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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Lauretha Vaird Boys and Girls Club, 4800 
Whitaker Avenue at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Barbara Capozzi 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Alan Greenberger  
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
 Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Park and Facilities 
 Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner, Recreation and Programs 
 Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and announced that the 

Commission has decided to devote a portion of each of its upcoming meetings to the issue of safety, which 
includes everything from the physical condition and maintenance of buildings to personal safety when using 
a recreation center or park site.  Commissioner Goldenberg asked members of the audience who wished to 
speak to sign the speaker sheet.  Commissioner Goldenberg thanked Jack Waldron, President and CEO of 
the Philadelphia Boys and Girls Club, and John Gonzalez, Director of the Lauretha Vaird Boys and Girls 
Club, for hosting the Commission meeting and acknowledged Mark Focht, Susan Slawson, Captain Frank 
Vanore and representatives from the offices of Rep. Tony Payton and Rep. Dwight Evans. 

 
 The minutes for the May 18, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg announced the appointment of a new Commissioner, James Straw. Mr. Straw is the 

principal of the architecture planning firm, KSK which focuses on historic preservation planning and urban 
design.  Commissioner Goldenberg also announced upcoming events for fall.  The Shane Victorino Nicetown 
Boys and Girls Club will hold their Grand Opening on Sept. 22nd and there will be a reception at the Smith 
Memorial Playground on Sept. 23rd.  On Sept. 24th, there is a Pennypack Fall Festival and Craft Show at the 
Pennypack Environmental Center and the Philly Fun Fishing Fest on the Schuylkill Banks. 
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Commissioner Goldenberg asked Howard Langford, Tony Langford’s brother, to step forward and accept a 
citation from Mayor Nutter to officially recognize Anthony Langford with this tribute. Tony had an endless 
compassion and a unique dedication to the City’s park and recreation facilities, and he will be greatly missed. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to the public to speak.  Ms. Wylin spoke of the problems of 

short dumping in Juniata and presented Commissioners pictures of the dumped trash.  Captain Vanore 
promised to have an officer contact Ms. Wylin the following day.  Ms. Mitchell spoke of her concerns 
regarding a trail at the end of Cheltenham Avenue.  She said that the trail has no lighting and the trees are 
overgrown.  Mr. Keywood of the 600 block of Garland Street stated that neighbors do not want any lighting in 
the park across from his house.  There are new basketball courts and a playground there and they do not 
want lighting for fear it will become a hangout for drug users.  Mr. Keywood also had concerns about graffiti 
on local buildings.  Mr. Henderson expressed his concerns  about water issues at Juniata Golf Course.  He 
said that since the Water Department put a hydraulic flood gate into a nearby tunnel, the golf course floods 
out with only an inch of rain.  Mr. Robb spoke of problems with dirt bikes and ATVs in neighborhood parks.  
He also informed the Commission of illegal drug activity on the 5000 block of Bingham St.  Captain Vanore 
confirmed that dirt bikes are a problem throughout the entire City.  Commissioner DiBerardinis added that he 
has spoken to Mr. Robb several times about this issue and dirt bikes in the park are a major problem. Ms. 
Dennis questioned the use of Park Rangers and how they are dispatched for events.  Ms. Rivera requested 
that a Ranger be dispatched to Juniata Park during the summer months when there is a large amount of 
alcohol consumption and loud music after hours.  Mr. Marlin expressed his concerns about drug activities at 
Finley Recreation Center.  Captain Vanore said an officer would contact him the following day.  Ms. Bernard 
informed the Commission of alcohol consumption and drug activity at the  baseball fields at Clemente 
Recreation Center in Spring Garden.  Ms. Schmid of the Tookany / Tacony Frankford Watershed Partnership 
spoke of the group’s interest in the water that runs through the Tookany Park and the communities that 
surround it.  Their focus is on clean water, clean communities and clean parks.  Sister Elaine suggested that 
friends groups be deputized to protect neighborhood parks.  An unidentified speaker requested information 
regarding the long-term plan to connect Tacony Creek Park to the Delaware River Trail.  Mark Focht, First 
Deputy Commissioner, spoke about the Frankford Creek Greenway Plan.  Jean Hunt, informed the audience 
that staff is in the process of designing programming for children, youth and families and encouraged input 
from the community. 

 
 
Commissioner Pete Hoskins, Chair, Revenue Enhancement Committee  asked  Robert Allen, Director of Property 

and Concession Management, to speak about the Burholme Golf Center concession.  Mr. Allen stated that a 
request for proposals was issued in early September.  This was issued on the website and also mailed to 
eighty sports center operators.  Seven companies attended the pre-proposal meeting. A selection will be 
made in late November. 

 
There was no update from the Land Use Committee.   
 
Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner, reported on the activities of the Parks and Recreation Department.  

The Department had a very busy and successful recreation program this summer with 100% of the 
swimming pools and eight spray grounds in full operation.  There were also 140 summer youth camps in full 
operation, servicing over 8,000 young people.  There were eight specialty camps throughout the City 
specializing in everything from environment to basketball, performing arts to rowing.   

 
Commissioner Goldenberg thanked the entire Parks and Recreation Department staff for the clean-up after the 

recent storms.   
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Commissioner Goldenberg then asked the Commissioners for any old or new business.  Hearing none, 

Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:50PM.   
 
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, November 16th at 

6:00PM at the Cobbs Creek Recreation Center.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
  
Carol J. Roache,  Administrative Assistant 


