
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION 
MINUTES
Monday, January 23, 2012
18th Police District
Sayre-Morris Recreation Center
5835 Spruce St, Philadelphia, PA 19139

Present: Castillo-Perez, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Garcia, Goldfein, 
Haynes, Islam, Kung, Volz 
Staff: Anderson, Chaffin
Counsel: Hayes
Absent (Excused): Branson, Bronson, Cavanaugh
Absent (Unexcused): Burley

Vice-Chair Kung called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM

PUBLIC SESSION 

1. Agenda Item #6 Nizah Morris Case – Commissioner Volz discussed plans to empanel a 
group of Commissioners (Crumlish, Goldfein, Volz) to consider additional information 
gathered in the case, including records from the District Attorney’s case file. Counsel Hayes 
discussed recent conversations with the DA, regarding a series of questions from the 
Commission: 1) District Attorney’s office claims it doesn’t have any recordings or 
transcripts of 911 conversations, save for a copy of a 911 transcript obtained in the course of 
litigation with PGN reporter Tim Cwiek. 2) The DA reconfirmed that the PAC has reviewed 
their entire file, except for confidential legal memorandum amongst District Attorney 
Personnel. 3) The District Attorney’s representative addressed the question regarding what 
appeared to conflicting statements of DA personnel in court documents, which suggested the 
office did have copies of the 911 tapes. Again, they pointed to an exhibit attached to the 
Cwiek file which included two transcripts saved as PDF files on DA computers, documents 
which were provided by Cwiek during the course of the litigation and did not originate from 
their office. The DA’s representative assumes that PAC has these files, but offered to provide 
copies. There was additional discussion regarding the transcripts, and Commissioner 
Crumlish expressed the need for simple language, and candid, straightforward answers in the 
representations from the DA’s office. Commissioner Goldfein asked that counsel obtain 
copies of the PDFs mentioned by the DA.  Commissioner Volz asked that the DA’s 
representative provide a response within two weeks. Tim Cwiek of the Philadelphia Gay 
News discussed developments in his civil case, and asked that the Commission consider a 
motion to compel. He also noted that the Commission is entitled to the entire 911 
tape/transcript, which he believes is being held by the DA. Jacki Adams, a representative of 
the LGBT Police Liaison Committee asked for clarification regarding items that Tim has 
gathered that the Commission may not have in its file, and urged both parties to reconcile the 
differences, if any. Philip Cochetti – thanked the Commission for its 6th District meeting in 
November 2010, and encouraged members to continue seeking all records in connection with 
the Morris investigation. Mr. Cochetti noted that the loss of the Morris homicide file was 
affects his confidence in police.  

  
 



BUSINESS MEETING

1. Review of Minutes of December 2011 – The minutes were unanimously approved by voice 
vote. 

2. Sunshine Act certifications - Deputy Director Anderson certified that the Commission’s 
from November 2011 were published on the Commission website, on Dec 2nd, 2011.

3. Secretary’s Report – 
Discussed nominations for new executive officers. The uncontested slate includes: Ronda 
Goldfein, Chair; Mu’min Islam, Vice-Chair; Bishop Audrey Bronson, Vice-Chair; Charles 
Volz, Secretary; Jim Crumlish, Parliamentarian. A motion to close the nominations passed 
by unanimous voice vote. 
Secretary Volz discussed his conversation with the Mayor’s office regarding upcoming 
vacancies on the Commission. Volz noted that his impression was that the original two and 
four-year terms were merely made to stagger the appointments. The Mayor’s office may 
contact Commissioner voicing their desire to leave at the end of their terms and ask them to 
remain.
Meeting date for February will be Monday Feb. 27th. Commissioners voted unanimously 
to accept Commissioner Hayne’s suggestion to move the start time for meetings to 6:30 pm. 
Volz discussed his interview with the Daily News regarding the Bey opinion, and questions 
about the Commission’s persuasive authority. Outgoing Chair Islam discussed the progress 
made by the Commission since the recent appointments in 2010.

4. Report of Executive Director –  (Attached) 
Chair Goldfein asked for more information regarding the Spanish language contractors 
approved by the MDO. 
There were several questions regarding meeting attendance and what steps were taken by 
staff members to publicize the meeting. Commissioner Volz requested that the Report of the 
Executive Director include a list of name/positions of those contacted and asked to attend.
Vice-Chair Kung asked counsel to find out about the availability of Officer Burke for the 
hearing in the Abrams case.  

 
Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees:

A.  Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) – (waived)
B.  Public Relations Committee (Goldfein) – The new chair is Commissioner 
Haynes.    
C.  Investigatory Review Committee (Attached) – (Crumlish) Discussed the 

Committee efforts to provide brief summary descriptions of all cases. It was decided that the staff 
should present the oldest 50 cases, as a starting point. The criteria for disposing of these cases will 
be determined.  Commissioner Crumlish stated that it was unfair to the officers and the complainants 
that these cases remain unresolved, and the IRC is going to address these cases, find out why they’re 
not moving.   It is important to get rid of the aging backlog, which affects PAC credibility. 
Commissioner Crumlish also described the next case for panel, which concerns allegations that 
police used Live Stop to wrongfully arrest a citizen. The panel process may need to include 
additional commissioners. 

D.  Personnel Committee – Chair Kung noted that the committee met on the subject 
of the Annual performance review of the Executive Director, which will be discussed in Executive 
Session.



E.  Mediation Committee (waived)
F.  Annual Report Committee – Chair Kung noted that he has received reports from 

both the IOP and IRC committees, but there is not much to say outside of improving the internal 
procedures. We can also report on the Bey hearing and re-opened the Nizah Morris case. Kung 
suggested that the 50-page draft from 2009-2010 be reduced to a 5-page summary. 

Old Business:

Chair Goldfein noted that because the subpoena for the video in the Pickney case was not actually 
issued, the matter is concluded, but the unresolved issue is about whether we should be actively be 
investigating homicides. Commissioner Crumlish noted that, according to the IOP, only the IRC can 
issue a subpoena, by request from the Executive Director.

New Business
(Executive Session)



Report of the Executive Director

The Commission has received 1 complaint filing thus far in Month of January.

179 total complaints (active) 8 cases closed:  102452, 102437, 092239, 092420, 
082120, 082119, 082146, 082134 and 1 reviewed for Panel.

The IRC has recommended that all older cases be identified as to the seriousness and 
that they be moved to a list that will allow us to focus on the more serious current 
investigations. We have already compiled the names and this list will be ready for 
review at the next IRC meeting. 

Our Current Docket sheets are posted on the Wiggio site  

Two Outstanding opinions in the matter of K. Banks, and Anthony Abrams.

We have not yet determined a date to take testimony of Officer Burke in the matter of 
Anthony Abrams.   

Our next Commission meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 21, 2012 as that 
Monday is a holiday. Marion Anderson Recreation Center, 744 S. 17th Street (17th & 
Fitzwater Sts) If there is a desire to switch the dates please let us know..  

The follow-up meeting of organizers of a Public hearing into immigration issues has 
been scheduled for January 27, 2012.  

WE have received 400 new brochures. 

The MDO has given us the authorization to hire a contracted Spanish Speaking 
investigator. They have requested at least three possible candidates be submitted for 
use on the contract. We have identified one thus far and are seeking two more.  

Thursday, January 19, 2012, We met with the father of Albert Pernell, who was shot 
and killed by Police on May 9, 2011 in the 2000 block of Birch Street. We have a formal 
complaint in this matter filed by the owner of the residence where the younger Mr. 
Pernell was shot.  

We are scheduled to meet with members of the PPD shooting team to review the video 
in the shooting death of Adolphus Pinkney on Thursday, January 26, 2012. 

The PPD has completed it reinvestigation of the complaint of Ms. Iris Delgado, 
concerning the shooting of her son. Ms. Delgado provided us a list of witnesses and 
PPD has contacted these witnesses and have scheduled a time for Ms. Delgado to 
come in and review the file.  

We have received notice from the Pittsburgh CCRB. They are requesting that we assist 
them in litigation involving their right to certain information and where or not such 
agencies can be considered criminal justice agencies. Council can further explain. 

Staff members have outlined new internal initiatives going into 2012.

Investigation:

New Video Recording of complaint interviews

Request assistance from the MDO for grant writing.



Develop with IAD a separate process for Officer involved fatal shootings.

Lobby for Permanent Agency Status

Hearings

Identify new topics and issues for both panel and public hearings.

Institute Videotaping of Panel hearings 

New     initiatives  

Producing     Video     Education     clips     for     the     website  

Objectives:

More people must get to know us.

Improve case handling

Re-establish a National Presence

Work to become more deeply ingrained in the process:

Personnel requests:

1- Administrative assistant trainee (Jeannette replacement)

1- Information technology assistance (Assistant for Kelvyn)

2- Investigative staff members (one Spanish speaking/ Female)

1- Public relations/government liaison

Hire more interns to assist at the office. 

Identify a new office location. 

New     replacements     on     the     Commission  

Expiring terms: Kung, Garcia, Goldfein, Castillio-Perez, Crumlish, Branson, 

Resignations: Meade, Salgado, Spraggins Phillips, Abdul-Aleem

Concluded



REPORT     OF     IRC     MEETING     OF     JANUARY     11,     2012  

6:00     P.M.  

990 Spring Garden St, 7th Floor, Suite 705
Philadelphia, PA 19123

PA     Commissioners     Present  : 

Cavanaugh, Robert, Presiding
Volz, Charles
Garcia, Joe (by telephone)
James,Ed ( by telephone)
Crumlish, Jim, Acting Secretary

Staff     Present  :
Johnson, Bill
Chaffin, Joe
Michael, William

Monthly     Docket:  
None Presented

Survey     of     10     Newest     Cases  
None Presented

December     14,     2011     IRC     Meeting     

Cases to be considered were circulated December 9, 2011 for December 14, 
2011 Meeting.  

Survey     of     10     Newest     Cases  : 

None Presented.

Monthly     Docket  : 

None Presented

December IRC Meeting was canceled for lack of quorum.

 



Cases     Considered     for     Action     by     IRC     On     January     11,     2012     

• Case     1  
 Complainant: PAC # 082119 (Two Complaints related to same incident.) 
Complaint dated August 8, 2008
Complainant 1. Deron Burke. 
Complainant 2. Frank Burke

Nature     of     Complaint  : Complainants allege use of excessive force by 
Philadelphia Police relating to their arrests on August 5, 2008 during a public 
fight.  Both Mr. Deron Burke and Mr. Frank Burke pled guilty to charges relating 
to their arrests and no corroborative evidence was developed by the PAC to 
recommend any further action by the PAC.  Both complainants failed to respond 
to latest Staff contact on November 14, 2011 relating to this case.  Staff 
recommended closure of the case.

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: ADMINISTRATIVELY CLOSED

• Case     2  
Complaint PAC # 082146 Complaint dated August 26, 2008
Complainant: Javon Williams. 

Nature     of     Complaint  :  Complainant alleges during pedestrian stop, 
Philadelphia Police were physically and verbally abusive.  Complainant allegedly 
matched the identity of a suspect relating to complaints of property vandalism 
and the assault of a homeless person and was stopped for investigation. 
Complainant has declined to assist any further action by PAC.  Last contact with 
PAC was not listed.  Staff has recommended Administrative Closure. 

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: ADMINISTRATIVELY CLOSED

• Case     3  
Complaint PAC # 082034 

Complainant: Marlin Minatee. Complaint dated June 30, 2007.

Nature     of     Complaint  : During a traffic stop, Philadelphia Police allegedly 
engaged in the punitively enforcing a baseless “live stop” summons issuance, 
and vehicle confiscation of complainant which led to Complaint’s arrest.  Last 
PAC contact with Complainant was November 2008.  Staff has recommended 
Panel Hearing be Scheduled.

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: RECOMMENDATION FOR PANEL HEARING

• Case     4  



Complaint PAC #102452 (AUDIT)

Complainant: Deirdre Masden. Complaint dated 3-3-2010

Nature     of     Complaint  :  Complaint had made two separate PAC 
complaints regarding the perceived unprofessional (disrespectful) conduct 
of investigating Philadelphia Police officers relating to a domestic dispute 
and following related alleged burglary on 3-18-2010 and 3-23-10 
respectively. The allegations of Complaint were not corroborated.   Staff 
has recommended Administrative Closure. 

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: ADMINISTRATIVELY CLOSED

• Case     5  
Complaint PAC # 102437
Complainant: Juliano Jima . Complaint dated (unk)

Nature     of     Complaint  :  Complainant alleged he was physically 
abused by Philadelphia Police on January 5, 2010 during their 
investigation of burglary in progress.  Complainant was detained for 
investigation while allegedly attempting to retrieve a satellite dish from 
the roof of the building from which he had previously been evicted.  There 
was no corroborative evidence of any physical injury relating to this 
incident. Staff has recommended Administrative Closure.

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: ADMINISTRATIVELY CLOSED

• Case     6  
Complaint PAC # 092239
Complainant: Rosa Cabreroro (on behalf of Emmanuel Torres dec.)
Complaint dated (unk)

Nature     of     Complaint  :  Complainant alleges on 12-30-08 while in 
Philadelphia Police custody Mr. Torres died of a drug overdose in a Police 
holding cell.  Medical treatment of Mr. Torres was rendered by Prison Health 
Services and there was no evidence supporting Police misconduct. Staff has 
recommended Administrative Closure.

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: ADMINISTRATIVELY CLOSED

• Case     7  
Complaint: PAC # 092420
Complainant: Renae Harris. Date of Complaint (unk)

Nature     of     Complaint  :  Complainant alleges the Philadelphia Police used 
excessive force in effecting and arrest after a foot pursuit of her son.  Mr. 



Davis was a suspect in an armed robbery and failed to stop on police verbal 
command.  Independent witnesses did not corroborate the complaint of the 
use of excessive force.  Mr. Davis failed to cooperate with the PAC 
investigation. Staff has recommended Administrative Closure.

ACTION TAKEN BY IRC: ADMINISTRATIVELY CLOSED

Other Action Taken by IRC:  

It was directed by the IRC that staff will, within 30 days (February, 10, 
2012) provide the IRC and Commission with a written report of the 50 oldest 
unresolved PAC cases.  That report will include the name of the Complainant, 
the date of the Complaint, the nature of the complaint, specific information 
relating to PAC contact with the complainant since the original complaint and a 
cogent narrative detailing the status of the investigation and any specific 
reasons the complaint cannot be promptly resolved.


