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A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at Mander Recreation Center, 2140 N. 33rd St,,  
at 6:00PM. 

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair 
 Commissioner Andy Denison 
 Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis 
 Commissioner Derrick Ford 
 Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein 
 Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett 
 Commissioner Gary Jastrzab 
 Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller 
 Commissioner Matthew Perks 
 Commissioner Carol Rice 
 Commissioner James Straw 
 Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart 
 Commissioner Clarena Tolson 
 Christine Knapp representing Commissioner Howard Neukrug 
  
ABSENT: Commissioner Bridget Greenwald  
 
ALSO PRESENT: State Representative Vanessa Brown 
 Mark Focht, First Deputy Commissioner 
 Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant  
 
 
Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and thanked the staff at Mander Recreation 

Center for hosting the  meeting.  Commissioner Goldenberg announced that the entire meeting agenda 
would be devoted to one item of business, the proposal by the Audubon Society and Outward Bound 
Philadelphia to build an educational center on the banks of the East Park Reservoir. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg stated that this project is required to come before the Commission to undergo the 

public review process, defined in the Open Lands Protection Ordinance (Bill No. 110002) and passed by City 
Council on April 14, 2011.  The Bill was signed by Mayor Nutter on April 27, 2011. 

 
An  Alternative Analysis was submitted by the National Audubon Society and Outward Bound Philadelphia for the 

proposed transfer or conversion of land in Fairmount Park that includes the west basin of the East Park 
Reservoir and surrounding grounds next to the Strawberry Mansion neighborhood for the creation of a 
proposed educational center for conservation and leadership development.  The Commission deemed the 
analysis complete and it was posted on the website 30 days prior to this meeting as required in the 
ordinance.  Public comment will  be accepted through April 30th and the Commission decided to devote this 
meeting to further public comment on the proposal.  No deliberations or decisions will be made, only the 
presentation by the National Audubon Society and Outward Bound Philadelphia and the public comment. 

 
The Commission will submit its recommendation to Mayor Nutter and Council President Darrell Clarke  120 days 

after receipt of the Alternative Analysis.  If no recommendation is submitted by that time, the Commission 
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may submit its recommendations any time prior to legislation being passed by City Council. Substantial 
weight will be given to the recommendation by City Council and City officials.  City Council then will need to 
approve an ordinance to transfer land and the Art Commission must approve the design of the building. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg noted that she was a founding member of Outward Bound Philadelphia and as such, 

thought it was in everyone’s best interest to recuse herself.  Commissioner Goldenberg stated that she would 
turn the meeting over to Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein, Chair of the Commission’s Land Use and 
Planning Committee, following the presentation of the PaRC Star award and outlined the format of the 
meeting.  Audubon and Outward Bound staff will present a brief overview of the proposed project.  
Commissioners will be given the opportunity to ask questions.  Audience members will then be permitted to 
give comments.  Comments must be limited to 2 minutes.  If audience members do not wish to speak, they 
may write comments or questions on cards on the back table.  Commissioner Leslie Ann Miller also recused 
herself, as she had previously been engaged in discussions with Audubon and Outward Bound about this 
project. 

 
Commissioner Andy Denison presented the PaRC Star Award to Bill Denise for his contributions to Mander 

Recreation Center and his tireless efforts with youth baseball.  Mr. Denise thanked the Commissioners and 
stated that it was a pleasure to work with children. 

 
Janet Starwood, Director of Urban Conservation, Audubon Society, thanked the Commissioners and staff for 

hosting the meeting and also thanked the Water Department for their partnership.  Ms. Starwood stated that 
this project is a partnership of the Audubon Society and Outward Bound.  The proposed building will serve as 
a launching pad for orientation and educational programs and the base of operations for both the Audubon 
Society and Outward Bound staff.  The 37 acre lake and surrounding grounds within the outer fence line will 
be managed as a bird sanctuary with over 200 species of birds migrating through Philadelphia.  Conceptual 
design plans for the Center envision a two-story building, a total of approximately 17,000 square feet on the 
berm of the lake’s edge.  Conceptual plans for the building include viewing areas, an exhibit room, a multi-
purpose room and classrooms.  The proposed lease with the City will include 50 acres of land, currently 
under the Philadelphia Water Department management and inaccessible to the public.  These acres, 
including a 37 acre lake and 13 acres inside the outer fence of the PWD managed land, will be opened to the 
public.  The project will result in the transfer or conversion of less than 4.5 acres of parkland for outdoor 
recreational use. A small portion of the building (estimated between .05 and .10 acre) may extend beyond 
the current fence line onto a small portion of park land. 

 
Keith Russell of the Audubon Society spoke about the 200 species of birds migrating through Philadelphia and 

John Morrison of CVM Construction presented a map of the proposed project.  Katie Pastuszek of Outward 
Bound introduced herself and spoke about current Outward Bound programs in which they partner with over 
80 public, charter, and independent schools.  Outward Bound is currently housed in the Sedgeley Porter 
House, but they have outgrown that location. 

 
Commissioner Goldstein invited Commissioners to give comments or ask questions.  Numerous questions were 

asked relating to lighting, parking, the size of the building and if the building will be environmentally friendly 
and LEED certified.   

 
Commissioner Goldstein then opened the meeting to public comment. In all, 13 people gave testimony. 
 

1. Judge Jimmy Moore of Cobbs Creek Community Environmental Center supported the project. 
2. Pete Hoskins of Laurel Hill Cemetery supported the project. 
3. Martha Moffat of East Park Historic Houses supported the project. 
4. John Di Sciascio of Friends of Sedgley Woods was concerned about the compliance of ordinances and 

parking issues. 
5. Tonnetha Graham of Strawberry Mansion CDC had concerns about safety and jobs for local residents. 
6. Meg. Wise of Smith Memorial Playground was excited about the project and fully supported it. 
7. Paul Bonfanti of Phila. Parks Alliance gave conditional support and expressed concerns. 
8. Judith Robinson of Strawberry Mansion area had concerns that local youth would not be engaged. 
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9. Calvin Williams of Strawberry Mansion area had concerns there is no local representation. 
10. Un-named Strawberry Mansion resident had concerns that the park cannot be used during regattas. 
11. Dan of Sedgeley Woods would like the public to have more input into the project. 
12. Tanya, a Strawberry Mansion resident, questioned the length of the lease. 
13. Eric of Urban Blazers stated that the center needs to be accessible to all children after school. 

 
Commissioner Goldenberg thanked everyone for attending and adjourned the meeting at 7:55PM. 
   
The next meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, May  15th 
 at the Carousel House, 1701 Belmont Avenue. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
  
Carol J. Roache,  Administrative Assistant 
 
 
 


