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5. BOUNDARY 
 
The parcel is located at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue, on the south side of Lancaster Avenue 
between N. 36th and N. 37th Streets in the Greenville section of West Philadelphia. 
 
Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of the Southeasterly side of N. 37th Street with 
the Southwesterly side of Lancaster Avenue; thence extending along the Southwesterly side of 
Lancaster Avenue the distance of 296.104 feet to a point on the Northwesterly side of N. 36th 
Street; thence extending south along the Northwesterly side of N. 36th Street the distance of 
66.194 feet to a point; thence extending  West parallel to Lancaster Avenue the distance 60.396 
feet to a point; thence extending South perpendicular to Lancaster Avenue the distance of 19 
feet to a point; thence extending West parallel to Lancaster Avenue the distance of 27.667 to a 
point; thence extending South perpendicular to Lancaster Avenue the distance of 31 feet to a 
point; thence extending west  parallel to Lancaster Avenue the distance of 54 feet to a point on 
the head of a 5 feet wide alley; thence extending North crossing the head of the alley a distance 
of 5 feet to a point on the Northeasterly side of the alley; thence extending along the 
Northeasterly side of the alley the distance of 163.865 feet to a point; thence South crossing the 
bed of the alley the distance of 5 feet to a point; thence extending West parallel to Lancaster 
Avenue the distance of 18.135 to a point on the Southeasterly side of N. 37th Street; thence 
extending North along the Southeasterly side of N. 37th Street the distance of 110 feet to the 
point of beginning. Being known as Parcel No. 056N03-0149, Office of Property Assessment 
Account No. 881111200. 
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6. DESCRIPTION 
 
This row of primarily three-story red brick rowhouses with first floor storefronts and rear ells was 
constructed between the late 1860s and the early 1880s in the Italianate style. 
 

 
Aerial view of 3600 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue looking south, 2014. 
 

 
Aerial view of 3600 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue looking north, 2014. 
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3600 Lancaster Avenue 
Three-story, three-register red brick building with first floor storefront. Two over two double hung 
segmental arch windows at second and third stories, with plywood infill at several locations. 
First floor refaced with tan brick, circa 1955. Original bracketed wood cornice at roof. East 
façade: Recent one story tented addition. Wood projecting bay at second story. Circa 1875. 
 

 
 

 
3600 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3602-04 Lancaster Avenue 
Pair of three-story brick buildings, commercial first floor with two paired doors to each building. 
Original bracketed wood cornices above first floor and at roof. Bay windows at second and third 
floor with one over one double hung segmental arch windows and decorative wood paneling 
below. Circa 1875. 
 

 
3602-04 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3602-04 Lancaster Avenue storefronts, April 2015  
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3606 Lancaster Avenue 
Three-story red brick rowhouse with commercial first floor front which was altered and refaced 
with yellow brick circa 1940. Two over two double hung segmental arch windows at second and 
third stories. Cornice retains original brackets, decorative soffit and fascia. Constructed prior to 
1872. 
  

 
3606 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3608 Lancaster Avenue 
Three-story brick rowhouse with first floor commercial front. Original wood cornice and frame of 
storefront intact. Two over two double hung square-head windows with prominent stone lintels 
at second and third stories. Double bracketed cornice. Later construction, circa 1885. 
 

 
3608 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3610 Lancaster Avenue 
Three-story brick rowhouse with first floor commercial front which was refaced with yellow brick 
circa 1930. Two over two double hung segmental arch windows at second stories. Third story 
sash replaced with one over one vinyl windows in historic frame. Original wood modillioned 
cornice with decorative soffit and fascia intact. Constructed prior to 1872. 
 

 
3610 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3612-28 Lancaster Avenue 
Development of three-story brick rowhouses with commercial first floor fronts; shared single 
incised wood cornice; two over two double hung segmental arch windows with stone lintels at 
second and third stories. 3618, 3620, 3626, 3628 have original wood commercial first floor 
cornice intact. Other storefronts refaced circa 1930s – 1940s. Constructed 1877. 
 

 
3616-22 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3612 (partial red awning) – 3626 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
 

 
3624-28 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3630 Lancaster Avenue 
Four-story version of 3612-28 brick row. Corner entrance storefront with shop window on each 
façade, cast iron column and bracketed cornice above entrance. Two over two double hung 
segmental arch windows with stone lintels at second story. Third and fourth story windows 
replaced with one over one vinyl. Original modillioned cornice intact. West façade: Six panel 
door with transom entrance. Wood projecting bay at second story. Windows are of various pane 
configurations, rectangular frames with stone lintels. Constructed 1877. 
 

  
3630 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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3630 Lancaster Avenue, April 2015 
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7. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The row of buildings at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue is a significant historic resource that merits 
designation by the Philadelphia Historical Commission and inclusion on the Philadelphia 
Register of Historic Places. The row of buildings satisfies Criteria for Designation a, c, h, and j 
as enumerated in Section 14-1004 of the Philadelphia Code. The row: 
 

(a) Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or 
cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth, or nation or is associated with the life 
of a person significant in the past; 
(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by a distinctive architectural style; 
(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an 
established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or City; and, 
(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historical heritage of the 
community. 

 
The row of three and four-story, brick, mixed-use, commercial and residential buildings on the 
south side of the 3600-block of Lancaster Avenue was constructed in 1870s and 1880s, as the 
City of Philadelphia was expanding from its urban core outward at a frenetic pace. The 
significant structure at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue is one of West Philadelphia’s best surviving 
examples of the basic building block, the brick row, with which the nineteenth-century industrial 
metropolis was constructed. Retaining an extremely high level of integrity, the intact row typifies 
and exemplifies the expansion of the city after the Civil War and tells us much about the 
development of the city's built environment. The brick row, which is currently consolidated into 
one tax parcel, is comprised of 16 individual row buildings. Although the buildings were 
constructed individually and in groups over more than a decade, they all share the Italianate 
architectural style and reflect the environment in an era characterized by that style. The brick 
buildings join together to create a larger whole that is an established and familiar visual feature 
of the neighborhood, community, and city. The development of the row over a relatively short 
period of time at a significant point in the city’s history permits the row to aptly represent the 
economic and architectural heritage of the community. Also, buildings in the row are associated 
with the lives of persons significant in the past, including a prominent painter and a notorious 
fugitive criminal. Owing to its multi-faceted historical and architectural significance, the row 
warrants listing on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places and the protection of the 
Philadelphia Historical Commission. 
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ANTEBELLUM WEST PHILADELPHIA 
 

 
Detail from Thomas Holme, Map of improved part of Pensilvania in America, divided into 
counties, townships and lotts., 1681. 
 
 

 
Detail from N. Scull and G. Heap, A Map of Philadelphia and Parts Adjacent, c. 1750. 
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When William Penn and his Surveyor General Thomas Holme laid out Philadelphia in the late 
seventeenth century, they designated the area where the row of brick buildings now stands in 
West Philadelphia as Liberty Lands. Penn distributed the Liberty Lands, 16,000 acres to the 
north and west of the city, to the First Purchasers of city plots. The section of the Liberty Lands 
where the brick row would be constructed became known as Blockley Township as early as 
1705. In the eighteenth century, Blockley Township, which was separated from Philadelphia by 
the Schuylkill River, was thinly populated. A handful of private ferries linked the countryside to 
the city to the east. The area was crossed by country roads leading west and south and dotted 
by occasional farms. In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, wealthy Philadelphians 
led by John Bartram and Andrew Hamilton established large estates on the west bank of the 
Schuylkill River. Samuel Powel purchased his estate in what is now called Powelton Village in 
1775. William Bingham, a member of the Continental Congress and a US Senator, established 
an estate to the north of Powell. John Penn resided at Solitude, which still stands at the 
Philadelphia Zoo. The George and Peters families resided in grand houses on generous tracts 
of land to the north and west, overlooking the Schuylkill. 
 

 
Detail from Charles P. Varle, New Plan of the City and its Environs, 1802. 
  
 



18 
 

 
Detail from John Hills, Plan of the City of Philadelphia and Environs, 1808. 
 
At the very end of the eighteenth century and into the nineteenth century, investments in 
infrastructure opened West Philadelphia for development. In 1791, the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania incorporated the Philadelphia & Lancaster Turnpike Company. In 1795, the 
turnpike company, led by Blockley resident William Bingham, opened the first modern highway 
in America, linking the west bank of the Schuylkill at Market Street with the agricultural heartland 
of Pennsylvania and beyond. Paved with crushed stone, the road on the line of what is now 
known as Lancaster Avenue was a primary component in the city's commercial engine in the 
days before canals and railroads. In 1802, geographer and engineer Charles P. Varle published 
a map of Philadelphia titled "New Plan of the City and its Environs." The map accurately 
depicted the city east of the Schuylkill, but projected an idealized plan for the development of 
West Philadelphia, indicating that Philadelphians were already looking westward and imagining 
the expansion of their city beyond the Schuylkill. In 1805, a bridge, known as the Permanent 
Bridge or Middle Ferry Bridge, was constructed across the Schuylkill at Market Street, 
eliminating a ferry and making travel to West Philadelphia much easier and more reliable. A few 
years later, in 1812, a second bridge was constructed across the Schuylkill. Designed by 
engineer Lewis Wernwag, the wooden bridge at Spring Garden Street was the longest single-
span bridge in the world. Real estate development quickly followed the improvements in 
transportation. In 1808, William Hamilton began subdividing part of his family's estate south of 
Market Street as Hamilton Village, which developed into Philadelphia’s first suburb. To the north 
of Market Street, Judge Richard Peters, who owned large tracts of land around his estate, 
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Belmont, advertised plans to subdivide parts of his estate and build houses in 1809. And 
developer John Britton Jr. announced that he would sell lots in Mantua for suburban home 
building in 1813. Although the suburban development of West Philadelphia launched slowly, 
Hamiltonville south of Market and Mantua Village north of Market had emerged as fledgling 
suburban communities by the 1830s. 
 

 
Detail from H.R. Campbell, engraver; Lehman and Duval, Plan of the West Philadelphia 
Railroad, 1835. 
 
In the 1830s, the first railroad tracks were laid in West Philadelphia, beginning a century-long 
period when railroads would have an enormous influence on the area’s development. By 1834, 
the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad ran from its terminus in the city at Broad and Vine Streets, 
crossed the Schuylkill at the Columbia Bridge, and ran up an inclined plane at the Belmont 
Plateau, and then out of Philadelphia County west to Columbia, Pennsylvania on the 
Susquehanna River. A spur was planned in 1835 to run along the Lancaster Turnpike in West 
Philadelphia between the Middle Ferry Bridge over the Schuylkill at Market Street and the 
Montgomery County line, but was only constructed from the county line east to 52nd Street 
before the project collapsed. The rail line proposed in 1835 would have run very close to the 
property in question and the uncertainty surrounding the incomplete rail line between 1835 and 
1850 may have stunted the development of the property. The S.M. Rea & J. Miller Map of the 
Blockley Township, dating to about 1850, shows the railroad spur terminating at 52nd Street. 
Interestingly, it also shows several buildings on the north side of Lancaster Avenue and the 
south side of Warren Street east of 52nd Street, but few in the area between Lancaster and 
Warren. In 1850, the Philadelphia & Columbia Railroad abandoned the inclined plane when the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania constructed new tracks into the city from the west along what is 
now known as the Main Line. The relocation of the rail right-of-way from the area around 
Lancaster Avenue to its current location to the north in 1850 removed one stumbling block to the 
development of the property in question. The Pennsylvania Railroad purchased the railroad line 
from the Commonwealth in 1857 and opened its first station at 30th Street in 1864. Over the next 
seven decades, the Pennsylvania Railroad would greatly expand its facilities in West 
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Philadelphia, creating one of the country's largest terminals and yards and influencing 
development throughout West Philadelphia. 
 

 
Detail from S.M. Rea & J. Miller, Map of the Blockley Township, Including all Public Places, c. 
1850. 
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Detail from Charles Ellet, Jr., A Map of the County of Philadelphia from Actual Survey, 1843. 
 

 
Detail from J.C Sidney, Map of the Circuit of 10 Miles Around Philadelphia, 1847. 



22 
 

As the city’s population swelled and improvements in transportation linked the east and west 
banks of the Schuylkill, West Philadelphia witnessed tremendous growth in the first half of the 
nineteenth century. The population grew from 1,424 in 1790 to 7,553 in 1840 to 13,265 in 1850, 
but most of the construction occurred to the south of the property in question at Hamiltonville 
and to the north at Mantua and later Powelton, which was being carved out of the Powel family 
estate. By 1843, the area around the triangle of land formed by Lancaster Turnpike and Market 
Street (known as Washington Street at the time) out west to about the line of 39th Street was 
known as Greenville. Just east of the last tollgate on the turnpike, Greenville was infamous as a 
rowdy section, where cattle drovers coming into Philadelphia along Lancaster Pike from 
agricultural communities in central Pennsylvania and beyond, even as far as Ohio, rested and 
watered their cattle before taking them to slaughterhouses along the west bank of the Schuylkill. 
Watering holes for the drovers included the Butchers & Drovers Tavern, Lamb Tavern, 
Ludwick’s, and Durham Ox on Lancaster Pike. The taverns provided drove yards for the cattle. 
Owing to the need for open land for the cattle and to the noxious nature of the activities in the 
taverns and drove yards, suburban development occurred more slowly in Greenville than in the 
surrounding areas.1 
 

 
Detail from Samuel L. Smedley, Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 1862 (site outlined). 
 
In 1844, West Philadelphia Borough, which included the site at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue, was 
erected out of Blockley Township. In 1850, evidencing growth, West Philadelphia Borough was 
enlarged and divided into three wards; the land on which the row would be constructed was 
located in the 1st Ward. In 1851 and 1852, West Philadelphia was created and then incorporated 
as a District. In 1854, West Philadelphia District was consolidated into the City of Philadelphia. 
The property in question has been located in the 24th Ward since 1854, even though numerous 
new wards were carved out of sections of the 24th Ward as the population grew. In the summer 
of 1858, the West Philadelphia Passenger Railroad opened for business, with tracks for horse-
drawn omnibuses running along Market Street from 3rd Street in Old City to 41st Street in West 
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Philadelphia, then north to a depot at Haverford Avenue, and then along Haverford to the city’s 
western boundary. Later that year, the Philadelphia & Darby Railroad Company began running 
along Darby Road (now Woodland Avenue) and the Hestonville, Mantua & Fairmount 
Passenger Railway began running across the bridge at Spring Garden Street and then along 
Lancaster Pike.  In 1866, a bridge was constructed across the Schuylkill at Chestnut Street with 
tracks for the Philadelphia City Passenger Railway. A bridge was constructed across the 
Schuylkill at Girard Avenue in the mid 1870s. With easy access to the ever expanding city, West 
Philadelphia’s population grew tremendously after the Civil War, from 23,738 in 1860 to 44,317 
in 1870, to 69,404 in 1880, to 99,182 in 1890, to 148,548 in 1900. 
 
 
EARLY OWNERSHIP OF THE PROPERTY AT 3600-30 LANCASTER AVENUE 
 
The land upon which the brick row stands was part of a 50-¼ acre, 15 perch parcel sold by 
Caesar Roach to Tench Francis and Thomas Willing on 6 June 1765.2 The deed passing the 
property from Roach to Francis and Willing charted the exchange of the property “on the West 
side of the Schuylkill and within the Liberties of Philadelphia” from the Proprietor William Penn 
on 17 June 1693 to George Wilcox and a series of subsequent owners leading to Roach, a 
slave trader from the island of Antigua.3 Willing was a merchant and partner of Robert Morris, a 
delegate to the Continental Congress, president of the Bank of North America, and the first 
president of the First National Bank of the United States. He was elected Mayor of Philadelphia 
in 1763 and appointed to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in 1767. His daughters married 
prominent men including William Bingham and Richard Peters, both of whom owned estates in 
Blockley. Francis, who was married to Willing’s sister Ann, was a merchant, lawyer, and agent 
for the family of William Penn and the first cashier of the Bank of North America. On 4 October 
1794, Willing passed his share of the property to Thomas Willing Francis. On 1 January 1799, 
Tench Francis and Thomas Willing Francis sold the 50-¼ acre, 15 perch parcel to Samuel 
Blodget the Younger for £1,500.4 
 
Blodget was a real estate speculator as well as a founding partner of the Insurance Company of 
North America and an amateur architect, best known for the design of the Bank of the United 
States building on S. 3rd Street in Philadelphia. By 1792, Blodget was involved in the 
development of the new Federal City, Washington D.C., where he began speculating in real 
estate and promoting a national university, schemes that ultimately led him into bankruptcy, 
imprisonment, and an obscure death. Blodget was married to Rebecca Smith, the second 
daughter of the Reverend William Smith, the first provost of the College of Philadelphia, which 
became the University of Pennsylvania. Smith, like his son-in-law, was an avid real estate 
speculator and is best known in that regard for establishing the town of Huntingdon in western 
Pennsylvania, where he acquired about 70,000 acres. Smith overextended himself with the 
project and eventually went bankrupt from the speculation.5 Blodget quickly conveyed the 50-¼ 
acre, 15 perch parcel to Thomas McEwen, Thomas Hale, and William Davidson of the banking 
house of McEwen, Hale & Davidson, nominally for $10,000, on 22 July 1799.6 The property was 
conveyed to the banking house to cover debts Blodget owed the bankers and others. McEwen, 
Hale & Davidson held the property in trust for Blodget, managing it and paying the taxes until 
1814, by which time they had sold off portions to cover the debts and their costs. During the 
period of trusteeship, Blodget and his family lived on the property in a “mansionhouse with out-
buildings,” which he had begun to construct but had not completed at his death in 1814. In 
1830, Blodget’s heirs filed a federal lawsuit against the banking house, claiming that it had 
mismanaged the trust. Document filed in the lawsuit describe “Blodjet’s” mansion as 
“uninclosed, wholly unproductive, [and] unsaleable” in 1799, but completed by the trust, “partly 
in his lifetime, and partly after his death” according to “plans of improvements” provided by 
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“Blodjet.”7 Blodget’s “mansionhouse” has not survived and its location on the 50-¼ acre, 15 
perch parcel that was later named Greenville is unknown. 
 
 

 
Detail from J.C. Sidney, Map of the City of Philadelphia together with all the surrounding 
Districts, 1849. 
 
In 1817, Rebecca Blodget, Samuel Blodget's widow, entered into an agreement with William 
Fennell to purchase the property in question at sheriff’s sale and transfer it to a trust managed 
by John Britton and James H. Dundas to cover some of her deceased husband’s and father’s 
debts.8 Fennell was born in Ireland about 1761.9 Fennell’s wife Mary, who was born on 20 July 
1771, was the sister of wealthy merchant Henry Pratt, who owned the Lemon Hill estate 
overlooking the Schuylkill. Dundas was the son of Pratt’s second wife, Elizabeth Dundas, 
making him Fennell’s nephew by marriage. After Fennell’s death, the property passed from a 
trust managed by James Dundas and Andrew D. Cash to Mary Fennel, Fennell’s wife, in 1841. 
The deed not only conveyed title of the property to Mary Fennell, it also confirmed the platting of 
the area known as Greenville into a subdivision known as Greenville Estate.10 Unfortunately, 
many sections of the deed are illegible, obscuring the details of the platting for suburban 
development, but an 1839 map drawn by surveyor Nathan Suplee, titled "A Plan of Greenville 
Situate on the west side of the River Schuylkill in the Borough of West Philadelphia," provides 
some details.11 The property passed from Mary Fennell to her eight children upon her death; 
and then from the eight children to one sibling, William Fennell, for $16,000 in 1850.12 The 
younger William Fennell had purchased other parcels at Greenville Estate for $1,200 from Mary 
Roberts in 1845.13 Despite some early construction at Greenville Estate, the parcel bounded by 
Lancaster Avenue and 36th, 37th, and Warren Streets, the site in question, remained 
undeveloped. It sat in the hands of the Fennells, father, mother, then son, and their trustees for 
50 years, waiting for the right moment for development. Artist D.J. Kennedy's “Northeast Corner 
of 35th Street and Lancaster Avenue in 1853,” a watercolor painting, shows that the land around 
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the site in question was still largely open and undeveloped at the midpoint of the nineteenth 
century. 
 
 

 
Detail from Nathan Suplee, Plan of the Streets in the Borough of West Philadelphia, 1847. 
 
 

 
D.J. Kennedy, “Northeast Corner of 35th Street and Lancaster Avenue in 1853.” 
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF 3600-30 LANCASTER AVENUE 
 
By the end of the Civil War, the Philadelphia & Lancaster Turnpike had been rendered obsolete 
by the railroads. The section of the turnpike within the City of Philadelphia was sold to the 
Hestonville, Mantua & Fairmount Passenger Railway for $10,000 in 1867 and then turned over 
to the City. The days of cattle drives on the turnpike were over as well. The drovers’ taverns and 
yards along Lancaster Turnpike closed as livestock was now primarily transported by rail. The 
Pennsylvania Railroad and the Philadelphia Stock Yard Company opened an enormous meat 
packing plant with yards along the Schuylkill River north of Market Street. No longer filled with 
cows and their rowdy drovers, but instead surrounded by new suburban neighborhoods, the 
Greenville section of West Philadelphia was ripe for redevelopment. 
 
 

 
Philadelphia Stock Yard Co's Abattoir and Pennsylvania Railroad Stock Yards, 30th and Market 
Streets at the Schuylkill River, constructed in 1875, depicted in 1877. 
 
On 10 February 1865, William Fennell, a prominent businessman, retired from his decades-long 
position as the Registrar of the Philadelphia Gas Works. About that time, he and colleague John 
Murta, also an executive at the Gas Works, formed Fennell & Murta, a brick manufactory at 47th 
and Lombard Streets in West Philadelphia.14 Like so many businessmen of his era, Fennell also 
speculated on real estate on the side. In 1867, Fennell, whose father had acquired the property 
at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue 50 years earlier to settle debts, began to develop the parcel. 
 
Fennell sold his first lot for development on the south side of the 3600-block of the former 
turnpike, 3610 Lancaster Avenue, to Thomas Coleman on 1 July 1867 for $1. Coleman agreed 
to pay an annual rent of $108 to Fennell and to erect a “good and substantial brick or stone 
dwelling of sufficient value to secure the said yearly rent.” Fennell agreed to let Coleman buy 
out his interest in the property at any time for $1,800.15 Coleman constructed the required 
building before 1872, when it appeared on the Hopkins Atlas of West Philadelphia.16 The 
building is a three-story row building with a storefront at the ground floor and brick façade with 
arched two-over-two windows above. Although it has lost its original storefront, it retains its 
handsome Italianate façade including the cornice with brackets and plaques. Thomas Coleman, 
the original owner of the building, was an engineer living nearby at 3709 Warren Street in 1867. 
He was an engineer with the Pennsylvania Railroad living at 3610 Lancaster with his wife, five 
daughters, and several boarders in 1870. Coleman was unemployed, formerly an engineer with 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, in 1880, living with his wife, two daughters, and their husbands. 
Coleman was operating a liquor store out of his home at 3610 Lancaster in 1887. In 1887, his 
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son, Thomas Coleman Jr., was a conductor for the Pennsylvania Railroad living at 3610 
Lancaster. By 1890, Coleman was widowed, living with his widowed daughter, her children, and 
a boarder. 
 
William Fennell sold two lots, 3606 and 3608 Lancaster Avenue, to John F. Miller on 26 April 
1869, two years after the Coleman deal. Unfortunately, the original deed for the property is 
unavailable.17 Miller erected a house at 3606 that appears on the 1872 map. The building at 
3606 is very similar to the building at 3610, erected by Thomas Coleman at about the same 
time. It is a three-story row building with a storefront at the ground floor and brick façade with 
arched two-over-two windows above. Although it has lost its original storefront, it retains its 
handsome Italianate façade including the cornice with brackets and rosettes. The lot at 3608 
appears vacant in J.D. Scott’s West Philadelphia Atlas of 1878, but appears developed in 
William G. Baist's West Philadelphia Atlas of 1886. The building at 3608 is a three-story row 
building with a storefront at the ground floor and brick façade with square-head two-over-two 
windows above. It has a simple, bracketed Italianate cornice. The lots at 3606 and 3608 were 
subdivided from one another in the years after World War I.18 Little is known about John F. 
Miller, the original owner of 3606 and 3608 Lancaster Avenue, but he was a member of the 
Twenty-fourth section Board of Directors of the Board of Public Education in 1871.19 By 1900, 
painter J. Harry Saylor and his wife and daughter lived at 3606 Lancaster. That year, plumber 
James Webster and his sons, a plumber and a brick layer, and his daughters, a bookkeeper and 
a salesgirl, lived at 3608 Lancaster. 
 
 

 
Detail from G.M. Hopkins, Atlas of the 24th and 27th Wards, West Philadelphia, 1872 (site 
outlined). 
 
William Fennell sold three lots from his holdings on the block for development, 3600, 3602, and 
3604, to Alban B. Thomas for $6,000 on 24 November 1874.20 Thomas constructed three 
buildings in keeping with the earlier development of the block by 1878, when they appeared on 
Scott’s Atlas of West Philadelphia. The three are three-story, Italianate, brick buildings with 
ornate ground-floor storefronts. The building at 3600 has arched two-over-two windows at the 
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upper floors. The buildings at 3602 and 3604 have projecting bays at the upper floors. All three 
have ornate bracketed cornices. Thomas resided at 3920 Chestnut Street, not on Lancaster 
Avenue, and must have rented the investment buildings to tenants. He started life as a 
coachman, then became a blacksmith, and ran a feed and flour company later in life. Like John 
F. Miller, he was a member of the Board of Directors of the Board of Public Education. Grocer 
Aaron M. Neil, his wife and father, as well as his brother, a grocery clerk, lived at 3600 
Lancaster in 1880. John McCartney, an oil dealer, and his wife, children, and stepchildren lived 
two doors down, at 3604 Lancaster. By 1900, Frank Festermaeker, a cigar and tobacco dealer, 
his wife, three children, and three boarders lived at 3604. 
 
 

 
3602 Lancaster Avenue, J.K. Lee Smith Real Estate Office, 1926. Courtesy of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania. 
 
Real estate speculator William Fennell died on 17 August 1876 before he could commit the 
entirety of the block between Lancaster and Warren and 36th and 37th for development. On 19 
October 1877, the executors of Fennell’s estate transferred a large parcel comprising 3612 to 
3628 Lancaster Avenue to real estate developer and speculator James A.L. Wilson for $24,000, 
who would develop the parcel on behalf of the estate.21 The next day, 20 October 1877, Wilson 
transferred the property to carpenter William Mitchell and builder John McHugh with $37,950 in 
five-year mortgages and explicit instructions to erect nine houses on Lancaster Avenue and 11 
houses on Warren Street (as shown in the plan below).22 
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James A.L. Wilson, Plan for Lancaster Avenue and Warren Street Houses, 1878. 
 
The deed transferring the property from Wilson to Mitchell and McHugh included an extremely 
detailed agreement included specifications for the new construction (see appendix). The 
agreement stipulated that each of the nine buildings on Lancaster Avenue would be a “good and 
substantial three story brick store and dwelling house to contain eleven rooms … all to be 
erected on or before April 1, 1878.” The houses on Lancaster were to have front facades of 
“dark cherry dressed brick of uniform color laid in white mortar," and marble steps and door and 
window trim. The front windows were to have “four lights to a window” and “three light basement 
windows.” All other facades were to be "good dark stretcher bricks laid in bar sand mortar." “All 
rear windows to have plank frames and show sills.” The roofs were to be painted tin. The 
sidewalks were to be brick herringbone pattern on gravel. The agreement specified every 
aspect of the construction from the structural design to the details about the interior finishing 
including flooring, plastering, and ornaments. It also required that the builders insure the 
structures for their full value. The agreement included the following payment schedule: 
 
When the first floor of joists is laid and walls squared up  $260 
When the second floor of joists is laid and walls squared up $225 
When the third floor of joists is laid and the walls squared up $230 
When roofed in and enclosed      $240 
When ready for plastering      $240 
When plastered       $225 
When entirely finished with fences up, alleys graded and paved, and front pavements laid, and 
ready for occupancy       $330 
Total         $1750 
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Detail from J.D. Scott, Atlas of the 24th and 27th Wards, West Philadelphia, 1878 (site outlined). 
  
The three-story brick buildings with ground-floor storefronts must have been substantially 
completed in 1878 because they were depicted in J.D. Scott's 1878 Atlas of West Philadelphia. 
On 4 May 1878, McHugh insured the eight store and dwelling buildings at 3612 to 3628 
Lancaster Avenue with the Franklin Fire Insurance Company.23 Wilson’s development project 
with Mitchell and McHugh apparently encountered financial troubles. Eventually, the buildings 
were “seized taken in execution and sold” from contractors Mitchell and McHugh by the Court of 
Common Pleas at various points in 1878 and 1879.24 The properties were sold at sheriff’s sale 
to William Lambson, Randolph E. Bender, and Samuel Welsh with the mortgages to the failed 
contractors attached to the properties. Lambson was a carpenter and Bender was a plumber 
and gas fitter; they may have held mechanics liens on the properties or may have been retained 
to complete the construction. Welsh was a wealthy merchant and likely an investor. The Welsh 
family retained ownership of 3612 Lancaster Avenue until 1908. Soon after Lambson and 
Bender, the mechanics, obtained their properties at sheriff’s sale, they transferred them to the 
Penn Guarantee Association, which was established for the purchase, sale, and improvement of 
real estate and the purchase, sale, and exchange of securities related to real estate on 23 
September 1878 by the original developer of the properties, James A.L. Wilson, and his cousin 
Henry V. Lesley. Wilson served as President and Lesley as Secretary of the Penn Guarantee 
Association.25 The Association sought to regain control of the Lancaster Avenue properties. On 
27 January 1879, the Penn Guarantee Association resolved to purchase the outstanding 
mortgages for 3624, 3626, and 3628 Lancaster from Emma C. Grant.26 
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Penn Guarantee Association, Plot Plan for 3612 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue, c. 1880. Courtesy 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 
 
As noted earlier, the Welsh family owned and rented 3612 Lancaster until 1908. In 1880, 
wallpaper hanger James Irwin, his wife, and several boarders lived at 3612. In 1900, Edwin 
Mobley, his wife, and five children, and two boarders resided at 3612. 
 
The Penn Guarantee Association began to sell off its holdings on the 3600-block of Lancaster 
Avenue in the early 1880s. On 10 October 1885, Association president James A.L. Wilson 
offered to purchase 3614 and 3616 Lancaster from the Association to convert them to the 
Western Hotel, but the deal never transpired.27 Clarence P. Tiers, an industrialist from 
Pittsburgh and a relative of the Fennell family, purchased several properties from the 
Association on 26 June 1886 including 3614 and 3616 Lancaster Avenue and held them as 
investments.28 Music teacher Samuel Scull and his family and oysterman William Faulkner and 
his wife lived at 3616 Lancaster in 1880. 
 
On 21 April 1883, the Association resolved to sell 3618 Lancaster Avenue for $2000 to James 
A.L. Wilson, the Association’s president, so that he could trade the property for a property in 
Bucks County to give to his daughter Anna.29 However, the sale to Wilson must not have 
occurred. A few weeks later, on 8 May 1883, Levy Goldsmith purchased 3618 Lancaster 
Avenue from the Association.30 Goldsmith owned a wholesale clothing business as well as retail 
clothing outlets; presumably the storefront was occupied by one of Goldsmith’s clothing stores. 
Later, Henry C. Gormely sold milk from the storefront at 3618.31 
 
Upholsterer Clarence C. Converse purchased the property at 3620 Lancaster Avenue from the 
Association on 13 January 1883.32 At the time of the 1880 Census, Converse was already 
residing at 3620 and operating an upholstery shop in the storefront.33 
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Charles T. Hansell, the manager of the Block & Tile Paving Company in Norristown, purchased 
3622 and 3624 Lancaster Avenue from the Association through conveyancer Henry C. 
Thompson on 31 December 1880, presumably as an investment.34 The households of cattle 
dealer Joseph Chasin and grocer Edgar Whittaker resided at 3622 and 3624 respectfully in 
1880. Cummings & Forgy, boot and shoe dealers, was operating out of the commercial space in 
3624 by 1885.35 At the end of the century, John J. Stewart sold books at 3622 Lancaster 
Avenue.36 
 
On 20 November 1883, the Penn Guarantee Association resolved to exchange 3626 and 3628 
Lancaster Avenue for a 111-acre farm in Kirkwood, Camden County, New Jersey. Soon 
thereafter, on 30 November 1883, the Association sold the properties at 3626 and 3628 
Lancaster Avenue to Samuel S. Kohn, a tobacconist from Norristown.37 After working through 
some legal questions about a Pennsylvania corporate entity owning property in New Jersey, the 
Association resolved in November 1885 to ornament the Kirkwood farm with trees and 
subdivide it into lots for sale for suburban development; the area eventually became the town of 
Lindenwold, New Jersey.38 Frank W. Meade and his son James manufactured and sold stoves 
and heaters at 3626 Lancaster Avenue and lived with their family above in the early 1880s.39 
Aptly named butcher Thomas Shank, his wife, three children, and a boarder lived at 3628 in 
1880. 
 
 

 
Wm. G Baist, Atlas of West Philadelphia, 24th and 27th Wards, 1886 (site outlined). 
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James A.L. Wilson and Henry V. Lesley, who managed the Penn Guarantee Association and 
developed the properties at 3612 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue, were also executives with the 
Delaware & Chesapeake Canal Company. In 1886, just as they were selling off the last of the 
properties at the Lancaster Avenue development, Wilson and Lesley became embroiled in one 
of the most prominent and notorious financial scandals in late nineteenth-century America. In 
late June 1886, Wilson left a letter for the president of the canal company explaining that he and 
Lesley, his cousin, had embezzled more than $600,000 by fraudulently selling bonds in the 
company’s name and then pocketing the proceeds. The same day, Wilson and Lesley skipped 
town, making their way to Canada with satchels of cash. The New York Times ran a lengthy 
article on 1 July 1886 titled “Startling Defalcation: Two More Additions to Canadian Colony of 
Thieves.”40 The Chicago Tribune reported the story the same day on the front page under the 
headline “Stole Half A Million.”41 The trade journal Railway World called it a case of 
“scoundrelism.”42 Wilson and Lesley were front-page news around the country. The Banker's 
Magazine reported that the Guarantee Company of North America, which insured the canal 
company, “has sent out a hand bill with photograph and description offering $500 reward for the 
delivery to the police authorities of Philadelphia of James Alexander Lesley Wilson, the 
absconding Treasurer and Secretary of the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal Company.43 
 
 

 
“Stole Over Half A Million,” The Chicago Tribune, 1 July 1886. 
 
The minute book of the Penn Guarantee Association indicates that the Association was 
implicated in the scandal. On or about 12 August 1886 (the date in the minute book was 
altered), after Wilson and Lesley had escaped to Canada, the remaining Board members of the 
Association resolved to sell numerous of its properties to the Delaware & Chesapeake Canal 
Company with the $12,000 in proceeds to go to Wilson, the fugitive; the deal was likely 
fraudulent. Later that day, in its last entry in its minute book, the Association transferred all of its 
remaining properties to Cornelia Bedford, wife of Board member Homer Bedford, perhaps to 
safeguard them from seizure.44 Wilson was captured one year later and handed over to 
Philadelphia authorities at the border between the United States and Canada, on the 
suspension bridge over the Niagara River.45 After he was returned to Philadelphia, Wilson 
explained that real estate speculating had been his downfall. He told the authorities that he 
began stealing money from the canal company in 1869 to invest in a “building scheme” with a 
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real estate speculator. He stated that he continued to steal from the company to speculate on 
real estate until 1872, when he confided in his cousin Lesley, also an executive at the canal 
company. Together, the two developed the bond scheme to embezzle huge amounts of money 
from the company. They stole hundreds of thousands of dollars until they could no longer afford 
to pay the interest on their bogus bonds, at which time they fled the country. While in Toronto, 
Wilson partnered under an assumed name in a hardware company and lived a life of luxury in 
an expensive home.46 On 21 November 1887, Wilson and Lesley pleaded guilty in the Court of 
Quarter Sessions to an indictment to defraud the canal company and were sentenced 
respectively to six and eight years imprisonment. In 1896, a federal court entered a judgment 
against Wilson and Lesley in favor of the Delaware & Chesapeake Canal Company in the 
amount of $1,296,390.54.47 
 
 

 
3630 Lancaster Avenue, James C. Magee Saloon, 1911. Courtesy of the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
The property at 3630 Lancaster was developed separately from those at 3612 to 3628, but 
appears to have been constructed at about the same time, about 1878, when it was depicted in 
J.D. Scott's 1878 Atlas of West Philadelphia. Like the properties to the east, it was developed by 
James A.L. Wilson; in this case, he served as an administrator on behalf of the Estate of William 
Fennell. The building, which was described as a “four story brick store and dwelling with back 
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buildings,” is one story taller than its neighbors to the east, but exhibits the same Italianate style 
with brick facades, bracketed cornices at the storefront and roofline, and arched two-over-two 
windows. It appears that its real ell was significantly extended between 1878 and 1886, when it 
was depicted in William G. Baist's Atlas of West Philadelphia. The Estate of William Fennell 
retained ownership of the property until 10 March 1886, when Wilson, the administrator of the 
estate, sold it to John C. Magee.48 In 1886, the Philadelphia Contributorship issued a $4,000 
insurance policy to Magee for his dwelling and tavern at 3630 Lancaster Avenue.49 According to 
Boyd's Co-partnership and Residence Business Directory of Philadelphia City for 1900, a 
James C. Magee operated a liquor store at 3630 Lancaster Avenue. The U.S. Census of that 
year described him as a saloon keeper. Interestingly, not only a purveyor of liquor, Magee was a 
relatively famous Impressionist painter. Magee was born Brooklyn in 1846, studied at 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts (PAFA) as well as in New York and Paris, and exhibited his 
paintings at galleries and museums throughout the country. He won the Gold medal from PAFA 
in 1907. His paintings are still shown in galleries and museums and acquired by collectors more 
than one century later.50 
 
 

 
James C. Magee, Boat Afire, c.1900 
 
The properties on the 3600-block of Lancaster Avenue will always be associated with James 
A.L. Wilson, real estate speculator and embezzler, and artist James C. Magee. But, more 
importantly, they will be associated with the evolution from Lancaster Turnpike, a conduit for 
agricultural products, to Lancaster Avenue, a lively commercial corridor, and the redevelopment 
of Greenville from a rowdy cattle drovers' area to a burgeoning suburban neighborhood. 
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THE STYLISTIC AND VISUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 3600 TO 3630 LANCASTER AVENUE 
 
The buildings at 3600 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue are excellent examples of the Italianate style 
of architecture and reflect the environment in an era characterized by the distinctive 
architectural style. The buildings have very high integrity, retaining most aspects of their historic 
designs. Moreover, owing to the consistent architectural style, scale, and features, the brick 
buildings join together to create a larger whole that, extending for an entire block on the south 
side of Lancaster Avenue, is an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, 
community, and city. 
 
The Italianate style of architecture was prevalent in Philadelphia and throughout the United 
States from the 1850s to the 1880s. It grew out of the Picturesque movement in art and 
architecture in the early nineteenth century, which was a reaction to the formal classical ideals. 
The first Italianate buildings in the United States were constructed in the late 1830s and early 
1840s. John Notman’s Athenaeum building of 1845, at 219 S. 6th Street in Philadelphia, the first 
Renaissance Revival building in the United States, served as model for urban Italianate 
buildings. From the 1850s to the 1870s, the decades bracketing the Civil War, the Italianate 
style was the prevalent architectural style in Philadelphia. Vernacular commercial Italianate 
buildings such as those at 3600 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue are typified by their brick facades 
with marble trim, storefronts, segmentally-arched two-over-two windows with hoods or lintels, 
and bracketed cornices. Several in the row also have projecting bays, a typical feature of the 
style. The buildings at 3600 to 3630 Lancaster Avenue are exceptional examples of the 
Italianate style and, owing to their number and integrity, a full block of well-preserved mid 
nineteenth-century buildings, they effectively reflect the environment of a commercial corridor of 
that era. Creating a consistent street wall for an entire block and standing at a five-points 
intersection, the row is an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, 
community, and city. Perhaps better than any other mixed-use, residential and commercial row 
in West Philadelphia, this row is evocative of the burgeoning industrial city after the Civil War. 
 
 

 
Typical Italianate Cornices 
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Typical Italianate Windows 
 
 
EPILOGUE 
 
The row of buildings at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue underwent significant rehabilitation in the 
1980s after Lancaster Mews Associates purchased the parcel from the Redevelopment 
Authority. Consultants involved in the project included Cecil Baker & Associates, architects; 
Thomas & Newswanger, historical architects; and Clio Group, historical consultants.51 A 
February 1987 letter from law firm Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll to the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment explained that Lancaster Mews Associates applied for variances to permit the 
rehabilitation of the buildings along Lancaster Avenue. The letter notes that the rehabilitation will 
involve interior alterations, but the exterior facades “will not be materially changed.”52 A variance 
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was granted on 25 February 1987 for “relocating of lot lines to create one lot and for 12 
buildings (17 Retail stores and 52 apartments and acc. parking) when no building will have its 
own individual lot lines…”53 That same year, the Redevelopment Authority demolished the rear 
portions of 3616, 3624, and 3626, citing unsafe conditions created by a lack of maintenance and 
long-term vacancy.54 The rear ells were reconstructed with plans by Cecil Baker & Associates.55 
 
In February 1988, when the rehabilitation was recently completed, Lancaster Mews was 
highlighted as giving new meaning to the saying, “You can’t tell a book by its cover.” Developer 
Canus Corp. restored all sixteen buildings to allow for 51 rehabilitated rental apartments and 
fifteen ground-floor commercial spaces, while maintaining the 1870 “Victorian townhouse” 
appearance on the exterior. The original window openings were maintained, and new double-
glazed wood windows were installed. The new residential rental units were targeting nearby 
university students as tenants, while new commercial tenants included a florist, deli, print shop, 
dry cleaner, and clothing stores.56 
 
Lancaster Mews apartments continue to be marketed to university students, with the leasing 
office located at 3622 Lancaster Avenue.57 
 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The row of three and four-story, brick, mixed-use, commercial and residential buildings on the 
south side of the 3600-block of Lancaster Avenue was constructed in 1870s and 1880s, as the 
City of Philadelphia was expanding from its urban core outward at a frenetic pace. The 
significant structure at 3600-30 Lancaster Avenue is one of West Philadelphia’s best surviving 
examples of the basic building block, the brick row, with which the nineteenth-century industrial 
metropolis was constructed. Retaining an extremely high level of integrity, the intact row typifies 
and exemplifies the expansion of the city after the Civil War and tells us much about the 
development of the city's built environment. Although the buildings were constructed individually 
and in groups over about two decades, they all share the Italianate architectural style and reflect 
the environment in an era characterized by that style. The brick buildings join together to create 
a larger whole that is an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, 
and city. The development of the row over a relatively short period of time at a significant point 
in the city’s history represents the economic and architectural heritage of the community. Also, 
buildings in the row are associated with the lives of persons significant in the past, including 
James C. Magee, a prominent painter, and James A.L. Wilson, a notorious criminal and fugitive. 
Owing to its multi-faceted historical and architectural significance, the row warrants listing on the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places and the protection of the Philadelphia Historical 
Commission. 
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APPENDIX 
 

HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPHS OF 3600-30 LANCASTER AVENUE 



 
Figure 1. 3630 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 

 
Figure 2. Looking east from 3630 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 



 
Figure 3. Looking east from 3626 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 

 
Figure 4. Looking east from 3622 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 



 
Figure 5. Looking east from 3616 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 

 
Figure 6. Looking east from 3612 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 



 
Figure 7. Looking east from 3606 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 

 
Figure 8. 3600 Lancaster Avenue in 1951. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 



 
Figure 9. 3600-04 Lancaster Avenue in 1947. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 



 
Figure 10. Side of 3600 Lancaster Avenue in 1947. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 

 
Figure 11. Looking west from 3600 Lancaster Avenue in 1955. Source: City of Philadelphia, Department of Records,  
accessed via phillyhistory.org 


