
City of Philadelphia 
Department of Public Health 
August 2011 
 

1 
 

 
 

Philadelphia Law on Smoking in Casinos 
 

The Philadelphia Clean Indoor Air Worker Protection Law (“CIAWPL”) prohibits smoking 
in indoor areas of a casino. 

So why can a casino in Philadelphia still allow smoking? 

The State of Pennsylvania passed a law in 2010 that overrides part of CIAWPL.   

What does this mean? 

Smoking is not allowed inside a casino (because of the Philadelphia CIAWPL), except 
that smoking is allowed within 25% of the gaming floor (because of Pennsylvania law). 

A few notes: 

 The “gaming floor” refers to the area of the casino where slot machines sit.  The 
term does not include an area next to the gaming floor (for example: hallways, 
restaurants, hotels, or office space).   

 

 A casino may expand its smoking section from 25% to 50% of the gaming floor.  
It may do this if a report shows that the casino is making more money from slot 
machines in a smoking section than slot machines in a non-smoking section.   
 

o The only casino in Philadelphia is SugarHouse Casino.  SugarHouse 
Casino has expanded its smoking section to 50% of the gaming floor. 

 

 Areas next to the gaming floor must be non-smoking: hallways, restaurants, 
reception areas, etc. 

 

 No smoking is allowed at any outdoor deck, patio, or service area where food or 
beverages are served. 

 

 No smoking is allowed within 20 feet of an entrance to an indoor area. 
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“No Smoking” Signs 

 
• “No Smoking” signs must be prominently posted and maintained.  It must be 

clear to people that smoking is only permitted in a designated area of the gaming 
floor, and is not allowed anywhere else inside the casino outside of this 
designated area. 
 

• “No Smoking” signs must be posted immediately above, next to, or on entrance 
doors and should be plainly visible. 

 
• “No Smoking” signs must be posted in areas near the gaming floor where 

smoking is not allowed (including hallways, reception areas, retail space, bars, 
nightclubs, restaurants, and hotel, entertainment, and office space). 

 
• “No Smoking” signs must be posted in areas of the gaming floor where smoking 

is not allowed.   
 

Smoking is allowed only in the designated area of a casino gaming floor.  Smoking 
anywhere else inside the casino is against the law!  

 
If you see smoking in non-designated areas, you can report violations of the law to 

the Philadelphia Department of Public Health at 
215-685-7495  
or online at 

www.smokefreephilly.org/secondhand-smoke/report-indoor-smoking/. 
 

 


