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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Central Library, Skyline Room at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Barbara Capozzi 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
 

ABSENT: Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Alan Greenberger  
 Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
 Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez 
 Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck 
 

ALSO PRESENT: Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and announced that the 

meeting format had been changed, giving the public two opportunities to comment.  Commissioner 
Goldenberg informed everyone that following a request from the Commission, the Mayor has prepared a 
citation honoring Commissioner Anthony Langford, who passed away in March.  Commissioner Goldenberg 
is hoping to have the Langford family in attendance at the September meeting to accept the citation.  
Commissioner Goldenberg announced that the Department instituted a new electronic sign policy since the 
May meeting.  Also, five pieces of legislation were passed by City Council and signed by the Mayor since the 
May meeting.  They are (1) a long-term lease for the Mann Center for the Performing Arts, (2) a long-term 
lease for the Lloyd Hall Café with Cosmic Catering, (3) a donation of a six-acre parcel of land in the eastern 
portion of the Wissahickon watershed, (4) a land swap for a small parcel of land on the North Delaware Trail 
and (5) legislation passed and signed that would allow the Department to keep earned revenue.  There are 
numerous capital projects that are currently underway, such as  Hawthorne Park at 12

th
 and Catherine Sts. 

and the Schuylkill River Connector Bridge.  The Allen’s Lane stormwater management improvements are 
completed.  Also, construction is complete on a play area at FDR Park, the Woodford tennis courts and the 
East Park Canoe House dock.  Lastly, on Sept. 23

rd
, the Smith Memorial Playground  and Playhouse will be 

hosting a Declaration of Play event. 
 
The minutes for the May 18, 2011 meeting were unanimously approved. 
 
Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to the public for comments or announcements.  Stanley Scott of 

the Greater Olney CDC stressed the need for summer jobs for youth in the Olney area.  Frances McDonald 
of the Sturgis Advisory Council requested further information on the new electronic sign policy.   

 
Commissioner Carol Rice, Chair, Communications Committee, introduced the newest  PaRC Star, Frances 

McDonald.  Ms. McDonald has served as President of the Oak Lane Neighbors Association for more than 15 
years and for the last 3 years, has served on the Board of Sturgis Playground.   Ms. McDonald has played a 
vital part in planning the development of the new recreation center.   
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Commissioner Goldenberg announced that future meetings, starting in September, will be rotated throughout the 
parks and recreation districts, and will be focused on safety as the number one priority. 

 
Commissioner Pete Hoskins, Chair, Revenue Enhancement Committee reported that the revenue enhancement 

study, commissioned to find new ways to support the activities of the Parks and Recreation Department, is 
complete and he introduced Matt Hill of Civic Futures, one of two consultants who conducted the study.  Mr. 
Hill stated that the study, which focused on growing the number and variety of concessions, was jointly 
commissioned by the Parks and Recreation Department, the Fairmount Park Conservancy and the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, with involvement from  the Fairmount Park Historic Preservation Trust.  Current 
concessionaires were interviewed in hopes of finding additional ways to generate more revenues.  Based on 
the input from the concessionaires, the study’s steering committee and the research on best practices in 
other cities done by the Revenue Enhancement Committee, a series of recommendations emerged.  Among 
the recommendations were: hire a facilitator to guide the concessionaires through the approval process, 
develop a more informed website where existing concessionaires would be listed and Requests for 
Proposals could be posted, identify park zones targeted for specific types of concessions and streamline the 
concession approval process to help attract entrepreneurial and innovative concessionaires.. The long-range 
plan is to identify gaps in existing services and resources and explore potential possibilities for different  
types of concessions in different park zones. 

 
Robert Allen, Director of Property and Concession Management, stated, that as a result of the best practices 

survey, the Department now has long-term goals and short-term recommendations.  All concessions are 
being added to GIS maps to determine where the Department can add more concessions and amenities for 
park users.  Work continues on both existing and new concessions. The Burholme Golf Center is a 
concession that is up for renewal this year. Lastly, Mr. Allen thanked both the Commission and the 
Conservancy for helping to fund the study. 

 
In the absence of Commissioner DiBerardinis, Commissioner Goldenberg reported on the activities of the Parks 

and Recreation Department.  The Department has a very busy and successful recreation program this 
summer with 100% of the swimming pools and eight spray grounds in full operation.  There are also 140 
summer youth camps in full operation, servicing 7,000 youth.  There are eight specialty camps throughout 
the City specializing in everything from environment to basketball, performing arts to rowing.   

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, was unable to attend the meeting to present the report from the 

Land Use Committee.  Commissioner Goldenberg reported that the Land Protection Ordinance became 
effective on July 1, 2011. 

 
Commissioner Rice, Chair, Communications Committee, informed everyone that the Commission is now on 

Facebook and asked everyone to go on Facebook and “like it”.  The Commission will inform the public of 
future activities through this page, where the public may also voice its opinion on park and recreation issues.  
The current Facebook address is “philadelphia-commission-on-parks-and-recreation”. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to public questions and comments.  Lamar Reese suggested 

using vacant lots  to create toddler parks.  Charles Daschell of the Philadelphia Capoeira Arts Center spoke 
about bringing local arts entertainment  to recreation centers.  He then presented a musical demonstration. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:15PM.  The next meeting of the Commission on Parks 

and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, September 21st at 6:00PM at the Laureitha Vaird Boys and 
Girls Club in Tacony Creek Park..  

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  
Carol J. Roache,  Administrative Assistant 


