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May 14, 2015

Via Hand Delivery

Jonathan Farnham, Ph.D.

Executive Director

Philadelphia Historical Commission
City Hall, Room 576

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Re: 1900 and 1910 Chestnut Street

Dear Dr. Farnham:

On behalf of Chestnut Square Associates, L.P., an affiliate of Pearl Properties and the
owner of 1900 and 1910 Chestnut Street (hereinafter, “Pearl”), I am pleased to submit Pearl’s
application for the Historical Commission’s final approval of certain proposed alterations and
construction at 1900 and 1910 Chestnut Street, as detailed herein.

By way of background, as you know, Pearl is a significant investment and development
firm based in Center City Philadelphia with a proven track record of tasteful, impactful mixed-
use development in our locale. Pearl’s developments include the conversion of former industrial
and commercial use properties into residential and mixed-use properties, which have contributed
to the emergence of a variety of neighborhoods. Some of these projects include properties on the
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places, such as 150 S. Broad Street, 1509 Walnut Street, 1700-
06 Chestnut Street, 1701 Walnut Street and The Granary. Accordingly, in connection with its
portfolio, Pearl has appeared before the Architectural Committee and the Historical Commission
on several projects, and welcomes the opportunity to present its newest local project.

The subject of this application is Pearl’s proposed mixed-use development of its property
holdings located at the city block bounded by 19th & 20th Streets (east-west), and Chestnut and
Sansom Streets (north-south). The project includes construction of a new residential building,
retail and restaurant spaces, and underground parking. As detailed in the attached renderings and
drawings, Pearl intends to retain the existing historical building at 1900 Chestnut with minimal
alteration. Further, consistent with Pearl’s previously-approved partial demolition permit for
1910 Chestnut, certain portions of that building were retained. Pearl intends to incorporate into
the overall property development the retained portion of the historical building at 1910 Chestnut



Street, including the building’s facade. As you will see from the enclosed materials, the project
aims to activate the streetscapes in what has been a long-blighted area, employing pedestrian-
friendly designs to strengthen the retail, restaurant and residential experience north of
Rittenhouse Square. Great effort has been made to complement the physical character of the
surrounding area.

Please find enclosed eight copies of the following hard-copy materials for review and
consideration in support of Pearl’s application for final approval:

1. A completed Application for Building Permit;

2. Photographs of all elevations and areas that Pearl proposes to alter at 1900 and 1910
Chestnut, dated and labeled;

3. Architectural drawings showing proposed alterations and construction at 1900 and 1910
Chestnut;

4. Architectural drawings showing elevations of the project;

5. Architectural drawing (colored) showing materials;

6. Renderings depicting all primary facades and illustrating the context of the proposed project
within the adjacent surroundings; and

7. Asite plan of the entire proposed project on the block bounded by 19th and 20th Streets
(east-west), and Chestnut and Sansom Streets (north-south).

These materials are also provided in Adobe PDF format on an enclosed thumb drive.

Should you have any questions or require additional information in support of this
application, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Very truly yours,
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Marissa Parker

cc: James Pearlstein
Reed Slogoff
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