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ion i
ildlng, gg4 Snyder Avenue ie o., the eouth_r Avenue, l0O feet eastvrardly from the eaEt,_th Street, wtth a northnard fscade. ft IB,he 'rgult CIaIm Deed t, ot March 1 , ZO'T r,1g

and 6 inchee'. in depth, terminatlng whorey ts at the south end of the property.
one of the w{deet thorofaree in thls partatlng the ZOOO and Z,t OO blocke that f lowStreet.
eye commlssioned by the C{ty of phtladelphia
this property was aLtached to 932 $nydor
19ZO wlth its west sid.e facing Tenth $treet.Btreet t dE others traversing J.n an eaet_ed for a pennsyrvania grovernor, three*termod
).
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E steel_- A large, wide stngle

show that ln the 1 960s*
over the orlglnal blondtrph+
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bopped with whLte marble
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sash wlndow of inexpensJ.ve

theee {Iterationsdaughte$.r ( preEent
LCN "bofiErt of the
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i;: ii il

were Tadg by Angelo Buuno. Accord{ng to hj,eowner), the brlck work wag dgl" bV j"trn StanfarPhlladelphla-South Jersev Fam.{l_y ( I 991 .-lgg4) .
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constructi-on seems to fit into the orlginal dimenslons and casing.This window is above the darker brick facing. The doorway is ar_sooriginal, although the iron security and inn r door are more oflater decades.

second Lever-: rn contrast to the modern modiflcations seenon the first fr-oor, this part of the facade appears more originalwlth the onJ-y chanqes in the type of wdndows lnstarr_ed into thelarge bay window. This feature has ]ate victorian Era mouldlngs,four(4) thin col-umns of the ronic order dividlng each of the threefaces of the bay and panels with decorative swag wreaths under each.Atop the mouldings near the roofline, in the northeast and north_west corners are decorative finials in a sguarish_urn shape fromthe buil-dingr's begj-nning, probabry around i900 to 1910.

The exterior
in goldish yellow

All photographs
and appear on pages 5

is in fair condition with the recent paintino
and cream to highlight the details.

of this property were done by the nominator
and 6 herein.
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934 Snyder Avenue

mprovements made in c.1955 tol_ived at this building and hadtions, mostly by John Stanfa
from 't 99i to about 1994.

(Lower image) originar features maintained, except windows.
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(Top) View showlng west wall_ at g34Tenth Street interiection.-
(Bottom) f'utl_ view of facadeting to property at east walland continuation of oriqinat

facing
. Note
masonry

norLh direction
finials atop at

Snyder Avenue, near the

and abut-
corners,
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Statement of Significance:

The property nominated herein was the residence of Angelo
Bruno, whom l-aw enforcement had ldentified as the head or,,boss,,
of the Philadelphia-south Jersey Famiryr*a branch of the American
Mafia, arso called "La cosa Nostra" (LCN). Bruno lived at this
house from 1953 to his death in March, 1gB0,uhen there was growlng
interest nationalJ-y in eradicating a speciarlzed kind of crime
defined as Orgranized Crime:

Any g.roup having some rrqlnrrei of formafized structureand whose g5r-1ary objective is to obtain m()ney throughillegar activities. Such groups mtrintain their positionthrough the us€ of violen,:e or threats of violente, cor_rupt public off icials, graft or ertortion and gen,:ral_ryhave a significant impact on th,: people in their rocalesor region or th,: couirtry as e who1e. one major crimegroup epitorrize; this definition: La cosi\ Nos,rRA.

The Department of Justice formed this d':finition and its laws
to prosecrrte viol_ators because of individuals Such as Bruno whose
criminal- careDr began in the "GangJ-and Era,' of the 1920s and ,30s.
This was,f. timt: glamorizerl in Arnerican medj_a wh,)n those of s:)uthr)rn
and eastern European ancestries created an "underworld', or sub-
culture existing on illegar activlties for profit. The LCN is a
derivative of the ,sicilian Mafia, whose members had migrated to
th,> united States most s.ignificantly in the 1BB0 to 1gz0 period.
The Arnerican Maf,la is;aodified from the foreign group in its or_qanization and purpose. But because law enforcement began to examin<:
the gang'sters j-n the early i 950s who had decades of experr-ence inthis sub':ulturer l-aw enforcement traced organize,i crime to when th,:Volstead Act (Prohibition) was enacted in jg20. Bruno was part ofthis, but h,i..s years at g34 snyder Avenue figure more importantry
in the national history of organj-zed ,crime ancl faw enforcement,s
gradual stages in this speciarized flerd of enforcemenr.

The residences of the bosses who preceded and fol-lowed Bruno havealready been historical-1y-cerf.rflgi as-fart ot the Girard EstateHistoric District at 2515 south 21st street and 2117 porter Street.These were the homes of A. D. por-rina and phirip Test.,.=p."tiver_y.
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Bruno lived at 934 snyder Avenue during the presidency of
John F. Kennedy (1961-1963), which had expressed groals of erimi_
nating "gangland crime" on a national- l-evel. Attorney General
Robert F- Kennedyrs experience in prosecuting "Top Hoodlums,, (as
the FBr carred gangsters ) , had continued this policy when he had
established "orgranized crj-me units" at every l-evel of l-aw enforce-
ment in every venue where a Mafia/LCN Family was identified. ouLr
city, Philadelphia was one of the first such ,'organized crime
strike Forces" in the nation because of Angelo Bruno who was the
boss of the major org'anized crime entity in the region. Bruno,s
illegal activities in narcotics distribution were arready part of
the records at the U.S. Department of the Treasury,s Narcotics
Bureau (forerunner of the Drug Enforcement Administration). (see
Appendix r') The crime boss' international- investments also were
investigrated by federar and foreign l-aw enforcement, thus substan-.
tiating further interest in the occupant at g34 snyder Avenue.
The contributions that Bruno and those under him had made with his
authority were indeed detrimental to American society as a who1e,
but they led to the enactment of laws to ery organized crime on
a national AND international scare that are applied today. This
was significant in alterating llfestyres, popurar cur_ture, ethnic
percepti-ons and in endlng corruption within raw enforcement.

Bruno represented a negative curtural transferrence (the Mafia)from a foreign nation as it adapted to American needs, namery in
capi tal i sm ' Bruno ' s al-l iances wi th 1nf l-uentiar persons in indus Lryas wel-l as in the crlminal underworld represented an aspect of ur-ban Ameri-ca on the cusp of "sociar revorution,,and growth, a veryhistoric time despite the criminar er_ement,s part in this history.

Premises 934 snyder Avenue is defined as a building per
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Historic preservatlon Ordinance St 4_2 007 (2) (bl as a

Structure, its site anrl appirrtenances cr:eated toshelter any form of ituma;t_activity, incJ_uding apublic interior porti,ln of a bulldLnq.

Certif j_catioi-t is sougrht under criterion (a ) of Lhe RuIes.

In the course r>f preparation f<;r this noinination, ,,The
Philaderphla rngui-rer" in December , 2015 publishe,l a mo,zie re_view of "Legend" a ". - -story of Ro,rald ,rnd Reggrie Kray, twinbrothers who were kingpins of the London Underworl_d ,rt th,: heightof the Swinglng '60s - - - " American aci:or Chazz pafminteri ( belo,r)pJ-ays Angqle Bruno, thus re-acti-vating the LCN bossr reputation
in orqanized crime whrfn the KenneCys proceeded 6n 6,3gre:jsl-vefy
thwarting gangsters' vior-ence antl income f rom i1r_ega1 sources.
Brurro was living at g3,4 snyder Averrue in the 1960s.

Real-life tale of British
twin crooks lacks focus

By Martr Olsen
LOS ANGELES TIMES

ales of crime and
gangsterdom have

Chazz Palmlnteri plays
Philadelphia mob boss
Angelo Bruno in
"Legend," universatstudios

Legend **th
(Out of four stars)

Playing: Opens Wednesday
at Ritz Five.

I long been tinged
with a seedy glamour, a
mix of grit and polish.
The story of Ronald and
Reggie Kray, twin broth-
ers who were kingpins of
the London under-world at

merous books and movies
based on their exploits.

Legend is directed by
Brian Helgekind, who
also adapted t}te screen-
play from John Pearson,s
book The Profession of Vio-
Ience, and the movii at-
tempts to tell the story of

See tIGEllD on C2
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From Donald Cressey's Theft of the NaLion, p. xiii.

"The racketeer is not someone dressed in a black shirt, white tie, and
dialond stick pin, whose activities aftect only a remor.e underworld
circle. He is more likely to,be outfitted in a gray flannel suit and his
influence'is more likely to 6e as far-reaching as that of an important
industrialist. The American public may not see him, but that makes
the racketeer's power for evil in our society even greater. Lacking
thc direct confrontation with the racketeer, the AmeJcan citizen failsto see the reason for ararm, The reason, crecidedry, exists. The
financial cost of organized crime is not limited to the vast illicit
profits of gambling or narcotics. when the racketeers bore their way
into legitimate business, the cost is borne by the public. when theinfiItration is into labor rerations, the racketeer's cut is paid by
bigher wages and higher prices-in other words, by the public.
when the racketeer bribes local officials and secures immunity from

exacted by comrpt law enforcement_in-
aid, again, by the public. In short, organized

mc n t offi c e rs . r r 
",",, b"' 1l:" :,,t-: ii ";T'."il TJi# i,-,T;

citizen."

Rospnr F. KeNNnuy

(Kennedy's writlng was published whlr-e Bruno was boss. )
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Premises 934 Snyder Avenue...

(a) Has significant character, interest or var-ue as part of
th,r development, hr:rj_tagre cr cultural_ cltaracteristics of the
City, Cr)mmonwealth or Nation or is associated wit:h the life of
a perscn signif icant Ln i:he past.

The Development of organized crime Law Enforcement:

org'a;rizerl crlme hzrs fe;srr a bifurcaterl sui:j ect, split be-
tween the theorists (s,;ciologists and cri-mi-nol-ogists) and those
reJ-ying mcre r)n fact (historlarrs and r-aw enforceme;rt). what br>th
agreed orr,, howr:ver, is thart wrratever the origins, organized crime
relies upon corruption of the raw arrd those wiLhin the raw] rn
the twentieth cent.uryr tht: organized or "sy,rrdicated,, gfroups of
individuals inv,.:l_rzed Ln organized crim() were notably rn tire urba.n
'areas and '>f eastern or southern European ancesr:ries who rlame r-o
the United StaLes mainly from 1BB0 to 1920. Arthr>ugh raw enfo,:ce_
ment provided a name for the eastern iruropean'; as the ,'Jewish i4ob',
thos': of Ttal-ian a'rd sicilian ancestry were typed as ,,G;:eas,grs,,
mainly f rom non-criminar sources - And A:ege'l-o rlruiro !/as o,:iginally
reported by the Philadi:lphia Police,r-n tire early 195i)s as 1:art r:fthe "Greaser Gang" here, with his close assoc,'iations with eastern
Europr:ans, as wer-r as witir oversea-; ties in business vcnrures.

fnterest in Brunor ds part of the t'Greaser Gang,, derived
from informants, usualry neighborhood resident-s who had observed
the habits of the ganqsters. Thus, from about i95.1 when the Ke-fauver crime committee held hearings in phil_adeJ.phia, the names of
:"_1"_11_1_a:1{' members and "Jewj-sh" mobsters prevaired as those

'Among the early theorists in o.c. wereAJ-an A. BlocK, -who 
w.,.th W.illiam Cirarnb_lii\cw Yr.>.rl<.: Elser'i+r , 1)ni 

"

pertn St_a:ie Uni_versi ty,s
ss rvrote Organizing Crime



-1 2-

who had relationships with staff in the police department, courts
and judiciary. Nel-Ii wrote: "First the Kefauver Crime Commlttee
in 1951 emphasized the role of ltal-ians and publicized the alleged
existence of a nation-wide crime syndicate known as the Mafi a.,'2
rn Philadelphia, the Kefauver hearings centerecl on corruptlon of
police with one officer committj-ng suicide rather than testify.3
Gambling, grraft (pay-offs) and gifts to court_ and police personner
were revealed as part of underworld's successes;, along with thelocal press' benign accounts to a confused pub.Lj_c.

Although the FBr's fite on Angelo Bruno had not been compiJ-ed
untl] about 1957 r my reguest for the FBr fi.le .f peter casel_l_a
provided sufficient information that in 1953, Bruno, living at
934 snyder Avenue, was part of this,'Greaser Gang,,and slgnlficant
for l-aw enforcement to continue to observe his activities. (see
attached copies in Appendix rr.) The FBr's information came dir-
ectry from the philadelphia pol-ice's "secret,, or "specj_ar squad,,
who reported to Pol-ice Commissioner Thomas Gibbons, who previously
had assisted in the Kefauver hearings.

A serj-es of deaths and long incarcerat j-ons of maj or ,,Greaser
Ganq" members in phiraderphia left an opening for Angero Bruno to
appeal to the New York commission that oversaw LCN operations in
the United States. Bruno was then given the rank of the,,boss,,or
representative of the LcN Family that extended mainly from phila-
delphia to the southern part of New Jersey. under Bruno, this
area could have gone as far as Atlantic city, then an,,open,,sit-e
for any Family to control. Bruno reached this rank i_n January of
1959, according to my analysis and information from LCN members.
r had published this information in Before Bruno and How He Becarne
Boss (Buchanan, 2005)t' the first biography of the cri-me boss.
Humbert I'Jel-ri The Business of crime. Chicago: univ.Press, 1 97 6 , p. 261 . Estes Kefauver ( 1 903 _l gAZ) chaSenate committee investigating organj_zed crime.
Peter Buf fum and Rita Sagrj , "phiradelphia: poriticsRetreat" in Heinz, Jacob"and Lineberry (Eds.)rCrimetics. l,ly: Longman, 19g3, p. 103.

of Chicago
ired the U.S"

of Reform and
in City poli-
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orqanized criminal activities in other sectors of American
life was made pubric in the u.s. senate heari-ngs herd by senator
John Mccl-e1l-an from 1956. counsel included Robert F. Kennedy.
These queries incl-uded testimony from LCN defector Joseph valachi
who in 1963 did identify a "Mafia'r called ,'La cosa Nostra,, with
a commission and hierarchy controlring numerous tegal as wer_r as
illegal industries, including narcotics distribution throughout
the United states.n 

"o 
that tlme, the u.s. Department of the Trea_

sury's Narcotics bureau had already included Angelo Bruno of g34
snyder Avenue as one of those in phlladetphia that had associa_
tions with ilregal narcotics buyers (such as peter caser_ra). This
federal record on Bruno estabr-ished his deflned rofer Ers opposed
to what the news media has published to the contrary,: Lhat he.,,,ras
'iag,aih'st d.rugrs. "5 The Treasury,s list of Bruno n s ,,Associates,, is
o-ne of members invol-ved in i1legal narcotics, under Bruno's author-
ity at that time and reporting to hlm on their drug activities.
{See Appendix rr. ) He was living then at g34 ,snyder Avenue.

Law enforcement not onry was watching Bruno, but they afso
were listening to him through efectric surveirrances on telephones.
Brunors conversations with Trenton, New Jersey boss, samuel DeCav_
al-cante in 1961 firmly set hls ror_e, rank and power among those in
the united states LCN network. (Appendix rr--strike Force,,History.,,)
Yet, with the increasing number of indictments brought by federal_
offices, it was not until then-Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy
lnitiated "organized crime" units at every level of l_aw enforcement
and then had J-awyers craft law--very complex, yet comprehensive law__

L-U.S. Congress, Senate, "Organized CrimeNarcotics: Hearings Before the permanent
gatj_ons of the Commj_ttee on Governmental
ment Prlnting Office, 1963)for reference.
-This was often qucte,_d from Brunobut it was apparently said to depublic image as nothing more thararely was convicted of any crim

and rllicit Traffic in
Subcommittee on Investl_
Operatives'J (U. S. Govern_
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to addresss organized crime's pervasive erctivitie's. The president's
Task Force made recommendations on this sipecific type of entity
in 1967; the Phlladelphia "organized cri-me strike Forcer" one of
the nation's first offices resuJ-ting from these recommendations,
was formed by August of 1968. rn 1970, ','The organized crime con_
tror Act" became law with the progress of the units. Notably,
the Actrs Title IX, known more as "The Racketeer-rnfl-uenced and
corrupt organizations" statute (Rrco), wa.s applled the most, fol_
Iowed by Title vrrr that impacted gamblin.g, one of organized crime,s
fundamental- sources of income because of its inflltration into
the sports industries. organized crime prosecutors often coordin-
ated investlgations with other agencies which, durj-ng Angelo Bruno,s
years as boss, tried cases within their jurisdictionsr dS wj-th,n-
reported incomes under the rnternar Revenue service; possessingr
irlegal firearms (Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms); and wlth the new
Drug Enforcement Administration. Al-1 of these agencies garned the
most prominence in that 1960 to 1980 period while Bruno was boss.

The news media had not publicized criminals in organized crim<:
until the Kefauver, then Mccfel-Ian hearings brought tel-evision and
reporters into courtrooms. Art then began to imitate this part of
American life reveal-ed more wlth the Kennedy brothers' very vocar
threats against gangsters. Angelo Bruno's FBI fil-e is part of the
John F' Kennedy Assassination Records coll-ection at the National
Archives, spanning the years "1957 to 1969" when he was living at
934 snyder Avenue. (See Appendix rr: Jury 130 2oo0 r_etter to Mo_
rel-lo from NARA. ) r had not researched these volumesn but the
Bruno-Kennedy association was warranted. for archivists to create
this file separate from the FBrrs "organi-zed crime,,category.
This is signiflcantly important and probably a singular position
for a Philadefphi-an's criminar record to be herd perpetually__r
do not know of any other indlvidual who has,,ereven boxes,,of his
personal information in this context at the National Archives.
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Bruno was shot dead in the passenger seat of his auto-
mobire, in front of 934 snyder Avenue on March 21,1980.o iIe
was 70 years o]d, but stil-l- of interest to law enforcement be_
cause he remained as "boss" and actlve in itlegar operations.
During his years at 934 snyder Avenue, and despite how every
fevel of l-aw enforcement had verified accounts of Bruno's iflicit
sources of j-ncome, the news media assigned the "Gentre Don,, and
"Docife Don" names to gramorize him, unr_ike what was written on
him as a member of the "Greaser Gang." Thus, the popuiar press
had ( and continues ) to propagandize the "man of the house,, at
934 snyder Avenue benignly despite the evidence that Bruno did
decide who would rive and who would die, corrupting the most
mainstream aspects of ordinary Americans'rives. The three levels o:[
l-aw enforcement acted independently, yet had corroborated proof
that Brunors l-ife and rlfestyre were indeed cause for the vo]umes
of reports conserved at the National Archives.

Brunors residence at g34 snyder Avenue merits historicar
designation per criterion (a) for his nationar_ rore, from his
l-ocal venue overseeing underworfd activities that advanced our
faw enforcement's opposltion to organized crj_me.

January | 201 6

Submitted by:

Cel-este A. Morefl_o, MS, MAHistorian & Crimino]oqist
Author of Before gruno: The Historyof the philadelphia Mafia

stanfa, the mason who did the afterati_ons at the facade of g34snyder Avenue' was Brunors driver on the night Bruno was kirred.stanfa was wounded, then fl_ed the commonwear_th.Stanfa was l-ater apprehendga, imprisoned, then became ,,boss,,.He is currentry serving a riie tlrm ,rnJ"r Rrco viofations.
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U.S. Department of Justice

United Sntes Attomey
Eastern District of Pewtsylvania

Nchqd P. Bqren
(215) lsr-5395

RE: Celeste Morello

bcc: ' Cel este lloreI lo

615 Cha;outt Sr:ea.
Suiu 1250
Philod.lphiq Pansylvania I 9 I 06JJ7 6
(215) 451-52m Fs et5) t|r-Sffis

August 26,7996

Sincerely,

I am writing to confirm that Celeste Morello has been a lecturer in the United
States Attorney Summer Intern l-ecture series. Each year, the lecture series provides lawstudents with information about the practice of lawiin-the federal court system. Featured
speakers include r9$r.a judges, Prosecutors, agents and defense attorneys who discuss avariety of topics with the students. Ms. MoreU-o tras been a part of this iecture series
since 1993' She discusses with students the cultural and historical roots of organized
crime in Philadelphia.

If you need further information about the lectuie series, please contact me at vourconvenience.

Assistant United States Attornev
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