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The answer is no.  As an employee in the City’s Revenue 

Department, Betsy works in the Executive and 

Administrative branch.  Which means, the Executive 

Order on Gifts, 03-11 (Executive Order), applies to her.  

Now that we know what rule applies to Betsy, our next 

question is, who is the source of the gift and is that 

source prohibited under the Executive Order?  A 

vendor seeking to do business with the City is 

considered a prohibited source under the Executive 

Order.  Specifically, one of the definitions of a 

prohibited source is a business that is “seeking to obtain business from, or has 

financial relations with, the City.” There are a number of exceptions in the Executive 

Order in which the acceptance of an otherwise prohibited gift would be OK.  So, 

our next question is whether one of the exceptions in the Executive Order would 

apply?  Section 3 of the Executive Order discusses the various exceptions in which 

the acceptance of a prohibited gift would be acceptable, such as, a promotional 

offer or discount provided to all City employees or a gift from a family member, 

among others.  While there are several exceptions, for this particular situation, 

none of the exceptions would apply.  Given this, Betsy must say “thanks but no 

thanks” and return the gift to Liberty Bell Enterprises.  She should let her supervisor 

know that she received the gift and send a note to the vendor with the tickets, 

informing them not to send gifts such as this in the future.  She can use one of the 

templates on the IntegrityWorks website to do that. 

Do you have a gift question that you don’t know how to answer?  Contact the Chief 

Integrity Officer by phone (215-686-2178/215-686-2120) or email for guidance.   

Betsy works in the City’s Revenue Department.  A vendor, Liberty Bell 

Enterprises, sent Betsy two tickets to the World-series bound Philadelphia 

Phillies’ 2016 home opener on April 11th vs. the San Diego Padres.  The 

vendor recently submitted a bid for a contract Betsy manages and they 

know how much Betsy loves her Phitin’ Phils.  Can Betsy accept this gift? 

http://www.phila.gov/integrityworks/PDF/EO03-11.pdf
http://www.phila.gov/integrityworks/PDF/EO03-11.pdf
http://www.phila.gov/integrityworks/PDF/declination_of_gift_letter.pdf
http://www.phila.gov/integrityworks/PDF/declination_of_gift_letter.pdf
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