
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION  

MINUTES 
Monday, July 18, 2011   

John M. Perzell Community Center  

2990 St. Vincent St., Philadelphia, PA 19149 

 

 

Present: Islam, Branson, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Castillo-Perez, Goldfein, 

Meade, Volz, Haynes,   

 

Absent (Excused): Bronson, Phillips, James, Kung, Crumlish, Salgado, Spraggins 

 

Absent Unexcused: Burley, Garcia,  

 

Counsel: Hayes 

 

Staff: Johnson, Anderson 

 

Chair Mu’min Islam called the meeting to order at 6:13 pm, and asked that members and counsel 

meet in an Executive Session to discuss personnel matters and litigation. The regular meeting 

resumed at 7pm. 

 

REGULAR SESSION  

1. Review of Minutes of June 20 2011 meeting – Minutes were unanimously approved by voice 

vote. 

  

2. Secretary’s Report – Deputy Director Anderson certified that the June Minutes were posted on 

the Commission website on July 8, 2011, and the July Meeting Agenda was posted on July 12, 

2011. Regular and Certified letters were sent to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor regarding the 

Angel Cruz matter by the Secretary. No answer was received from either office.  

 

3. Report of the Chair – Chairman Islam stressed the urgency of moving the Commission into 

permanent agency status, and noted that he will be scheduling meetings with the Mayor, Deputy 

Mayor for Public Safety, and other elected officials to continue this effort.   

 

4. Report of Executive Director - The Executive Director reported that the Commission has 

received five complaints in July to date, which brings the 2011 total to 55 complaints to date 

which is 10 less than we received to date in July 2010.  There are currently 220 active 

investigations (175 full investigations, 45 audits), and the IRC closed six cases at the July 

meeting. Officer testimony was concluded in the Matter of Anthony Abrams. Officer Burke did 

not show up and the matter is being held in abeyance for the time being. There are two 

outstanding opinions in the matter of A. Bey and K. Banks. We received an anonymous 

complaint from Juntos filed on behalf of a community member who wishes to remain 

anonymous. We went out today and spoke with a representative, and it was determined that the 

individuals would not file a complaint, but asked that a meeting be established to address when 

they believe is an ongoing problem with Police inquiring about immigration status. We might 

consider scheduling a monthly meeting in South Philadelphia to address these concerns. We 

have received a written response to the mediation letter sent to John McNesby, and posted that 



letter on the secure site. Needless to say the FOP doesn’t desire to participate in mediation. We 

met with Commissioner Ramsey and several of his command staff to discuss mediation, and 

updated him on the FOP response. The Police department has developed a program to address 

verbal abuse complaints which is tied into the Mayor’s new executive order. We have been 

asked to review their new procedure and to suggest a separate process designed for the 

community. Once the Mediation committee receives a copy of the plan from the department, it 

will begin working on its own component to fold into that of the Police department. I have 

received 250 Language Access Cards in Spanish. We have some present here tonight. Staff 

members will be attending the Community Oriented Policing training conference Aug 1 & 2 in 

Washington, DC, (Bill, Kelvyn, Will, Joe). Kelvyn and I have a draft copy of the AR and should 

have a final draft ready by the end of July.  

 

5. Banks Hearing Panel –The panel is working on a final report. 

   

6. Bey Panel – Commissioner Branson noted that the panel members are working on a draft for 

presentation to the full Commission. 

 

7. Abrams Panel – Commissioner Goldfein noted that she was unable to attend the second day of 

testimony due to an emergency. The panel is considering a course of action regarding the target 

officer’s unavailability due to extended medical leave. 

 

8. Report of Counsel – Chair Islam noted that Commissioners will review the District Attorney’s 

file in the Nizah Morris matter during the second week of August. Counsel Hayes noted that the 

DA’s office will prepare a privilege log to identify those documents which they feel are 

confidential.  

      

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees: 

  

A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) Report waived 

B. Public Relations Committee (Goldfein) - Work continues on the 

Commission brochures and review of other oversight agency websites to prepare a 

template for improvements to the PAC site. 

C. Investigatory Review Committee (Cavanaugh) Commissioner 

Cavanaugh discussed IRC actions from the July meeting. There was not a quorum at 

the July meeting and those members who were not present are being asked to review 

the cases presented for their decisions. There was additional discussion of the ID 

requirement for complaint filing in Philadelphia & Pittsburgh, particularly in the 

immigrant communities. Commissioner Volz asked where the requirements for 

photo ID and notarization of complaints are spelled out. There was additional 

discussion of the legal criteria for sworn statements, and the disincentive for filing 

complaints due to photo ID requirements. Commissioners Volz & Goldfein agreed 

to draft language addressing these concerns and provide it to counsel for review. 

D. Personnel Committee - (Kung) Report waived.  



        E.  Mediation Committee (James) Executive Director Johnson noted that the 

committee met with Commissioner Ramsey and discussed the department’s 

handling of verbal abuse complaints as spelled out in the new Executive Order. An 

officer who received a verbal abuse complaint will discuss the incident with his/her 

commanding officer and Inspector. The missing piece is community involvement, 

where the police are looking for our input. There was additional discussion of the 

Commission’s role in Verbal Abuse complaints as defined in the Executive Order. 

        F. Annual Report Committee – (Islam) Report waived.  

  

New Business – Chair Islam suggested that we convene a public hearing concerning Stop & Frisk 

and asked for input other commissioners. Counsel Hayes noted that FOP counsel has requested that 

Commissioners consider restrictions on the use of cameras at hearings. The FOP believes this is a 

safety and security issue, and is concerned that officers who testify on camera may work as 

undercover officers in the future. The item was referred to the   

 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 

- Tim Cwiek Phila Gay News – voiced concerns about the authenticity of the 911 tape in the 

Nizah Morris case, and if there are any in the DA’s file, and referred to the inaccuracies in 

the redactions of the incident report he provided at the June meeting.  

 

  Adjournment – The Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm. 


