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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 3, 2010 
 

City of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Fire Department and Vision 20/20 to announce smoke alarm grant 
and join forces with the American Red Cross SEPA Chapter for the Energizer Battery “ Change Your Clock 
- Change Your Battery" National Fire Safety Educational Campaign. 
 

Philadelphia: Mayor Michael A. Nutter, Commissioner Lloyd Ayers and Ed Comeau, Communications 
Director, Vision 20/20 announce that the Institute of Fire Engineers (IEF) has received Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant of 7,000, 10 year, sealed, lithium battery powered smoke alarms. Partnering with the City 
of Philadelphia, the IEF grant, valued at approximately $100,000, will enable the Philadelphia Fire 
Department to provide state of the art smoke alarms to needy area families. 
 
In order to focus the public's awareness on this important subject, on November 5 at 10:30 a.m., Mayor 
Nutter will join Fire Commissioner Ayers, Ed Stagnaro, Communications Manager, Vision 20/20 and Donna 
Palmieri, President and Interim CEO, Southeastern Chapter of the American Red Cross will go to the 
Consortium Sunshine Senior Center, 138 South 58

th
 Street, to “officially” announce the grant, pass out new 

9-volt Energizer batteries and to personally encourage area residents to participate in this life-saving 
campaign. 
  
The Commissioner stated that “As a result of this grant, during the month of November, all Philadelphia 
Engine and Ladder companies will visit blocks in their local fire safety and education districts to install 
smoke alarms, distribute literature, answer questions and replace 9-volt batteries upon request. Our goal is to 
install the 7,000 newly awarded smoke alarms, as quickly as possible, to begin to protect the lives of our 
Citizens in need.” 
 
This year in Philadelphia, 25 residents died in fires.  Of these fatalities, 17 occurred in properties that did not 
have a smoke alarm, had dead or missing batteries or were improperly installed.  "For the Fire Department, 
even one resident injured or killed is too many," said Commissioner Ayers.  “This gift will enable us to 
bolster our efforts to install smoke alarms and remind all Philadelphians of the importance of their proper 
maintenance, practicing a home escape plan and the completion of the Home Fire Safety Check List.”  
 
Ms. Palmieri noted that this is an especially valuable time, leading into the heating season, to remind the 
community about fire safety. She stated “Since January 1, the American Red Cross SEPA Chapter has 
responded to more than 685 disasters, most of them fires. Many of the people we help survived because they 
had working smoke alarms, but unfortunately, too often that’s not the case.” 
 
Following the event, volunteers from the American Red Cross SEPA Chapter will join Mayor Nutter, 
Commissioner Ayers and members of the Fire Prevention Division, Engine Company 57, 56

th
 & Chestnut 

Streets and Ladder Company 24, 61
st
 & Thompson Streets, in a fire safety walkthrough on the 5800 block of 

Sansom Street passing out fire safety kits containing Energizer batteries and installing smoke alarms.  
 
 
 

-more- 
 



 
 
 
Smoke alarms and a home escape plan still remain the best protection for the early warning of a fire and will 
assist with a safe and timely exit. Smoke alarms with 9-volt batteries should be changed at least annually; so 
if you forgot to change them last fall or this spring - this is your opportunity. And remember, smoke alarms 
with ten year lithium batteries are now available where these products are sold. 

 
Commissioner Ayers noted that this effort would not be possible without the ongoing support of Energizer 
Battery and the International Association of Fire Chief’s, national campaign sponsors, and the American Red 
Cross Southeastern PA Chapter. 
 

 
 Persons who cannot afford to buy a Smoke Alarm can call the Hotline at 215-686-1176 

 The Home Fire Safety Check List may be obtained at any Philadelphia Fire Station. 

 Check our websites: www.phila.gov/fire and freedomfromfire.com 

 Learn how to become a volunteer Fire Safety Representative by calling - 215-686-1382 
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