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COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETING

JANUARY 18, 2012

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Simons Recreation Center, 7200
Woolston Avenue at 6:00PM.

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett
Commissioner Pete Hoskins
Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller
Commissioner Carol Rice
Commissioner James Straw
Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart

ABSENT: Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis
Commissioner Alan Greenberger
Commissioner Howard Neukrug
Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez
Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck
Commissioner Clarena Tolson

ALSO PRESENT: Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner, Parks and Facilities
Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner, Recreation and Programs
Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant

Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and wished everyone a
happy new year. Commissioner Goldenberg acknowledged Eric Hardaway(representing Dwight Evans),
Roccio Perez (representing Councilman David Oh) and State Representative Mark Cohen in the audience.
Commissioner Goldenberg spoke briefly on upcoming Departmental events; the Maple Sugar event in
January, art shows in the Spring and a week-long Love Your Park event from May 12" through May 19"
Commissioner Goldenberg also announced that the Manayunk Canal Towpath improvements are now
complete, and the towpath is open.

Susan Slawson, First Deputy Commissioner of Recreation and Programs, thanked everyone for attending and
introduced Donnell Martin, the recreation leader at Simons. First Deputy Commissioner Slawson announced
that the Department has opened the three ice rinks that the Snyder Foundation enclosed and invited
everyone to skate at the adjoining ice rink (next door to the Simons Recreation Center) following the
meeting. The First Deputy Commissioner thanked State Representative Dwight Evans for committing time,
effort and funding into this community. She also reminded everyone of the afterschool programs, summer
camps and basketball camps at Simons and throughout the City. The First Deputy Commissioner
acknowledged Leo Dignam for a wonderful Mummers Parade this year and Departmental staff who do a
wonderful job year-round.

Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner of Parks and Facilities, gave a brief update on the operations of the
Department. For the first time this year, Parks and Recreation and Love Park hosted the City’s annual
Christmas Village and also the official holiday tree lighting. On Jan. 2™, departmental staff decorated the
stage at the Academy of Music for the Mayor’s inauguration. The First Deputy Commissioner informed
everyone that the Department is now in Phase Two of the merger and there will be a new combined special
events permitting policy and also a combined and unified athletic field permitting process. Commissioner
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Goldenberg added that there has been a transition in City Council committees and Councilwoman Cindy
Bass is now the Chair of the Committee on Parks, Recreation and Culture.

Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair, Land Use Committee, announced that the Committee had the
opportunity to comment on three bills that City Council passed and the Mayor signed into legislation. Two
were acquisition bills that enabled the City to take title of land that connects the trail system along the
Schuylkill River and extend the Kensington and Tacony Trail along the Delaware River. The third bill put the
new zoning code in place.

Commissioner Pete Hoskins, Chair, Revenue Enhancement Committee, announced that after two years of
working with staff, there is now a streamlined version of the concession system. The Committee’s focus is
now on public safety. Committee members are reaching out to other cities to obtain their best practices in
public safety in parks and recreational facilities. Commissioner Goldenberg added that the Commission is
also focusing on the issues of safety, from obstructed sightlines to more serious crimes in parks and
recreation centers.

Commissioner Carol Rice, Chair, Communications Committee, announced that the Commission received a small
grant and now can develop a website that is user friendly. It should be up and running in several months.
This website will be driven by Facebook and contain all kinds of information and links. Commissioner Rice
introduced the newest PaRC Star, Clarence Savage. Mr. Savage has been the Advisory Council President
at Simons Recreation Center for the last twenty-five years. He has volunteered there since 1969.
Commissioner Rice thanked Mr. Savage for his dedication and commitment to the recreation center and
presented him with the PaRC Star award.

Commissioner Goldenberg opened the meeting to public speakers. Allison Weiss questioned potential funding of
a playground on West Queen Lane. Walter Marlin expressed concern about the lack of exterior lighting and
video surveillance at recreation centers and asked that funds be allocated for improvements. Erica Tunnell
guestioned who would be responsible for overseeing video surveillance. Commissioner Hackett suggested
allowing non-profits to vend at special events. Leo Dignam, Deputy Commissioner, said he would look into
this suggestion, but stated that all vendors must have a business privilege license and be certified by the
Health Department. Roger Walton expressed his concerns regarding dog-walking in the park. Tony Dorey,
President of the Christian Fellowship Softball League, questioned the fee for the use of recreation fields. Bill
Dietrich of the Jardel Advisory Council stated that benches need to be replaced at the Jardel Recreation
Center and lights need to be repaired at Burholme Park. Eric Hardaway of Rep. Dwight Evan’s office,
informed the Commission of an unsafe drain at Fisher Park and also suggested that young people have the
ability to post videos of sporting events on the Commission website. Tracy Leonardis of NEO Sports asked
for a clarification of vending in the park. Clarence Savage stated that people should focus more on stopping
crime rather catching the criminals with lighting and cameras. Donald Birch added that the prevention of
crime is everyone’s responsibility, from block captains to school guards to town watch.

Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:15PM.

The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, March 21st at
6:00PM at the Christy Recreation Center, 728 S. 55" Street.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol J. Roache, Administrative Assistant



