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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the South Philadelphia Older Adult Center, 
1430 East Passyunk Avenue at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andrew Denison 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner David Perri 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Jeanette Brugger representing Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
                             Joanne Dahme representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
 Susan Slawson representing Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Bridget Greenwald 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
  
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in attendance.  She 

thanked the staff of the South Philadelphia Older Adult Center for hosting the meeting. Commissioner 
Goldenberg then informed everyone of upcoming events.  On June 3rd, there is a Citizens Engagement 
Meeting at the Horticulture Center and everyone is invited to attend. The Strawberry Festival at Woodford 
mansion and the Dragon Boat Regatta will take place on June 7th.  There will be a ribbon cutting at the 
William Dick School at 2498 West Diamond Street on June 7th.  The William Dick School is the first of many 
schoolyard greening projects between the Department of Parks and Recreation and the Water Department.  
On July 10th, the Dell Music Center opens for the 2014 season.  Numerous acts such as Roberta Flack and 
the O’Jays will be performing at the Dell this year. There are a number of projects slated for the Parkway (on 
the 1600 -1800 blocks).  PennDoT is funding a $5 million reconstruction project and work has begun at Von 
Colln Field. The Love Park garage project will soon be underway.  Commissioner Goldenberg acknowledged 
the tireless work of Departmental staff in cleaning up after the recent storms. Tree Philly gave away over 
1,500 trees at six recent events.  Lastly, a City Council hearing will be held on June 5th regarding the Temple 
Boathouse renovations at the East Park Canoe House. 

 
Commissioner Andrew Denison presented the PaRC Star Pathfinder Awards to Patricia Henningsen and BettyJo 

Saraceno.  Ms. Henningsen is the Vice President of the Fitler Square Improvement Association and has 
volunteered for many years at Fitler Square.  Ms. Saraceno  was presented the award for her tireless 
volunteering efforts at the South Philadelphia Older Adult Center. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner, and Ms. Slawson updated the 

Commission on capital projects within the Department.  Ms. Slawson acknowledged Mark Focht, First Deputy 
Commissioner and staff, and thanked Commissioners for their support. Ms. Slawson stated that the summer 
is a very busy time of year for the Department and City pools will begin opening on June 20th.  By July 1st, all 
pools will be open.  City pools are open for six weeks at a cost of just under $3 million.  Deputy Mayor 
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DiBerardinis is focused on outdoor programming  Summer programming staff does an amazing job with 
children. There are 130 camps throughout the City.  Among the specialty camps are a tree house adventure 
camp, art camp and basketball camp.  The DiSilvestro Recreation Center is a very exciting project.  Along 
with the recreation center, there will be a new library and a health center, of which the Children’s Hospital of 
PA will participate.  The entire center will occupy a City block. Mr. Focht updated Commissioners on 
improvements to FDR Park.  Mr. Focht informed Commissioners of new Park signage,  numerous upgrades 
to Ashburn Fields and improvements to the American Swedish Museum. Improvements are also being made 
to Murphy, Ralph Brooks and Vare Recreation Centers.  Each Councilmember has agreed to contribute 
$50,000 to their individual projects and the Department will meet the contribution with equal labor. All 
recreation centers will be clean, safe and ready-to-use.  Frank Fabey added that improvements are being 
made to the Barry Recreation, including a new roof, bathrooms and computer rooms. Mr. Focht informed the 
Commissioners that improvements to the Weccacoe Recreation Center are on hold due to the status of the 
burial grounds.  He added that there will be a charrette for design ideas regarding the African American burial 
grounds.  Commissioner Jeff Hackett questioned the status of the relationship between the Police and the 
Department.  Ms, Slawson responded that she meets regularly with Commissioner Bethel and the 
relationship has improved during the last four years. Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein asked for an 
update on the Wissahickon Trail Gateway project.  Mr. Focht responded that there is a Master Plan.  
However, at the moment, neither SEPTA or PECO has been responsive to a right of way.  Commissioner 
Goldenberg added that there is a new park at 22nd and Market Streets at the site of the Salvation Army 
building collapse.  The Salvation Army donated the land to the City and an ordinance was passed and signed 
by Mayor Nutter.  On June 5th, a tree will be planted there to commemorate the one year anniversary of the 
collapse.   

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use, Planning and Design Committee, stated that she met 

informally with the proponents of the Veledrome project at FDR Park, but nothing has been formally 
submitted. 

 
Commissioner James Straw, Chair of the Revenue Enhancement Committee, stated that the Revenue 

Enhancement Committee is currently looking for ways to raise funding through public / private partnerships. 
There are numerous partnerships including sports partnerships and partnerships with the Fairmount Park 
Conservancy, the Parks Alliance and advocacy groups. Concessions include food trucks, catering contracts 
and golf and miniature golf contracts.  The Committee is interested in finding new and innovative ways of 
finding new partnerships. 

 
Commissioner Andrew Denison, Chair, Communications and Public Engagement Committee, reminded everyone 

to tell their story to Find Your Path. 
 
Commissioner Matthew Perks, Chair, Public Safety and Maintenance Committee, stated that the Committee is 

concerned with the issue of amplified sound in picnic areas in residential neighborhoods.  Police cannot 
enforce any laws until a specific regulation has been drafted, approved and added to the Records 
Department.  At that time, the Police will be able to confiscate the amplified sound equipment. 

 
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett, Chair, Programming Committee, said that he has been ill and hopes to meet this 

month with various partnerships and stop the overuse of recreation fields. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg asked Commissioner Perks to report on Art Commission action from their recent 

meeting.  Commissioner Perks stated that the Commission approved improvements to the 1600-1800 blocks 
of the Parkway and a project to remodel the front of the Central Library. Shakespeare Park will be refurbished 
and include an amphitheatre space. Mr. Focht added that the Symbiosis sculpture will be installed in front of 
Park Town Place for a period of one year. 

 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg called for Partners Reports.  Kathryn Ott Lovell, Executive Director, Fairmount Park 

Conservancy, stated that the Conservancy recently finished “Love Your Park” week with over 1,000 
volunteers participating in 80 events in neighborhood parks throughout the City.  The City’s first ever public 
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pumptrack was dedicated. On May 1st, the Conservancy held its 7th annual fundraiser, raising almost 
$500,000.  The PPR Department and the Conservancy are preparing for another summer at the Oval.  
Funded by corporate sponsors, the Oval will be open for five weeks and include a beer garden and numerous 
activities.  Commissioner Goldenberg thanked Ms. Lovell and the Conservancy for their amazing work.  Mr. 
Focht added that on June 30th, the Fairmount Park Historic Preservation Trust will be merging with the 
Conservancy.  Mike McCrea, of the Recreation Advisory Council, stated that the Council is hoping for an 
increase in the PPR budget.  He informed everyone that  there is a new policy and procedure manual 
available at recreation centers.  It will also be online shortly. Mr. McCrea added that there are ten pilot sites 
for reading programs at recreation centers throughout the City, 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg then opened the meeting to comments or questions from the public. Seeing none, 
Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:15PM. 
   
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Carol J. Roache 
Administrative Assistant 


