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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at Lloyd Hall, #1 Boathouse Row, at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andy Denison 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Bridget Greenwald 
  Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Joanne Dahme representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
  
ALSO PRESENT:  Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Facilities 
  Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Commissioner Goldenberg gave a brief history of the establishment of the Commission and announced the 
new Commissioners.  Commissioner Goldenberg asked each Commissioner to introduce themselves and 
speak briefly.  Commissioner Goldenberg thanked outgoing Commissioners Hoskins, Rodriguez and Capozzi  
for their time, dedication and service to the Commission. She also remembered late Commissioner Tony 
Langford.  Commissioner Goldenberg thanked Park and Recreation staff for providing assistance for the 
meeting.  Commissioner Goldenberg informed everyone of upcoming events.  Beginning September 20th, a 
public arts project, “Open Air” will take place on the Benjamin Franklin Parkway, using mobile technology to 
guide light beams through the sky.  The PHS Fall Festival will take place on September 22nd .  Apple Fest will 
be held on October 13th and on October 20th, there will be a Boxers Trail 5K Run.  A “Glow in the Dark” event 
will take place on October 25th at FDR Park.  On Nov, 17th, the Department of Parks and Recreation and the 
Fairmount Park Conservancy will team up for “Fall for Your Park” day.  Commissioner Goldenberg 
congratulated Kathryn Ott Lovell and the Fairmount Park Conservancy for their work on the football field 
groundbreaking ceremony at Hunting Park on September 18th.  Eagles quarterback Michael Vick and the 
Vick Foundation contributed $200,000 for the rehabilitation of Hunting Park’s football fields.  

 
Commissioners Carol Rice introduced the newest PaRC Star, Carolyn Duffy.  Commissioner Rice thanked Ms. 

Duffy for her dedication and commitment to Schuylkill River Park and surrounding community and presented 
her with the PaRC Star award. 
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Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use Committee, spoke briefly about House Bill 2224, which will  
give government the power to sell park land without oversight.  Commissioner Goldstein urged people to call  
legislators or sign the letter on the Parks Alliance website (www.philaparks.org) to vote against this bill. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg announced that Ed Fagan, Director of Development, would present the report for the 

Revenue Enhancement Committee later in the meeting. 
 
Commissioner Carol Rice, Chair, Communications Committee, encouraged everyone to nominate PaRC Stars 

and also to “like” the Parks and Recreation Commission on Facebook. 
 
Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, updated the Commission on capital projects in close proximity to Lloyd 

Hall.  Mr. Focht briefly gave the background of Lloyd Hall, which opened fourteen years ago and serves as a 
venue for sports and community activities.  This year is the 200th anniversary of the Fairmount Water Works 
and Mr. Focht invited everyone to stop by the Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center.  The Italian 
Fountain is currently undergoing restoration. A boardwalk will be built on the silt island across from Lloyd Hall 
with completion due in late spring / early summer of 2013. 

 
Ed Fagan, Director of Development, gave the report for the Revenue Enhancement Committee.  Mr. Fagan 

updated the Commission on concession activities.  The Department is in the process of implementing the 
Gateway concept recommended in the Revenue Enhancement Study.  The goal is to work with Friends 
groups and communities to develop a shared vision, create revenue zones, identify gaps in existing service 
offerings and reinvest revenue into programming and capital improvements within the zones.  Mr. Fagan 
gave updates on Cosmic Café (at Lloyd Hall), Wheel Fun Rentals, Burholme Golf (at Burholme Park), the 
Love Park food vending program and the Horticulture Center. 

 
Leo Dignam, Deputy Commissioner, presented an overview of the Department’s summer programs.  There were 

over one million visits to City pools this summer and over 3,000 children were given swimming lessons.  
There was a 13% increase (6,773) in participants at neighborhood day camps and 1,300 youth participated 
in specialty camps.  The Department was also affiliated with several organization-led camps including the 40 
National Junior Tennis League Camps that served over 1,500 campers.  The Department hired 584 youth 
(through the Philadelphia Youth Network), working at 119 recreation facilities for a six-week period. The 
Department also employed 396 lifeguards and 390 pool maintenance attendants during the pool season.  
Youth triathlons were conducted at three sites, growing 40% from last year to over 200 participants. Four 
Philly Cup Skateboard Series events were completed, attracting over 150 competitors.  552 campers 
participated in the Paddle Penn’s Landing kayaking program.  Lastly, the Department ran 56 outdoor 
basketball leagues at 48 locations, including approximately 2,000 adults in outdoor leagues at all locations.  
Staff-run youth basketball leagues engaged 2,500 youth at 43 sites. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg stressed the Commission’s focus on safety in both parks and recreation centers.  On 

August 16th, Councilwoman Cindy Bass held hearings on safety issues at City recreation centers and listened 
to citizens’ concerns; the Commission provided testimony. On October 3rd, Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds 
Brown will hold a hearing on the use of ATVs and reviewing existing regulations, and again, the Commission 
will provide testimony. On October 24th, there will be a one day forum on safety in parks and recreation 
centers sponsored by the Commission and the Department of Parks & Recreation; representatives from 
other cities will be in attendance. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to the public to discuss safety issues and offer suggestions.. Lisa 

Love, a resident of the Cobbs Creek Park area, expressed concerns about picnickers playing loud music and 
parking cars and trucks on the grass areas.  She also stated that there are many drug users using the Park.  
Andrew Freedman, an avid cyclist, was troubled with the condition of the bike path between Strawberry 
Mansion Bridge, Columbia Bridge and Schuylkill Banks.  He noted that the path after the grandstand is 
sunken down and the fence next to it is missing.  He also added that there is a tree bank problem in that 
area, and there are overgrown bushes just after the entrance to the parking lot.  Cindy Masiejczyk was  
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       concerned with the state of older trees in West Park which are currently covered with heavy vines and 

invasive species.  Harry Roth stated that everyone is entitled to use Park trails, however, there are currently 
safety conflicts on the trails, and the public needs to be educated on sharing the paths with one another.   
Michael McCrea informed the public that 25% of the operating budget has been lost in the last four years and 
stated that there are not enough evening programs at recreation centers.  Lastly, Cindy Masiejczyk added 
that more signage is needed throughout the Park system 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:50PM. 
   
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, November 14th at the 

Hawthorne  Recreation Center, 1200 Carpenter Street..  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
  
Carol J. Roache,  Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 


