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Tuesday, October 21, 2014 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PHILADELPHIA COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION WANTS YOU TO
“PITCH YOUR PASSION” FOR INNOVATIVE PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS

You Can Help Find New Paths to Improve Philadelphia’s Parks and Recreation System

PHILADELPHIA- The Commission on Parks and Recreation is launching a citywide initiative inviting you to
make a “pitch” for innovative ideas to improve Philadelphia’s parks and recreation system. All viable ideas will
receive public recognition via a dedicated Pitch Your Passion Facebook page and the best ones will get help
from Philadelphia’s Parks & Recreation staff to turn your passion into reality.

This is your opportunity to let the Commission, Parks & Recreation Department leaders and fellow
Philadelphians know about a new project, program, or policy you feel passionate about that will make our parks
and recreation system even better. "We have an amazing parks and recreation system, but we know there are a
lot of great ideas out there that can make it even better," says Commission Chairman Nancy Goldenberg. "We
are hoping to uncover the most compelling ideas— and often those are the simplest— and help you make them
happen.”

Specifically, the Commission is seeking manageable, small-scale projects, proof-of-concept initiatives and
demonstration programs in three key areas:

- Programming at Recreation Centers
* What new programs or activities could be implemented at existing
recreation centers?
- Promoting Sustainability, Fighting Litter
= How do we improve the cleanliness of our parks and rec centers and
maintain them for future generations?
- Generating Initiatives for Underutilized Parkland

YOUR,
dSS ( 071/ = What is your idea for making use of underutilized parkland in our parks and

recreation system?

Pitch Your Passion in 3 Easy Steps

Step One:

Get creative! Make a video, take a picture, write a brief summary and tell us your idea. Post it directly to the
Pitch Your Passion Facebook page at www.facebook.com/PitchY ourPassionPhilly or send it via email to
PitchYourPassionPhilly@gmail.com. You can pitch as many ideas as you want!



Step Two:
You may get the opportunity to give a live presentation about your idea at an upcoming Commission meeting in
2014-2015. Take note, you don’t have to give a live presentation for your idea to be considered a finalist.

Step Three:
Encourage friends to visit the Pitch Your Passion Facebook page and show support for their favorite ideas.

Following the presentations at three public meetings held throughout the city, the Commission will choose
finalists in each category. Projects deemed to have the greatest impact and highest opportunity for success will
be formally announced at a final public meeting in June, 2015.

“This is your chance to put your great idea out into the public and get the support it deserves,” says Deputy
Mayor for Environmental & Community Resources, Michael DiBerardinis. “We can’t wait to see the ideas that
Pitch Your Passion uncovers.”

The guidelines for submitting your Pitch Your Passion idea are available on the Pitch Your Passion Facebook
page at: www.facebook.com/PitchY ourPassionPhilly.

Media Advisory

Community meeting of the Philadelphia Commission on Parks and Recreation
Wednesday, October 22", 2014: 6:00PM

Miles Mack Recreation Center

732-66 North 36™ Street

Philadelphia, PA

Pitch Your Passion will be formally announced at this meeting of the Commission.

About the Philadelphia Commission on Parks and Recreation

Since its inception in 2009, the goal of the newly established Commission was to support and help make
Philadelphia’s Parks & Recreation department the best it can be for residents and visitors to the city. The
Commission has spearheaded the implementation of the Open Land Preservation Ordinance and developed best
practices for park safety and revenue enhancement. Through a series of community meetings throughout the
city, the Commission has also enabled robust and responsive community engagement with the Parks &
Recreation Department.

Learn more about the Commission at www.phila.gov/ParksandRecreation/aboutus/parc/Pages/default.aspx

._'I Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PhilaParksRecCommission
HitH

For more information, please contact:
Nancy Goldenberg or Andy Denison at PitchY ourPassionPhilly@gmail.com
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