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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Central Library at 6:00 P.M. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Bernie Brunwasser 
 Commissioner Barbara Capozzi 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Pete Hoskins 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
   
ABSENT: Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Alan Greenberger  
 Commissioner Anthony Langford 
 Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez 
  
ALSO PRESENT: Patrick Morgan, Chief of Staff 
  Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
  
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone and highlighted events 

that took place in 2010.  The biggest accomplishment was the formation of the Commission and its public 
mandate to adopt standards and guidelines related to park and recreation use, its preservation of green 
space, watershed management, sustainability, and the conveyance and acquisition of parkland and 
recreational facilities.  The Commission held an organizational retreat to organize and prioritize and also took 
full-day tours of park and recreation facilities.  The Commissioners participated in many community meetings 
throughout the City.  The Commission monitors all City Council legislation and, when appropriate, comments 
and advises both City Council and the Mayor.  Both a Commission blog and website have been established. 

 
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein reported on the work of the Land Use Committee.  The Commission was 

asked to delay the vote on the Land Protection Ordinance until January to give everyone the opportunity to 
study the ordinance and offer comments.  Due to these comments, there changes were made to the 
ordinance.  First, the Parks and Recreation Department staff wanted to be clear that the Commission’s 
recommendation would occur after input from the Department.  The second change is that reports that are 
required by this process are in addition to other standards and practices that the City has when it acquires 
land.  Thirdly, the Commission spelled out in more detail what the environmental impact statement covered, 
such as stormwater management, natural habitat, canopy preservation, noise, light and water pollution.  
Commissioner Goldenberg then called for a motion to approve the ordinance.  Commissioner Hackett 
motioned and Commissioner Capozzi seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously carried.  Both 
Commissioner Goldstein and Commissioner Goldenberg were thanked for their efforts and leadership in 
shepherding this first major initiative of the Commission. 

 
Commissioner Pete Hoskins presented the report of the Revenue Enhancement Committee.  There is currently a 

concession study in progress which is funded jointly by the Department, the Commission, the Conservancy 
and the William Penn Foundation.  The consultants’ recommendations should be completed in time for the 
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next Commission meeting.  In addition, members of the Committee have been conducting an analysis of 
public- private partnerships in numerous cities such as Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, 
Minneapolis, New York, Chicago and Washington D.C.  Commissioner Hoskins stressed that the Committee 
will be working with Deputy Mayor DiBerardinis and the Department through the budget process. 

 
Commissioner Carol Rice gave the report of the Communications Committee.  Commissioner Rice informed 

everyone of the “PaRC Star”, an award to recognize a community volunteer who is nominated from their park 
or recreation center.  The very first PaRC Star award was presented to Richard Yoka, President of the 
Fairmount Sports Association.  Mr. Yoka currently conducts baseball and softball programs at Von Colln 
Field, located at 23rd and Pennsylvania Avenue.  Commissioner Rice also presented an award to 
Commissioner Bernie Brunwasser, who is retiring after 40 years of service to the City.  Lastly, Commissioner 
Rice reminded everyone that the PaRC Star application is on the website and asked that everyone nominate 
a deserving volunteer.  

 
Commissioner Goldenberg also thanked Commissioner Brunwasser for his many years of dedicated service and 

introduced Patrick Morgan, Chief of Staff, to speak on behalf of Deputy Mayor Michael DiBerardinis.  Mr. 
Morgan informed the Commission of the launch of the Green 2015 action plan both at the Hank Gathers 
Recreation Center and the Academy of Natural Sciences. As part of the Green 2015 initiative, the 
Department will advance the Mayor’s green works goal for 500 new acres of publicly accessible green space.  
As initial first steps, the Department is partnering with PIDC to acquire another 5 acres of green space 
adjacent to Bartram’s Garden. The William Penn  Foundation is currently funding a study to explore outdoor 
recreation and entertainment opportunities in East and West Park.  The William Penn Foundation is also 
funding another study, working with Andropogon Associates, to look at three representative recreation and 
park sites and provide recommendations as to how we can environmentally and economically conduct our 
maintenance and operations of those sites.  Once these recommendations are received, the Department can 
expand those recommendations across the entire system. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg asked everyone to review information about becoming a Delaware River ambassador.  

Lauren Bornfriend of the Parks Alliance congratulated the Commissioners on a wonderful and productive first 
year. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 6:55PM.  The next meeting of the Commission on Parks 

and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, March 16th at 6:00PM at the One Parkway Building, 1515 Arch 
Street, 18th Floor. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
 
 
Carol J. Roache,   
Administrative Assistant 
 
 


