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5.	  BOUNDARY	  DESCRIPTION	  
	  
Beginning	  at	  a	  point	  (see	  figs.	  1	  and	  2)	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  the	  southeasterly	  side	  of	  
Green	  Lane	  and	  the	  northeasterly	  side	  of	  Manayunk	  Avenue,	  the	  property	  extends	  along	  
Green	  Lane	  for	  73	  feet	  four	  and	  ¼	  inches,	  and	  extending	  of	  that	  width	  in	  length	  or	  depth	  
southeastwardly	  between	  parallel	  lines	  at	  right	  angles	  to	  the	  said	  Green	  Lane	  148	  feet.	  	  
Entire	  perimeter	  being	  442	  feet	  8	  ½	  inches.	  
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Figure 1: Parcel : Boundary starting point
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Philadelphia DOR | ParcelExplorer | Print http://citymaps.phila.gov/ParcelExplorer/Print.aspx
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Figure  2: Parcel 130, 365 Green Lane

Map (below) and parcel information (left) courtesy of Parcel Explorer, 
Department of Records, City of Philadelphia;
citymaps.phila.gov/parcelexplorer/
(last accessed February 9, 2014)
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6.	  DESCRIPTION	  
	  
Architectural	  Style	  &	  Details	  of	  the	  Exterior	  
 
The	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  House,	  located	  at	  365	  Green	  Lane	  in	  the	  Roxborough	  section	  
of	  Philadelphia,	  is	  at	  the	  intersection	  of	  Green	  Lane	  and	  Manayunk	  Avenue	  (see	  figs.	  3	  
and	  4).1 It	  sits	  high	  above	  the	  intersection,	  surrounded	  on	  two	  sides	  by	  strong	  and	  still-‐	  
intact	  stone	  retaining	  walls.	  The	  house	  is	  Second	  Empire	  style	  and,	  sitting	  atop	  the	  land	  
that	  is	  contained	  by	  the	  retaining	  walls,	  has	  a	  commanding	  view	  of	  the	  intersecting	  
streets	  below.	  The	  house	  is	  asymmetrical,	  with	  three	  stories	  in	  the	  front,	  a	  narrower	  
two-‐story	  ell	  in	  the	  midsection	  of	  the	  house,	  and	  a	  one-‐story	  addition	  in	  the	  rear.	  The	  
front	  section	  has	  a	  concave	  flat-‐topped	  mansard	  roof.	  Original	  hexagonal-‐shaped	  slate	  
shingles	  adorn	  the	  mansard.	  Small	  decorative	  brackets	  support	  the	  eaves	  under	  the	  
mansard.	  The	  two-‐story	  midsection	  of	  the	  house	  is	  pitch-‐roofed.	  The	  exterior	  walls	  are	  a	  
stucco	  material	  incised	  in	  an	  ashlar	  style	  to	  produce	  the	  appearance	  of	  dressed	  
limestone	  (see	  figs.	  5	  and	  6).2	  Windows	  are	  all	  single,	  one-‐over-‐one,	  double-‐hung	  
(unless	  otherwise	  noted).	  The	  first	  story	  windows	  have	  original	  storm	  windows,	  except	  
in	  the	  rear	  section	  of	  the	  house.	  The	  property	  comprises	  10,855.8	  square	  feet,	  the	  	  
house	  itself	  is	  3305	  square	  feet.3	  The	  house	  was	  likely	  built	  using	  plans	  from	  an	  
architectural	  pattern	  book.	  	  
	  
North	  Façade	  
The	  main	  façade	  faces	  Green	  Lane.	  A	  stone	  retaining	  wall	  running	  73	  feet	  in	  length	  
separates	  the	  property	  from	  the	  sidewalk.	  The	  mortared	  wall	  has	  irregular	  courses	  of	  
uncut	  stone.	  It	  is	  capped	  with	  flat	  slate	  slabs	  and	  has	  an	  opening	  set	  left	  of	  center	  for	  
stone	  steps,	  with	  the	  first	  deep	  step	  made	  of	  a	  aggregate	  concrete,	  then	  four	  additional	  
stone	  steps	  that	  lead	  to	  a	  aggregate	  concrete	  walkway.	  The	  full-‐width,	  one-‐story	  front	  
porch	  has	  three	  simple	  columns	  with	  smooth	  shafts,	  plus	  two	  square	  half-‐depth	  
columns	  affixed	  to	  the	  façade.	  The	  very	  low-‐pitched	  porch	  roof	  has	  a	  simple	  cornice.	  The	  
façade	  is	  single	  plane,	  with	  three	  bays.	  The	  current	  main	  entrance	  has	  double	  doors	  with	  
lower	  panels	  and	  regular	  glass	  in	  the	  upper	  parts,	  double	  storm	  doors	  with	  glass	  panes	  
and	  a	  simple	  glass	  transom.	  To	  the	  right	  of	  the	  entrance	  are	  two	  windows.	  The	  second	  
story	  has	  three	  windows	  with	  arched	  detailing	  in	  the	  architrave	  above	  the	  window.	  The	  
third	  story	  has	  two	  two-‐over-‐two,	  double-‐hung	  dormer	  windows	  with	  flattened-‐peaked	  
window	  head	  in	  the	  wood	  framing.	  The	  window	  sashes	  are	  not	  original.	  
	  
                                                
1 Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  was	  the	  first	  owner/occupant,	  purchasing	  the	  house	  and	  property	  for	  $6,550	  from	  

William	  Rayner,	  a	  developer,	  in	  1876.	  
2 City	  of	  Westminster	  Unitary	  Development	  Plan,	  A	  Guide	  to	  Care	  and	  Maintenance	  –	  STUCCO,	  pg.	  12. 
3 Office	  of	  Property	  Assessment,	  City	  of	  Philadelphia,	  opa.phila.gov/	  (last	  accessed	  July	  8,	  2014). 
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West	  Façade	  
The	  retaining	  wall	  turns	  the	  corner	  from	  Green	  Lane	  and	  runs	  along	  the	  side	  of	  the	  
property	  for	  a	  length	  of	  148	  feet.	  The	  masonry	  style	  changes	  to	  regular-‐course	  rough-‐
cut	  stone.	  Midway	  along	  the	  length	  of	  the	  wall,	  four	  stone	  steps	  lead	  to	  an	  opening	  in	  
the	  wall	  that	  is	  topped	  with	  a	  aggregate	  concrete	  landing,	  followed	  by	  seven	  more	  stone	  
steps	  leading	  to	  a	  aggregate	  concrete	  sidewalk.	  The	  West	  façade	  has	  three	  planes.	  A	  
yellow-‐brick	  fireplace	  chimney	  that	  is	  not	  original	  to	  the	  house	  dominates	  the	  three-‐
story	  section.	  There	  may	  have	  been	  an	  oriel	  or	  bay	  window	  on	  the	  first	  story,	  evident	  in	  
an	  1875	  map,	  but	  it	  no	  longer	  exists	  (see	  fig.	  7).4	  The	  second	  story	  has	  two	  bays,	  with	  a	  
window	  on	  either	  side	  of	  the	  chimney.	  The	  chimney	  obscures	  a	  dormer	  on	  the	  mansard,	  
though	  its	  sides	  remain.	  An	  inset	  porch	  runs	  the	  length	  of	  the	  ell,	  and	  has	  a	  low-‐pitched	  
roof	  with	  a	  simple	  wood	  cornice,	  a	  tongue-‐and-‐groove	  wood	  floor,	  a	  wooden	  railing	  
with	  square	  spindles	  and	  three	  columns	  matching	  those	  on	  the	  front	  porch.	  The	  ell	  has	  
four	  bays,	  with	  three	  windows	  and	  one	  door	  on	  the	  first	  story	  and	  four	  windows	  on	  the	  
second.	  The	  west	  façade	  of	  the	  one-‐story	  rear	  section	  of	  the	  house	  is	  on	  the	  same	  plane	  
as	  the	  west	  façade	  of	  the	  front	  of	  the	  house.	  It	  has	  a	  set	  of	  one-‐over-‐one	  double-‐hung	  
double	  windows.	  
	  
	  South	  Façade	  
This	  façade	  has	  three	  planes,	  one	  for	  each	  story.	  The	  first	  story	  has	  three	  separate	  roof	  
heights	  on	  an	  addition(s)	  built	  between	  1910	  and	  1923	  (see	  figs.	  8	  and	  9).5	  6	  The	  
addition	  has	  three	  exterior	  doors	  and	  two	  windows	  on	  the	  south	  facade.	  The	  roofs	  have	  
simple	  wood	  cornice	  surrounds.	  The	  second	  plane	  is	  the	  rear	  of	  the	  pitch-‐roofed	  ell.	  An	  
oriel	  window	  is	  offset	  towards	  the	  east	  end	  of	  this	  facade.	  The	  oriel	  is	  rectangular	  with	  
narrow	  double-‐hung	  windows	  on	  each	  end,	  and	  two	  on	  the	  south	  façade.	  The	  third	  
plane	  is	  the	  rear	  of	  the	  third	  story	  and	  consists	  simply	  of	  the	  mansard	  with	  a	  dormer	  and	  
remains	  of	  a	  brick	  chimney	  capped	  off	  below	  the	  roofline.	  
	  
East	  Façade	  
This	  façade	  is	  very	  close	  to	  the	  neighboring	  property	  and	  is	  both	  unremarkable	  and	  
difficult	  to	  see.	  The	  facade	  has	  two	  planes.	  	  On	  the	  south	  end	  of	  the	  facade	  a	  first	  story	  
addition	  has	  two	  single	  windows.	  The	  addition	  was	  clad	  with	  German	  weatherboard	  
later	  covered	  with	  stucco.	  7	  The	  rest	  of	  the	  east	  façade	  is	  solid	  wall	  but	  for	  four	  regularly	  
spaced	  windows,	  two	  on	  the	  first	  story	  and	  two	  on	  the	  second	  of	  the	  two-‐story	  ell	  
section.	  The	  three-‐story	  section	  has	  no	  windows.	  	  

                                                
4 G.	  M.	  Hopkins:	  City	  Atlas	  of	  Philadelphia,	  Vol.	  2,	  Wards	  21	  and	  28,	  1875,	  Plate	  “B 
5 G.W.	  Bromley	  Map,	  Atlas	  of	  the	  City	  of	  Philadelphia	  Complete	  in	  One	  Volume,	  1910,	  plate	  33.	  
6 Sanborn	  Fire	  Insurance	  Map,	  Vol.	  20,	  1923 
7 Personal	  inspection	  of	  a	  section	  of	  the	  facade	  on	  August	  14,	  2013. 
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Description	  of	  the	  Interior8 
	  
The	  First	  Floor	  	  
The	  main	  entrance	  leads	  to	  a	  small	  foyer	  with	  the	  main	  staircase	  directly	  ahead.	  Its	  
newel	  post	  and	  railing	  are	  flush	  with	  the	  wall.	  Just	  to	  the	  right	  is	  a	  single-‐hung	  door	  that	  
opens	  into	  the	  main	  parlor.	  Two	  deep	  windows	  are	  on	  the	  north	  side	  of	  the	  room.	  On	  
the	  west	  wall	  is	  a	  fireplace	  which,	  based	  on	  the	  style	  and	  alterations	  to	  the	  exterior	  of	  
the	  house,	  was	  added	  during	  a	  renovation.	  At	  the	  southeast	  corner	  of	  the	  parlor,	  a	  
single-‐hung	  door	  opens	  into	  a	  sitting	  room.	  	  This	  cozy	  room	  contains	  a	  small	  fireplace,	  
also	  added	  during	  a	  renovation,	  in	  the	  southeast	  corner.	  The	  entrance	  from	  the	  side	  
porch	  is	  on	  the	  west	  wall.	  A	  short	  passageway	  at	  the	  southwest	  corner	  leads	  to	  a	  back	  
stairway	  to	  the	  second	  floor,	  and	  then	  to	  a	  dining	  room.	  This	  room	  has	  two	  west-‐facing	  
windows	  and	  two	  opposing	  east-‐facing	  windows.	  At	  the	  southeast	  corner	  of	  the	  dining	  
room,	  a	  single-‐hung	  door	  opens	  to	  the	  one	  story	  addition.	  This	  contains	  a	  room	  that	  
may	  have	  once	  been	  a	  kitchen,	  later	  converted	  to	  another	  use.	  To	  the	  east,	  a	  doorway	  
opens	  into	  a	  very	  small	  kitchen.	  	  On	  the	  west,	  a	  single-‐hung	  door	  leads	  to	  what	  may	  
have	  been	  a	  larder	  that	  was	  converted	  to	  a	  bathroom	  in	  the	  mid-‐1900’s.	  
	  
The	  Second	  Floor	  	  
At	  the	  top	  of	  the	  main	  stairway,	  a	  long,	  narrow	  hallway	  runs	  from	  the	  front	  of	  the	  house	  
to,	  with	  one	  step	  down,	  the	  rear.	  Turning	  west	  from	  the	  top	  stair	  the	  hallway	  accesses	  
the	  master	  bedroom	  with	  two	  windows	  on	  the	  north	  side	  of	  the	  house	  and	  two	  more	  on	  
the	  west.	  From	  this	  room,	  a	  single-‐hung	  door	  and	  a	  step	  down	  leads	  into	  a	  smaller	  
bedroom,	  which	  also	  has	  two	  west-‐facing	  windows	  and	  its	  own	  doorway	  to	  the	  long	  
hallway.	  Continuing	  down	  the	  hall,	  one	  passes	  the	  backstairs	  and	  a	  third	  bedroom	  with	  
two	  west	  facing	  windows.	  The	  hall	  has	  two	  east	  facing	  windows	  and	  ends	  on	  the	  south	  
at	  a	  bathroom	  of	  early	  1900’s	  style	  with	  an	  oriel	  window.	  The	  bathroom	  was	  listed	  on	  an	  
estate	  inventory	  in	  1909.9	  
	  
The	  Third	  Floor	  	  
At	  the	  front	  of	  the	  house,	  a	  staircase	  leads	  to	  the	  third	  floor,	  taking	  two	  turns	  and	  
passing	  the	  south	  dormer	  window.	  The	  third	  floor	  contains	  two	  small	  rooms:	  a	  bedroom	  
and	  another	  room	  renovated	  into	  a	  bathroom,	  possibly	  during	  the	  house	  renovations	  
that	  were	  done	  in	  the	  1920’s.	  	  

                                                
8 By	  personal	  invitation	  of	  the	  Berghaus	  family	  on	  August	  14,	  2013 
9 Estate	  Inventory	  of	  Sarah	  A.	  Kenworthy	  W2552-‐1909	  
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The	  Cellar	  	  
This	  is	  entered	  by	  stairs	  from	  the	  northeast	  corner	  of	  the	  dining	  room	  in	  the	  rear	  
extension	  of	  the	  house.	  The	  cellar	  is	  directly	  under	  the	  main	  house	  and	  the	  ell.	  Its	  floor	  
was	  originally	  soil,	  later	  covered	  with	  concrete,	  and	  the	  walls	  are	  constructed	  of	  course	  
fieldstone.	  There	  are	  no	  windows	  and	  no	  exterior	  door	  leads	  to	  the	  outside.	  Evidence	  of	  
how	  little	  has	  changed	  in	  the	  house,	  two	  coal	  bins	  remain,	  and	  what	  may	  be	  the	  original	  
doors	  to	  the	  front	  entrance	  lean	  against	  a	  wall.	  
 
The	  Outbuilding	  
There	  is	  an	  outbuilding	  at	  the	  rear	  end	  of	  the	  property,	  the	  purpose	  of	  which	  is	  
uncertain.	  It	  is	  constructed	  entirely	  of	  handmade	  red	  bricks	  with	  a	  sienna-‐colored	  tint	  
added	  to	  the	  mortar.	  The	  roof	  is	  of	  a	  greenish-‐tint	  slate	  having	  a	  hexagonal	  and	  fish	  
scale	  varied	  pattern	  commonly	  employed	  on	  roofs	  of	  the	  period.	  Surviving	  fire	  insurance	  
maps	  all	  depict	  this	  building	  existed	  as	  early	  as	  1875	  (fig.	  7).	  
	  
The	  Builder	  
The	  house	  was	  built	  by	  William	  F.	  Rayner,	  an	  English-‐born	  stonemason	  by	  trade,	  whose	  
name	  appears	  on	  multiple	  properties	  in	  the	  Roxborough	  area	  during	  the	  early	  1870s.	  It	  
is	  possible	  that	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  commissioned	  Rayner	  to	  build	  the	  house	  for	  him.	  
Quite	  often	  contractors	  would	  select	  a	  house’s	  design	  from	  extremely	  detailed	  “pattern	  
books”	  of	  the	  period	  that	  provided	  all	  elevations,	  floor-‐plans,	  and	  the	  various	  steps	  used	  
in	  house’s	  construction.	  	  
 
 
Researched	  and	  written	  by	  John	  Charles	  Manton,	  M.L.S.,	  and	  Celeste	  Hardester	  
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Figure 3: Northwest elevation from Green Lane/Manayunk Avenue intersection.  (Photo by Celeste Hardester, 2013)

Figure 4: Northeast elevation from Green Lane. (Photo by Celeste Hardester, 2013)



10

Figure 5: Front entrance, north facade, 
showing ashlar-type stuccowork .  
(Photo by Celeste Hardester, 2013)

Figure 6: Diagram of ashlar type of stuccowork. (City of Westminster Unitary 
Development - A Guide to Care and Maintenance - STUCCO, p. 12)9. Painting of Stucco 

Stucco buildings need regular repainting to preserve their appearance and weather resistance.  Buildings 
that form part of a unified group should always be painted in the established colour.  The generally 
recommended colours for external stucco (under British Standards No. BS 4800) are BS10B15, BSO8B17 
and BSO8B15, the choice depending on the predominant shade of a particular group or terrace.
Landowners of extensive estates in Westminster exercise satisfactorily control over stucco painting of their 
buildings.  For example, stucco buildings owned by the Georgian Estate within Belgravia are consistently 
painted in 'Magnolia'. 

Generally 'Brilliant White' should be avoided, except where this is the established colour for the terrace.
The paint finish should be gloss or eggshell, never a textured paint, and excessively glossy finishes should 
be avoided.  Moulded stucco details should not be highlighted in different colours, as this can upset the 
balance or continuity of the group.  Fairface brickwork should never be painted and timber door and 
window frames should be painted to match the prevailing pattern, generally gloss white or on some 
buildings black.  Any original stucco which has not been painted in the past, should, subject to its general 
condition, remain unpainted. 

Heavily textured paints, whether applied by brush, roller or spray gun should not be used.  These finishes 
completely alter the character of a building by obscuring fine detail and by changing the smooth surface.
The textured finish rapidly accumulates dirt in the urban atmosphere, leading to an expensive cleaning 
operation if the building is not to appear drab.  For these reasons, on listed buildings the City Council may 
take enforcement action to secure the removal of unauthorised heavily textured paint.  If you are in doubt, 
please contact the City Council prior to starting work.  Similarly, enforcement action may be taken if a listed 
building is painted in an appropriate colour. 

c:\documents and settings\chris\my documents\webspgs\stuccoweb.doc\0
29/11/2004
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Figure 8: 1910 atlas shows the house and outbuilding. There is no addition showing on the south side of the house. 
(Bromley, Atlas, 1910)

Figure 7: 1875 atlas, showing what may have been a bay or oriel window on the west facade of the three-story 
section of the house. The outbuilding is in the southeast corner of the property. (Hopkins, Atlas, 1875)
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Figure 9: 1923 map shows the addition on the south side of the house. (Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1923)
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7.	  SIGNIFICANCE	  	  
	  
The	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  House,	  located	  at	  365	  Green	  Lane,	  is	  significant	  based	  
on	  five	  criteria	  for	  designation.	  
	  
A	  –	  Has	  significant	  character,	  interest	  or	  value	  as	  part	  of	  the	  development,	  
heritage,	  or	  cultural	  characteristics	  of	  the	  City.	  
J	  -‐	  	  Exemplifies	  social	  and	  historical	  heritage	  of	  the	  community.	  
	  
Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  was	  a	  prominent	  member	  of	  the	  Roxborough/Manayunk	  
community	  in	  the	  late	  1800’s	  and	  early	  1900’s.	  He	  was	  one	  of	  the	  prosperous	  
Kenworthy	  family,	  owners	  of	  the	  Shurs’	  Lane	  Mills	  (see	  fig.	  10).1	  This	  mill	  was	  
one	  of	  the	  many	  textile	  mills	  established	  in	  Manayunk	  throughout	  the	  19th	  
century,	  with	  one	  becoming	  the	  largest	  cotton	  mill	  in	  the	  country	  during	  the	  
1840’s.	  Unlike	  textile	  mills	  in	  other	  American	  cities,	  the	  mills	  in	  Manayunk	  were	  
operated	  under	  family	  ownership	  rather	  than	  corporations.2	  	  
	  
In	  the	  mid	  1800’s,	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  started	  a	  rag	  trade	  business	  with	  his	  
brother,	  Thomas	  Kenworthy,	  who	  went	  on	  to	  found	  the	  Shurs’	  Lane	  Mill	  at	  the	  
corner	  of	  Shurs	  Lane	  and	  Pechin	  Street	  in	  the	  1880s	  (see	  fig.	  11).3	  	  (The	  Shurs’	  
Lane	  Mill	  buildings	  still	  exist	  today,	  now	  given	  renewed	  life	  as	  residential	  units.)	  	  
	  
In	  addition	  to	  his	  wool	  business,	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  served	  as	  a	  director	  of	  the	  
Wissahickon	  Electric	  Railway	  Company	  in	  the	  first	  decade	  of	  the	  20th	  century	  (see	  
figs.	  12	  and	  13).4	  5	  He	  was	  a	  director	  of	  the	  recently	  founded	  Manayunk	  Trust	  
Company	  in	  1892,	  and	  president	  from	  1904	  to	  1907	  (see	  figs.	  14,	  15,	  and	  16).	  6	  7	  	  
(The	  Manayunk	  Trust	  Company	  building	  still	  stands	  on	  Main	  Street	  in	  
Manayunk.)	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  family	  wills	  indicate	  that	  they	  were	  a	  family	  of	  
means,	  leaving	  an	  estate	  that	  in	  today’s	  worth	  would	  be	  nearly	  $5,000,000	  (see	  
fig.	  17).	  8	  	  

                                                
1 Hexamer	  General	  Survey,	  Vol.	  20,	  Plate	  1948. 
2 www.Workshop	  of	  the	  World,	  Philadelphia	  –	  MANAYUNK,	  	  Sara	  Jane	  Elk,	  (Oliver	  Evans	  Press,	  
1990).	  
3 Manayunk	  Sentinel,	  Obituary,	  July	  21,	  1887,	  p.	  2. 
4 American	  Street	  Railway	  Investments,	  1902	  p.222. 
5 McGraw	  Electric	  Railway	  Manual,	  1910	  p.377. 
6 Historical	  and	  Commercial	  Philadelphia,	  1892	  p.111. 
7 Trust	  Companies	  Monthly	  Magazine,	  January	  1907,	  p.	  48. 
8 Will	  of	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy,	  as	  scribed	  and	  typed	  by	  John	  Manton. 
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G	  –	  Is	  part	  of	  a	  distinctive	  area	  that	  should	  be	  preserved	  according	  to	  cultural	  
motif	  
	  
Many	  successful	  mill	  owners	  chose	  to	  build	  their	  homes	  at	  the	  top	  of	  the	  hill	  of	  
Green	  Lane:	  textile	  mill	  owners	  Kenworthy,	  Schofield,	  Wilde,	  along	  the	  Ogle	  
family	  (textile	  dye	  manufacturer),	  and	  S.S.	  Keely,	  responsible	  for	  building	  many	  
of	  the	  mills	  and	  much	  of	  the	  surrounding	  housing.	  	  	  
	  
Benjamin	  Kenworthy’s	  home	  was	  diagonally	  across	  the	  intersection	  from	  his	  
brother	  Thomas	  Kenworthy’s	  home,	  at	  348	  Green	  Lane.	  Benjamin’s	  son	  John	  
Kenworthy	  had	  his	  home	  at	  325	  Green	  Lane,	  two	  houses	  down	  from	  365	  Green	  
Lane.	  The	  Kenworthy	  homes	  are	  literally	  surrounded	  by	  those	  owned	  by	  other	  
mill	  owning	  families:	  Keely,	  Wilde,	  Schofield,	  and	  Ogle	  (see	  figs.	  18	  and	  19).9	  All	  
of	  these	  families	  were	  listed	  in	  Boyd’s	  Philadelphia	  Blue	  Book	  in	  1899	  (see	  fig.	  
20).10	  
	  
H	  –	  Owing	  to	  its	  unique	  location	  or	  singular	  physical	  characteristic,	  represents	  
an	  established	  and	  familiar	  visual	  feature	  of	  the	  neighbourhood	  and	  
community.	  
	  
The	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  House	  sits	  prominently	  on	  the	  southeast	  corner	  at	  the	  
intersection	  of	  Green	  Lane	  and	  Manayunk	  Avenue,	  and	  is	  a	  strong	  feature,	  
identifying	  the	  entrance	  to	  Roxborough	  as	  one	  ascends	  the	  significant	  incline	  
that	  is	  Green	  Lane.	  The	  architectural	  style	  of	  the	  Benjamin	  Kenworthy	  House,	  
although	  commonplace	  throughout	  this	  city,	  is	  secondary	  to	  the	  importance	  of	  
its	  first	  owner	  and	  occupant.	  	  
	  

                                                
9 G.	  W.	  Bromley,	  Atlas	  of	  the	  City	  of	  Philadelphia,	  Volume	  12	  Twenty	  First	  Ward Philadelphia,	  
1892,	  Vol.	  12,	  Ward	  21,	  Plates	  2	  and	  6. 
10 Boyd’s	  Philadelphia	  Blue	  Book,	  1899,	  p.	  362. 
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Figure 10: Shurs’ Lane Mill buildings on Shurs Lane in 1885, owned by T. Kenworthy & Brother. (Hexamer 
General Surveys, 1885.)
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Figure 11: Obituary of Thomas Kenworthy, brother of Benjamin Kenworthy. It describes his entry into the wool 
trade with Benjamin. This trade went on to become Shurs Lane Mill. (Manayunk Sentinel, July 21, 1887)
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Figure 12:   American Street Railway Investments,1902 
pg.222, listing Benjamin Kenworthy as a director.

Figure 13: McGraw Electric Railway Manual, 1910 
pg.377, llisting Benjamin Kenworthy as a director.

Figure 14:   Trust Companies Monthly Magazine, 
January 1907, documenting that Benjamin Kenworthy 
was president of the Manayunk Trust Company.

Figure 15:   Cover 
of 1892 edition 
of Historical 
and Commercial 
Philadelphia.

Figure 16:   1892 edition of Historical and Commercial Philadelphia, p. 111, listing Benjamin Kenworthy as a director 
of the Manayunk Trust Company.
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ZxÜàÜâwx ^xÇãÉÜà{ç? ã|à{Éâà Äxtä|Çz v{|ÄwÜxÇ tÄ|äx tà à{x à|Åx Éy {xÜ 
wxtà{? à{xÇ à{x át|w áâÅ Éy 7DJH?CCC á{tÄÄ ux {xÄw uç à{x `tÇtçâÇ~ 
gÜâáà VÉÅÑtÇç |Ç gÜâáà tÇw ux ~ÇÉãÇ tá à{x ÂUxÇ ^xÇãÉÜà{ç 
cÉÉÜ YâÇw?Ê àÉ ux |Çäxáàxw tÇw ~xÑà |Çäxáàxw tá |á tuÉäx áxà yÉÜà{? tÇw 
Éâà Éy à{x |ÇvÉÅx à{xÜxÉy? à{x át|w `tÇtçâÇ~ gÜâáà VÉÅÑtÇç? gÜâáàxx 
tá tyÉÜxát|w? á{tÄÄ xtv{ çxtÜ uâç vÉtÄ tÇw yÄÉâÜ tÇw àÉ w|áàÜ|uâàx à{x átÅx 
tÅÉÇz à{x ãÉÜà{ç ÑÉÉÜ Éy à{x gãxÇàç@y|Üáà jtÜw? |Ç áâv{ ÖâtÇà|à|xá tÇw 
tà áâv{ à|Åxá tá |Ç à{x|Ü w|ávÜxà|ÉÇ à{xç Åtç wxxÅ |à ã|áx tÇw }âw|v|ÉâáA
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W-1907-0596                                                                                        Copied by John Charles Manton, M.L.S.

Figure 17:  Will of Benjamin Kenworthy, stating his residence on the “Easterly corner of Green Lane and Manayunk 
Avenue.” Section “Fifth” of the will indicates his estate had a currency value of $175,000. In 2014 dollars, this would 
approach $5,000,000.

Last Will & Testament
Éy

UxÇ ^xÇãÉÜà{çA

 \? UxÇ ^xÇãÉÜà{ç? ÇÉã Üxá|w|Çz tà à{x EtáàxÜÄç vÉÜÇxÜ Éy 
`tÇtçâÇ~ TäxÇâx tÇw ZÜxxÇ _tÇx? |Ç à{x gãxÇàç@y|Üáà jtÜw Éy 
à{x V|àç Éy c{|ÄtwxÄÑ{|t? wÉ Åt~x? ÑâuÄ|á{ tÇw wxvÄtÜx à{|á Åç _táà 
j|ÄÄ 9 gxáàtÅxÇà? {xÜxuç ÜxäÉ~|Çz tÇç tÇw tÄÄ yÉÜÅxÜ ã|ÄÄá uç Åx tà 
tÇç à|Åx {xÜxàÉyÉÜx ÅtwxA
 Y|Üáà @ \ ÉÜwxÜ tÇw w|Üxvà tÄÄ Åç }âáà wxuàá tÇw yâÇxÜtÄ xåÑxÇáxá àÉ 
ux yâÄÄç Ñt|w tÇw átà|áy|xw tá áÉÉÇ tá ÑÜtvà|vtuÄx tyàxÜ Åç wxvxtáxA
 fxvÉÇw @ \ z|äx? wxä|áx tÇw uxÖâxtà{ âÇàÉ Åç ã|yx ftÜt{ TA 
^xÇãÉÜà{ç? à{x {Éâáx tÇw ÄÉà ã{xÜx \ ÇÉã Üxá|wx tà à{x EtáàxÜÄç 
vÉÜÇxÜ Éy ZÜxxÇ _tÇx tÇw `tÇtçâÇ~ TäxÇâx? |Ç à{x gãxÇàç@y|Üáà 
jtÜw tyÉÜxát|wN tÇw tÄáÉ à{x {Éâáx{ÉÄw zÉÉwá? ~|àv{xÇ âàxÇá|Äá? Ñ|vàâÜxá 
tÇw yâÜÇ|àâÜx Éy tÄÄ ~|Çwá à{xÜx|Ç vÉÇàt|Çxw? tÇw \ w|Üxvà à{tà ÇÉ 
|ÇäxÇàÉÜç ÉÜ tÑÑÜt|áxÅxÇà Éy à{x átÅx àÉ ux Åtwx? tÇw tuáÉÄäx Åç 
xåxvâàÉÜá yÜÉÅ tÄÄ Ä|tu|Ä|àç à{xÜxyÉÜA
 g{|Üw @ TÄÄ à{x Üxáà? Üxá|wâx tÇw ÜxÅt|ÇwxÜ Éy Åç xáàtàx? ÜxtÄ? 
ÑxÜáÉÇtÄ? ÉÜ Å|åxw? \ z|äx? wxä|áx tÇw uxÖâxtà{ âÇàÉ Åç xåxvâàÉÜá 
{xÜx|ÇtyàxÜ ÇtÅxw? \Ç gÜâáà? àÉ áxÄÄ à{x áxvâÜ|à|xá |Ç ã{|v{ Åç xáàtàx Åtç 
ux |Çäxáàxw tà Åç wxtà{ ÉÜ {ÉÄw átÅx? tà à{x|Ü w|ávÜxà|ÉÇ? tÇw àÉ |Çäxáà à{x 
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Figure 18: G.W. Bromley, Vol. 12, Plate 6, 1892, showing the mill-owning family names of Kenworthy, Keely and 
Schofield.

Figure 19: G.W. Bromley, Vol. 12, Plate 2, 1892, showing the mill-owning family names of Kenworthy, Keely, Wilde, 
and Ogle.
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Figure 20:  Boyd’s Blue Book Register, 1899, showing the names and addresses of prominent Green Lane residents.
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