
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MINUTES
Monday, February 27, 2012

Marian Anderson Recreation Center

740 S 17th St, Philadelphia, PA 19146

Present: Bronson, Castillo-Perez, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Goldfein, Haynes, Volz 
Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Chaffin, Michael
Counsel: Chentis
Absent (Excused): Branson, Garcia, Islam, James, Kung
Absent (Unexcused):  Burley

Chair Goldfein called the meeting to order at 6:23 PM

REGULAR SESSION 

1. Review of Minutes of January 23 2012 – Minutes unanimously approved by voice vote.
2. Sunshine Act Certifications – Minutes from the Dec 19, 2011 Meeting were posted on the Commission 

website on January 23, 2012. The Agenda for the February 27th meeting was posted on February 23rd.
3. Secretary’s Report – Secretary Volz noted that the time for the Commission meeting is now 6:30pm. The next 

meeting will be held on Monday March 19th at the 22nd District, 1747 N 17th St, Philadelphia, PA. Have 
biographies for commissioners Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Garcia, Goldfein, Haynes and Volz. Need 
biographies from Commissioners Branson, Bronson, Castillo-Perez, Islam, James and Kung. Reminder that any 
excused absences should be communicated to the Chair or Secretary. 

4. Secretary Volz reported as Presiding Officer of the I.O.P. Committee and reminded commissioners and staff of 
the contents of Article 11, Complaint Procedures.  (Attached to minutes).  Section D of Article 11 mandates the 
closure of all cases, without comment, if they are not completed within a one (1) year time frame.  Extensions 
may be requested by the Executive Director through requests to the IRC Committee.  Those extensions have to 
go to the main body of the Commissioners for approval.

5. Chair’s Report – Chair Goldfein discussed Recommendation 2012-1 (giving officers who have suffered 
traumatic events time to recover) and Draft Recommendation 2012-2 (regarding trends in theft allegations 
against police noticed by the Investigative Review Committee). 

6. The Nizah Morris panel will consist of Commissioners Crumlish, Goldfein & Volz, and will be reviewing 
records from police and the District Attorney. Written testimony in the Morris case will be accepted up to April 
1, 2012. 

7. The Minatee Panel will consider the case of a passenger who was arrested in a vehicle that was live-stopped in 
March 2011. Commissioners Chaudhary, Haynes and Islam have been assigned to the panel, with 
Commissioner Burley as an alternate

8. The Banks hearing panel is waiting for case transcripts.
9. The panel hearing the Matter of Anthony Abrams will be sitting on March 15th to take testimony from the target 

officer. 

10. Report of the Executive Director (attached)

11. Report of Counsel – Counsel Virginia Chentis reported that she spoke with the attorney representing the 
Pittsburgh Police Complaint Review Board regarding their request for the PAC to consider filing an amicus 
brief in support of their appeal to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in a case requesting police records that were 
denied by city officials.
     

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees:
A.  Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) – Chapter 11 discussed under Secretarial Report.
B.  Public Relations Committee (Haynes) – Detailed the preparations for the February meeting, including the 

organizations and elected officials who were contacted; discussed Chair Goldfein’s media outreach in response to 
several stories and blogs mentioning the Commission; detailed staff attendance at several events, including a civil rights 



law class at Rutgers University and a meeting of the Walnut Hill Community Association in the 18th Police District. 
Haynes noted the committee continues to work with staff to improve community outreach, notification and meeting 
planning.   (Secretarial Note)  February 27, 2012, meeting very well attended.  

C.  Investigatory Review Committee – Notes prepared by Commissioner Crumlish attached.  The I.R.C. 
report as given by the Executive Director.

Chair Goldfein noted that cases which are open more than a year will require more explanation regarding the 
investigative steps taken to bring them to conclusion. Executive Director Johnson reported that of the 50 oldest cases 
presented to IRC, 35 are being closed pending the receipt of final reports from IAD. 12 cases had no active complaint 
against police investigation at Internal Affairs, and eight of the 12 have been resolved after meeting with IAD. 
Commissioner Crumlish asked if steps had been taken to avoid problems with cases not being opened at IAD. Executive 
Director Johnson replied that staff is working closely with Internal Affairs to stay on top of complaints sent from the 
Commission. 

D.  Personnel Committee - Report waived.
E.  Mediation Committee – Report waived
D. Annual Report Committee – Commissioners Volz & Haynes are working on a final draft of the 2011 

report, which should be complete by April 1st.

Old Business – None
New Business – Chair Goldfein noted that, in order to properly address the backlog of complaints, Commissioners are 
taking a close look at what would be the most efficient use of staff time. One question concerns the Commissions ability 
to handle investigations of police shootings of civilians, which are often 1) lengthy and dependent upon multiple 
agencies (Police, District Attorney), and 2) less likely to produce an outcome that can be influenced by the Commission. 
Commissioner Crumlish discussed several factors which create intractable delays, including potential criminal inquiries 
by the District Attorney; the appeal process under the collective bargaining agreement; lack of witness cooperation; 
limitations on case investigations Back to IRC, and come back with a proposal. Commissioner Cavanaugh discussed the 
path fatal shooting cases take through the District Attorney’s office and ways for the Commission to press for more 
timely resolutions, adding that keeping the cases open while homicide investigations proceed may be burdensome, but 
necessary. Commissioner Haynes suggested that it may be necessary to develop a support system for those who bring 
the Commission complaints regarding fatal shootings, but it must fit in with the context of the Commission’s powers and 
duties. Commissioner Volz requested a summary of homicides cases investigated and closed by the PAC staff, as a 
barometer of what might be possible, given the problems with closing these cases. Commissioner Castillo-Perez asked 
how the PAC can move cases forward when an officer is not available to testify. Executive Director Johnson suggested 
that the Commission should not abandon cases where relatives of those shot by police are seeking answers. Investigator 
Joseph Chaffin discussed some of the questions posed by family members.
New Business Bilingual Investigator – In response to questions from the Commissioners, Executive Director Johnson 
noted that funds allocated to hire a bilingual investigator are on hold until the city identifies three certified vendors to bid 
for the job. Chair Goldfein asked if the terms of the contract are public, or are under a Request for Proposal that can be 
detailed on the Commission website.

7:23 - Meeting adjourned

PUBLIC SESSION

In attendance: Councilman Kenyatta Johnson, 17th District Captain Anthony Washington, and Lt. Jamill Taylor from the 
17th Police District.

Several citizens posed questions about 1) the effect of police contract provisions and arbitration on disciplinary 
outcomes, 2) Rules concerning Use of Force by police. 

A citizen discussed problems with dog feces in the district. Capt. Washington noted that the problem was discussed at 
several 17th district community meetings, is being addressed by his Police Service Area Lieutenants, who will be 
handing out code violations.

Another citizen discussed problems with an Asian officer whom he claimed disrespected him in front of his home, and 
demanded to see his identification. He felt that long-term residents are being disrespected by police as the neighborhood 
becomes more gentrified. 

There were questions about psychological testing for police recruits, and the police academy application process.



Two men, including a member of Town Watch promoted working with police as a part of the larger solution.

The Public Session was closed at 8:28PM

Report of the Executive Director

The Commission has received 4 complaint filings thus far in month of February.
129 total complaints (active)

The IRC has recommended that the 50 older cases be identified and we have moved to close 35 
cases with 12 remaining on the No caps list, 5 ongoing complaints. After meeting with IAD we 
will determine how to resolve the remaining 12. We are compiling the list of current cases for 
request for continuance of investigation. Of 33 open investigation from 2011. We are requesting 
that 27 remain open. The numbers of the complaints have been provided.  

Our Current Docket sheets are posted on the Wiggio site  

Two Outstanding opinions in the matter of K. Banks, and Anthony Abrams.

We have determined a date to take testimony of Officer Burke in the matter of Anthony 
Abrams, Thursday, March 15, 2012@ CJC, rm.305.   

Our next Commission meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 19, 2012 at the Athletic Center, 
26th & Master Streets..  

The follow-up meeting of organizers of a Public hearing into immigration issues has been 
scheduled for February, 27, 2012; we will establish a date for this hearing in the spring.   

Thursday, January 19, 2012, we met with the father of Albert Pernell, who was shot and killed 
by Police on May 9, 2011 in the 2000 block of Birch Street. We have a formal complaint in this 
matter filed by the owner of the residence where the younger Mr. Pernell was shot.  (Report on 
total number and impact of Officer involved shootings)

We have met with members of the PPD shooting team and reviewed the video in the shooting 
death of Adolphus Pinkney on Thursday, January 26, 2012. This will assist in the reaching a 
conclusion in this matter. 

Last meeting, Staff members outlined new internal initiatives going into 2012.

Investigation:

New Video Recording of complaint interviews

Request assistance from the MDO for grant writing.

Develop with IAD a separate process for Officer involved fatal shootings.

Permanent Agency Status

New     replacements     on     the     Commission  

Expiring terms: Kung, Garcia, Goldfein, Castillio-Perez, Crumlish, Branson, 

Resignations: Meade, Salgado, Spraggins Phillips, Abdullalem

2011 Request that 27 of the 33 active cases remain open.



                                 Officer     involved     Shootings       6  

112577, K. Walsh- Police shooting of mentally disturbed man 
112613, I. Delgado Complainant alleges that Police did not provide proper attention to her son 
after he was shot by assailants.
112637 L. Murray-Man in engaged in shoot out with police ran into the home of neighbor to 
Avoid capture by PD. Shot and killed inside of the home.
112658-60, K. Morphiah-Pinkney (2) - Son shot by Police after dispute with person inside of a 
bar.
112632 W. Radcliff – Son shot and killed by police inside of the home of a friend after allegedly 
killing an insurance salesman with a knife.

                                       Officer     beatings     15     

112578-L Berrios –police beat complaint after dispute with domestic partner
112584-C. Chambers- police beating during a drug arrest, Compl handcuffed
112585-J. Brooks- Beaten By Pd during arrest
112592- M. Tate-Beaten by Police (traffic stop)
112594- S. Vasquez-Beaten by Police after verbal altercation
112600-J. Pagan- Police enter residence and beat man during arrest
112609-D. McNeil-Police beat and arrest a pregnant woman.
112631-D. Eure-allege son beaten by Police during arrest.
112656-Z. Speights- Compl son beaten by Police in an alley.
112632-Z. Sheppard- Beaten by Police during the arrest of her daughter
112628-T. Willis- pushed to ground by Police when refused to leave area
112650-S.Warren- allegedly handcuffed and punched by police.
112661 M. Unena-Verb. Alt. with neighbor, when police arrive enter home and arrest compl.
112663-M. Mercado-Police enter their home and assault and arrest both parties.
112648 - A. Winston- alleges Police assaulted her at scene of arrest of her son.

                                Other     incidents     with     Police     6  

112582-D. Lofton-alleges that her Police officer husband has been robbing arrestees.
112614-D. McKinney-Police search residence steal compl money.
112630-A. Ford-Police pull gun on compl. during traffic stop.
112638- E. Pullins- Compl. alleges that P/O coerced his Sister into fabricating charge against 
her.
112610 -J. Thomas- Police illegally search a premise
112641 - D Wearing, Neighbor P/O threatened to shoot him during altercation. 



ARTICLE     11:      COMPLAINT     PROCEDURES     

A.  Any citizen who believes that he or she has been the victim of misconduct by an 
officer of the Philadelphia Police Department may file a complaint with the 
Commission, on a form devised by the Commission. Commission complaint forms shall 
be available and may be submitted at the following locations: 

1.  The offices of the Police Advisory Commission; 
2.  The offices of the Mayor's Action Center; 
3.  The district offices and the City Hall offices of each of the members of the 

Philadelphia City Council;
4.  All district stations of the Philadelphia Police Department; 
5.  Such other places as the Commission may from time to time determine. 
6.  The web/internet pages for the Commission

B.  The Commission will not act upon any complaint filed which pertains to an 
incident which allegedly occurred before July 1, 1994. Subsequent to December 18, 
1994, the Commission will not act upon any complaint pertaining to an incident which 
allegedly occurred more than 180 days before the complaint was filed was filed with 
the Commission.

C.  Commission staff shall provide a preliminary response to each within seven (7) 
days of receipt.  The preliminary response shall indicate one of the following:

The Commission shall study the allegations made in the complaint;
The Commission shall not study the allegations made in the complaint; 
The Commission shall request additional information as necessary

D. The Commission shall complete all investigations, hearing and publish its final 
disposition of a matter.  The Investigatory Review Committee will publish a status 
report within ninety [90] days of the filing and acceptance by the Commission of a 
complaint.  The Investigatory Review Committee shall publish a schedule of deadlines 
as Addendum D.  If a complaint is not disposed of within one (1) year of its filing and 
acceptance by the Commission, it will be deemed to have been closed by the 
Commission without comment.  If a complaint investigation cannot be completed 
within the one (1) year time frame, the Commissioners have the authority to grant 
reasonable additional time upon application of the Executive Director after approval by 
the Investigative Review Committee.





REPORT OF IRC MEETING OF FEBRUARY 16,2012 6:20 P.M. 
990 Spring Garden St, 7th Floor, Suite 705 Philadelphia, PA 19123 

PA Commissioners Present: Cavanaugh, Robert, Presiding Commissioner Volz, Charles 

Garcia, Joe (unsuccessfully attempted to connect by telephone) James, Ed (by 

telephone) Ronda Goldfein, (Chair, by telephone) Crumlish, Jim, Acting Secretary 

Staff Present: 

Johnson, Bill 

Chaffin, Joe 

Monthly Docket: None Presented 

Survey of 10 Newest Cases None 

Presented 

IRC Meeting Called to Order: 

Discussion of 50 Oldest Cases pending in PAC. 

The Executive Director circulated by email to the IRC Committee and Executive Committee a spread sheet 

ofthe 50 oldest cases that was to be provided as previously directed by the IRC and Executive Committee. 

In follow up to a preliminary review of the list prior to the meeting, the Chair had requested ofthe Executive 

Director provide to the IRC and the Executive Committee more specific information on a case by case basis 

of the nature ofthe cases as well as information as to what is required to move the case to some prompt 

resolution. A majority of the IRC felt that this still was not accomplished. 

As a preliminary matter, Commissioner Crumlish noted that under the Commission's Internal Operating 

Procedures Article 11 , that if a case investigation had aged beyond one year it was the responsibility of the 

1 

Executive Director to apply to the IRC and Commission for approval for continuing the case on an active 

basis and the provide reasons therefore. Under the lOPs, the oldest unresolved cases i.e. over a year are 

"deemed" by operation of Rule closed, without comment. The Executive Director indicated that he was 

unaware of PAC lOP Article 11 and agreed that no application or explanation given to the IRC to continue 

any of the 50 oldest cases or any other case older than a year. 

The was a discussion of why these 50 oldest PAC cases were unresolved and the Executive Director 

indicated that in the cases noted on the spreadsheet as "Received" that all information and investigative 

work had been completed by the PAC, however, because of legal issues, Internal Affairs (IA) delays, PBI 

appeals and the District Attorney's office, it could not be determined when, if any, progress could ever be 

made by the PAC in resolving these aging cases. A second group of cases he indicated were described as 

"NO CAP" that Internal Affairs had either lost the PAC files, were never opened by IA or they were lost or 

forgotten in e-mail traffic between IA and the PAC. 

After a thorough discussion, it was determined that the 29 cases marked "Received" were, by 

recommendation of the Staff, to be closed, that the ED was going to meet with his brother at IA and the 12 

"No CAP" cases were going to be accessed for possible closure as above and the two "Closed Cases" were 

so designated. The remaining cases ofthat were to be immediately accessed for resolution by email vote 

prior to the next full commission meeting, (keeping in mind lOP Article 11). The majority of the IRC felt 

that allowing the languishing of complaints going back as late as 2007 was unfair to the Complaints and the 

subject officers and that this intractable backlog of irresolvable cases was keeping the PAC from allocating 

its limited resources effectively to meet its mission and the needs of the community on a prompt basis. 

Presiding Commissioner Cavanaugh expressed his concern that the enforcement of the "deemer" clause in 

lOP Article 10 was dramatic and he felt some more time was needed and some possible revisions to the 

lOPs regarding relief from automatic closure should be considered. Commissioner Volz volunteered to 

work with Commissioner Cavanaugh on any suggestions he may have for the lOP committee evaluate on 

revising that provision. Additionally there was a suggested revision of the lOPs by the Majority regarding 

the appointment of all Commissioners to serve on future Panel Hearings as opposed to the Panel 1,2,3,4 

system. 

The Committee also discussed the treatment ofthe remaining 59 aging cases the Executive Director indicated 

were also over a year and categorized 
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as above it was agreed that as above those cases that were carried as "Received", "NO CAP" and "Closed" 

would be recommended by staff for immediate closure, and circulated by email to the IRC for approval 

ofthat action. It was agreed that the Presiding Officer of the IRC and the Chair would confer and provide 

staff with a firm deadline of completing the above actions. 

It was also directed by the IRC that the Executive Director promptly provide the IRC with the 90 day 

reports regarding new PAC cases that are required under PAC lOP Article II(D.) 

There was a follow up discussion of the DeCoatsworth matter and the public repose to the Commissioner's 

statements and the circulated PAC recommendation. There was a further discussion ofthe up coming Panel 

hearings and the Chair appointment of additional Commissioners for service as Presiding Officers in Panel 

Hearings. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 

Appendix A is a summary of the matters resolved by the IRC as above. 
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Received 

1. Z. Lin 82106 
2. D. Robinson 82109 

3. W. Webb 82143 
4. A. Carr 82143 

5. T. Jenkins 82454 
6. L. James 82150 
7. C. Boykin 82149 
8. S. Boykin 82158 
9. M.Amos 82170 
10. H. Jaa 82173 

11. A. Forchion 82174 
12. G. Wilson 82188 
13. A. Brown 82192 

14. D. Jackson 82202 
15. D. Thompson 82206 
16. W. Singleton 82210 

17. T. Harley 82218 
18. G. Harrison 82221 
19. C. Butler 92250 
20. K. Bey 98265 

21. L. Dopkin 92273 
22. L. Brown 92316 
23. D. Waters 92318 

24. A. Williams 92335 
25. R. Wimes 92374 
26. J. Morris 92391 

Closed 

R. Jones 82112 
D. Golden 92272 

No Cap 

L. King 81968 
D. Campbell 82042 
D. RasoniPavoni 82077 
J. Jenkins 82084 
K. Moore 82132 
J. Issac 82159 
B. Clark 82181 
D. Murray 82193 
C. Acevero 82219 
C. Latimore 92299 
N. Guercio 92333 
T. Sharp 92370 


