
Insulation 
 
The Philadelphia Fire Department continues to issue a warning concerning the 
hazards of installing loose fill, rolled in foam-in-pale insulation in older homes. 
 

• Never install insulation around any heat producing equipment or the 
exhaust pipes of such equipment.   

 
• Check the electrical code for the required clearance needed for insulation 

around light fixtures, wiring compartments, light ballasts, and other 
electrical equipment.   

 
• In older homes wired with knob and tube wiring, the National Electrical 

Code forbids the installation of insulation that prevents the dissipation of 
heat from the electrical conductors to a free air space. 

 
• Before you insulate any wall or ceiling that contains electrical wiring or 

equipment, have a licensed electrician check your electrical system for 
degraded wires or circuit overloads. 


