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10 Largest U.S. Cities

Rank 1960 2007
1 New York City New York City
2 Chicago Los Angeles
3 Los Angeles Chicago
4 Philadelphia Houston
5 Detroit Phoenix
6 Baltimore Philadelphia
7 Houston San Antonio
8 Cleveland San Diego
9 Washington, DC Dallas
10 St. Louis San Jose
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Top 10 Most Populous Cities Unemployment, 2007
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Top 10 Cities’ Poverty Rate
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Poverty by race-ethnicity and household structure

Philadelphia Poverty Estimates, 2005-2007
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Poverty =  poor health

Red= census tracts with >20% poverty                
Dark green= census tracts with <5% poverty

            

-2x as likely to have low birth weight
-2x as likely to have a premature death

-7x as likely to die from HIV/AIDS

-10x as likely to be lead poisoned

-11x as likely to have a non-fatal gun 
shot wound

Compared to people living in areas with low
poverty, those living in areas of high poverty are:

Krieger et al, AJPH, February 2005
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/thegeocodingproject/index.htm



Health



Philadelphia births, 2000-2006 

MCFH Data Watch 2009



Philadelphia births and birth rate, 1960-2006 
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Philadelphia, 1961-2006
Infant Mortality Rate
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Philadelphia vs. 6 other major cities: 
Overall mortality

Overall Mortality Rate- Deaths/100,000 persons, 2004
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Leading Causes of Death: Philadelphia, 2005
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*Centers for Disease Control



Adult tobacco use

Smoking among adults in Philadelphia
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Philadelphia vs. 6 other major cities: 
Smoking during pregnancy

NCHS Vital Statistics Reporting System, 2003

Percentage of pregnant women who smoke, 2003
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Children (<7yrs) exposed to second hand smoke in 
Philadelphia
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Obesity among adults in Philadelphia
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Adult obesity



Obesity or Overweight among children 6-17 yrs in 
Philadelphia
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Philadelphia vs. 6 other major cities: 
cancer mortality

Cancer mortality rates, 2004
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Cancer mortality and poverty

Cancer mortality rates as a function of poverty for 7 major cities
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Hypertension among adults in Philadelphia
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Diabetes among adults in Philadelphia
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Hyperlipidemia among adults in Philadelphia
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Childhood asthma in Philadelphia

• 22.8% of children have ever had asthma 

• 12.9 asthma hospitalizations/100,000 (0-14 yrs)
– Healthy People 2010 goal: 1.7/100,000

PHMC Household Health Survey, 2008

PA Health Care Cost Containment Council, 2006



Air Management Services, Air Quality Report 2006

Air Quality Index
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Air Management Services, Air Quality Report 2006

Air Management Services, Air Quality Report 2006



% Philadelphia Children (Birth to Age 6) with Elevated Venous 
Blood Lead Levels (>10 ug/dl), 1994-2007
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AIDS Incidence in Philadelphia, 1984-2007
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AIDS Mortality in Philadelphia, 1984-2006
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New cases of HIV in Philadelphia

Year Prevalence New cases
2006 5827 1285

2007 6621 1258

• Of new cases in 2006
– 67% among African-Americans
– 30% among women
– 32% among MSM
– 15% among 13-24 yrs; 51% among 25-44 yrs

AIDS Activity Coordinating Office



Chlamydia rates in large cities, 2000

Chlamydia rates per 100,000 persons in cities of >200,000 population (2000)
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Completed Early Childhood Immunization
U.S. Cities and States, 2007
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Uninsurance over time in Philadelphia

Percentage of total Philadelphia population that is 
uninsured, 2000-2008
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Uninsurance over time in Philadelphia

Approximate number of uninsured Philadelphians, 
2000-2008
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Immigration



Immigrant Gateways: 1900 vs. 2006

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



Former Immigrant Gateways

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



Immigration to Philadelphia, 1900-present

Early 20th century European (Italy, Ireland), Slovaks, Greeks, 
Russian Jews

1940s-1960s Puerto Rican 
Second wave of African-Americans

1970s Southeast Asian (many as refugees), 
Chinese, Indian

1980s Russian, Eastern European, Korean, 
Chinese

1990s African, West African, Caribbean, Mexican

2000s African, West African, Mexican, Central 
American, Eastern European, Russian



Philadelphia Region: Foreign-born period of entry

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



Philadelphia: Impact of Immigration
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Philadelphia: Foreign-born country of origin, 2006

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008
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Language Line Use: City Health Centers, 2008



Philadelphia: Foreign-born citizenship status

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



Philadelphia: Foreign-born vs. Native born

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



Philadelphia: Foreign-born occupations

Brookings Institute, Recent Immigration to Philadelphia, November 2008



QUESTIONS?


