NOMINATION OF HISTORIC BUILDING, STRUCTURE, SITE, OR OBJECT
PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

SUBMIT ALL ATTACHED MATERIALS ON PAPER AND IN ELECTRONIC FORM ON CD (MS WORD FORMAT)

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE (must comply with a Board of Revision of Taxes address)
Street Address: 14700 Townsend Road, Philadelphia Pa.

Postal code: 19154 Councilmanic District: 10th District

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
Historic Name: Burying Place For All Free Negroes or People of Color within Byberry Twp.

Common Name: Byberry African American Cemetery

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE
[] Building [ ] Structure X Site [ ] Object

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION
Condition: [ ] excellent [ ] good [ ] fair X poor X ruins?
Occupancy: X occupied X-vacant [] under construction (] unknown
Current use: Employed & Encroached, Used as Right of Way for Public Utility Poles

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Please attach a plot plan and written description of the boundary. See: Attached Plot Plan

6. DESCRIPTION

Please attach a description of the historic resource. See: Attached Description

7. SIGNIFICANCE
Please attach the Statement of Significance. See: Attached Statement of Significance
Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1780 to 1980 (Protected by Byberry Friends)
Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: On or before 01/19/1780

Architect, engineer, and/or designer:

Builder, contractor, and/or artisan:

Original owner: Thomas Townsend (mill owner & operator)




Other significant persons: The African American Labor Force is a significant piece of American History.

The nameless African Americans who died in Byberry and were buried in makeshift gravesites long before
Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery, which was enacted in Pennsylvania on 29th February 1780, is

unenumerable & those locations may never become known.

Jim [Walton]. According to Joseph C. Martindale who wrote A History of the Townships of Byberry and
Moreland, in Philadelphia, Pa., Jim was “a negro belonging to Daniel Walton.” He is listed as the first

known burial in the Byberry African American Cemetery.

Daniel Walton’s 1767 Byberry Tax Assessment
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Courtesy of Rare Book & Manuscript Library University of Pennsylvania




CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):

(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,

x

or,
(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; or,

the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,
(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship which represent a significant
innovation; or,

(9) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,

familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City; or,
(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or
(i) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

x> 0O oo Odgo

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Please attach a bibliography. See: Attached Bibliography

9. NOMINATOR Joseph J. Menkevich, Independent Researcher, Date: 10/31/2014
Email: Menkevich.Research@gmail.com

Organization: Member of Historical Society of Pennsylvania

Street Address: 4740 Castor Avenue Telephone: 215-289-0365
City, State, and Postal Code: Philadelphia Pennsylvania, 19124
Nominator [_] is X is not the property owner.

PHC USE ONLY
Date of Receipt:

(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;

(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) Is the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, or cultural development of

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and

[] Correct-Complete [] Incorrect-Incomplete Date:

Date of Notice Issuance:

Property Owner at Time of Notice

Name:

Address:

City: State: Postal Code:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:

Date of Final Action:

[] Designated [ ] Rejected 3/16/07
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| Benjamin Rush State Park

The cemetery is located to the west of 14700 Townsend Road (National Archives Warehouse property outlined in red), at the
indentation in the property line pointed to by the red arrow, and to the east of Benjamin Rush State Park.



5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

14700 TOWNSEND ROAD, OPA Account # 884292516
155N19-0047 - TOWNSEND RD (Merged)
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Parcel No. 155N19-0047 Merged With Parcel No. 150N10-0018 To Form 14700 Townsend Road.
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Historic Maps i
Above Maps and parcel information courtesy of Parcel Explorer, Department of Records, City of Philadelphia:
<pttp:/ [ www.phila.gov/ applications/ parcel.html>. (Last Accessed: June 28, 2015).



http://www.phila.gov/applications/parcel.html

ALL THAT CERTAIN Iot or piece of ground, Situate in the 66 Ward of the City of
Philadelphia, described according to a Plan of Property, made for Philadelphia Industrial
Development Corporation by John Reilly, Surveyor and Regulator of the 4™ Survey district,
dated September 17, 1976 to wit:
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Plan Conrtesy of the 4” Survey District, 1701 Bower St. Phila., Pa. 19115.

BEGINNING at a point on the Westerly side of Townsend Road (33 feet wide) at the
distance of 941 feet 4 /2 inches Northeastwardly from the center line of Meeting House Road
(30 feet wide) —

thence extending North 06°34'10” East along the Westerly side of Townsend Road crossing
the head of Burling Avenue (40 feet wide), the distance of 72 feet 7'4 inches to a Point, said
Point being the centerline of Townsend Road —

thence extending along said centerline of Townsend Road North 54°30°50” East, the
distance of 79 feet 10 & 3/8" inches to a point —

thence extending South 05°03°49” West, partly crossing the bed of Townsend Road, the
distance of 120 feet 9 & 3/8" inches to a point —

thence extending North 88°19°48” West, crossing the bed of Townsend Road, the distance
of 62 feet 8 & 3/8" inches to the first mentioned point and place of beginning,

[NOTE: This parcel has been identified in Philadelphia Mapping, Room 170, City Hall and
confirmed by Philadelphia Department of Records, Room154 City Hall, Philadelphia Pa. — Being
the same parcel of land which on 4" December 1872, John P. Townsend (Trustee) transferred to
Watson C. Martindale (Trustee) "In Trust only to and for the use, intent and purpose of a Burying
place for All free Negroes within the Limits of Byberry particular Meeting agreeable with ...



conditions and provisos Contained in a Certain Indenture bearing Date the 19" Day of the 1
Month in the year 1780... and for no other purpose whatsoever..." recorded in Philadelphia Deed
Book FTW Vol.16, pages 24 through 26, — Also Being the same premises which on the 10"
December 1906 Watson C. Martindale (Trustee) transferred to Edward Comly (Trustee)
“...forever In Trust only to and for the use, intent and purpose of a Burying Place for all free
negroes or people of colour within the limits of Byberry particular meeting of Friends agreeable to
the grant conditions and proviso Contained in a Certain Indenture bearing Date the 19" Day of
the 1% Month in the year 1780 according to the true intent and meaning thereof and to and for no
other use intent or purpose whatsoever..." recorded in Philadelphia Deed Book WSV Vol. 813
pages 4 through 6. Being the same premises which in 1980, the Trustees of Byberry Monthly
Meeting of Friends Sold to the City of Philadelphia for the sum of Three Thousand ($3,000)
Dollars. Deed is unrecorded, missing a complete date. Boundary extracted from this deed].

BEING: 14700 TOWNSEND ROAD, OPA Account # 884292516.

[V-44-599] by Barry Slepion, Surveyor & Regulator 4™ District

= =) [ =T
Survey & Plan
of Property
Made For
Byberry GSA Associates

G&th Ward
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Surveyed - December 09, 1994



Phase One Study - Milner, 1988 — Figure 14
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Areas 8 and 10, and the black cemetery in Area 10 will be protected from development...

In the case of the black cemetery associated with the Byberry meeting, it is understood that
this area that this area will be avoided during construction. In order to ensure that no damage
occurs to this potential fragile cemetery it is recommended that an area 20 feet on each side
of the legally defined boundary the cemetery be fenced prior to construction in order to avoid
any possibly encroachment on the site. Furthermore, it is recommended that the installation
of the fence be monitored by a qualified archeologist in order to ensure that no disturbance
to the site take place during this activity.

Phase Two, Louis Berger Associates, 1993

LBA recommended buffer fence distance to be increased to 80 feet and a zone from
approximately 75 to 150 feet from the cemetery site should be archeologically tested to ensure
that no adverse impact would occur to the cemetery site as result of the proposed
construction. LBA further recommended that additional historic research be undertaken in
order to verify and document the legal boundaries of the cemetery.



[V-44-599] by Barry Slepion, Surveyor & Regulator 4u District
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PLAN OF PROPERTY MADE FOR P.I.D.C. in the 66" Ward
F-2135
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NOTE

BURYING PLACE FOR ALL FREE NEGROES OR PEOPLE OF COLOR wAS ESTABLISHED BY
INDENTURE DATED 1/19/:780 BETWEEN TWOMAS TOWNSEND TO SYBERARY NEETING
ATTENTION 15 CALLED TO THE ZONING REQUIREMENTS INTHE PHILA

CODE, AS AMENDED

NO FIELD SURVEY MADE TO DETERWMINE PHYSICAL CONDITIONS

PLAN MADE IN ACCORDAMCE WIT™ IHSTRUCTIONE OF PROJECT

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEN JOKM STEFANCO

Surveyed September 30, 1987 by Israel Zeitz, Surveyor & Regulator 4™ Dist.

NOTE: BURYING PLACE FOR ALL FREE NEGROES OR PEOPLE OF COLOR WAS

ESTABLISHED BY INDENTURE DATED 1/19/1780 BETWEEN THOMAS TOWNSEND TO
BYBERRY MEETING

ATTENTION IS CALLED TO THE ZONING REQUIRMENTSIN PHILA.
CODE, AS AMMENDED

NO FIELD SURVEY MADE TO DETERMINE PHYSICAL CONDITIONS
PLAN MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH INSTRUCTIONS OF PROJECT
DEVELOPMENT MANAGER  JOHN STEFANCO



SUB - SKETCH - PLAN OF PROPERTY MADE FOR P.I.D. C. in the 66™ Ward

Surveyed September 30, 1987 by Israel Zeitz, Surveyor & Regulator 4™ Dist.

6. DESCRIPTION

Presently, the Byberry Burying Place for all Free Negroes or People of Color is neglected.

The location of the Cemetery (since it’s inception) is the intersections of Old Townsend Road, Burling
Avenue & Meeting House Roads. The area is overgrown with saplings, grasses, vines & bramble.

It is not fenced, marked or protected.

One must be familiar with the area or have accessibility to a draft, plan or blueprint in order to identify the
convergences of the dirt roads with utility poles & the right-of-ways.



Today, the words “Buffer Zone” (which appears in several of the surveys), is a misnomer &
misleading to a layperson that might read the reports.

The Buffer Zone exists only as imaginary lines on the City Surveys near the former
intersections of Old Townsend Road, Burling Avenue and the former Meeting House Road.

Presently, there are no corner markers, no signage, no fencing which would indicate the
existence of any cemetery or burial ground.

Present view of Byberry African American Cemetery with NARA in background

Any reference to the area being protected (in the Phase One & Two reports) was within the
context of and time of the study and probably not meant to be interpreted as permanent
protection, but meant only while construction of the NARA building.

Presently, the only true protection this Cemetery receives is the fact that it’s location is so
remote and inaccessible except through Benjamin Rush State Park or by accessing through
the rear parking lots of the adjacent landowners broken and inadequate fencing.



23rd & 35th Wards by G.W. Bromley & Co. - 1894

= _7_\ =R Thoma.s !Iln.
Plate 28 - Accessed: Philadelphia City Archives

The African American Burial Ground is located on property of Thornton Stackhouse, as seen
on the above plate. Burling Avenue has been struck from the City Plan as a result of the
development of Benjamin Rush State Park.



Burling Avenue is now an access road through the State Park, meeting the former Old
Townsend Road (section). Blueprints indicate a Public-Utility right-of-way that runs through
the African American Cemetery, which is accessible from a parking lot out side of the rear of
the park.

Section of the Proposed Plan of Benjamin Rush State Park
2 BN, N\

TRz

U

PROPOSED
PARKING

TRAIL TO CONNECT /
TO FAIRMONT PARK
TRAIL ALONG OLD
MECHANICSVILLE RD.

HISTORICAL
BURIAL GROUND
NOT TO BE
DISTURBED

LIMIT OF SAFETY
ZONE FOR MODEL
. AIRPLANE AIRFIELD

U BARIA AAMTDALLER

Plan of the Park

On the above plan, the “Historical Burial Ground not to be disturbed” is misidentified as
being inside the State Park, when in fact it is located just above, as a small right triangular
corner just outside the park and outside the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania DCNR.

It is remarkable and ironic (in contrast with Dr. Benjamin Rush’s activities as an abolitionist
against Slavery & the proximity of the African Cemetery to the State Park), at no time during
the conception of Benjamin Rush State Park (1976 to present) were any studies done, nor any
funding allocated by the State of Pennsylvania for the purpose of the inclusion of the Byberry
African American Burial Ground to be developed or protected as an historic site within the
State Park.

There were no Public Hearings held by the State of Pennsylvania, the City of Philadelphia, or
the Federal Government for perseveration of this historic African American Cemetery.

10


http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/ucmprd2/groups/public/documents/document/dcnr_005145.pdf

BYBERRY ROAD PETITION & COURT ORDER

7" day of September One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Seven

Petltlon for a Publick Road for Produce, from Mill to Market to the Bybury Meeting House.




7" day of December One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Seven

Report on the Public Road from John Townsend’s Mill to Byberry eeting House

Surveyors report to the Court that they have found Cause to Lay out the road “from the
Poquessing Creek into a Publick Road Leading by Byberry Meeting House. We have done the
Same...” surveyed and laid out to be 33 feet wide on 22 October 1767.

12



Draught: Survey’d October 22, 1767 by Benjamin Austin

The above draft of 1767 has the cemetery marked out in pencil with notations. It is unknown
when the pencil notes & drawing might have been added, but they match the 1962 plate
below.

Philadelphia Land Use Map, 1962, Plate 10D-4

13


http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/LUM1962.10D-4

Philadelphia Department of Records: Deed Book Series FTW, Vol. 16, Pgs. 24 to 26.
01 January 1872, John P. Townsend to Watson C. Martindale (Trustees)

“To All People Whereas William Walton and Evan Townsend by a Certain Deed Poll dated
the Second day of the First Month in the year one thousand eight Hundred and twenty 1820
did Grant and assign unto Jeremiah Comfort, John P. Townsend and [illegible] Walton or the
Survivor of them Trustees Appointed by the Preparative Meeting of the People Called
Quakers of Byberry A Certain Lot or piece of ground Situate in the Twenty Third Ward of
the City of Philadelphia formerly Byberry Township and County of Philadelphia Beginning
at a Corner stone in a line Between Thomas and John Townsend's lands. ..
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Thence extending Southward by the Great Road leading from said Townsends Mill to the
Byberry Meeting House four perches and ten links to a stone for a Corner ...
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Thence Eastward three perches and Twenty Links to a Stone for a Corner. ..
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Thence Southward by Thomas Townsends Land Seven Perches and Eight Links to a Stone
for a Corner ...

Thence South Westwardly by the said Great Road four perches and twenty one Links to the
place of Beginning containing about twenty perches be the same more or less.

To Hold the same with the appurtenances unto the said Trustees above named and their
Assigns forever In Trust only to the intent and purpose and for the use of the Burying place
for All free Negroes within the Limits of Byberry preparative Meeting with [illegible word] for
transferring the Estate and Trust in the premises to any other person or persons to be
appointed by the said preparative Meeting and to their Assigns forever as in and by the said
Deed Poll will appear And Whereas the said preparative meeting has lately appointed Watson
Martindale of the City of Philadelphia as Trustee to take and receive a transfer and
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Assignment or Conveyance of the said Estate and Trust from the Above Named John P.
Townsend the only Surviving Trustee above Mentioned Now Therefore be it Known that the
said John P. Townsend Surviving Trustee aforenamed in order to render the said Trust Stable
and perpetual have revised released Surrendered Transferred assigned and set over and by

these presents Do revise release Surrender Transfer assign and set over unto the said Watson
C. Martindale his Heirs and assign’s
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All the Estate Right Title interest Trust benefit claim and demand whatsoever of him the said

John P. Townsend of in and to the said Lot or Piece of Ground above described and
premises with the Appurtenances...

To Have And To Hold the said Lot of Land and Premises unto the said Watson C.

Martindale his Heirs and Assigns Forever In Trust only to and for the use intent and purpose
of a Burying place for all free
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Negroes or people of Color within the limits of Byberry particular Meeting of Friends
agreeably to the grant Conditions and provisos Contained in a Certain Indenture bearing
Date the Nineteenth day of the first Month in the year 1780 according to the True ruling
and meaning thence and to and for no other use intent, or purpose whatsoever...
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So that Neither the said John P. Townsend or his Heirs Executors or Administrators nor
either or any of Them shall or Will Claim Challenge or demand Any Estate intrust trust
benefit or privilege thereon or thereto as trustees in any Manner whatsoever by reason or
means of the Above recited Deed Poll but thereof and therefrom shall and Will be excluded
and forever debarred by these present In Witness Whereof the said John P. Townsend hath
hereunto set his hand and sealed the Fourth day of December Anno In the Year One
Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy Two 1872
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Sealed and Delivered

in the presence of us John P. Townsend
Paul Townsend
Watson Comly
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The Fourth day of December In the Year 1872
Before me the Subscriber one of the Alderman
of the City of Philadelphia personally Appeared
the above named John P. Townsend and ack-
-nowledged the above written Deed Poll to be his
proper Act and deed and desired the same
Might be Recorded as such Whereas my hand
and official seal the day and year aforesaid
Watson Comly

Recorded Dec.17" 1872 Alderman”
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Negro burying ground

John Comly s Surveyor's Book, 1812-1846. Courtesy of F.H.L., Swarthmore College.
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Comly-White Papers, Series 4, Financial and Legal Papers, Box 3.

Thomas Townsend, by Deed dated 19" of 1st mo. 1780, granted to William Walton, William
Walmsley, Evan Townsend and Joseph Thornton, for "the use of a burying place for all free
Negroes within the limits of Byberry particular meeting;" as follows: Beginning at a corner
stone in a line between Thomas & John Townsend, Southward by the said road leading from
sd. Townsend Mill 4 per.s & 10 links to a stone, Eastward 3 per.s and 20 links to a stone for a
corner, Northward by Thomas Townsend land 7 per.s and 8 links to a stone for a corner -
Southwestwardly by the great road 4 per.s & 21 links to the beginning - containing about 20
petches, more or less - Connd ~ 25/0 - Not recorded. —

The Cemetery contains about 20 perches.

1980: Trustees of Byberry Monthly Meeting of Friends to the City of Philadelphia

“BEGINNING at a point on the Westerly side of Townsend Road (33 feet wide) at the
distance of 941 feet 4 1/2 inches Northeastwardly from the center line of Meetinghouse Road
(30 feet wide) produced; thence extending north 6 degrees 34 minutes 10 seconds East along
the Westerly side of Townsend Road crossing the head of Burling Avenue (40 feet wide), the
distance of 72 feet 7 1/4 inches to a point, said point being the centerline of Townsend Road,
produced; thence extending along said centerline of Townsend Road, produced; thence
extending along said centetline of Townsend Road, produced; thence extending along said
centerline of Townsend Road North 54 degrees 30 minutes 50 seconds Fast the distance of
79 feet 10- 3/8 inches to a point; thence extending South 5 degrees 3 minutes 49 seconds
West, partly crossing the bed of Townsend Road, the distance of 120 feet 9-3/8 inches to a
point; thence extending North 88 degrees 19 minutes 48 seconds West, crossing the bed of
Townsend Road, the distance of 62 feet 8-3/8 inches to the first mentioned point and place
of beginning.”

"The deed is dated April 1980 which indicates the Meeting owned the property for 200

years.”
—Helen File
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Copy of 1980 Deed — Courtesy of Northeast Philadelphia History Networ.li(‘v ;

This Indenture save e i
day of in the year of our Lord one thousand nhlo
bundred and eighty (1980) Between

TRUSTEES OF BYBERRY MONTHLY MEETING OF FRIENDS, (a Pa. Non-
Profit Corp.,)

(hereinaiter called the Grantor ), of the one part, and

TR TR O S e e, i oEey et S Fiked B bt o
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, A8
: 13 ok (hereinafter called the Grantee . ), of the other part,
Witnesseth,  Thatthe ssid Grantor e |
for and in consideration of the sum of

THREE THOUSAND ($3,000) *  fawal |

money of the United States of Americs, unto 14 well and truly paid by the said Grantee. ,

‘st or before the sealing and delivery, hereof, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, has '

granted, bargained and sold, aliened, enfeofied, relessed and confirmed, and by these presents  does
~ greant, bargain and ullmlia::.‘.ﬁ!mﬁ._plm,m& confirm unto the said Grantee , 41
R, -al'lcc,e»a\oor:s._;; e uﬁlmigm. ]

s

L tiasd.

ALL THAT CERTAIN Lot or plece of ground,Situate in the 66th Ward of the
§ _Citx.af.,m:mda.lnh___{;." described according to a Plan of Property, made R
for Philadelphin Tndustrial Development Corporatica by John Reilly, Sur- -

veyo: and Regulator of the 4th Survey district, dated September 17, 1976
to wit: j

BEGINNING at a point on the Westerly side of Townsend Road (23 feet wide) |
at the distance of 941 feet 4% inches Northeastwardly from the center

Road crossing tho head of Burliog Avenue (40 tfeet vide3, the distance of
72 feet 7% inches to a point, s2id point being the centerline of Townsend
Road, produced; thence extending along said centerline of Townsend Road
North 54 degrees 30 minutes 50 seconds Bast the distance of 79 feet 10~
3/8 inches to 2 point; thence extending South 5 degrees 3 minutes 49 gse-
conds West, partly crossing the bed of Townsend Road, the distance of 120
feet 9~3/8 inchee to a point; thence extending North 88 degrees 19 mine-
utes 48 secconds Vest, crossing the bed of Townsead Road, the distance of
62 feet B~2/8 ‘nches *o the first mentioned point and place of beginning,

e,

Wt e

20



7. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Byberry African American Cemetery is an extremely significant historic site that merits
designation by the Philadelphia Historical Commission and inclusion on the Philadelphia Register
of Historic Places. Located at 14700 Townsend Road in the Parkwood section of Philadelphia.

The Byberry African American Cemetery satisfies Criteria for Designation a, b, i, and j as
enumerated in Section 14-1004 of the Philadelphia Code. The Cemetery is significant:

- as an African cemetery grounds that have survived for more than 200 years in near-undisturbed
condition, was established by a religious organization (The Quakers), specifically established for
the burials of African Americans who had been manumitted or set free by any other instrument of
law, thereby representing the cultural, political, social, geographical, and historical heritage of
Byberry Township, Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, and the United States (Criteria a & b);

- for its associations with the lives of persons significant in the past including several members of
the Byberry Preparatory Meeting of Friends, who held significant positions in their Religious
Organization which opposed all War, including the American Revolutionary War, and who were
involved with the founding and advancement of important institutions such the Abolition of
Slavery and the Constitutional Rights of Religious Practice, Expression of Objection due to
Conscience, as well as the many un-named African Americans who are buried at the site (Criteria a

and b);

- as a largely undisturbed site that was settled in the eighteenth century and therefore has an
extremely high potential for important archaeological resources (Criterion i); and,

+ as a site that exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historical heritage of the
Byberry Township (Criterion j).

Federal Funds have been expended for the GSA Surveys of lands surrounding this Cemetery.

The Byberry African American Cemetery also meets Criteria for Evaluation for inclusion on the
National Historic Register by the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service:

“A cemetery that derives its primary importance from graves of persons of transcendent
importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events.”

Philadelphia is a certified local government whose historic preservation program has been certified
pursuant to section 101(c)(1) of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Philadelphia
Historical Commission possesses the authority to have the Byberry African American Cemetery
placed upon the National Historic Register as well as the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.

See: National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended through 1992
<http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/nhpal 966.htm>,

And Department of the Interior regulations at 36 CFR Part 61 govern this certification process.
<http://archnet.asu.edu/topical/crm/usdocs/36¢fr61.html>.
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PROOF OF SIGNIFICANCE

The record will show that the establishment of the Byberry African American Cemetery is a
definitive moment in National History for African-Americans, being the only African Cemetery
established while the United States of America was at War with the British Empire & struggling
for its own Freedom & Independence.

The founding of Byberry African American Cemetery must be placed in context with the Quaker's
own struggle to abolish slavery while also being objectors to war. The Quakers were (in the same
moment of time) suffering sanctions & imprisonment.

In September 1777 several members of the Society of Friends refused to formally declare their
loyalty to the United States Government. Several were exiled to Winchester, Virginia.

Between 1778 and 1780, Pennsylvania introduced several Bills to end Slavery. Those bills were
approved and enacted into laws. The Byberry Quakers responded to those laws by freeing their
Slaves and providing a burial ground to Africans who were set Free by any instrument of law.

The African-Americans as Slaves (in contradistinction to the Quakers) were always the co-
dependent innocent bystanders, having neither choice in war nor the freedom to refuse to fight.

The African-Americans were active in carrying munitions & baggage, they became soldiers of the
United States by default, while many of the Religious Society of Friends exercised their right not to
support the American War due to conscience & religious beliefs established by William Penn.

Africans impacted the stratagems in the War of Independence. The large number of slaves in the
Southern States allowed the British to amass a Negro Army. The Americans used a small Black
Rhode Island Regiment, as Washington did not want any Negroe enlistees.

As for the archeological history of the immediate area, (1988 John Milner & 1993 Louis Berger),
neither study delved into the American Revolution, the Quakers, or any role the African Slaves
had on the War. Neither study disturbed any part of the African Cemetery.

For the history of the area, both Phase I & Phase II studies relied heavily on Martindale's history
of the townships of Byberry and Moreland. The Phase Two Berger Study also included research
into the manuscript records at Swarthmore College Libraries.

The following timeline will prove the establishing of this graveyard on 19" January 1780 by the
Byberry Quakers occurred simultaneously and in unison with The Act for the Gradual Abolition
of Slavery, which was introduced on the 21% August 1778, and signed into Law by the
Pennsylvania Assembly on the 29" February 1780.

The proof is established by a correlation of Philadelphia area newspapers against Pennsylvania
legislative proceedings, then comparing them with the entries of the Byberry Monthly Minutes at
Swarthmore College Libraries. The time-line begins in August 1777 with Congress passing a law to
imprison several Philadelphia area Quakers for failing to take an Oath of Allegiance.
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29" January 1778. IN CONGRESS

"Resolved, That the prisoners now at Winchester, in the State of Virginia, who have been
apprehended by the government of Pennsylvania, in consequence of the resolution of
Congress dated 28th August, 1777, be discharged from their confinement, on their taking
or subscribing either the oath or affirmation of allegiance, as prescribed by the laws of
Pennsylvania, or the following oath or affirmation, at the option of the persons concerned.

"I, A. B., do swear, (or affirm) that I acknowledge myself a subject of the State of
Pennsylvania, as a free and independent state, and that I will in all things demean myself as
a good and faithful subject ought to do."

7" August 1778 - Quaker Petition to the Assembly
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21° August 1778 - House a Bill for the gradual abolition was introduced & read.

A member presented to the House a Bill for the gradual abolition of slavery, which being
read the first time, was ordered to lie on the table for consideration and a second reading.

[Note] The petition of Albertson Walton (above) was read & ordered to lie on the table. Albertson
Walton lost all his Byberry Farmland, accused of leaving with the enemy.
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28" November 1778 — The Pennsylvania Packet:

The ADDRESS of the Supreme Executive Council to the General Assembly of
Representatives of the Freeman of Pennsylvania. November 9th, 1778.

The late Assembly was furnished with heads of a bill for manumitting infant Negroes born
of slaves, by which the gradual abolition of servitude for life would be obtained, in an easy
mode. It is not proposed that the present slaves, most of whom are scarcely competent of
freedom, should be meddled with, but all importation must be forbid, if the idea be
adopted. This or some better scheme would tend to abrogate slavery, the approbrium of
America, from among us; and no period seems more happy for the attempt than the
present, as the number of such unhappy characters, ever few in Pennsylvania, has been
much reduced by the practices and plunder of our late invaders. In divesting the State of
slaves, you will equally serve the cause of humanity and policy, and offer to God one of
the most proper and best returns of gratitude for his great deliverance of us and our
posterity from thralldom. You will also set your character for justice and benevolence in a
true point of view to all Europe, who are astonished to see a people eager for liberty,
holding Negroes in bondage.

At a Preparative Meeting held at Byberry the 28th of the 1 Month 1779:

The Cases of those who have Deviated in their Conduct Respecting Military Service
Coming again under Consideration... the Cases of Thomas Townsend, Absolem Knight,
David Parry, Jonathan Parry & Silas Parry Ought to be Carried to the Monthly Meeting.

Ordered, That Mr. Clymer, Mx. Knox, Dt. Gardner and Mr. Biddle, be a committee to bring in a
bill for the abolition of slavery within this state.
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10" February 1779 — The Pennsylvania Gazette

MESSAGE from the PRESIDENT and SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL to the
REPRESENTATIVES of the Freemen of Pennsylvania, in Assembly.

We would also again bring into your view a plan for the gradual abolition of slavery, so
disgraceful to any people, and more especially to those who have been contending in the
great cause of liberty themselves, and upon whom Providence has bestowed such eminent
marks of its favour and protection. We think we are loudly called on to evince our gratitude,
in making our fellow men joint heirs with us of the same inestimable blessings, under such
restrictions and regulations as will not injure the community, and will imperceptibly enable
them to relish and improve the station to which they will be advanced. Honoured will that
state be in the annals of history, which shall first abolish this violation of the rights of
mankind, and the memories of those will be held in grateful and everlasting remembrance,
who shall pass the law to restore and establish the rights of human nature in Pennsylvania.
We feel ourselves so interested on this point, as to go beyond what we may be deemed the
proper line of our duty, and acquaint you that we have reduced this plan to the form of a
law, which, if acceptable, we shall in a few days communicate to you.

13" February 1779

Discussions continued from the 5" of February, an amendment suggested, a vote taken.

And the question being put, whether the said ame