
 

 
 

       
        
 

 
ADVISORY ALERT – CAMPAIGN FINANCE 

 
Coordinated Expenditures 

 
 
December 18, 2014: Board Regulation No. 1 (“Campaign Finance”) provides at Paragraph 1.38 
that when a person or political committee makes an expenditure that is coordinated with a 
candidate’s campaign and is made to advocate or influence the election of the candidate, the 
expenditure is an in-kind contribution from the person or committee to the candidate and is 
subject to the City’s contribution limits.  
 
The Board wishes to clarify that, for the purposes of Paragraph 1.38, expenditures for campaign 
communications (including audio recordings or video footage) or campaign materials (such as 
photographs, flyers, signs, or brochures) advocate or influence the election of a candidate only if 
the communications or materials either expressly advocate the election or defeat of a candidate 
in a covered election; or name, refer to, include, or depict a candidate in a covered election 
within 90 days of that election (including the day of the election).  
 
As such, an expenditure for campaign communications or campaign materials shall be deemed 
an in-kind contribution to a candidate and subject to the City’s contribution limits only if it: 

1)  is coordinated with the candidate’s campaign; and 
2)  either i) expressly advocates the election or defeat of a candidate in a covered election 

or ii) within 90 days of a covered election (including the day of the election), names, 
refers to, includes, or depicts a candidate in that election. 

 
Subpart H of Regulation No. 1 provides further guidance on what constitutes a coordinated 
expenditure. 
 
The full text of Regulation No. 1 and additional information about the City’s campaign finance 
law is available at the Board’s website: http://www.phila.gov/ethicsboard/. If you have questions 
about this alert, you are encouraged to contact the Board at 215-686-9450 or to use the “Ask for 
Advice” feature of the Board’s website.  
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