to service those vehicles. 
 
City Council Updates 
 
On May 25, 2011, Mayor Nutter signed Bill No. 110070 which was passed by City Council on 
May 5, 2011. The bill sets an annual fee of $275 for renewable operating licenses for gas 
stations.  

Pennsylvania Legislature Updates 

On April 6, 2011, Pennsylvania House Representatives unveiled a seven bill package intended to 
promote clean energy growth in the Commonwealth by providing incentives for the use of 
natural gas as a vehicle fuel.  

 
• HB 1083- Saylor - Establishes tax credits for private fleet vehicles to lessen incremental cost 

of natural gas vehicles. 
• HB 1084 - Moul - Establishes a grant program for smaller mass transit agencies to cover the 

incremental cost of natural gas buses. 
• HB 1085 - Watson - Establishes a revolving loan program for large mass transit agencies to 

cover the incremental cost of natural gas buses. 
• HB 1086 - Marshall - Requires 25 percent of all new bus purchases made by large mass 
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transit agencies (SEPTA, PAT, Lehigh) in 2012-16 run on natural gas; 50 percent in 2017-
2021; 75 percent in 2021-2026; and 100 percent in 2027. 

• HB 1087 - Denlinger - Creates a natural gas corridor tax credit to encourage the construction 
of natural gas fueling stations along travel corridors. 

• HB 1088 - Pickett - Dedicates the Alternative Fuel Incentive Fund to provide grants to 
municipalities, schools, and the private sector for the purchase of natural gas vehicles. 

• HB 1089 - Perry - Repeals California Air Resources Board (CARB) section 2030 to 
eliminate costly duplication of EPA and CARB certifications for natural gas vehicles. 

 
EPA Updates 
 
• On March 11, 2011, EPA released the 2005 National-Scale Air Toxics Assessment (NATA) 

data to the public. The Philadelphia ambient air toxics that have a lifetime cancer risk of 
greater than one in a million are: formaldehyde, benzene, acetaldehyde, 1,3-butadiene, 
carbon tetrachloride, naphthalene, chromium compounds, arsenic compounds, pahpom, 
perchloroethylene, and ethylene oxide. Philadelphia shows a total cancer risk of 58 in a 
million and is ranked 87th out of 3222 counties in the nation. 

• On March 18, 2011, EPA extended the Mandatory Greenhouse Gas Reporting deadline for 
Year 2010 data until September 30, 2011 from the original deadline of March 31, 2011. 

• On March 21, 2011, EPA published Final Standards for Boilers, CISWI and Sewage Sludge 
Incinerators. The rules are effective May 20, 2011. Approximately 25 facilities in 
Philadelphia will be affected. 

• On March 22, 2011, EPA requested proposals for Community-Scale Air Toxics Ambient 
Monitoring. AMS submitted a South Philadelphia Community Continuous Air Toxics 
Monitoring Project proposal on May 23, 2011, to purchase the Cerex UV Sentry DOAS air 
monitoring system and the Cerex SPECTRA-1 TDL, both of which are designed for 
continuous operation, to measure in real-time process releases and other temporal events that 
can be communicated to the community and industry.  

• On March 31, 2011, EPA released Draft Roadmap for Incorporating Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy Policies and Programs into SIPs. 

• On April 19, 2011, EPA released a Policy Assessment for Review of NAAQS for particulate 
matter. EPA is considering revising the current annual standard of 15 micrograms per cubic 
meter (ug/m3) to a level within the range of 13 to 11 ug/m3, and the 24-hour standard of 35 
ug/m3 to a level within the range of 35 to 30 ug/m3. 

• On May 3, 2011, EPA published a Proposed MACT and NSPS for Utilities. AMS provided 
supporting testimony on May 24, 2011, at the Westin Philadelphia, 99 South 17th Street at 
Liberty Place in Philadelphia, PA. The proposal will reduce emissions of metals, including 
mercury, arsenic, chromium, and nickel; acid gases, including hydrogen chloride and 
hydrogen fluoride; and particulate matter. These pollutants are linked to premature death, 
cancer, heart disease, lung disease, and IQ loss. On June 2, 2011, City Council passed 
Resolution No. 110456. The resolution supports the Environmental Protection Agency's 
proposed emission standards for mercury and other air toxins. 

 


