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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Finley Recreation Center, 7701 Mansfield 
Avenue, at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andrew Denison 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Jeannette Brugger representing Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 Christine Knapp representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Bridget Greenwald  
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner David Perri 
  
ALSO PRESENT: Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and thanked Darlene Robinson and the staff of 

the Finley Recreation Center for hosting the  meeting.  Commissioner Goldenberg welcomed everyone and 
spoke of upcoming events.  On Saturday, Sept. 14th, the 2nd annual Boxer’s Trail 5K Run will be held at the 
Mander Recreation Center.  There will also be an open house at Fox Chase Farm and Cow Chip Bingo at the 
Murphy Recreation Center.  On Sept. 18th, there will be a community TreePhilly celebration at Marconi Plaza 
and on the 28th, a Fall Festival will be held at Pennypack Park.  On August 19th, the Fairmount Park 
Conservancy and the Eagles dedicated the Team Vick football fields in Hunting Park. 

 
Commissioner Andrew Denison presented the PaRC Star Award to Philip Jackson for his many contributions and 

tireless volunteering efforts coaching at the Finley Recreation Center. Mr. Jackson thanked everyone for the 
opportunity to give back to the community. 

 
Deputy Mayor Michael DiBerardinis welcomed everyone and thanked Walter Marlin and the members of the 

Finley Advisory Council for hosting the meeting.  Commissioner DiBerardinis sadly informed everyone that 
there was a drowning at a City pool this summer.  Although everything was in order at the time of the 
drowning, the Department will make meaningful adjustments next summer and will increase the number of 
swimming lessons at recreations centers throughout the City.  In 2013, there were over 800,000 pool visits, 
with over 2,000 children participating in aquatics and over 6,400 participating in neighborhood camps.  Over 
900 youth were hired for the summer and 392 lifeguards. To culminate the summer programs, 7,800 
participated in a day at Clementon Park.    
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The Department is currently working with the Water Department to build friends groups in both the Tacony 
Creek and Cobbs Creek areas.  On September 19th, the Department will plant its 100,000th  tree as part of 
the TreePhilly campaign..  Commissioner DiBerardinis asked First Deputy Commissioner Mark Focht to 
speak about the OVAL.  Mr. Focht informed everyone that the parking lot at Eakins Oval was transformed 
into the OVAL, complete with a beach, mister fans, sand boxes, lifeguard chairs, Adirondack chairs, etc.  It 
was a very successful venture, with over 30,000 visitors during the five week period.  Every Friday night was 
movie night, which was also well attended. September 18th will kick-off Fashion Week and will include a wine 
garden.  The OVAL will return on May 1, 2014.  Commissioner DiBerardinis stated that over the next three 
years, the Department expects to have security cameras in every recreational facility.  Commissioner Sarah 
Clark Stuart said that she thought that the new skatepark was a huge success.  Commissioner Designee 
Christine Knapp added that she knew someone who is interested in teaching skateboarding. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Jeanette Brugger, City Planner to present the Trails Master Plan.  Ms.   
Brugger stated that the plan is a two year combined effort of the City Planning Commission and the 
Department of Parks and Recreation, and praised the plan as an efficient use of limited funding.  The plan 
examined 213 miles of existing trails. The goal of the plan was to identify existing and proposed trails and 
identify planning, engineering and funding partners for each trail segment.  There are 100 miles of proposed 
trails including the N. Delaware Greenway Project, the Schuylkill River Boardwalk and the Tacony Creek 
Trail.  Criteria for proposed trails includes prior commitments, demand, connectivity, feasibility and cost.  Of 
the 100 miles of proposed trail, 19 miles are considered high priority, 41 miles, medium priority and 40 miles 
low priority. 

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use, Planning and Design Committee, introduced Lauren 

Bornfriend, Executive Director, Philadelphia Parks Alliance, to present the Guide to Philadelphia Open Land 
Protection Ordinance.  Ms. Bornfriend stated that the Alliance hopes that the guide will be helpful to both 
elected officials and to the public. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg announced that Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller resigned as Chair of the  Revenue 

Enhancement Committee, and Commissioner James Straw has agreed to accept the position.  
Commissioner Straw stated that City government recognizes the value of the Parks and Recreation system, 
but the Department cannot achieve all of its goals with tax dollars.  Therefore, the  Commission needs to 
grow a resource base with new partnerships. 

 
Commissioner Andrew Denison, Chair, Communications and Public Engagement Committee, reported that the 

committee held a planning meeting this summer and defined communications requirements. 
 
Commissioner Matthew Perks, Chair, Public Safety and Maintenance Committee, stated that there was nothing 

new to report at this time. 
 
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett, Chair, Programming Committee, reported  that he and other Committee members 

are going back to the drawing board and redefining programming. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg asked Commissioner Perks to report on Art Commission action from their recent 

meeting.  Commissioner Perks said that given government operating expenses, it is gratifying to see future 
buildings being planned. Three relevant items discussed at the July meeting were the September 11th 
Memorial at Franklin Square, the Fairmount Water Works Island enhancements (including the Italian 
Fountain, bridge and boardwalk) and building improvements at the Mill Creek Recreation Center.  

 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to public comment.  Lisa complained of problems with 

picnickers , loud music late at night and drugs being sold at Cobbs Creek Park.  She requested that benches 
be removed from the park.  Another Cobbs Creek neighbor added that they met with the 18th District Police 
and the police didn’t know of any Park curfew. Commissioner DiBerardinis said that he has met with the 
Police several times in the last six months and both Hunting Park and Awbury Park are experiencing the 
same problems as Cobbs Creek Park.  He stated that a City Council bill is needs to confiscate any amplified 
sound equipment used in parks, as Police are currently unable to do so.  First Deputy Commissioner Focht 
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added that all Park permits must be initialed by the Park user stating no amplified sound, no inflatables and 
no parking allowed on the grass.  Mr. Focht also stated that every Thursday, all Park permits are faxed to the 
Police Department so they are aware of all events in the Park.  Commissioner DiBerardinis said that he 
understands the problem and the Department needs to do more.  He vowed that the Department will work on 
this problem during the winter months.  An audience member requested that the Department not issue future 
permits to those who abuse the system.  Audrey said that it was unrealistic to ask people to just come to the 
park to eat with no activities for children.  Cara, founder of Youth-A-Rama, expressed concern that she has 
been unable to find a recreation center to house her program.  Walter Marlin questioned if there was a City 
ordinance against noise nuisance. And if there is, why can’t the Police seize equipment.  Mr. Marlin also 
stated that maintenance is still an issue at Finley Recreation Center and more staff is needed there.   Mr. 
Taylor said he coaches at a park at Olney and Ogontz Aves. and he is currently searching for a center for his 
programs. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:55PM. 
   
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, November 20th at 

6:00PM at the American Swedish Museum, 1900 Pattison Avenue. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Carol J. Roache 
 Administrative Assistant 


