May 13, 2009

Mr. John Hanger

Secretary

Department of Environmental Protection
Rachel Carson State Office Building

P.O. Box 2063

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Dear Secretary Hanger:

On behalf of the Metropolitan Caucus, a newly created convening body of elected officials from the five
counties in Southeastern Pennsylvania, we are writing to express our enthusiastic support for the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission’s proposal to assist the Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection in providing outreach, technical and financial assistance to local governments
and non-profit organizations for energy efficiency improvements in our region. We believe that DVRPC
is in a unique position to support municipal investments and has crafted a proposal that will make
efficient and effective use of state energy funds.

As you know, under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program allocates direct formula funding to the region’s counties
and municipalities over 35,000 in population. This threshold excludes 228 of our smaller municipalities,
which face formidable technical and administrative barriers to developing and implementing energy-
efficiency and conservation investments. These communities and the many non-profit organizations
within the region are less likely to have the expertise, time, and capacity to identify, evaluate, and
manage potential projects. As a result, they may either miss out or fall short in making effective use of
available funds.

These communities collectively represent 20 percent of the population in the Commonwealth, which
has received at least $14.1 million for energy-efficiency and conservation investments by local
governments that do not meet the population threshold for direct federal EECBG allocation. Investing a
proportionate share of these funds to support DVRPC’s proposed technical assistance and re-grant
program would lower barriers for smaller municipalities and non-profits and provide scalable resources
to support their energy-saving initiatives. However, we urge to consider eliminating the local match
requirement as this will create a barrier to full participation and implementation of the program.

An investment in the region’s energy efficiency and conservation infrastructure will help leverage and
coordinate existing resources and make the case for additional federal funding. Of course, it also will
advance the Commonwealth and Metropolitan Caucus’ shared goal of fostering multi-municipal and
regional coordination. With demonstrated capacity and expertise, the Metropolitan Caucus is confident
that DVRPC will serve as a capable fiscal agent for this program, which ultimately will position the
region for a more economically and environmentally sustainable future.

Sincerely,

James F. Cawley  Terence Farrell Linda A. Cartisano  James R. Matthews Michael A. Nutter
Chair Chair Chair Chair Mayor

Bucks County Chester County Delaware County Montgomery County City of Philadelphia

Commissioners Commissioners Council Commissioners



