
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

 
 The April meeting of the Air Pollution Control Board was held Tuesday, September 4, 
2007 at the Health Commissioner’s Office Training Room, 1101 Market Street, 8th floor.  Eddie 
R. Battle, Chairman, presided: 
 
ATTENDING: Joseph O. Minott 
   Dr. Robert M. Patterson 
   Issat Melhem,  Asst. Health Commissioner 
 
STAFF:  Thomas Huynh, Acting Director, Air Management Services  
    (AMS) 
   Thomas Weir, Chief, Program Services, AMS 
   Roger Fey, Engineering Supervisor, AMS 
   Prasad Philip,,AMS 
   Alison Tracy, Voluntary Programs Coordinator, AMS 
 
GUESTS:  Carla Waite, Law Department 
   Patrick O’Neill, Law Department 
   Mable Mallard, CEO, Right to Know Committee 
   Heath C Weriett, Citizen 
    
1.WELCOME 

Mr. Battle called the September meeting of the air Pollution Control Board (APCB) to 
order at 2:10 P.M.  
 
Tom Huynh was congratulated on being named Acting Director of AMS.  
 
There were no additions or corrections to the minutes from the last meeting.  

 
2. PROGRAM UPDATE  

 
Tom Huynh presented the AMS Program Update: 
• Tom Huynh is serving as new AMS Acting Director. 
• The AMS Lab has been transferred to AMS’s leadership. 
• AMS has hired four inspectors and one chemist. 
• The Air Quality Improvement Fund has provided for two projects: a tree-planting project 

as part of TreeVitalize, and a solar lighting project in Pleasant Hill Park. 
•  AMS has selected the City’s Fire Station Headquarters located at 3rd and Spring Garden 

Streets as an alternate site in the City for relocation of its PM2.5 Monitor. The current 
monitor will operate until 2009 at CHS.  

• An initial review of the data for 1,2 – dibromoethane (ethylene dibromide) from 2003 
through 2006 appeared to indicate that levels of this pollutant were increasing.  Upon 



further investigation, the observed fluctuation is not attributable to a rise in ambient 
levels, but is due to measurements of the Method Detection Limit (MDL).  

• An update was given on projected and actual good, moderate, and unhealthy days based 
on the Air Quality Index (AQI).  

• Philadelphia's Real-Time Air Quality Website is now available at www.phila.gov/aqi.   
• The first Air Monitoring Network Plan was submitted to EPA on July 1, 2007, and 

describes the network of air monitoring stations in Philadelphia. This plan is available at: 
http://www.phila.gov/health/units/ams/index.html.   

• An update was given on Regulatory Services activities. 
• AMS has some concerns about Dry Cleaners that will be included in today’s presentation.  
• The Mid-Atlantic Regional Air Management Association (MARAMA), an association of 

several air pollution control agencies in the mid-Atlantic area, issued a report titled 
Assessment of Control Technology Options for Petroleum Refineries in the Mid-Atlantic 
Region in January 2007.   

• PADEP has submitted to EPA for approval a revision to the State Implementation Plan 
(SIP) for Philadelphia County for Ozone. 

• Philadelphia is working with PADEP to submit a SIP for PM2.5 to EPA by April 2008. It 
is expected that Philadelphia will be designated as non attainment for 24-hour PM2.5 
standard in December 2007. 

• AMS is currently in the interview process for new candidates for the Air Pollution 
Control Board, and candidates will be submitted to the Health Department soon. 

• AMS has submitted a purchase order for a new weighing room after some unforeseen 
technical problems, and it is expected it to be complete by March of 2008. 

• Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection raised its concerns related to the 
backlog for coating samples of greater than 30 days in April of this year. The backlog has 
been corrected. 

• AMS lab is the (EPA) Region III support lab for carbonyl analysis, routinely analyzing 
samples for 18 Region III sites. Through staff cross training, temporary reassignments 
and overtime, the lab has recently reduced the carbonyl sample analysis backlog to 30 
days or less. 

• Installations on 85 pieces of off-road equipment at Packer and Tioga terminals are now 
complete. 

• AMS is working with Clean Airport Partnership to devise a plan for future emissions 
reductions at the Philadelphia Airport. AMS has also worked with PADEP, the airport 
and its contractors for development of emission inventories and addressing airport 
emissions in the most recent SIP.  

• AMS, through the Mid Atlantic Regional Air Management Association, was awarded a 
$90,000 Mid-Atlantic Diesel Collaborative Grant that will fund the installation of diesel 
retrofits on 77 fire trucks across the city. 

• The City was awarded an Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant in the amount of $350,000 to 
fund the purchase of biodiesel for City fleet vehicles. The contracts are now in the 
signature process. Once finalized, this grant will provide for tank infrastructure and will 
cover the incremental cost of the fuel.  

• The first installment of a $1.2 million settlement with the Sunoco Corporation has been 
received, and will be funding diesel retrofits on City Fleet vehicles.  



• The Philadelphia Diesel Difference recently recognized the Great Valley School District 
and Lower Merion School District for their use of alternative fuels and clean diesel 
technology. As a Possible Future Project, AMS is in talks with EPA and Waste 
Management to pilot a hydraulic hybrid vehicle in Philadelphia area (see supplemental 
information on hydraulic hybrid technology).   

• Pennsylvania has established a Mercury rule that does not allow participation in the EPA-
managed cap-and-trade program, but establishes mercury emission standards, annual 
emission limitations as part of a statewide non-tradable mercury allowance program, and 
other requirements for the purpose of reducing mercury emissions from coal-fired EGUs.  

• On May 19, 2007, Pennsylvania DEP published changes to its New Source Review 
(NSR) regulation.   

• AMS has worked with the City’s Sustainability Working Group in preparing a Climate 
Change Local Action Plan, a report released to the public in April 2007 that details the 
status of Philadelphia's climate change efforts and its plan to advance local efforts even 
further.   

 
Joe Minott asked about the new location of the CHS Monitor. The proposed site is at 3rd and 
Spring Garden Streets. Mr. Minott suggested there be a monitor closer to the Port of 
Philadelphia.  

 
AMS clarified the mercury rule. Different States have made different decisions about what 
their rule will look like. There are no rules that require AMS to measure Hg.   

 
Tom explained that the Clean Airport Partnership is a group that is looking at ways to 
mitigate airport emissions. There are consultants, city agencies, as well as EPA and Clean 
Air Council working with this group. The Airport is required to reduce emissions due to its 
upcoming expansion. Similarly, the Ports are being looked at because they were identified a 
number of years ago as a source of multimedia pollution. Airplane noise and emissions are 
not regulated by AMS, which only has jurisdiction over stationary sources. There is indirect 
regulation by FAA and also by international treaties. Because of deregulation, there are more 
airlines and more traffic at airports.  DEP also has a role in reducing airport emissions as part 
of general conformity.  

 
There was a question about who the candidates are for the Air Pollution Control Board. AMS 
will email names of the candidates under consideration. The Board has four vacant posts. 

 
4. OLD BUSINESS 
 

AMS gave a presentation on Dry Cleaning in the City. This presentation discussed the 
following: 

• Other localities have initiated rules about perchloroethylene, such as New York City 
and The Air Quality Management District in California. 

• The current and proposed standards were reviewed. 
• The proposed inspection process was described. 
• The timeframe for removal was noted. 

 



There were questions on the cancer risk associated with an average rate of exposure. Prasad 
Philip will look this up. Mr. Philip also clarified the standards established by New York State 
and when those would require a shutdown. There was another question about where dry 
cleaners are concentrated within Philadelphia. AMS will put together a GIS map of their 
locations. In response to a question about employee exposure, AMS noted that OSHA 
regulations set 50 micrograms per cubic meter as a standard for perchloroethylene. Older 
machines with leaks pose a greater risk to employees than newer units. Mr. Huynh added that 
currently, there is no permitting system for dry cleaners, only a phase out that applies to new 
machines—problematic since many machines can last 15 years or more. It is also noteworthy 
that perchloroethylene was not listed as a VOC when VOCs were originally categorized by 
EPA. A single standard would be easier to enforce. Regulations would phase out all 
perchloroethylene dry cleaners eventually. Other solvents are available for use.  
 
Mr. Huynh asked for guidance from the Board on the dry cleaning issue. Mr. Minott 
proposed an across-the-board statement  to dry cleaners that 2020 is too late for the City to 
wait for the removal of these units. The Board agreed that there should be a uniform 
standard. However, it was requested that AMS gather some information about the possible 
impacts of the proposed regulations, including any effects experienced in New York City. 
Mr. Battle suggested that once the language is in place, it should be emailed to the Board 
members for a vote. I. Melhem would like to discuss the issue with the administration. AMS 
was asked to draft a motion and this motion will be discussed at the next meeting.  

 
5. NEW BUSINESS 
  

Dr. Patterson voiced a complaint about a construction site near his home where concrete 
grinding was taking place. AMS enforces rules that dictate mitigation measures for 
construction, and will respond to complaints about sites that are not implementing the 
prescribed measures.  
 
Mr. Minott reported that he received a call from a resident complaining about a sewage 
smell in Old City. The Water Department should be contacted about odor problems 
emanating from the wastewater system.  
 
Mabel Mallard of the Right to Know Committee described her experiences as an 
advocate of workers. She is working to convince city Council to enact a precautionary 
principles policy to protect workers and residents against accidental toxic releases. She 
asked about the Air Quality Improvement Fund, and Mr. O’Neill explained that hose 
funds are only for City agencies. Ms. Mallard added that her group’s next meeting is on 
Sept. 29th at the Philaposh Center. Mr. Battle suggested that attending Air Pollution 
Control Board Meetings is a good way for community groups to learn more about the 
City’s air quality issues.  
 
  

 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 3:35 pm.  


