POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION
MINUTES

Monday, March 19, 2012

22" Police District

1747 N. 17" St., Philadelphia, PA 19121

Present: Branson, Bronson, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Garcia,
Goldfein, Haynes, James, Islam, Kung, Volz

Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Michael

Counsel: Hayes

Absent (Excused):

Absent (Unexcused): Burley, Castillo-Perez,

Chair Goldfein called the meeting to order at 6:40 PM

REGULAR SESSION

1.

2.

Review of Minutes — Postponed until the April meeting.

Sunshine Act Certifications — Approved minutes from the January 23, 2012 Meeting were
posted on the Commission website on February 23, 2012. The agenda for the March 19th
meeting was posted on March 19th.

Secretary’s Report — Secretary reminded Commissioners that meeting begin at 6:30pm on
the third Monday. Still need biographies for the annual report from a few commissioners (4-5
sentences apiece). Any excused absences should be reported to the Secretary or the Chair.

Chair’s Report — Chair Goldfein reported on the draft of a recommendation regarding
allegations of officer-related thefts; Executive Director Bill Johnson described the issues
involved in the upcoming panel hearing in the Minatee case, which involves the search of a
passenger during a vehicle stop. Banks panel chair Crumlish noted the panel is still waiting
for a transcript in the case. Exec Dir. Johnson noted that the court reporting service can’t
locate the transcript, but is still looking for it. Comm. Crumlish asked that the company be
removed from consideration for additional hearings, and Johnson noted that this was already
the case. There was discussion of audio recorded at hearings by Commission staff. Chair
Goldfein reported on the last day of testimony from the subject officer in the Abrams Case.

Report of the Executive Director - Executive Director William Johnson reported that the
Commission received three new complaint filings to date in March, bringing the total
number of active complaints to 136. The IRC has recommended that the 30 open
investigations from 2009 and 38 from 2010 be reformatted in a document that will better
assist in helping the public to understand our case flow. Our current internal docket sheets
are posted on the Wiggio site. There are two outstanding opinions in the matter of K. Banks,
and Anthony Abrams. The hearing in the Abrams cases concluded with testimony from the



subject officer on Thursday, March 15, 2012. Our next Commission meeting is scheduled
for Monday, April 16, 2012 Site TBA. The public hearing into immigration issues has been
scheduled for late May and a definitive date will be determined soon. We have met Internal
Affairs and have resolved all remaining “No CAP” complaints. PAC Investigators will soon
have a work station located inside of IAD at 7790 Dungan Rd. Councilman Curtis Jones
introduced legislation on Thursday, March 15, 2012 to create a permanent Police Advisory
Commission. There was general discussion of the Exec. Director’s initiative to videotape
complaint interviews beginning by the end of May. Chair Goldfein asked that a protocol for
videotaping, which includes discussion of informed consent in both English and Spanish be
submitted to the IRC for consideration.

6. Report of Counsel — Counsel Hayes cautioned Commission members and Staff to adhere to
the agency’s protocols when approached by news media. Hayes also reported that attorneys
representing the Pittsburgh Complaint Review Board will be forwarding a Petition for
Allowance of Appeal for consideration by the Commission.

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees:
A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) — Waived.

B. Public Relations Committee (Haynes) — Deputy Director Anderson
gave a brief update on the Commission’s website project, which is now in the
Discovery Phase of the Dept. of Technology’s project management cycle. The next
step is for Johnson/Anderson to meet with police department’s Deputy
Commissioner for technology. Chair Haynes asked Commissioners to email any
features they would like to see developed on the site. Commissioner Garcia
suggested that we consider creating a few online tutorials based on training video on
police-community relations from the former police-barrio relations project.

C. Investigatory Review Committee — Committee Chair Cavanaugh,
Chair Goldfein and committee member Crumlish discussed efforts to reduce
caseloads, and the simplified report intended to demystify the process for the public.
There was general discussion of the automatic closure of cases, of which the
committee chair notes he remains opposed. It was also noted that the procedure
allows the Executive Director to keep cases open by providing an explanation for
the reason to the IRC.

D. Personnel Committee - Report waived.

E. Mediation Committee — Report waived. Committee Chair Ed James
noted the group will be meeting early in April to discuss a different approach to
bring all parties to the table.

F.  Annual Report Committee — Commissioners Volz & Haynes are
working on a final draft of the 2011 report, which should be complete by April 1*.

G. Old Business — There was additional discussion of the Commission’s
attempts to contract for a Spanish-speaking investigator through the Managing
Directors Office. The Commissioners voted unanimously to authorize Chair



Goldfein to request a waiver of the requirement for three vendors from the
Managing Directors Office.

H. New Business —

I.  New Business Bilingual Investigator — In response to questions from
the Commissioners, Executive Director Johnson noted that funds allocated to hire a
bilingual investigator are on hold until the city identifies three certified vendors to

bid for the job. Chair Goldfein asked if the terms of the contract are public, or are
under a Request for Proposal that can be detailed on the Commission website.

The Chair publically thanked Commissioner Edward Kung (attending his final PAC meeting) for his
service to the Police Advisory Commission.

7:10 PM — Business Meeting adjourned, Public Session started

PUBLIC SESSION

In attendance: 22™ District Captain, Community Services Officer; members of the local Police
Chaplains, Police District Advisory Council and Town Watch, and a representative from State Rep.
Michelle Brownlee’s (D-195) Office.

Question: How does the Commission handle “cold” cases?
Answer: IRC Chair Cavanaugh and other commissioners explained the procedures for dealing with
cases older than one year.

Question re statements from Prisoners: How does the Commission handle cases brought by
prisoners? Can the Commission interview prisoners?

Answer: Executive Director Johnson explained that Commission Investigators will simply schedule
an interview with prison officials if necessary.

Tim Cwiek re Nizah Morris: Gave the Commissioners a copy of a Computer-Aided Dispatch
report which he claimed was not a part of the records given to the Commission during the
investigation.

Question: Will the bill proposed by Councilman Jones make the Commission more effective
Answer: Several Commissioners noted that the effects of the Jones legislation are not known at this

time.

The Public Session was closed and the meeting was adjourned at 7:31 PM



