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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Christy Recreation Center, 728 South 55th 
Street at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Barbara Capozzi 
  Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Deputy Commissioner Joseph Palantino representing Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck 
   
ABSENT: Commissioner Alan Greenberger  
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
 
ALSO PRESENT:Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell 
  Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Facilities 
  Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and announced that 

Parks and Recreation budget testimony will be given before City Council on Tuesday, April 17th at 10:00AM 
in City Council Chambers and encouraged everyone to attend.  Commissioner Goldenberg also informed 
everyone that the PA Historical Commission honored Penn Treaty Park with a historical designation.  
Upcoming Parks and Recreation events include an Easter Egg Hunt at Malcolm X Park and a Cobbs Creek 
5K Run on April 21st. 

 
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett introduced the newest PaRC Star, Gregorio.Cojulun, Jr.  Mr. Cojulun has been the  

President of the Malcolm X Park Advisory Council for the last thirty years.  He also serves on numerous other 
advisory councils and the neighborhood town watch.  Commissioner Hackett thanked Mr. Cojulun for his 
dedication and commitment to the recreation center and surrounding community and presented him with the 
PaRC Star award.  Commissioner Goldenberg encouraged everyone to nominate local volunteers from their 
parks and recreation centers for the PaRC Star award. 

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use Committee, announced that the Land Use Protection 

Ordinance passed through City Council. 
 
Commissioner Pete Hoskins, Chair, Revenue Enhancement Committee, informed everyone that the Burholme 

Golf concessionaire was selected and will be starting sometime this Spring.  A bike rental concessionaire 
was selected to operate both at Lloyd Hall and Love Park, and new food concessionaires are being selected 
for Love Park.  The Committee has contacted various cities throughout the country to gain knowledge of their 
best practices regarding safety. 
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Andrew Denison, a member of the Communications Committee, spoke on behalf of Committee Chair Carol Rice 
who was unable to attend the meeting.  Mr. Denison assisted in establishing the new Parks and Recreation 
Commission’s page on Facebook, and announced that the site went live today. This website contains all 
kinds of information and links and can be found by searching Parks and Recreation Commission on 
Facebook. 

 
Deputy Mayor Michael DiBerardinis thanked the Center’s Advisory Council for hosting the meeting and providing 

refreshments for the Commissioners.  The Deputy Mayor announced that the Parks and Recreation FY13 
budget did not receive any further cuts, and the Department is focusing its time and efforts on safety issues.  
The Department is working with Police to focus attention on recreation facilities, specifically, outdoor 
basketball leagues and pools and also, ATV riding in parks.  The Department is also addressing public 
concerns regarding event permit holders abusing permits with loud music and use of alcohol. 

 
Erica Smith Fichman addressed the public on the Tree Philly Campaign. Several grants were received to plant 

trees in Philadelphia.  Yard tree give-aways began in the Fall of 2010 and will continue through the Spring of 
2012.  Wells Fargo Bank is sponsoring free trees for everyone.  Residents must sign up for free trees by 
March 31st and tree distribution will take place from  April 22nd through April 28th.  You can also sign up on the 
website, www.TreePhilly.org. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg introduced Councilwoman Blackwell and asked her to say a few words. 

Councilwoman Blackwell welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.  The 
Councilwoman congratulated Gregorio on his award. 

 
Ed Fagan, Director of Development, updated everyone on Love Your Park week, May 12th through May 19th.  

Forty-five activities will take place during that week and Sister Cities Park and Lardner Point Park will 
officially open.  There will be a Phillies rally at Pleasantville Park, numerous movie nights and a “Love Your 
Park” contest.  Go to www. LoveYourPark.org to enter. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to the public to discuss safety issues and offer suggestions. 

Walter Marlin questioned funding for video surveillance at playgrounds.  He stated that Finley Recreation 
Center needs better lighting and was concerned that the operating hours were shortened there.  He was also 
concerned that a recreation leader was transferred.  Deputy Mayor DiBerardinis responded that significant 
funds go for safety and a list of recreation centers now using video cameras can be sent to anyone 
interested.  He added that staff funding has been cut at recreation centers and the Deputy Mayor has 
management rights to transfer individuals as needed.  Mike Carpenter urged the Department to remove trees 
on Christian Street near 55th Street due to crime concerns.  He added that storage containers on ballfields 
present a danger and should be removed and the Christy Recreation Center needs a new wooden gym floor 
and air conditioning.  The Deputy Mayor stated that he would ask Christopher Palmer to assess the air 
conditioning, and he will look at the trees, but given funding constraints, he could not make a commitment 
regarding the gym floor.  Dorothy Butler complained that the Christy Recreation Center is filthy.  There is no 
soap or towels in the bathroom and lockers are unable to be opened.  Deputy Mayor DiBerardinis stated that 
there is a full-tme caretaker assigned to Christy and the center should be clean.  He promised to investigate 
the situation.  Gerry Bateman also complained of unsanitary bathrooms and also spoke of problems with the 
sidewalks at Christy, stating that they always hold water and are very icy in the winter.  Mr. Bateman also 
questioned why the Christy pool was only open for three weeks last summer.  Thelma Benbow, President of 
the Christy Advisory Council, responded to Mr. Bateman’s comments. She stated that the motor died in the 
pool last summer, and there is a leak in a pipe below the sidewalk that makes the sidewalk constantly wet.    
Ms. Benbow agreed that cleanliness is a big problem at Christy.  She also thanked the Deputy Mayor for the 
work  completed on the roof at Christy.  Deputy Mayor DiBerardinis responded that he will speak to the 
Water Commissioner about the leaky pipe and will investigate the cleanliness problem at the Center.  Andre 
Sawyer stated that partnerships need to be developed with commitments for funding.  Ron Thomas 
nominated the Work-to-Ride program and Leslie Hiner for the PaRC Star Award and also requested that 33rd 
and Oxford Streets should be named the “Tony Langford Memorial Circle” 
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Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:55PM.   
 
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, May 16th at 6:00PM 
at the Hunting Park Recreation Center, 900 Hunting Park Avenue..  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
  
Carol J. Roache,  Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 


