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PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES - (Continved)

1. DESCRIPTION
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e boundaries of the Rittenhouse/Fitler Residential district
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at the Rittenhouse district, supported by the historical
differentiation of material, scale, style, social class and building
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coeslve and complete district. Those wunities formed the basis for
i riptian of the district, and included:
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. These communities have interminagl ed

21 1oy

scale and we

"

1. The spatial cohesion of the region around Holme s southwest
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These larger patterns of development adhered to the original
oragantzational principles of the old city in one nore arsss
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numbered streets, from 15th to Zlst, with one notable exception,
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Architectural Devel onment

=1 anment of the Rittenhow

Though o
From two souwces. the river—-boa
bive ol

riram the ea

b, 1T wWaEs

; torce which provided
2 oprincipal impetus. AT T B v T

b,
§
i

i

Py

i

v residents tendsd to






tivelr Doald
“1f1ed Ll ek
W Ty

5.0 among obie

adtdsome 1

Tie
the districh. :
s danimg obih sl des
”mr,an P widtis, e ard Two _
- mbval 1 ower  and ] across the fromt,
ferent plans, and relatively migher

a2

a
-~
i
fad
~
ke
py
-+

Tihe parailel dF(n1twci arnd devel oper ;
hat typified the R1wanhuure itler district h@vorL IP

and ta sol
Few laroe loo

20363

Centenmnial gradually shifted in the 14
i aned houses an scatterec

: v bable .,
rver b o b :
iacust . Thew ot st ed (hw triumpnbn of & new
ma. Dt sl s f e 1o wionm ke apportuwrl b
e ald rilver communi ty . I the 1 ‘. bhe mansions, =C&
from one 2ide to the obther of the district, were unive
i 1 Lagred by the ge ration of pos t“vltTUVlﬁﬂ
Lope and Stewardson have Deen omentioned
\ - g boand Mauren double houses, the MHare
Bradizary houses are important essave in tﬁe transitlan
trom brick gothic toward a freely created vle bhased on
grials. edpression of function, and the remembrance of
historical detail. Similar desiagns by Franmk Miles Day {(Yarnall
Housea, 17th and Locust; Wood House, | S. 17th Street. and a
1 uewplummmn on the 1900 bhlock of Fine Street) and important
v out-of-towners, Feabody and Stearns, for Mrs. Fell/Van
ﬂaerq among others, continue the more tradibional mods of
academic historic revivals.

v EVle S5

arohit

-

W1l smoan
arel e

Niaa

past—Worid War I gra is rvepresented by a significant aroup o
tmernt builldings that FEﬁlaced many of the {first generation
especially aro
*it+ﬁﬂﬁuuam 1 & s
Mo s
s The
W 1ler and

-

i

snhousse Soguare, Ralpht Bencker

af Haviland s
b aer s
of e

Fomanesagus Uhatean

3=
;i om

Fread

Lantxlnm Wl FErT cio Cluiy (3

o the sl

ph Harrison s

» and others signific
the heart i

charnaed (Wl Wl




R L rLle Faoe &

Fla bk s aind The

TLOET e AT

T AGNE

AT

I L e W IO o

b

bt e e 3 o he e RS
TS R Y i [

Fdver F4 :
ol der houses an Dhe back
found charom in bthe narrow str

: Lacing tre ciny,
Tamille ot the post-war
il b o windows. and tradi

Vi Ladima ;e

R YR A S SRR G W R T

ek Ta T BRIV oy
.
the opel

TNl

A ¥ b
principal low-rise landmari.

he fact that Rittenhouses remad contirnuously fashionable has

merant that 1k buildings have suffered few of the indionities of

e gl roods. | targs bracts have
recanstructed within the bhoundearies of the
areat Mave oocuwred, and becaus

within tihe ogeneral condin o oelat

emptled sand
1ot . Dheocau
& tie MUL~w~ Frasy s

taste., The

cofBsequence 1 a continucus

thie wihan fabric that can ;
archaesologically as well as architectuwrally. zidences that
- L generation builldings. existing on cricinal
limes with minimal dizturbance. are predicted to
informatian. This irnformation consists of
architectw al stvyle and function, use of and other
material culture Wvldhﬁcp that, taken together, contribute to the
study af Rit 2 g t

mast regld&m' e & prersequisite comparative
vival to a better understandimg of whban Pistory im0 Fhilad

O

orovide the

camination af a

mast residents.

Rittenhouse Bguare itself has a key role within the urban
landscape. Im the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries., the
Sauare was used as & depository for night soil and other unwanted
Fert This refuse represents a comparative ar Chm&DluqlCmL

the early citby. Additionally, while early accounts

i Hitt@mth tonse

o by

'j &S

DOuare was
-

WERTT this marmner

cnnta1n human FERAL TS S W arc%aemxoq1c:i
Carn answer this gueshian. Finally,
3 within the Rittenbouse  Fitler

@xamined throuah ohanae i the




nards o reruse ole
20 o oarn o {
soos ek Lectilon of ohanging vl
S R 6 M e e

MEREE vy

i b

eclogical investigation camn exgplore the
2l of change, by @damining now shated
actusl treatment of the Sguare.

[INTMECI

Migstorica

Qoals wers achieved in

FESCUrces of the
itdential district that
=8 The continuing

VAN L LS

svaticon of all the
Fes

el

contribute to its
residentilal characth

pmed
L




PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES — (Continved)

8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -~ CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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X te01-~1850 EDUCATION LITERATURE [ ] SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

]
]
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]
]
l
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] tes1- COMMERCE SETTLEMENT PHILOSOPHY  [] OTHER (Specify)
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COMMUNICATIONS D INVEN TION GOVERNMENT

SPECIFIC DATES Various BUILDER/ARCHITECT Various

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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Thomas U Lter, Johrn bMotmarn, Jobn MacArthur . Frank Furness,

Hewitt., T. F. Chandler, Cope and Stewardson, Wilson Evre and
Howe among others. Their principal wban institutional and

residential commissions are scattered throuah the district., providing

a racord of the architectural heritage

A chl tectuwral center

of one aof Anerica’s princioss
o Obviously too, the Dultidings have been the
nomes of the leaders of the Qualker City, fram architects (Chandler
Motman! , religious leaders Fhiilip

Brooks, William Hernry Furnesss

I
tRudaolph Serkin, Leopold Stowkowski) 2 well as the social
cial elite. Other builldings have housed Fhiladelohia s
bmportant social ., cultural, ecclesiastical and educaticonal
institutions and associations. It 18 that extracrdinary
concentration of landmarks, institutions and ural tered strestscar -

spanning the past century and a half and continuing until the
present, that makes the Rittenhouse/Fitler Fesidential District
LT GLLE .

The Rittenhouse/Fitler FResidential nelghborhood marks the survival of
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oot the Fenn Holmes plan for Philadelphia into the
A by . The original city squares have become strongly
entiated, reflecting the growth and wban structure of
Fhi l ade ta. with the Washington Square neighborhood developing as a
cammerclal zone; the Franklin sguare region principally oriented
toward industry and transportation; the Logan Square rone ultimately
containing & mix of civic and institutiornal uses, while Rittenhouse
sauar e has been residential for most of its history. Thouagh it has
2 oprimErily residential, the Rittenhouse/Fitler Residentizl
snould not be sterectyped merely anobther elits
g Instead, this community was the joint creation of
wking class and elite groups that collided and intermingled esast
ard west of th Street, creating pockets of wealth in woi ki ing
ahborioods and pockets of workingmen (o
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a1l thut property encompassed by a boundary line
starting at a point at the coutheast corner of Ludlow and 22nd Streets,
then south 152 feet along 22nd Street to a point, then west 196 feet
parallel to Ludlow Strect, then south 68 feet to the north side of Arnory
Street, then cast along Arnory Street 68 feet to a point, then south 134
feet along the ecastern property line of 2201-05 Chiestnut Street, then eas
69 fect along Chestnut Street to the corner of 22nd Street, then along the
east side of 22nd Street 325 feet to Sansom Street, then proceeding west
along the south side of Sansom Strect to the southcast corner of 23rd and
Sansom Streets, then procecding south along the east side of 23rd Street
to Locust Street, then procceding west along Locust Strect to the corner
of 24th and Locust Streets, then south 34 feet alony 24th Street to a
point, then cast 107 fect along the south property line of 231-233 S, 24th
Street and the rear property lines of 2316-2322 Locust Strect to a point,
then south 133 feet along the western property line of 2314 Locust Street
and the rcar property lines of 246-254 S. 23rd Street, then east 133 feet
along the south property line of 254 S. 23rd Street, then south along 23rd
Street to the north side of !anning Street, then west 336 feet along the
north side of Hanning Street to a point, then north 40 feet along the east
property line of 2409 ilanning Street, then vest 127 feet 6 inches along
the rear property lincs of 2409-2423 lanning Strect, then south 40 fect
along the west property line of 2423 llanning Street, then viest 26 feet
along the north side of llanning Street, then south 116 fect along the west
property line of 2421 Spruce Street to the north side of Spruce Street,
then west 95 feet along Spruce Strect to the middle of 25th Street, then
south along the middle of 25th Strecet to a point 70 feet south of the
southeast corner of Pine and 25th Streets, then cast 285 feet along the
rear property lincc of the buildings on the south side of Pine Street to
23rd Street, then south 40 feet to a point, then cast 70 feet along the
south property line of 407 S. 23rd Street then north 40 feet along the
rear property lines of 405-407 S. 23rd Street to a point, then cast 62
feet 6 inches to Croskey Strect, then south along the middle of Croskey
Street 125 feet, then east 502 fcct 6 inches along the southern property
lines of 417 Croskey Street, 412 and 409 S. 22nd Street, and 420 and 415
S. Van Pelt Street, then north 102 feet along the rear property line of
415 S. Van Pelt Street to a point, then cast 125 feet along the rear
property lines of the buildings on the south side of Pine Street to 21st
Street, then north 58 fect along the middle of 21st Street to a point,
then east 447 feet along the rear property lines of buildings on the south
side of Pine Street to a point, then north 100 feet along the eastern
property line of 2004 Pinc Street, to the center of Pinc Strect, then cast
73 feet to the center of 20th Street then south 209 feet to a point, then
53 feet cast along the southern property line of 429 S. 20th Street, then
north 123 feet along the western property line of 1935 Lombard Street to
the center of Waverly Street, then east 81 feet along the center of
Waverly Street to a point, then south 45 fect along the western property
line of 1930 Waverly Street, then cast 283 fect along the rear property
lines of the buildings on the south side of Haverly Street to the center
of 19th Street, then south 50 feet to a point, then east 892 feet along
the rear property line of propertics fronting on the south side of 1700
and 1800 blocks of Addison Strect to the center of 17th Street, then north
40 feet to a point, then east 255 feet along the center of Addison Street
to a point, then south 108 feet along the western property line of 1618
Addison Street and 1619 Lombard Street to the center of Lowbard Street,
then east 429 fecet to a point, then south 98 fect along the western
property line of 1516 Lobard Street, then east 114 feet along the rear
property lines of 1516-1506 Loubard Street, then south 46 feot along the
western property line of 1500 Lombard Strect to the center of Naudain
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Street, then east 60 feet to a point, then north 48 feet along the rear
property line of 509-513 S. 15th Street to a point, then cast 136 feet
along the rear property lines of 1438 to 1422 Louwbard Street, then north
100 feet along the eastern property line of 1422 Loubard Street to a
point, then east 115 feet along the center of Lombard Street then north
106 feet along the eastern property line of 1409 Lonbard Strcet, then west
46 feet along the rear property line of 1409-1413 Lombard Strcet, then
north 80 feet along the rear property lines of 411-427 Carlisle Street,
then west 31 fect along the northern property line of 411 Carlisle Strect,
then north 145 feet along the eastern property line of 1412 Pine Street to
the middle of Pine Strect, tlien west 261 feet to the center of 15th
Street, then north 246 fect to the center of Delancey Street, then east
107 feet to a point, then north 95 feet along the rear property lines of
315-319 5. 15th Strect, then eust 44 feet along the rear property lines of
1424-1426 Spruce Strect, then rnorth 186 feet ¢ inches along the eastern
property line of 1424 Spruce Strect to a point at the center of Spruce
Strect, then 216 feet cast to a point, then north 135 feet along the
eastern property line of 1417 Spruce Street to a point in the center of
Manning Strect, then vest 263 feet to a point, then north 80 feet along
the rear property lines of 263-255 5. 15th Street, then west 56 feet to
the cast side of 15th Strect, then north 64 feet along the western
property line of 251 S. 15th Street, then cast 57 feet along the northern
boundary of 251 S. 15th Strect, then north 106 feet to the southern edge
of Locust Street, then west 107 feet along Locust Street and then south
140 fcet down the west side of 15th Street to a point, then west 254 feet
down the center of Latiner Street to a point, then north 145 feet along
the ecastern property line of 1522 Locust Strect to the center of Locust
Street, then west 167 feet to 16th Strect, then north 135 feet up the
center of l6th Street to a point, theon vest 446 feet along the center of
St. James Street to the middle of 17th Street, then north 80 feet up the
middle of 17th Strect to a point, then west G5 feet along the center of
Chancellor Strect, then north 205 feet along the western property line of
1700 Walnut Street to a point on 'lalnut Strect, then cast 160 feet along
the center of Valnut Street to a point, then north 130 feet along the
eastern property line of 1631-1635 Valnut Street, then east 95 feet along
the center of Moravian Strect, tlicn north 120 along the eastern property
line of 123-129 S. 17th Strect, then west 173 feet aleng the northern
property line of 123-129 S. 17th Street, then south 74 fect down the
middle of 17th Strecet to a point, then west 102 feet along the northern
property line of 130 S. 17th Street, then south 46 feet along the rear
property lines of 130-132 S. 17th Street to a point in the center of
Moravian Street, then vuest 241 feet along lloravian Street to a point, then
north 179 feet along the reur property lines of 116-133 8. 18th Street,
then west 117 fect along the northern property line of 119 S. 18th Strect,
then south 18 feet down the center of 18th Street, then west S0 feet along
the northern property line of 122 S. 18th Strcet to a point, then south 56
feet to a point in the center of Sansoia Street, then west 209 feet along
the center of Sansom Street to a point, then north 39 feet along the
eastern property line of 121 S. 18th Street, then west 122 feet along the
northern property line, of 121 S. 19th Street, then north 17 feet up the
center of 19th Street to a point, then west 135 feet along the northern
property line of 118 S. 19th Strect, then south 56 along the rear property
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lines of 110-12C S. 1%th Street to a point in the middle of Sansom Street,
then west 201 feet along the middle of Sansom Street to a point, then
north 128 feet along the eastern property line of 1939 Sansom Street, then
west 110 feet along the northern property line of 1939 Sanscm Street to a
point in the center of S. 20th Street, then north 55 feet to a point, then
west 85 feet along the rear property lines of 2000-2004 Chestnut Street to
a point, then 43 feet § inches south to a point in the center of Ionic
Street, then west 20 feet along Tonic Street, then south 47 feet 6 inches
along the eastern boundary of 2008 Ionic Street, then west 33 feet 4
inches along the rear property lines of 2002-10 Tonic Street, then norkth
55 feet to a peint, then west 406 fect to the middle of 2lst Street, then
north 145 feet up the middle of 21st Street to Chestnut 3Street, then sach
222 feet along the center of Chestnut Street to a zoint, then north 204
feet alonc the ecastern nroperty line of 2027 Chestnut Stroct to Panctecod
Strect, then west 184 feet along the center of Panstead Strect o a soint,
then north 125 feet along the rear property lines of 11-19 S. 2lct Stree
to Ludlow Street, then west 123 feet along the center of Ludlow Street to
21st Street, then south %4 feet down the center of 21st Street to a roint,
then west 149 feet along the northern property line of 26 S. 21st Street,
then north 38 feet along the rear property lines of 25 S. Van Pelt Street
then west 74 feet along the northern property line of 25 S. Van Pelt
Street to the center of S. Van Pelt Street, then north 66 feet along Van
Pelt Street to Ludlow Street, then west 184 feet along the south side of
Ludlow Street to the point of beginning.
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swvnopses available on microfiche.
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ownership.
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required permits for signifiacant construction projects, often incomplete and will-
fully distorted to limit tax liabilities. Partially indexed.

Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builder's Guide: weeklv report of building ac-
tivity in Philadelphia from 1886-1940. More complete than permits and usually cites
architects, builders and owner. Numerous misspelliags.
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Inquirer began renorting bnildine nctivity on a daily basis.

City Directories: Mc Elroys, Gopsills, Pinkertons, ownership and occupancy from
late 18th century until 1920s. The equivalent of modern white pages and yellow
pages (of which few of the latter survive.)

Social Registers; Blue Book; Social Register from 1880s to present, listing of
residences of social elite of the city.

Institutional " stories: Numerous histories of churches, schools, etc., e.g.
Marcuerite Aspenwall, A Hundred Years in His House, the story of Holyv Trinity

Parish, 1857-1957. Among the most useful is Charles Cohen, Faires Classical
Institute, 1927.

Philadelphia Social History Project

Clio Index of Buildings of Philadelphia

Secondarv Sources

alotta, Robert I. Street Names of Philadelphia. Philadelphia, Temple Universicv,
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Archambaulc, 3. Margarecta,ed. A Guide Book of Art, Architecture and Historic
Interest in Pennsvlvania. Philadelpnia, 1924.
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