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A PROPOSAL OF REVIEW • FOR CONSIDERATION OF HISTORIC DESIGNATION 

BY THE PHILADELPHIA HISTORICAL COMMISSION • AT A PUBLIC HEARING 

FOR PLACEMENT ON THE PHILADELPHIA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

• THE 1682/83 BYBERRY TOWNSHIP PUBLIC BURIAL GROUND • 
                                                     The Philadelphia Historical Commission will notice the date, the time and the place for the Public Hearing. 
 

1. ADDRESS OF HISTORIC RESOURCE: 10725 Knights Road and 10751 Knights Road,
1
 Philadelphia Pa.  

Postal code: 19154                                  The Honorable Brian J. O'Neill, 10
th
 Councilmanic District 

OPA/BRT Account: 662215110                PARCEL MAP: 153—N—11—33 — CITY PARKLAND 

OPA/BRT Account: 778017019                PARCEL MAP: 153—N—18—GRAVE YARD BYBERRY TOWNSHIP 

 

 

2. NAME OF HISTORIC RESOURCE: Byberry Township Public Burial Ground. 

  Common Name: Hart Burial Ground — John Hart’s Burial Ground 

 

3. TYPE OF HISTORIC RESOURCE 

    Building   Structure  X Site   Object 

 

 

4. PROPERTY INFORMATION 

  Condition:          excellent  good  fair                poor               ruins 

  Occupancy:  occupied  vacant  under construction  X unknown 

  Current use: Illegal Trash Dump, Chicken Hatchery, Egg Farm, Victory Garden by Encroachment  

 

 

5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION — A plot plan and written description of the boundary — Is Within This Document 

 

 

6. DESCRIPTION — A description of the historic resource — Is Within This Document 

 

 

7. SIGNIFICANCE — Statement of Significance — Is Within This Document 

                        Period of Significance —1
st 

of September 1681 to present day in the year 2016 

            Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: Original construction: Between 1682 and 1683 

           Architect, engineer, and/or designer: John Hart Sr. 

           Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: John Hart Sr. 

            Original owner: The Lenâpé —> King Charles II —> William Penn —> John Hart —> Public Burial Ground 

                         —> Overseers of The Poor of the Township of Byberry —> City of Philadelphia 

                 

7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: Families of First Adventurers 
2
 & Early Purchasers — Are Listed Within This Document   

                                                 
1 12/17/2014, Thomas J. Pugliese of the OPA assigned 10751 Knights Road to the Byberry Township Public Burial Ground on Red Lion Rd. 
2 Dilg, L P. "THE FIRST ADVENTURERS,” Newsletter of  the Philadelphia City Archives, Number 30. February 1977. Web. 27th of June 2016. 
<http://www.phila.gov/phils/Docs/otherinfo/newslet/firstadv.htm>. 

http://www.phila.gov/phils/Docs/otherinfo/newslet/firstadv.htm
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CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 

 

THE HISTORIC RESOURCE SATISFIES THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION: 

X (a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics 

of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person significant in the past; or, 

X (b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or, 

X (g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved according to an 

historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 

X (i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or 

X (j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community. 

 

 

8. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES — Bibliography — Within This Document 

 

 

9. NOMINATOR: Joseph J. Menkevich – Iconoclastic Researcher                 Email: Menkevich.Research@gmail.com  

 4740 Castor Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 19124.                                         Telephone: 215-289-0365 

                DATE: 19
th 

JULY & 5
TH

AUG. 2016. NOTICE OF DESIGNATION: USPS CERTIFIED MAIL: 7010 0780 0000 4304 0082  

                POSTHUMOUS CO-NOMINATOR: JOHN HART, QUAKER, PENNSYLVANIA ASSEMBLYMAN, BAPTIST CHURCH LEADER  

                POSTHUMOUS CO-NOMINATOR: DR. BENJAMIN RUSH, ACTIVIST IN THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCY 

                POSTHUMOUS CO-NOMINATOR: THE HON. JACOB RUSH Esq., LATE JUSTICE OF PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME COURT 

                POSTHUMOUS CO-NOMINATOR: JOHN FANNING WATSON, PROFESSIONAL ANNALIST, PRESERVATIONIST, VIATOR 

Nominators  are                        X Are not the property owner. CITY OF PHILADELPHIA OWNS THIS PROPERTY 
3
 

 

PHC USE ONLY 

Date of Receipt: 9 August 2016 (revised) 

 Correct-Complete  Incorrect-Incomplete  Date: 23 August 2016 

Date of Notice Issuance: 30 August 2016 

Property Owner at Time of Notice 

 Name: City of Philadelphia, Department of Public Property 

 Address: City Hall 

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City: Philadelphia State: PA Postal Code: 19107 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Committee on Historic Designation:____________________________________ 

Date(s) Reviewed by the Historical Commission:______________________________________________ 

Date of Final Action:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Designated   Rejected                

                                                 
3 This Burial Site has been surveyed and on an approved city plan: Philadelphia Streets Department, Survey and Designs Bureau. Plan 
establishing lines and grades on City Plan No.372. <https://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/372-01_CP>. Thirty-fifth Ward, 
Philadelphia [Ordinance July 20, 1907; confirmed April 19, 1926]. However the City of Philadelphia had only acknowledged the ownership of 
the Byberry Public Burial Ground on the 24th August 1945. The City of Philadelphia has never treated this site as Historic or as a Burial 
Ground or with dignity & respect. Philadelphia is culpable for its present condition and finally accept responsibility for permanent protection. 

mailto:Menkevich.Research@gmail.com
https://tools.usps.com/go/TrackConfirmAction?tLabels=7010%200780%200000%204304%200082
https://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/372-01_CP
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: BRT/OPA ACCOUNT NUMBER: 662215110                      —Begin On This Page— 
 
Because Red Lion Road was altered at an unknown date, it is necessary to compare antiquated surveys against modern surveys. 
The original One Acre Burial Ground now appears to be partially on City Parkland and partially under Red Lion Road. 
 
10725 KNIGHTS ROAD (Outlined In RED)                                              PARCEL MAP: 153—N—11— CITY PARKLAND 
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: BRT/OPA ACCOUNT NUMBER: 778017019  
 
10751 KNIGHTS ROAD (Outlined In RED)             PARCEL MAP: 153—N—18—BYBERRY TOWNSHIP GRAVE YARD 

 
 
The 37,495 sq. feet, as listed above, DOES NOT EQUAL ONE ACRE, but is equal to .86 Acres.4  
[Notice: Rooftop of an illegal building within the Historic Burial Ground – highlighted as a rectangle, above].   

                                                 
4
 Free area conversion calculator: Web. <http://www.unitconverters.net/>. 

http://www.unitconverters.net/
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:  
 
                                                     PUBLIC BURIAL GROUND OF BYBERRY TOWNSHIP 

 
                                 15th February 1926 by Clement B. Webster, Registered Engineer & Land Surveyor 5 
                                              

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground…6 …the line of aforesaid land of estate of Francis A. Drexel deceased (a 

marble stone being set in this line on the side of Red Lion Road) thence along the said land in the bed of Red Lion Road 

North 21º04'51'' West 22 feet ¾ inches to a corner of Public Burial Ground belonging to Byberry Township; thence 

extending along said Public Burial Ground the Three following courses and distances to Wit: — North 43º55'42'' East 257 

feet 1-¼ inches to a marble stone set for a corner (a marble stone set in this line on the side of Red Lion Road) thence North 

46º04'18'' West 182 feet 9 inches to a marble stone set for a corner; and South 43º55'42'' West 171 feet 11 inches to a point in 

aforesaid land of Estate of Francis A. Drexel deceased (a marble stone set on the side of Red Lion Road marking the line)…       

 

                                                 
5
 Above Plan: Courtesy of the 4

th
 Survey District, 1701 Bower St. Philadelphia, Pa. 19115. Accessed the 24

th
 June 2014. 

6
 Modern Recital: 16

th
 March 1920, Philadelphia Deed Book JMH vol.809 page 239, Louise Drexel Morrell to Thomas E. Coale. [Note: 

Compass vectors are reversed, but match the Webster survey above. NOTE.1: The Burial Ground measurement of 201 feet 7-¾ inches 

fronting on Red Lion Road are not mentioned in the deed, but are noted on the above survey. The 257 ft. 1-¼ inch measurement is 

obtained by adding the length of two adjoined lots (that were once a single lot and latter separated). NOTE.2: The name William D. 

Gordon, Pennsylvania Secretary of Banking appear as pencil notations due to U.S. bank failures & the Great Depression of 1929.  
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 
 
Red Lion Road splits the Byberry Township Public Burial Ground, leaving a small segment within 10725 Knights Road (City 
Parkland), and the largest segment aka: 10751 Knights Road within the Crestmont Farms Development as seen below. 
 
                                                      PHILADELPHIA PARCEL MAP NUMBER: 153—N—18                              

    
                                                    Accessed Philadelphia City Archives the 11th September 2015 
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 
                                                G. W. Bromley & Co. 1927 Atlas of the City, 35th Ward, Plate 24 

 
Web. <http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/BRM1927.PhilaWard35_c2.028.Plate24>. 

 
 Free Library: Philadelphia Land Use Map, 1962, Plate 9D-2                Philadelphia Land Use Map, 1942, Plate 9D-2 

 
<http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/LUM1962.9D-2>. <http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/LUM1942.9D-2>. 

http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/BRM1927.PhilaWard35_c2.028.Plate24
http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/LUM1962.9D-2
http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/LUM1942.9D-2
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION — 1771 SURVEY — HISTORICAL — SHOWING ONE FULL ACRE 
 

                           1-Acre Burying Ground Viewed As An Unaltered Long Square or Parallelogram 7 

 
Copyrighted Image © Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office: RG17_Land_Office_Map_Coll_3528  

                                                 
7
 Love, John, and Samuel Clark. Geodaesia: Or, the Art of Surveying and Measuring Land Made Easy. London: Printed for J. Rivington, 

1768. (Right-Angled Parallelogram. Pg. 26 & 122). Web. 13
th

 September 2014. <https://archive.org/details/geodaesiaorartof00loveiala>. 

 

https://archive.org/details/geodaesiaorartof00loveiala
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION — COMPARISONS — REFLECT CHANGES TO THE 1-ACRE BOUNDARY 
 
By extending the lines to form an unaltered 1-Acre Rectangular Parallelogram, alterations in Red Lion Road are detected. 
 
The Long Square or Rectangular Is Used To Restore The Foot-Print Of The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground 

 
Above: Courtesy of Parcel Explorer, by Estimation: 44787 Square Feet, Which Equals 1.03 Acres. 
 
 1771 Survey – Estate of David Thomas 8                                            Vs.           1843 Survey - County of Philadelphia  

 
1843 by Charles Ellet. Web. <http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/ellet>. 

                                                 
8
 See: Related Deeds in the Bibliography - Estate of David Thomas, Sheriff Deed.  

http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/ellet
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5. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION — COMPARISONS — REFLECT CHANGES TO THE 1-ACRE BOUNDARY 
 
                                      1849 Survey                                          Vs.                                   1771 Survey   

 
1849. J.C. Sidney. Web. <http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/FF-Maps_Dripps_ByberryMoreland>. 
 
Francis A. Drexel most likely altered Red Lion Road some time between 1870 and 1873, as those are the dates of when he made 
land purchases, and it is on that side of Red Lion Road where the changes appear. 9  
 
Changes in Red Lion Road appear on the maps & atlases by 1876. 
 
                                                         City Atlas of Philadelphia, Vol. 3, 23rd Ward, 1876 

 
G. M. Hopkins, 1876. <http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/GMH1876.PhilaWard23.017.PlateM>.  
 
 

                                                 
9
 Listed in the Bibliography: John R. Wilmer to Francis A. Drexel, 10

th
 November 1870. 

Listed in the Bibliography:  Simon Wilmer Cannell to Francis A. Drexel, 10
th

 June 1873. 

http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/FF-Maps_Dripps_ByberryMoreland
http://www.philageohistory.org/rdic-images/view-image.cfm/GMH1876.PhilaWard23.017.PlateM


 11 

6. DESCRIPTION: 
 
This parcel is the last surviving remnant of the ancestral homestead of John Hart, who upon purchasing 484 acres in Byberry 
from William Penn established a Quaker Meeting house and a Public Burial Ground. The one-acre public burial ground sits upon 
an elevated plateau of a hillside on Red Lion Road, with an unknown number of burials. There are no records of disinterment.  
 
In 1854, by the Act of Consolidation, Byberry Township with the Burial Ground became part of the City of Philadelphia. Over 
the centuries, several of the properties surrounding the Byberry Public Burial Ground went through many owners and divisions, 
but the Cemetery’s boundaries were never changed. However, the G. M. Hopkins Atlas of 1876 reflects engineering changes in 
Red Lion Road, which caused a partial loss of the Burial Ground. Eventually it was Francis A. Drexel and his son-in-law, Col. 
Edward DeVeaux Morrell that owned all the property surrounding the Burial Ground. 10 
 
Situate within the Crestmont Farms development, located in the Torresdale section of Northeast Philadelphia, on Red Lion Road; 
the Byberry Public Burial Ground lies within Subdivision No. 4 and shares a common boarder with the following six Crestmont 
Farms properties:  
 
10701 Ellicott Rd., OPA/BRT Account: 662273200. Rybas David J., Rybas Joan C.,  
10700 Crestmont Ave., OPA/BRT Account: 662273000, Johnson Armand 
10710 Crestmont Ave., OPA/BRT Account: 662272900, Hackert Henry V., & Wanda, 
10720 Crestmont Ave., OPA/BRT Account: 662272800, Rueter Robert E., & Mary Ellen 
10710 Meadow La., OPA/BRT Account: 662281700, Trzaska Richard E., & Maureen T.  
10720 Meadow La., OPA/BRT Account: 662281800, Holt Thomas Jr., & Angela M.,             

                         
                                   Plan of Crestmont Farms — Numbered Subdivisions 

 
                          Free Library of Philadelphia — Sanborn Map 00568_Philadelphia_1916_1929_vol_28_1929  

                                                 
10

 Note: There are various spellings for Edward DeVeaux Morrell, eg. Edward DeVaux Morrell & Edward De V. Morrell. 
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6. DESCRIPTION: DEED RESTRICTION 
 
The Byberry Public Burial Ground predates Philadelphia and the Crestmont Farms development. Like Thomas Holme’s Grave,11 
it was “EXCEPTED” within every deed transaction. That fact alone provides substance and additional meaning to the DEED 
RESTRICTION within Sub-division No. 4. Deed Restrictions are not enforceable by L&I or Zoning. As owners of the Public 
Burial Ground, the City of Philadelphia & members of the Public, have standing to enforce the deed restriction in a Civil Court.  
 
                                                                             Plan of Crestmont Farms 

                                               
                                                           Byberry Public Burial Ground — Subdivision No.4 
 
DEED RESTRICTION 12  - The complete text of subdivision 4 provides: 
 

Sub-division 4. No building or part thereof shall be erected or maintained on any part of the said tract closer to any 

street than 25 feet and at least 15 feet from any side or rear lot line except as hereinafter set forth and except as to 

eight lots of 50 feet each fronting on Orchard Lane. Covered porches, the floors of which are not higher than the 

level of the first floor of the building may encroach on such restricted areas by projecting not more than 12 feet. 

Steps, uncovered porches and terraces, no part of which is more than 3 feet above the level of the first floor of the 

building may be built and maintained on any part of such restricted areas. Single story bar, low and criel windows 

not more than 15 feet in height (exclusive of foundations or other support) may encroach on such restricted areas 

by projection no more than 3 feet, but the total horizontal plans area of such encroachments on one side of a 

detached building shall not exceed 30 square feet. The Grantee shall in all cases have the right to say and determine which are 

the front side and rear lines of any plot and also that amount of set back from said lines necessary to conform to the requirements hereof 

and the Grantees judgment and determination thereon shall be final and binding. (Emphasis added.) 

The Cemetery is in continuous imminent danger due to encroachments and progressive adverse land use from the surrounding 
neighbors who have expanding the limits of their properties into several areas of the burial grounds by building various structures 
and locating their vegetable gardens onto the property. Overhead photography show illegal tool sheds on the property.  
 
Short dumping from Red Lion Road is very common. Currently the Burying Ground is maintained & cleaned through the efforts 
of individuals and community groups, in particular: The Friends of Poquessing Creek Watershed Inc., who must receive & renew 
a permit from the City of Philadelphia to continue that project, although it is not the responsibility of the Friends Group.  

                                                 
11

 John Holme to George Henry Walker 5 March 1822. Deed Book: iH.2.715 One-Ace…wherein…Body of Thomas Holme was interred. 
12

 Young v. Cerone, 338 Pa. Super (1985). Web. 12
th

 July 2016.  

<http://www.leagle.com/decision/1985618338PaSuper280_1590/YOUNG%20v.%20CERONE>. 

http://www.leagle.com/decision/1985618338PaSuper280_1590/YOUNG%20v.%20CERONE
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION                    Photos by Joseph J. Menkevich  

 
Unidentified Male, Approximately 70 Years — With Others — Believe The Public Burial Ground Is Private Property 
 
FAIR WARNING: On The 31st of March 2015, while documenting the conditions and boundaries of the Byberry Public Burial 
Ground, the present nominator was in the company of his 23-year-old son, Joseph, when an unidentified woman suddenly 
affronted us, demanding that I stop taking photos of her property, and to get off her property.  
 
I informed her that she was standing on the Byberry Public Burial Ground and that these things (fencing, farming equipment, 
tools sheds, park benches, warning signs, lawn jockeys and brightly colored barricade tape), did not belong inside the cemetery.   
 
She said this was not a cemetery, that there were no dead bodies here, but, that it was her Private Property, Get Out! 
 
I indicated that I was not leaving, as it was Public Property and continued talking photographs. She then became very hysterical 
and began to babble, mumbling rapidly to herself that I was a sexual-predator and taking pictures of her children! 
 
She then screamed: “stop taking pictures of my children” and indicated that she was calling the police. I told her to “go ahead and 
call the police,” reasoning that I am not a sexual-predator, that there were no children present and therefore impossible to have 
taken pictures of any children, that the police would see through her false accusations. 
 
As the unidentified woman ran back into one of the nearby homes, I sent my son back to my automobile with the keys, which 
was parked on Red-Lion-Road, as I anticipated that violence or vandalism may soon enter into this hostile confrontation, and that 
if I was injured, he would need to quickly escape without me, to bring the police and rescue me. 
 
Within one minute, she returned with several neighbors. They all came into the graveyard and began to verbally accost me while 
blocking me from taking any more photographs.  
 
As they heckled me with insults, verbal abuse and threats of arrest, they ushered me off the property. I took my vehicle & left. 
 
Several years ago, a City Planner named Shari Cooper was on duty for the Philadelphia City Planning Commission. Ms. Cooper, at 
that time, was in the company of the president of the Frankford Historical Society Debbie Klak.  
 
Ms. Cooper had a City van and her City issued identification, but it did not matter to these neighbors. Ms. Cooper & Ms. Klak 
were run out of the Byberry Public Burial Ground by hostile neighbors using similar tactics of intimidation.  
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 

 
Illegal Tool Shed — Is Theft of Public Property 
 
Public Use Land Cannot Be Taken Through Adverse Possession 

 

The public uses were not defined, and they are here declared by the bestowers of the gift on the one hand, and the 

corporation, its guardians, on the other, namely, in the first instance, for a public burial-ground, not confined to the 

benefit and emolument of any one religious corporation, to the exclusion of others, or to any class of persons or 

people of any nation, but for everybody—for the public. And in the then state of the city, this was a proper use to 

be made of in the square, furnishing a decent burial to the stranger and the poor. … We are therefore of opinion, 

that the fact of the dedication of this square to public uses by the first proprietor and founder of Philadelphia, is too 

clear to admit of any dispute—that nothing has ever been done on his part, or by the commonwealth or city since, 

that in the least impairs this vested right of the city in it… It is well settled that lapse of time furnishes no defence 

for an encroachment on a public right; such as the erecting of an obstruction on a street or public square….  it 

stands where it did in the original plan of the city; the public uses uninterrupted from 1683 to the present day, 

except so far as it was occupied by the defendants. …13  

                                                 
13

 Wharton, Thomas I, and John Sword. Reports of Cases Adjudged in the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in the Eastern District [dec. 

Term, 1835-March Term, 1841] Vol.1. Philadelphia: T. & J.W. Johnson, 1884. “Commonwealth v. Alburger” 468-489. Web. 1
st
 July 

2016. <https://archive.org/details/reportsofcases01penniala>. 

https://archive.org/details/reportsofcases01penniala
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 
 
                             10701 Ellicott Rd., OPA/BRT Account: 662273200. Rybas David J., Rybas Joan C. 

 
 
Rear driveway being used by 10701 Ellicott Road is believed to be within or is part of the Byberry Public Burial Ground. 
 
 
 



 16 

6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 
 
Ground View of 10701 Ellicott Road bordering the Byberry Public Burial Ground     31st March 2015 Photos by J. J. Menkevich  

 

 
According to several unverified surveys, this structure is on the Public Burial Ground 
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 
 
10710 Crestmont Ave., OPA/BRT Account: 662272900, Hackert Henry V., & Wanda 

 
The gardens have been extended into the Public Burial Ground. 
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 

 

 

 
Above: 10710 Crestmont Ave., Several Views of Tresspass & Encroachment inside the Public Burial Ground 
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 
 
10720 Crestmont Ave., OPA/BRT Account: 662272800, Rueter Robert E., & Mary Ellen 

 
The gardens have been extended into the Public Burial Ground. 
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6. DESCRIPTION — TRESSPASS — ENCROACHMENT — INTIMIDATION 
 
Tool sheds of 10710 Crestmont Avenue & another difficult to see of 10720 Crestmont Avenue are inside the Graveyard 

 
Above Photo Courtesy of Microsoft 
 

 
10720 Crestmont Tool Shed and Garden 
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6. DESCRIPTION — GRAVESTONES 
 
Stone of Elizabeth Baker is still visible 

 
 

 
Unmarked Stones along with debris                                                                            14th April 2016 Photo by J. J. Menkevich 
 
It is believed that many of the gravestones are still in this graveyard, lying flat and covered by many years of decaying leaves which 
has formed new soil.  
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6. DESCRIPTION — CITY LAW DEPARTMENT — OPINION 

 
Accessed Philadelphia City Archives 27th May 2015 
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6. DESCRIPTION — CITY LAW DEPARTMENT — OPINION 
 

 
Accessed Philadelphia City Archives 27th May 2015 
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6. DESCRIPTION — CITY LAW DEPARTMENT — OPINION 
 

 
Accessed Philadelphia City Archives 27th May 2015 
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6. DESCRIPTION — JOHN HART & BUCKS COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
 
Will 2049 of 1786 — Estate of John Hart of Newtown - Book D. Vol.1, Page 508. (Partial Images) 

 
Accessed: 55 E. Court St. Doylestown Pa. 18901. Register of Wills, 1st July 2015. 
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6. DESCRIPTION — JOHN HART & BUCKS COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
 
Will 2049 of 1786 — Estate of John Hart of Newtown - Book D. Vol.1, Page 508. (Partial Images) 

 

 
Accessed: 55 E. Court St. Doylestown Pa. 18901. Register of Wills, 1st July 2015. 
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7. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 
The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground is an extremely significant historic site that merits designation by the 
Philadelphia Historical Commission and inclusion on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.    
 
The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground satisfies Criteria for Designation a, b, g, i, and j as enumerated in § 14-
1004 of the Philadelphia Code.  
 
The Byberry Public Burial Ground is significant as: 
 

(a) Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of 
the City, Commonwealth, or Nation or is associated with the life of a person significant in the past;  
 
(b) Is associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation; 
 
(g) Is part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area which should be preserved according to an 

historic, cultural or architectural motif; or, 
 
(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; and  
 
(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historical heritage of the community. 
 

 
The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground also satisfies the criteria for evaluation for inclusion on the National 
Historic Register by the U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service:   
 
 

d. A cemetery that derives its primary significance from graves of persons of transcendent importance, from 
age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events; 

 
 
Philadelphia is a certified local government whose historic preservation program has been certified pursuant to section 
101(c)(1) of the National Historic Preservation Act.  
 
The Philadelphia Historical Commission possesses the authority (if they so choose) to have the Byberry Township 
Public Burial Ground placed upon the National Historic Register as well as the Philadelphia Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
 
See:  National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended through 1992 <http://www.nps.gov/history/local-
law/nhpa1966.htm>, and Department of the Interior regulations at 36 CFR Part 61 govern this certification process. 
<http://archnet.asu.edu/topical/crm/usdocs/36cfr61.html>.  
 
 
Because of its age & uniqueness, the Byberry Township Public Burial Ground may satisfy criteria for inclusion as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site: <http://whc.unesco.org/>. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/nhpa1966.htm
http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/nhpa1966.htm
http://archnet.asu.edu/topical/crm/usdocs/36cfr61.html
http://whc.unesco.org/
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SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 
 
Many Quaker families who fled from England to Pennsylvania came from Oxfordshire.  
 
                             Friends arrested at Oxford were tried at Banbury Assizes, 26th day of the 7th Mo. 1655. 

                      
                                   Convict Quakers were placed in the Bocardo Gaol, Oxford, illustrated above. 

 
In 1660 Thomas Loe, who had become prominent as a minister, was sent to the common gaol along with twenty 

other Friends who were tendered and refused the oath of allegiance on the 13th of Eleventh month, 1660. They 

were not released until First month 5, 1663. The list is given in full in the interesting old records of Witney Monthly 

Meeting, to which Oxford belongs. Thomas Loe, it will be remembered, converted William Penn to Quakerism 

when the latter was an undergraduate at Christ Church. Several well-known Englishmen who came to America were 

Oxford men, among them being Thomas Lloyd, Penn's secretary, a graduate of Jesus College. Still another was John 

Hart, son of Kester Hart, of Witney, at whose house the Friends' meetings were held for many years in that place. 

In 1674, upon the erection of the meeting-house there, John Hart gave one-quarter of an acre adjoining. His 

proposed marriage to Susanna Rush of London came before the monthly meeting, 9th day of the 11th Mo. 1681. The 

following year he joined Penn on the "Welcome," and became a member of the first Pennsylvania Assembly. His 

signature may be seen appended (with that of several others) to a weaver's indenture at Witney, dated 8th of 11th 

1676, in the old monthly meeting records of Witney… 14 

 

                                                 
14

 Gummere, Amelia M, Clarendon, and M Wren. "Oxford and the Quakers." The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. 23.3 

(1899): 273-289. Web. 17
th

 July 2016. <https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniamaga23hist>. 

https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniamaga23hist
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SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 
 

Richard Collett had previously married Hart’s sister-in-law Elizabeth Rush in London on the 27th May 1680 and was also on 

board the “Welcome” with William Penn and John Hart. Elizabeth was eldest child of John and Susanna Lucas Rush. 

 
Above – Courtesy of J. Menkevich Map Collection: John Speed, and Pieter Van Den Keere – 1646  

 

On 10th 2nd Mo. 1682, John Hart received a certificate of removal mm at Witney, Oxfordshire. In the fall of 1683 John Hart 

married Susannah Rush, who was the daughter of John Rush and Susanna Lucas Rush of Hornton, Oxfordshire.  
 

The township of Byberry is situated about fourteen miles northeast of Philadelphia; a creek called Poquessing, or, as it 

was anciently termed, Poetquesink, dividing it from Bensalem, in the county of Bucks. Byberry contains near six 

thousand acres of good soil, and was first settled chiefly, or altogether by Friends, divers of whom were passengers in 

the ships which came with William Penn in 1682. Early after their arrival, the following persons located themselves in 

this neighbourhood,—viz: Giles Knight, from Gloucestershire, Mary his wife, and their son Joseph; John Carver, 

from Hertfordshire, maltster, his wife Mary, and daughter Mary who was born near Philadelphia, four days after Penn 

landed at Newcastle; John Hart, from Oxfordshire, Susannah his wife, and several children; Richard Collett and 

Elizabeth his wife; Nathaniel Walton, Thomas Walton, Daniel Walton, and William Walton—four brothers…15 

                                                 
15

 Comly, John, and Isaac Comly. Friends' Miscellany: Being a Collection of Essays and Fragments, Biographical, Religious, Epistolary, 

Narrative, and Historical :“Settlement and Progress of Byberry Meeting of Friends with some accounts of the Kethians” No.3 (Vol.VII). 

Philadelphia: J. Richards, 1835. 97-124. Web.12
th

 July 2016. <https://archive.org/details/friendsmiscellan07coml>. 

https://archive.org/details/friendsmiscellan07coml


 30 

SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 

 
 ABOVE: The Birthplace of John Rush, Who Married Susannah Lucas 8th April 1648 & Emigrated To Philadelphia 16 

 
In 1683, came John Rush, an elderly Friend, from Oxfordshire, his five sons and a daughter;—also his son William 

Rush, with Aurelia his wife and three children. Soon after, we find among the settlers, John Gilbert, Florence his wife, 

and their son Joseph; William Nichols and wife; and William Hibbs, Walter Forrest, Henry English, Thomas Knight, 

Joseph English, Samuel Ellis, and Thomas Groome. Some of  these Friends had been persecuted in their native 

country, on account of  their religious principles… It has been handed down to us by tradition, that Friends built a 

meeting house on the flat lands, about one hundred yards northwardly from the forks of  Poetquesink, in the southern 

part of  Byberry; it stood on the west side of  the road, leading by John Hart’s house to the Bristol road, at the “Red 

Lion,” a mile from the river Delaware. Northward of  this, on higher ground, was a burying place, which was used by 

Friends for interments, as early as 1683. In the records of  burials are noticed some of  the name of  Growden and 

English, of  Bensalem, and the Rushes, the Harts, and the Colletts, of  Byberry.  

                                                 
16

 Rush, A R. "Benjamin Rush, M.d. (1745-1813), His Origins and Ancestry." Transactions & Studies of the College of Physicians of 

Philadelphia. (1976). 9-34. Web. 17
th

 July 2016. <https://archive.org/details/transactionsstud4441coll>. 

https://archive.org/details/transactionsstud4441coll
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SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 
 
                                                                 Pursuant to a Wart from Edward Pennington 

                      
                     Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records       
 

Pursuant to a Wart from Edward Pennington then Surveyor Generall bearing the date of ye 9th   
day of ye 4th Mo. 1701 I do certify yt I have Reasurvayd unto John Hart a Certaine tract  
of Land in the County of Philadelphia begineing at a Gumm tree marked by a branch of  
poquessin Creek from there by a Line of Marked trees North 29º West 172 perches  
to a white oak standing by ye said branch thencby ye several Course of ye same as in  
ye Margent 84 perches to a spanish oak marked thence North 36º West by a  
Line of Benjamin Duffields Land 250 perches to a stak set in ye ground from thence  
by a Line of Marked trees devising it from Rich: Colletts Land East 36º North  
140 perches to a Line of Nathaniel Waltons Land from thenceby the said Waltons  
Line of Marked trees South 36º East: 446 perches to a Maple tree marked  
by Poquessin_Creek from thence by the several Courses up ye said Creek and a branch  
of ye same (292 ¾ ) 292 perches to ye first place of begineing Containing 484 acres of Land  
Reasurvaid the 9th of ye 4th mo. 1702 and is according to ye bounds above described  
Returnd into ye Generall Survayrs Office at Philladelphia the 1st day of ye 1st mo. 1703: 
                                                                                    P E : David Powell 
 
ye Courses of Poquesin begineing at the Maple in the Township of Bybury 
S:19 : W:12 ¼  
S:70 : W:25 ½  Survay due on Ed : Pennington acct according to ye order of ye Office 
S:36 : W:25 ½  
W:15: S:13 
S:53 : W:92          at 100 first 000 and ye 6 pence_Each a ster_ ye first With pr& sd 
S:24 : W:24 
N:18: W:30 
W:25 : S:18          office fees:                                  2-7-4 
W:18 : S:52 
           292 ¾            
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SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 

 
John Hart’s 484-Acre Parcel Overlay on Google Earth by Torben Jenk 
 

 
John Hart’s 484-Acre Parcel Overlay on Google Earth by Fred Moore 
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SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 
 
John Hart’s Settlement Was Near An Indian Path – Above the Confluence of Byberry Creek and Poquessing Creek 

 
Image is Courtesy of Paul A. W.  Wallace: Indian Paths of Pennsylvania. Page 45. 
Byberry Creek that separates Byberry, Lower Dublin & Moreland meets with the Poquessing near the King’s Road 

 
© Image is Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17. Loose Surveys D-113-118 Hopton, Edward 17  

                                                 
17

 This tract: <http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/A-AAPatentIndex123.pdf> was warranted to Edward Hopton 

8
th

 Jan. 1701, and patented to Jeremiah Hopton 20
th

 July 1717. Jeremiah Hopton (son of Edward Hopton) was married to the daughter of 

the Deputy Surveyor, Thomas Fairman. Jefferson Moak’s thesis confused this 250-acre Poquessing tract with 250-acres in Whitemarsh.  

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/A-AAPatentIndex123.pdf
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SETTLEMENT OF JOHN HART, JOHN RUSH AND THEIR ALLIED FAMILY IN AMERICA 
 
John Hart, was instrumental in establishing early meeting houses, but Thomas ffairman was instrumental in laying out the roads in 
between. By examining the Journal of Susanna Freeborn and Esther Palmer, it appears there was a fairly good network of early-
established roadways. They were using an old Indian road called the “Falls Path” which lead to U.S. Rt.13 (Frankford Avenue). 
 

1704 …on ye 7th day [9th Mo.] we went from York to Elizabeth Town 30 Miles, & So to Woodbridge 12 Miles, and on 

ye 1st day were at Meeting there, on ye 2nd day we went to Richard Stockinses 30 Miles from Woodbridge 3rd we rode 

16 Miles to ye ffalls of Delawere and were at a Burial, on ye 4th day at Meeting there, and on ye 5th day at Neshamany 

Meeting 6 Miles from ye ffalls, 6th day we gott to Philadelphia 20 Miles from Neshammany, 7th day were there at the 

Meeting of Ministers, & on ye 1st day there at three Meetings, & on ye 3rd day at Meeting at Frankford 6 Miles from 

Philadelphia, 4th day at Meeting at Byberry. 7 Miles from ffrankford, 5th day at Meeting at Abington 10 Miles from 

Byberry, 7th day a Philadelphia 10 Miles from Abbington at ye Meeting of Ministers, 1st day at 3 Meetings in 

Philadelphia, 3rd at Meeting att Fair-Hill 3 Miles from Philada, 4th day [10th Mo.] at Meeting at German Town 3 miles 

from ffair Hill, 5th day att Meeting at Philada, 6 Miles from German Town…18 

 
                                                        GEORGE FFOX & FFAIRE HILL MEETING 

 

 
Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records         
 

                                                 
18

 The Journal of the Friends' Historical Society, Vol.5-6. "Journal of Esther Palmer," London: Headley Brothers, 1908-1909: 38-40. 

Web. 1st July 2014. <https://archive.org/stream/journaloffriends56frie#page/n547/mode/2up>. 

https://archive.org/stream/journaloffriends56frie%22%20%5Cl%20%22page/n547/mode/2up
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John Hart In Byberry Township Near the Poquessing & Opposite John Gilbert in Bucks County On the King’s Road 

 
Walter Forrest’s Mill - Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 
 
Lower Dublin - Byberry Creek Meets The Poquessing Creek Near The Bridge on The King’s Road (Hopton 250 acres) 

Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: LESSER KNOWN “FIRST ADVENTUTERS” & EARLY PURCHASERS 

      
                                   Tombstone of James Rush shown in upper right corner of photo, circa 1901.19  
 

"At ye Burying Place of John Hart, at Byberry, on the Creek Poquessing," are the following names in 

Abington Records: Aurelia Rush, wife of William Rush, 1683 Thomas Young, 1684; Morris Berryman, 

servant of James Growden, of Bensalem, 1685; Joseph English, of Bucks County, 1686; Christopher 

Growden, 1687; William Rush, 1688; Martha Linton, 1702; Evan Morris, 1706; Margaret Kenderdine, 

1710; Eliza Jenkins, 1711; William Jenkins, 1712; Gainor Morris, 1712; Thomas Kenderdine, 1713; 

John Kenderdine, 1714; Margaret Kenderdine, Jr., 1714; Abel Hingson, 1714; William Hingson, 1716; 

Eliza Hingson, wife of Abel, 1717; Daniel Walton, 1719; Ann Morris, 1722; Crispin Collet, grandson of 

John Rush, who died in 1753. Elizabeth Baker, 1817, aged 44 years Hannah Baker, 1850, aged 77 years. 

Several graves marked with rough field stones.     

                                                 
19

 Kenderdine, Thaddeus S. Kenderdines of America: Being a Genealogical and Historical Account of the Descendants of Thomas 

Kenderdine, of Montgomery Shire, Wales, Who ... Settled in Philadelphia County. Doylestown, Pa: Doylestown Publishing, 1901. 261-

268. Accessed 11
th

 November 2015., Courtesy of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania rare book collection. 
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: THOMAS YOUNG 
 

       
       Holme’s Map courtesy of the Library of Congress: <https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3820.ct001815/>.  
 
3rd mo. 5th day 1682, Thomas Yong departed from Mo. Mtg. at Sangah, Yorkshire, England.20 It is likely to be his name on the 
map & in Byberry Burial Ground. He is not the same Thomas Yong, who in 1634 navigated the Delaware to Falls at Trenton.21 

                                                 
20

 Myers, Albert Cook, and Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia. Quaker Arrivals at Philadelphia, 1682-1750 : Being a List of 

Certificates of Removal Received at Philadelphia Monthly Meeting of Friends. Philadelphia: Ferris & Leach, 1902. 7. Web. 18 Aug. 2014. 

<https://archive.org/details/cu31924028829856>. 
21

 Oberman, Joseph, and Stephen Kozakowski. A History of Development in the Delaware Valley Region: Year 2000 Report Number One. 

Philadelphia, PA: Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 1976. 13. Web. 1
st
 of July 2016. 

<http://www.dvrpc.org/reports/07604.pdf>. 

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g3820.ct001815/
https://archive.org/details/cu31924028829856
http://www.dvrpc.org/reports/07604.pdf
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: JOSEPH ENGLISH 
 

… Joseph English, who had purchased of William Penn prior to embarkation from England five hundred acres of 

land to be laid out in Pennsylvania. This land was laid out in a long, rectangular tract extending northward from 

Poquessing creek, in what became Byberry township, Philadelphia county, by virtue of warrant of survey dated 

December 18, 1683. Joseph English, who was a widower on coming to America, married, in 1684, Joan, widow of 

Henry Comly, of Bucks county, and settled in that county, where he died "ye 10th of ye 8mo. 1686." One half of 

the Byberry tract became the property of his son Henry English and the other half was patented to Giles Knight, 

for whom it was no doubt originally intended, and his name is marked thereon on Holme's map, "Begun in 1681." 

The early meetings of Friends in Byberry were held alternately at the houses of Giles Knight and John Hart, and 

after the defection of John Hart and many of his neighbors through the Kethian trouble of 1692, the meeting was 

located permanently on land of Henry English, adjoining that of Giles Knight, and the latter was one of the most 

prominent members thereof…22 

 
Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records       
 
 

                                                 
22

 Jordan, J. W. Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania. Vol. 3. New York: Lewis, 1911. 1375. Web. 15 Nov. 2014.    

<https://archive.org/details/colonialrevolutiv3jord>. 

https://archive.org/details/colonialrevolutiv3jord
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: EVAN MORRIS & HIS WIFE, GAINOR MORRIS 
 

Evan Morris was born in Cardiganshire, Wales, about 1654, and died in Abington, Pennsylvania, in 1708. In 1683, he 

was converted to the Quaker faith in Wales, and the account of his subsequent sufferings and imprisonment for his 

faith is recorded in Quaker documents. He came to Pennsylvania in 1690, bringing a certificate from the "Quarterly 

Meeting at Tydden y Garreg in ye County Merioneth," Wales, dated "6 mo. 8, 1690," and the certificate included the 

names of Evan Morris, wife Gainor, and two children, Morris and Catherine. He was a glover and carried on this 

business in Philadelphia before settling in Abington (now in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania.) Evan Morris married, 

in Wales, Gainor. They had a son: Morris…23  

 

At ye first settling of Pennsylvania a general meeting was held at Salem about ye affairs of the church for both Jersies 

and Pennsylvania ye nth of 2 Mo. 1682." This was soon followed by: "At a Mo. Meeting of Friends in truth of the 

inhabitants about Tookany & paetquesink Creeks, being met together for ye Service of truth, and ye better ordering 

and Government of ye affairs of ye church etc." These Friends, on 10 mo. 3, 1683, passed this minute:  "Monthly 

Meeting at the house of Sarah Seyers [in Oxford town- ship]. At the request of some ffriends belonging to this 

meeting. A meeting was settled near Cheltenham at the house of Richard Wall." Thus Richard Wall's house was one of 

the very earliest meeting-houses in Philadelphia County whose location can with certainty be ascertained, and, if my 

surmises as to its identity are correct, the only one still standing…. 

 

The Cheltenham Meeting was continued until near 1700, when, to secure a more central situation, for the 

accommodation of Friends of Byberry, Oxford, and Cheltenham, John Barnes, of Abington township, conveyed unto 

Samuel Cart, Everard Bolton, Evan Morris, Robert Fletcher, and Thomas Canby a tract of one hundred and twenty 

acres of land in said Abington township, in trust for the use of Friends of Dublin Monthly Meeting. The meeting-

house, now known as Abington Meeting, appears from the minutes to have been completed in the sixth month, 1700.24 

 
OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: WILLIAM JENKINS & ELIZABETH [GRIFFITH] JENKINS 
 

William Jenkins and his wife Elizabeth Griffith, came from Tenby, Pembrokeshire, Wales, and settled on 1000 

acres purchased of William Penn, October 24 and 25, 1681, and laid out to them in Haverford, Chester county, 

where they resided until 1696. William Jenkins being a Colonial Justice of Chester county, 1691-3, and a member 

of Provincial Assembly from that county, 1690-5. They removed, 1696, to Abington township, where William 

Jenkins purchased a tract of 400 acres, including the present site of Jenkintown, name for him. He, with Joseph 

Phipps, had charge of the erection of Abington Meeting House, 1697. 25 

 
 

                                                 
23

 Jordan, J. W. Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania. Vol. IV, part 1. New York: Lewis, Pub. Co. 1932. 18.  Web. 27
th

 

June 2016. <https://archive.org/details/colonialrevoluti41jord>.  
24

 Shoemaker, Benjamin H. Genealogy of the Shoemaker Family of Cheltenham, Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1903. 11. Web. 

27
th

 June 2016. <https://archive.org/details/genealogyofshoem00shoe>. 
25

 Jordan, J. W. Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania. Vol. 1. New York: Lewis Pub. Co. 1911. 500. Web. 15
th

 Nov. 

2014.   <https://archive.org/details/colonialrevoluti01jord>. NOTE: Only a Thomas & Dorothy Kenderdin of Abington were located in 

Philadelphia Deed Book G.10.16 Thomas Kenderdine to Abraham Coffing on the 10
th

 June 1746. He is not the Byberry Burial Ground. 

https://archive.org/details/colonialrevoluti41jord
https://archive.org/details/genealogyofshoem00shoe
https://archive.org/details/colonialrevoluti01jord
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: WILLIAM JENKINS 
 

               
                    Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records      
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: ABEL HINGSTON & WIFE ELIZA HINGSTON,26 WILLIAM HINGSTON 
 
    1709 - Petition of the Inhabitants of Bucks For Road From Hingston's Ford To Philadelphia Lower Queens Road 

    
   Image Courtesy of Philadelphia City Archives – Court of the Quarter Sessions – Accessed: 2nd June 2014 

                                                 
26

 Abel Hinkson… He was one of the elders of Byberry meeting about twenty-eight years, and appears to have supported the dignified 

character of a religious, upright, and consistent man. His daughter Susanna married George James in 1715, and had two children, Abel 

and Elizabeth. Abel James was born at the residence of his grandfather Hinkson on Poquesink creek—he married Thomas Chalkley's 

daughter, Rebecca, and established himself in an extensive mercantile concern in Philadelphia.: Memoirs of the Historical Society of 

Pennsylvania. Phila. Pub. M'Carty and Davis, 1827. 184. Web. 29
th

 June 2016. <https://archive.org/details/memoirshistoric06penngoog>. 

[Hingson is a misspelling. The Abel Hinkson who died in 1747 is not the same one as the petition but probably his son]. 

Editors Note: Additional Road Petitions of Byberry Township’s inhabitants are in chronological order – in the APPENDIX. 

https://archive.org/details/memoirshistoric06penngoog
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: DANIEL WALTON 
 

Daniel Walton, one of the four brothers. … He married Mary Lamb, 6th mo. 21st 1688 (O. S.). Throughout his 

long life he was much respected, and was considered among the faithful Friends of that day. He died in 1719, 

leaving seven children: Samuel, Daniel, Joshua, Joseph, Benjamin, Nathan, and Mary. Nearly all the Waltons at 

present residing in the vicinity of Byberry are descendants of the ancient Daniel.27 

            
          Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 

                                                 
27

 Martindale, Joseph C, and Albert W. Dudley. A History of the Townships of Byberry and Moreland, in Philadelphia, Pa: From Their 

Earliest Settlements by the Whites to the Present Time. Philadelphia: G.W. Jacobs & Co, 1901. 366. Web. 31
st
 July 2014. 

<https://archive.org/details/historyoftownshi00martrich>. 

 

https://archive.org/details/historyoftownshi00martrich
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: CRISPIN COLLETT (ALSO SPELLED COLLET)  
 

Richard Collett settled on a 500 acre tract of land in Byberry Township near the lands of John Hart & John Rush.28 He married 
Elizabeth Rush, a daughter of Captain (old Trooper) John Rush of Cromwell’s Army.  
 
Crispin Collett was eldest the son of John Collett and Mary (Crispin) Collett.29  
 
                                         THE 500 ACRES OF RICHARD COLLETT IN BYBERRY AT POTQUESSINK 

 
 Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 
 

 
 Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records  

                                                 
28

 Jordan, J. W. Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania. B. Frank Hart. Vol. 3. New York: Lewis, 1911. 1380-1386. Web. 

15
th

 Nov. 2014.    <https://archive.org/details/colonialrevolutiv3jord>. 
29

 See: Philadelphia Deed Book: G.5.425 Mary Collyer, Widow, late Widow and Administratrix of John Collett of Byberry Township of 

Philadelphia, to Crispin Collett eldest son of John Collett, Thomas Collett, John Vincent, Hester his wife, Joseph Hart, Elizabeth his 

wife… all daughters of John Collett … 4
th

 of February 1742/3. 

https://archive.org/details/colonialrevolutiv3jord
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: CRISPIN COLLETT (ALSO SPELLED COLLET)  
 
Illustration below: Courtesy of Horatio Gates Jones 

 
CRISPIN COLLETT 30  — Elected as a Deacon of Pennepek Baptist Church on the 2nd May 1747  
 
His mother Mary, (also known as Marie) was the daughter of Silas Crispin31 and granddaughter of Pennsylvania Surveyor General 
Captain Thomas Holme.  
 
When his father John Collett died, the widow Mary Collett remarried in Christ Church to a Richard Collier (Collyer) on 1st of 
January 1733.32  
 
As a Deacon of the Pennepek Baptist Church, it is unknown why Crispin Collett was interred the Byberry Township Public Burial 
Ground instead of the Church Burial ground?    
  
 

                                                 
30

 Jones, Horatio G. Historical Sketch of the Lower Dublin (or Pennepek) Baptist Church, Philadelphia, Pa: With Notices of the Pastors, 

&c. Morrisania, N.Y: publisher not identified, 1869. 37. Web. 28
th

 of June 2016. <https://archive.org/details/historicalsketch00jone>. 
31

 For additional information of the Penn/Crispin Connection, See: Philadelphia Deed Book H.15.352 William Penn to Benjamin Crispin, 

deceased, to ye Children of Captain William Crispin - 3000 acres. James, Joseph, Benjamin, Ellinor, Elizabeth and Amy Crispin, Trustees 

Thomas Childleigh, Martin Parse & John Watts of Kinsdale, 8
th

 August 1687, and Philadelphia Deed Book: C.2.vol.3.136 George Collett 

to Christopher Pennock, C.2.vol.3.138 George Collett to Christopher Pennock, C.2.vol.3.141 Assignment 500 acres to Robert Collett. 

(1697). Robert Collett, son of George Collett, brother & next of kin of George Collett, "For natural love and affection… nephews 

Nathaniel & Joseph Pennock sons of Christopher Pennock. 
32

 Record of Pennsylvania Marriages, Prior to 1810. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: C.M. Busch, 1895. 60. Web. 28
th
 of June 2016. 

<https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniaser208harruoft>. 

https://archive.org/details/historicalsketch00jone
https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniaser208harruoft
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: JOHN RUSH, AURELIA RUSH, WILLIAM RUSH, JAMES RUSH (BLACKSMITH) 
 

 
Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 
 
A small piece of the Rush Family’s Homestead stayed in the family for several generations until the 9th of February 1748/9, when 
John Rush, Gunsmith, who inherited the Byberry property and wife Susannah (Hall) Rush sold it to her brother John Hall, 
Blacksmith, they having moved into a gun shop in Philadelphia, which was also inherited.33 
 
On the 8th of July 1756, John Hall, Blacksmith, sold to John Jackson, the following two tracts: the first tract consisting of 72 acres 
and an additional16 acres plus 64 perches, the second tract consisting of 12 acres & 106 perches. 34 
 
 

                                                 
33

  See Philadelphia Deed Book: H.6.23 John Rush & Susannah Rush to John Hall – 9
th

 February 1748/49 for Byberry property. 
34

 See Philadelphia Deed Book: H.7.264 John Hall to John Jackson – 8
th

 July 1756. 
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7. OTHER SIGNIFICANT PERSONS: JOHN RUSH, AURELIA RUSH, WILLIAM RUSH & JAMES RUSH  

 
Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 
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OLD PHILADELPHIA: NEAR THE POQUESSING CREEK — BY MISS SARAH EVE 
 
                                                                 TOWNSHIP OF PEMAPECCA — 1683 

 
Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records 
 

We are now on Penne Pack Bridge; you will say I am but a poor traveller when I tell you it is the best bridge I ever 

went over, although it has but three arches. I wish it was in my power to describe the beauties of this place; stop and 

look at it! on the left side you see the water tumbling down the rocks frothing and sparkling as it goes; at the bottom it 

runs rippling over stones and then through the bridge where it soons seems to forget its late rapidity and gently 

murmurs on. The creek is not very wide, so that the trees on each side might almost shake hands, and what adds 

much to the beauty of the whole, are the shrubs and bushes all in blossom along the banks. But it won't do to stay 

here all day, we must leave it to the possession of the sylvan inhabitants and pursue our journey. I have forgotten to 

mention before that we passed the place upon which it was first designed by man, but not by the author of nature, to 

have built Philadelphia; it is a fine, high, delightful spot, and much pleasanter than where it now stands; after some 

time they discovered a riff of rocks near the harbour, which was the natural cause of their quitting that sweet spot; it 

still goes by the name of "Old Philadelphia," and there are many good Plantations upon it, the distance from the 

present city being about twelve miles. We passed another church exactly like that at Frankfort, with a well and horse 

block at the side of it, but whether the church is this, or the other side of Penne Pack, I cannot recollect. The way 

from this to Poquestion Bridge is pleasingly diversified by hills and agreeable looking farms, and at this season is 

beautiful indeed; the sheep feeding upon the sides of the hills, the birds hopping from bough to bough, the cattle 

grazing on the meadows, or lying at their ease under the shade of a spreading oak or poplar, serves to put one in mind 

of that age so celebrated by the Poets.35 — 4th May 1773.  

 

                                                 
35

 Eve, Sarah. Extracts from the Journal of Miss Sarah Eve: Written While Living Near the City of Philadelphia in 1772-73. Philadelphia. 

PMHB. Vol.5. 1880.  19-36. 191-205. Web. 22nd May 2016. <https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniamaga05histuoft>. 

https://archive.org/details/pennsylvaniamaga05histuoft
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OLD PHILADELPHIA: NEAR THE POQUESSING CREEK — BY JOHN FANNING WATSON 
 
John Fanning Watson’s Sketch of the Rush Family Homestead in Byberry Township – 4th July 1832 

 
Image - Courtesy of The Winterthur Library - Joseph Downs Collection of Manuscripts and Printed Ephemera 
 
Trip to Poetquessinc Creek & the Bake House  
 

I went to this place on the 4 July 1832 in company with my friend Doct J H Gibbon, & was entertained at the Bake 

House, near there, by it, hospitable owner G. W. Morgan Esqre This site is interesting as having been the spot once 

chosen as the location of Philada; so the tradition has run; & so Saml Preston the aged Bucks Co Surveyor…36 

 
1959 – Photos –  Benjamin Rush Birthplace, Spring House, Red Lion Road, Philadelphia, Philadelphia  

 
Images - Courtesy of Jack E. Boucher, Library of Congress <http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/PA0790/>.  

                                                 
36

 Watson, John Fanning: Summer Excursions of year 1831. Trips to Wilmington, Burlington, Mount Holly, Also: Trip to Chester County. 

Reminiscence of New York Harbour, Trip to Poetquessink & Bake House 1832. Unpublished Manuscript. Winterthur Digital Collections, 

Images 32 to 37. Web. 15
th

 of November 2014. <http://content.winterthur.org:2011/cdm/ref/collection/watsonfam/id/805>.  

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/PA0790/
http://content.winterthur.org:2011/cdm/ref/collection/watsonfam/id/805
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OLD PHILADELPHIA: NEAR THE POQUESSING CREEK — BY JOHN FANNING WATSON 
 

The same Samuel Preston says of his grandmother, that she said Phineas Pemberton surveyed and laid out a town, 

intended to have been Philadelphia, up at Pennsbury, and that the people who went there were dissatisfied with the 

change. On my expressing doubts of this, thinking she may have confused the case of Chester removal, Mr. Preston 

then further declared, that having, nearly 40 years ago, occasion to hunt through the trunks of surveys of John 

Lukens, Surveyor General of Bucks County, he and Lukens then saw a ground plot for a city of Philadelphia, signed 

Phineas Pemberton, Surveyor General, that fully appeared to have been in Pennsbury Manor; also another for the 

present town of Bristol, then called Buckingham. He also asserts, that from old titles which he has seen, there was a 

place called therein "Old Philadelphia," being on the bank of the river, next below Pottequessing Creek, i. e. 

Poquesink Creek, being the bank northward of the ancient "Bake-house," now Morgan's place. The same name, "Old 

Philadelphia," I have heard there from the old landholders. 37 

John Fanning Watson was not the last to publish an account of  Old Philadelphia:  
 
                                    THE "OLD BAKE-HOUSE" ON THE DELAWARE BURNED.  

 

The Philadelphia Ledger, of Saturday, says: "A few days since the "Bake-house," situated on the Delaware River, 

below the mouth of the Poquessing Creek, was destroyed by fire. This old family mansion was in Lower Dublin 

Township, Twenty-third Ward, and many historical reminiscences cluster around it, recalling memories of bygone 

days. It is stated in the early history of Philadelphia, that WILLIAM PENN instructed his commissioners to examine 

the shores of the Delaware, and to fix upon a site for the building of a 'great city.' After several weeks spent in the 

examination, they selected three places, one of which was the bold shore a short distance above the 'Bake-House.' 

Here they resolved to build the city of Brotherly Love, the country being admirably suited to the purpose; but after 

much time spent in making soundings along the shore, they discovered a large number of rocks, most of which are 

beneath the surface of the river, and finally concluded to abandon the site for the one upon which Philadelphia now 

stands. The rocks were denominated the 'Hen and Chickens,' on account of one of them being much larger than the 

rest. The place has often been called 'Old Philadelphia,' but that name lives only in the traditionary accounts that have 

been handed down to us. About the time of the arrival of PENN, several Welsh families settled along the Delaware, 

not far from the mouth of the Pennypack Creek, and one of the number, named THOMAS, purchased a large tract 

extending up the stream to the site of 'Old Philadelphia.' This settlement was called South Wales. THOMAS started a 

bakery on his tract for the purpose of supplying his friends in the settlement. From this circumstance it was called 

'The Bake-house,' a name by which it has ever since been known. "In 1777 and '78 WASHINGTON and his army 

were encamped at Whitemarsh, in Montgomery County, 'the Old Bake-House was used in supplying bread and biscuit 

to that band of patriots. The Philadelphia Ledger, In latter times large quantities of sea-biscuit were made there, and 

old JACOB WALTON, who died in 1836, remembered the bake-house and the things around it. He said the oven 

was large enough to hold three or four hundred weight of bread at one time, and that the facilities for loading and 

unloading vessels were so good that many ships had all their baking done at the place. The last of the Welsh family 

living there was EVAN THOMAS, who for many years was Justice of the Peace… 38 

                                                 
37

 Watson, John F, and Thomas H. Mumford. Annals of Philadelphia and Pennsylvania, in the Olden Time: Being a Collection of 

Memoirs, Anecdotes, and Incidents of the City and Its Inhabitants, and of the Earliest Settlements of the Inland Part of Pennsylvania, 

from the Days of the Founders : Intended to Preserve the Recollections of Olden Time, and to Exhibit Society in Its Changes of Manners 

and Customs, and the City and Country in Their Local Changes and Improvements. Philadelphia, Pa.: Published for the author, and for 

sale by A. Hart, J.W. Moore, J. Penington, U. Hunt, and H.F. Anners, 1850. 56. <https://archive.org/details/annalsofphiladel01wats>. 
38

 Article Courtesy of the New York Times 10
th

 December 1865. Web. <http://www.nytimes.com/1865/12/10/news/destruction-of-an-

historical-relic-the-old-bake-house-on-the-delaware-burned.html>.   
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CONCLUSION 
 

Not far from the “fording place” on Poquessing Creek, the Byberry Township Public Burial Ground is situated on Red 
Lion Road; within the Crestmont Farms development, located in the Torresdale section of Northeast Philadelphia.  
 
With the burial of Aurelia Rush in 1683, it is the first & oldest known Public Burial Ground still in existence in the City 
of Philadelphia & one of the oldest in Pennsylvania. 
 

The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground is an extremely significant historic site that merits designation by the 
Philadelphia Historical Commission and inclusion on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.  
 
The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground satisfies Criteria for Designation a, b, g, i, and j as enumerated in § 14-
1004 of the Philadelphia Code. The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground is significant:  
 

  as Philadelphia’s First Public Burial Ground, it has survived for more than 333 years in near original condition, it is 
associated with the lives of persons significant in the past; (many of the “First Adventurers” whom are of transcendent 
importance), thereby representing the development, heritage, and cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth 
and Nation; the economic, political, social, geographical, and historical heritage of Byberry Township, (Torresdale) in 
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania, and the United States (Criteria a and j);  
 

  as Philadelphia’s First Public Burial Ground, it was established circa 1683 by John Hart, a legislator who signed 
Pennsylvania’s First “Form of Government” and who was a major religious figure during his lifetime; he was active in 
establishing several Quaker Meetings as well as the 1688 Pennypack Baptist Church; (which is  Pennsylvania’s first and 
oldest Baptist Church); the Byberry Township Public Burial Ground is associated with an event of importance to the 
history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation (Criteria b); 
 

  as Philadelphia’s First Public Burial Ground, it was established circa 1683, laid out as a rectangular “square” similar 
to the several public squares and burial grounds within the Center of Philadelphia which came latter (Criteria g); 
 

  as Philadelphia’s First Public Burial Ground, it has survived for more than 333 years in near original condition, also 
lying near a known Indian Path, it may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history (Criteria i); 
 
 

  as The Byberry Public Burial Ground is located near (Old Philadelphia) the Poquessing Creek, it contains the graves of 
the ancestors of Dr. Benjamin Rush and the Honorable Jacob Rush. It has captured the interest of historians and 
medical doctors; as a SUBJECT, it has found its way into letters written between Dr. Benjamin Rush and John Adams 
(associated with the “healing” of the irreconcilable differences between Thomas Jefferson and John Adams); it has 
found its way into Journals of Psychiatry, on sleep studies, dreaming and subconscious thought; it has found its way 
into publications by the College of Physicians; it has found its way to being a SUBJECT of literary value; it is a place 
where John Fanning Watson made a pilgrimage 4th July of 1832 (before he published his Annals in 1833), as Watson 
attempted to preserve the Rush Homestead; it has found its way as a place of Destination & Destiny, a place where 
one can stand in the same spot and Dream the Dreams of Dr. Benjamin Rush,39 to rethink the thoughts of John 
Fanning Watson and see through one’s own mind’s eye what they had once also seen – to feel their emotions. John 
Fanning Watson has established himself as Philadelphia’s first preservationist, by his words, in his deeds and by his 
actions.40 It (the Burial Ground) induces an emotional connection to the Founding of this Commonwealth, a 
connection with the Founders of this City, a connection to the founders of this Nation. There is not a Criterion listed 
that could possibly exemplify or highlight the patriotic experience, experienced when standing in this place and on this 
ground.  

                                                 
39

 Binger, CA. "The Dreams of Benjamin Rush." The American Journal of Psychiatry 125.12 (1969): 1653-9. Print. (Menkevich Library). 
40

 Young, David W. The Battles of Germantown: Public History and Preservation in America's Most Historic Neighborhood During the 
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8. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
                                  Partial Abstract of The Byberry Public Burial Ground and Related Deeds 

                            Year:                                 Grantor:                         Grantee:                       Deed Number 

 
1st September       1681                                   William Penn                    John Hart                   By Warrant41 Pat.A-No.2 page 529  
 
12th October        1681                                    William Penn                    John Hart                    F.3.173  
                                                                                                                                                    1000 acres in Pennsylvania 
 
12th 5th Month      1684                                     John Hart                        Nathan Walton            D-74-176 (Land Office) 
                                                                                                                                                    100 acres in Byberry 
 
8th 8th Month        1697                                     John Hart                        James Rush                  E.3.vol.5.136  
                                                                                                                                                     72 acres in Byberry 
 
9th 10th Month      1697                                      John Hart                       Andrew Bankson          E.3.vol.5.197  
“One hundred and one acres of land, the one acre thereof being excepted out of the said sale being assigned for public burial 
ground unto the said township of Byberry according to the dimensions of nine thirteen Perch Square as it is now surveyed… 
 
19th 3rd Month      1701                                     William Penn                    John Hart                   D-85-101 (Land Office) 
Grant of Resurvey 440 acres in Biberry Township to subdivide…  
 
9th 4th Month        1701                                      Edward Pennington          John Hart                  D-74-183 (Land Office) 
                                                                          Warrant/Survey              “                 “               Draft - 484 acres 
9th 4th  Month       1702                                       Resurvey                        “                 “ 
1st 1st   Month       1703                                       Returned                        “                 “ 
 
31st 3rd Mo., May  1703                                        John Hart                        John Hart                    Pat.A-No.2 page 529 
                                                                                                                                                        484 acres in Byberry 
 
4th February         1705                                        John Hart                        John Turner                  B.2.213  
                                                                                                                                                        62 acres in Byberry 
 
1st 9th Mo. Nov.   1705                                        John Hart                        Andrew Bankson           B.2.211  
203 Acres of Land and is part of 484 acres granted to the sd. John Hart by Patent…dated the 31st of 3rd month 1703, recorded in 
the Rolls Office at Philadelphia in Patent Book A-2-329 & 330 on the 31st of the 3rd month 1703 …”excepting out of the hereby 
granted premises one acre of land for burying ground…" [Note: Should read Patent Book A-2-529-30]. 
 
16th 3rd Month      1707                                       John Hart                          John Turner                  E.3.vol.6.105  
48 acres of 484 acres bordering Andrew Bankson & Nathan Walton. 
 
19th June             1716                                        John Hart             Thomas Rush & John Rush        E.7.vol.9.415  
John Hart of Warminster, Bucks county, Eldest Son & heir of John Hart sr., deceased…   
60 acres in Byberry part of a lott of 484 acres which since the decease of the sd John Hart the Father was sold but not actually 
conveyed to Richard Collett, and since that likewise sold but not actually conveyed to Thomas Rush [of Lower Dublin]… 
Bordering John Hilurds, James Rush, Richard Colletts, Nathan Walton & Richardsons…to John Rush of Biberry … 
 
23rd November  1717                                       Andrew Bankson            Benjamin Duffield              E.7.vol.10.416  
203 acres "excepting out of the present Grant one acre of Land Reserved for a Burying Ground …" satisfied 25th March 1725. 
 
28th April             1729                                      Andrew Bankson             Evan Thomas                     H.4.205  
Between Andrew Bankson of Bibury, (and Gartia his Wife) and Evan Thomas of Lower Dublin… 203 Acres of Land and is part 
of 484 acres… granted the 31st of the 3rd month 1703 recorded in the Rolls Office at Philadelphia in Patent Book A-2-529 … 
granted unto Andrew Bankson 1st November 1705… signed by Andrew Bankson, Gertrude Bankson …Delivered in the presence 
of us: Abednego Thomas…personally appeared: Nathaniel Walton of the city of Philadelphia, School Master … 

                                                 
41

 Warrt. 1
st
 Sept 1681, Pat. 31

st
 May 1703. <http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/A-AAPatentIndex121.pdf>. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/A-AAPatentIndex121.pdf
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                            Year:                                      Grantor:                         Grantee:                       Deed Number 

 
8th December        1767                                     David Thomas                Edward Duffield               X.12.359 [Mortgage]    
Indenture between David Thomas of the Township of Bibury in the County of Philadelphia in the province of Pennsylvania 
Yeoman and Mary his Wife of the one Part and Edward Duffield of the City of Philadelphia in the province aforesaid Clock 
maker of the other part Whereas the said David Thomas in and by a certain writing Obligatory or Bond under his Hand and Seal 
bearing even date with these presents standeth bound unto the said Edward Duffield in the Sum of Eight hundred pounds lawful 
money of Pennsylvania Conditioned… Two Hundred and three Acres [in Bibury] saving and excepting thereout and therefrom 
one Acre laid out for a burying Ground, It being the same which Evan Thomas father of the above named David by his last will 
and testament dated 18th of ye 5th Month 1746 devised inter alia unto the said David, relation being there unto had more fully and 
at large appears... 
 
12th June              1769                                      David Thomas                Edward Duffield              X.14.86 [Mortgage] 
Indenture between David Thomas of the Township of Bibury in the County of Philadelphia in the Province of Pennsylvania 
Yeoman and Mary his Wife of the one Part And Edward Duffield of the City of Philadelphia in the Province aforesaid Clock 
Maker of the other part Whereas the said David Thomas in and by a Certain Obligation… Containing by Computation Two 
Hundred and three Acres [in Bibury] Saving and Excepting thereout and therefrom One Acre laid out for a Burying Ground (It 
being the same Premises which Evan Thomas the Father of the said David by his last Will and Testament dated the Eighteenth 
Day of the Fifth Month 1746 Devised, inter alia, unto the said David as by the same Will Relation being thereunto had more at 
large appears). Sealed & Delivered in the presence of Daniel Walton, Rebecca Parry - The 12th day of June 1769 Before Alexander 
Edwards … [additional notations] …The 10th day of June 1771 before me William Parr Recorder of Deeds &ct Edward Duffield 
the Mortgagee in this Record named and Acknowledged to have had and received by the hands of Judah Foulke Esq., High 
Sheriff, all the Mortgage Monies and Interest thereon by this record payable in full Satisfaction and discharge of the Mortgage 
have entered.  
 
3rd June             1771                                        Daniel Walton                   Evan Thomas                    D.76.566  
Daniel Walton of the Manor of Moreland and Evan Thomas of the Township of Biberry, Whereas Judah Foulke Esq., High 
Sheriff … by virtue of a Writ…on the 11th day of March last past did by his Deed Poll 31st May also last past … did deliver unto 
the said Daniel Walton in ffee A Certain Messuage Plantation and Tract of Land situate in the Township of Biberry containing 
207 acres and 65 perches… Which said Plantation was part of the Estate of David Thomas of Byberry aforesaid yeoman 
deceased, the father of the said Evan Thomas … This Indenture … A Certain Lot or piece of Land [part of the above described 
Plantation or Tract] … in the fork of Biberry road … containing 3 acres and 10 perches … 
 
6th June          1771                                         Judah Folke, Sheriff            Daniel Walton                    B.3.128 Sheriff (C.P.) 
Deed Poll 31st May also last past … did deliver unto the said Daniel Walton in ffee A Certain Messuage Plantation and Tract of 
Land situate in the Township of Biberry containing 207 acres and 65 perches…Daniel Walton being the highest Bidder at Publick 
Vendue or Auction… at the suit of Edward Duffield 11th day of March past… 
 
Edward Duffield v. David Thomas Administration 
6th June         1771                                          Judah Folk, Sheriff             Daniel Walton                      B.3.129 Sheriff (C.P.) 
Court of the Common Pleas OCP Estate of David Thomas of Byberry Containing 207 acres and 65 perches. Excepting and 
Reserving nevertheless One Acre of Ground which is laid out for a Burying Ground.  
 
7th June        1771                                           Daniel Walton                     Edward Duffield                  D.11.523  
2 acres and 126 perches in Byberry (Part of 207 acres and 65 perches, late the property of David Thomas), with all this singular 
buildings & improvements…  
                              
7th June                1771                                       Daniel Walton                Edward Duffield            X.15.433 [Mortgage] 
Indenture made between Daniel Walton of the Manor of Moreland County of Philadelphia and Province of Pennsylvania 
Yeoman and Sarah his Wife of the one part and Edward Duffield of the City of Philadelphia in the Province aforesaid Clock 
Maker of the other part…Daniel Walton… herewith Standeth Bound unto the said Edward Duffield… Obligation and Condition 
thereof relation being had more at large appears… Containing Two Hundred and Six Acres and One Hundred and fifty perches 
[Excepting and Reserving nevertheless out of the present Grant One Acre of Ground which is laid out for a Burying Ground and also three Acres 
and Ten perches laying in the fork of the public Road running through the Premises and adjoining the aforesaid John Jacksons 
land which the said Daniel Walton and Wife have sold or contracted to sell to Evan Thomas]…    Recorded 3rd July 1771. 
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                             Year:                                      Grantor:                           Grantee:                          Deed Number 

 
6th 3rd Month        1772                                 Evan Thomas                       John Dunkan                                  D.77.614  
Daniel Walton 3rd 6th month 1771 sold to Evan Thomas a lot of ground part of above tract in Byberry in the fork of the Byberry 
Road containing 3 acres and 10 perches… In this Indenture…Evan Thomas of Byberry sold to John Dunkan of Southampton in 
the county of Bucks the same 3 acres and 10 perches part of that which Judah Foulke sold to Daniel Walton… [part of] 207 acres 
and 65 perches. Brief of title follows this deed stating: “Will of Evan Thomas 18th 5th Mo. 1746 in the Words following devised to 
his Son David Thomas his heirs and assigns for ever the House and Plantation whereon I now dwell … A Common Recovery 
was suffered; enter Judah Foulke Esq., High Sheriff of Philadelphia. 
 
6th Feb.                1779                                    Christian Minnick 42                Daniel Walton                             D.33.383  
5 Acres, 14 square perches in Lower Dublin… 
 
4th Sept.                1784                                    Daniel Walton                      Edward Duffield                           D.11.379  
40 acres and 81 perches land in Byberry (Part of 207 acres and 65 perches, late the property of David Thomas), with all this 
singular buildings & improvements. 
 
Edward Duffield v. Daniel Walton 
10th Dec.              1791                                    James Ash, Sheriff                Edward Duffield           Sheriff Book C page 261 
Court of The Common Pleas. This deed is for 165 acres & 34 perches "Excepting and reserving nevertheless out of this present 
Grant as followeth, to wit: The Lot about one Acre of land heretofore laid out and appropriated for a Burying Ground…" 
 
8th June               1795                                      Edward Duffield                  William Bell                                   D.53.64  
[Edward Duffield & his Wife Catherine] Whereas James Ash Esq., High Sheriff on the 5th day of October 1791… Recovery of a 
debt of Daniel Walton of Byberry - 165 acres & 34 perches  (including the Tract sold to Daniel Walton by Christian Minnick) 
Partly in Lower Dublin & partly in Byberry… [This sale is for the 14 acres & 24 square perches partly in Byberry & partly in 
Lower Dublin].  
 
28th July            1801                          Edward Duffield (Clockmaker)             Elizabeth Ingraham          Will Book No. 1 page 121 
Edward Duffield: Will No. 160 of 1803; City Hall, Philadelphia, Prove Date: 23rd July 1803. Land partly in Byberry and partly in 
Moorland Townships joining lands formerly Nathaniel Walton, Silas Walton and William Bell, being composed of part of land 
purchased of Daniel Walton and James Ash, Sheriff.  
 
6th Dec.            1820                                     Francis & Elizabeth Ingraham     Edward D. Ingraham, Jr.             iW.6.677  
105 Acres & 1 Rod in Byberry - by Last Will of Edward Duffield, Sr.                    
 
28th March       1821                                       Francis Ingraham                         Alfred Ingraham                        iW.9.605 
Two Tracts, one in Byberry of 78 acres and another tract in Moorland dividing the township of Moreland & Byberry, in Trust by 
Last Will of Edward Duffield Sr., on the 28th July 1801 devised to daughter Elizabeth Ingraham.              
 
9th June            1835                                       Alfred Ingraham                          Walter Conners                         AM.63.400  
This deed references Philadelphia Deed Books: iW.6.677 and iW.9.605 (see above deeds). 
 
6th Aug.            1835                                       Edward D. Ingraham                   Alfred Ingraham                       AM.67.290  
101 Acres & 3 rods in Byberry - by Last Will of Edward Duffield, Sr. 
 
10th Aug.           1835                                       Edward D. Ingraham                   Catherine D. Ingraham            AM.67.287  
101 Acres & 3 rods in Byberry Township - by Last Will of Edward Duffield, Sr. 
 
29th Sept.           1845                                 John & Walter Conyers                      Edward S. Campbell                RLL.50.292 
 
29th Sept.           1845                                 Edward S. Campbell                           Walter Conyers                        RLL.50.290 
(78 acres, also 5 acres & 116 perches. See: John & Walter Conyers & Rebecca Jones to Edward S. Campbell, above).  

                                                 
42

 Proviso on Minnick’s Land: 50 acres set aside for the use and enjoyment of four former slaves – Ishmael, Sarah, Prince and Margaret. 
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                            Year:                                      Grantor:                         Grantee:                              Deed Number 

 
1st April                1848                                Walter Conyors                   Elisha Newbold                         AWM.65.182 
 
1st April                1850                                Elisha Newbold                  Elizabeth Morrell                        GWC.55.5 
 
2nd Sept.               1852                                Elizabeth Morrell               Frederick H. Morrell                    TH.38.298 
 
21st Oct.               1852                                Frederick H. Morrell           John W. Lenfesty                         TH.42.511 
 
30th May               1853                                Frederick H. Morrell          Elisha Newbold                            TH.129.421  
This Indenture contains 13 acres and 100 perches of land… Part of the same Messuage and tract of Land which Elizabeth Morrell 
by Indenture dated the 2nd September 1852 containing 54 acres, confirmed unto the said Frederick H. Morrell recorded in Deed 
Book TH.38.298 (above). 
 
31st March            1854                                Elisha Newbold                  John Ringgold Wilmer                   TH.142.7 
98 acres comprised of three tracts (Two tracts: 78 acres and 5 acres & 116 perches, recited in Deed Book RLL.50.290 and 13 
acres and 100 perches recited in Deed Book TH.129.421). 
 
21st March           1856                          Rebecca Rich (Signalwoman)      John R. Wilmer                           RDW.72.299  
Whereas Evan Thomas & Elizabeth his Wife on 6th March 1772 granted in Deed Book D.77.614 Evan Thomas to John Dungan. 
John Dungan died leaving three daughters Esther Briggs, Phoebe Rich and Rachel Walton Wife of George Walton tenants in 
common… on 17th October 1833 the conveyed in Book AM.40.428 to Julia Ann Rich deceased Will Book 13, pg. 605, devised to 
her sister Rebecca Rich… 3 acres and 10 perches.  
 
22nd March          1869                           John Ringgold Wilmer                Simon Wilmer Cannell                  JTO.228.260  
Several parcels: 1 acre & 143 and 4/10th Perches, also 1 ¼ acre… part of 78 acres and part of 5 acres & 116 perches… recorded: 
TH.142.7 Elisha Newbold to John Ringgold Wilmer. 
 
13th April            1869                            John R. Wilmer                          Charles Knight, Jr.                          JTO.239.9  
John R. Wilmer & Lydia his Wife to Charles Knight, Jr., three contiguous tracts… The 1st tract is 13 acres & 110 perches 
bordering the grave-yard… another tract “Containing 65 acres & ¼ acres of land more or less Subject to the reservation thereout 
of about One Acre of land used as the Burying ground aforesaid and belonging to Byberry Township the whole being a part of 78 
acres which Elisha Newbold and Sarah his Wife by indenture dated 31st day of March 1854 Recorded at Philadelphia in Deed 
Book TH.142.7 granted & conveyed to John R. Wilmer… The last tract containing 3 acres and 10 perches being the same 
premises or lot of ground which Rebecca Rich by indenture 21st March 1856 recorded in Philadelphia Deed Book Series RDW, 
Volume 72, Page 299.  
 
10th May            1870                             Simon Wilmer Cannell                John Lardner                                   JAH.146.29  
To stone marked D 1799 set for a corner of Byberry & Moreland Townships…other parcels & lotts on Red Lion road, crossing 
the road obliquely partially by a Graveyard belonging to Byberry Township… (The 1¼-acre bordering the Graveyard belonging 
to the Township of Byberry, recorded 22 March 1869 in Philadelphia Deed Book JTO.228.260). 
 
10th May               1870                                       John Lardner                  Sarah Nevison Cannell                  JAH.146.34  
…to stone marked D 1792 set for a corner of Byberry & Moreland Townships thence along the line dividing the said 
townships… to a road leading from the Red Lion to the Byberry Meeting house Thence crossing the said road obliquely partially 
by the said John R. Wilmer’s land and partially by a Graveyard belonging to Byberry Township… South twenty degrees East 
thirty-three perches and thirty-eight hundredths to a corner in the said road nine feet and a quarter from the East-side hereof 
supposed to be also a corner of the said Graveyard thence along the Southeast line of the said Graveyard North forty-five 
degrees East three Perches and thirty four hundredths to a stone set for a corner … 
 
10th Nov.             1870                                      John R. Wilmer                  Francis A. Drexel                  JAH.85.262   
17 acres & 52 perches with the Mansion House (and a Road), also a track of land containing 3 acres & 10 perches conveyed by 
John R. Wilmer to Charles Knight Jr. containing 17 acres & 52 perches… composed of Part & parcel the first & second describes 
of three tracts which 1st March 1854 Elisha Newbold conveyed to John R. Wilmer in Deed Book TH.142.7 
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                            Year:                                       Grantor:                               Grantee:                      Deed Number 

 
10th June              1873                                    Simon Wilmer Cannell          Francis A. Drexel               FTW.42.285  
All that certain Lot or piece of ground Situate in Byberry - Bounded and described according to a survey made the 22nd January 
1873 by Elias T. Hall…"Beginning at a corner in the middle of the Road leading from the Red Lion to the Byberry Meeting 
House (Known in the Deeds as Southampton Road)"… thence running into and along said road partly by said [Charles] Knight's land 
partly by a Grave Yard belonging to Byberry Township and partly by the other land of Sarah N. Cannell …to the place of 
beginning containing 8 acres & 70 perches …(this deed is part of & mentions several other tracts: 75 perches, a lot of 1¼ acres, 7 
acres & 155 perches being part of 99 acres & 50 perches included in a larger tract of 142 acres 1 Rod and 1 perch & six-tenths of 
a perch… recorded 17th August 1860 in Deed Book ADB.131.46 Humberston Skipwith to Sarah Nevison Cannell).  
 
27th June             1873                                      Maria Louisa Lenfesty           Francis A. Drexel              FTW.50.538 
Maria Louisa Lenfesty, widow & sole Executrix of John W. Lenfesty… All That Certain Messuage house and lot of Land Situate 
in Byberry Township… according to a recent Survey made by Elias T. Hall, surveyor …Road leading from the Red Lion to 
Bustelton…by a private lane 30 feet wide conveyed by John R. Wilmer to Simon Wilmer Cannell…by the land of Charles Knight 
… containing one Acre [Being part of a larger tract of Land which Frederick H. Morrell  & wife by indenture 21st October 1852 
Recorded in Deed Book TH.42.511 granted to John W Lenfesty] … (recital concerning the Estate & Will continues…). 
 
24 June              1878                                       Sarah N. Cannell, Widow        Elias T. Hall                     DHL.158.505  
All that certain lot or piece of land situate in Byberry Township in the Twenty Third Ward of the City and County of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania Bounded and described as follows viz Beginning in a corner in the centre of the County Bridge over 
Poquessing Creek in a line dividing Bucks County from the City of Philadelphia at the middle of the said creek and in the middle 
of Red-Lion Road … containing One Acre and three quarters of one acre of Land more or less. Part hereof… Simon Wilmer 
Cannell granted to Humberston Skipwith Trustee the 17th day of August 1860, Humberston Skipwith Trustee granted & conveyed 
unto [his daughter] Sarah Nevison Cannell… recorded in Deed Book ADB.131.38. 
 
18th July           1885                             Anthony J. Drexel al Exrs.       Anthony J. Drexel al., Executor    GGP.83.300 
All that certain lot or piece of ground in said 23rd Ward of the said City bounded and described according to a survey thereof on 
22nd January 1873 by Elias T. Hall as follows to wit: beginning at a corner in the middle of the Road leading from the Red Lion to 
the Byberry Meeting House (Known in the deeds as Southampton Road) and extending thereby the other lands of Sarah N. 
Cannell of which this was part … by a Graveyard belonging to Byberry Township … (being the same Tract of land which Simon 
Wilmer Cannell and wife by indenture dated 10th June 1873 and recorded in deed Book FTW no.42 page 285… 
 
10th March         1888                                        Martha K. Tomlinson             Thomas S. Leedom           GGP.388.400  
Charles Knight published his will on the 13th July 1887 in Will Book no. 91 page 263…This Indenture Containing about 82 
acres… along the line of said graveyard…then obliquely along the line the west line of the said graveyard…to the place of the 
Beginning, Containing 65 ¼ acres land more or less Subject to the reservation thereout of about one acre of land used as the 
Burying ground aforesaid and belonging to Byberry Township (the whole being part of 78 acres which Elisha Newbold and Sarah 
his wife by indenture dated the 31st March 1854 recorded in Philadelphia Deed Book TH.142.7 so granted and Conveyed to the 
said John R. Wilmer in fee), also 3 acres & 10 perches…also 13 acres 110 perches…. See:  Philadelphia Deed Book JTO.239.9 
John R. Wilmer to Charles Knight 
 
13th July         1888                                     Thomas S. Leedom               Martha K. Tomlinson               GGP.408.265 
Thomas S. Leedom, carpet manufacturer to Martha K. Tomlinson wife of Joseph Tomlinson All That Certain farm, tract or piece 
of land Situate in the late Township of Byberry, now the Twenty Third Ward of the City of Philadelphia Containing about Eighty 
Two Acres composed of three contiguous lots or tracts of land described… [3acres and 10 perches, also 13 acres 110 perches, 65 
¼ acres more or less]… Subject to the reservation thereof of about one acre of land used as the Burying ground aforesaid and 
belonging to Byberry Township. …Being the same premises which Martha K. Tomlinson, surviving Executor of the Last Will of 
Charles Knight Junior deceased… on the 10th day of March 1888 intended to convey unto Thomas S. Leedom in fee… recorded 
in GGP.388.400. 
 
18th March            1890                          Louise D. Morrell, Trustee              Elizabeth D. Smith                  GGP.623.187 
By the Last Will of Francis A. Drexel - dated 16th March 1883, proved 21st February 1885… House No. 1503 Walnut Street with 
stables in rear on the North Side of Moravian St. also My Country seat furnished with Mansion House in the 23rd Ward used by 
me and my said daughters and shared by my said daughters… recorded: GGP.83.300 Anthony J. Drexel to Anthony J. Drexel. 
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                             Year:                                      Grantor:                            Grantee:                              Deed Number 

 
13th December     1890                  Anthony J. Drexel et al Trustees             Louise Drexel Morrell et al.         GGP.721.434 
Anthony J. Drexel & Walter George Smith, Executors of the last Will and Testament of Elizabeth Drexel Smith, deceased to 
Louise B. Morrell, Wife of Edward DeVeaux Morrell and Catherine M. Drexel, Singlewoman, According to Last Will of Elizabeth 
Drexel Smith - departed this life 26th September 1890 - “I devise to my husband Walter George Smith in fee Simple my country 
residence and farm known as St. Michael at Torresdale Pennsylvania…” and all the other lands in 23rd Ward… Anthony J. Drexel 
& Walter George Smith sell to Louise B. Morrell & Catherine M. Drexel for ONE DOLLAR. 
 
16th June             1891                              Sarah N. Cannell, Widow             Charles A. Porter                          TG.67.219  
All the certain tract or piece of land late in the Township of Byberry… Bounded and described according to a Survey made 31st 
day of December 1888… along land of the Public Burial ground … reference to the survey of George S. Webster, surveyor and 
Regulator of the Tenth district of the City of Philadelphia Containing eighty-one hundredths [81/100th] of one acre of land more 
or less, being the same premises which John Lardner by Indenture dated the Tenth day of May A.D. 1871 recorded in Deed Book 
J.A.H. 146 page 34 conveyed inter alia unto the said Sarah N. Cannell in Fee Together with all and singular buildings…  
 
16th June             1891                              Joseph Tomlinson & Wife            Charles F. Trego                           TG.81.117  
Being the same premises that Thomas L. Leedom and Hanna his Wife on 13th July 1888 sold to Martha K. Tomlinson, recorded 
in Philadelphia Deed Book GGP.408.265 
 
1st July                1891                                      Charles F. Trego            Edward DeVeaux Morrell                   TG.79.427  
 

All that certain tract of land with buildings and improvements thereon erected situate in the late township of 
Byberry, now in the thirty-fifth Ward of the City of Philadelphia marked as Nos. 1. 2. 3. and 4 on a Certain 
Plan or survey made thereof in January A.D. 1890 by W. C. Cranmer Surveyor and bounded and described as 
follows to wit: 
 
Beginning at a corner in the middle of Poquessing Creek and extending thence partly by land of Sarah H. 
Cannell and partly by land of E. Hall, North twenty-nine degrees forty one half minutes West four-hundred 
and sixty-three feet and fifty-hundredths to a stone set for a corner of the said Sarah H. Cannells land and in 
the line of a Grave Yard marked No. 4 on the said plan, belonging to Byberry Township, a stone in this line 
on the hill fifty feet from the middle of Poquessing Creek,  
 
Thence along the line of the Grave Yard and by land of said Sarah H. Cannell, South forty-nine degrees, 
twenty-seven minutes West fifty-five feet and eleven one-hundredths to a stake set for a corner of this and 
the said Sarah H. Cannell's land and in the line of land of the late Francis A. Drexel on a Road leading from 
the Red Lion Hotel to the Byberry Meeting House nine feet and twenty five hundredths from the East side of 
the said Road,  

 
Thence along the West line of the said Grave Yard and the East line of said F.A. Drexel's land crossing the 
road obliquely, North fifteen degrees twenty-eight minutes West five-hundred and fifty-five feet and fifty- 
hundredths to a stake set for a corner in the line of the late Francis A. Drexel lands nine…(Editors Note: 
skipping through this deed and excluding information which is unrelated to the Public Burial Ground)…  
 
To the first mentioned point and place of beginning containing Eighty-Two Acres & One-Hundred and 
Thirty-Three One-Thousandths of an Acre be the same more or less…  
 
Excepting and Reserving thereout All that Certain lot of ground as a Burying Ground as aforesaid marked 
No. 4 on said plan and belonging to Byberry Township bounded and described as follows to wit: 
 
Beginning at stake in the road leading from the Red Lion Hotel to the Byberry Meeting House in the line of 
the said late Francis A. Drexel's Lands and a corner of said Sarah H. Cannell's land known as the gravel pit lot 
and extending thence by the said Drexel's land: 
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                    Partial Abstract of The Byberry Public Burial Ground and Related Deeds – Deed Continued: 
 
1st July                  1891                               Charles F. Trego            Edward DeVeaux Morrell (continued)           TG.79.427    
 

North fifteen degrees twenty-eight minutes West two-hundred and five feet and seventy-hundredths to a 
stake set for a corner, (N. 15º 28’ W. 205 & 70/100th ft.) 
 
Thence by land marked No.1 on said plan of which this is a part the three following courses and distances to 
wit:  
North fifty two degrees thirty minutes East one-hundred and sixty-seven feet and ninety-eight-hundredths to 
a stone set for a corner, (N. 52º 30’ E. 167& 98/100th ft.) 
 
Thence South four degrees thirty-three minutes East one-hundred and eighty-two feet and seventy-five- 
hundredths to a stone set for a corner, (S. 4º33’ E. 182 & 75/100th ft.) 
 
Thence South forty-nine degrees twenty-seven minutes West two-hundred and two feet (S. 49º27’ W. 202 ft.) 
to a stone set for a corner of the original tract of which this is a part and of said Sarah H. Cannell’s gravel pit lot  
 
And still by the same course and by Sarah Cannell's land fifty-five-feet and eleven-one-hundredths (55 & 
11/100th ft) to the place of beginning containing Nine-Hundred and Two One Thousandths of an Acre, 
(902/1000th Acres) be it the same more or less, 
 
Being the same premises which Joseph Tomlinson and Martha K. Tomlinson his wife by Indenture bearing 
date the Sixteenth day of June A.D. 1891 and intended to be forthwith-recorded… 1st of July 1891. 

 
8th July               1891                                      Charles A. Porter             Edward DeVeaux Morrell                      TG.67.320  
According to a survey made in 1888 by George Webster Containing 81/100th of an acre in the former Township of Byberry, 
Bordering the Public Burial Ground, Being the same premises, which Sarah N. Cannell, by indenture dated 16th June 1891 granted 
to Charles A. Porter in fee, recorded in Deed Book TG.67.219, being the same premises which John Lardner by indenture dated 
the 10th of May 1871 granted to Sarah N. Cannell in fee, recorded in Philadelphia Deed Book JAH.146.34. 
 
16th March         1920                                       Louise Drexel Morrell             Thomas E. Coale                          JMH.809.239   
Estate of Edward De Veaux Morrell now belongs to his widow Louise Drexel Morrell.  This Transaction: 59 & 4264/10000th 
Acres bordering The Byberry Township Public Burial Ground. [Measuring 201 ft. 7-¾ inches fronting Red Lion Road, 182 ft. 9 
inches across the back; one side being 171 feet 11 in., and the opposite side measuring 257 feet 1¼ inches.] “…Restriction that no 
building or buildings for use other than private dwelling or dwellings…shall be at any time erected within One Hundred feet of 
the said Red Lion Road.” 
 
31st December        1925                                        Thomas E. Coale              Louise Drexel Morrell                JMH.2258.379 
ALL THOSE CERTAIN tracts or pieces of land with the restriction that no building or buildings for use other than private 
dwelling or dwellings or to cost less than $25,000.00 shall be erected at any time within 100 feet of the said Red Lion Road, and at 
least (15) feet from any side or rear lot…  
 
5th March                1926                                        Thomas E. Coale       Crestmont Farms Improvement Co.    JMH.2177.331  
Mentioning Public Burial Ground belonging to Byberry Township. Outlining several other Deed Restrictions… 
 
27th December        1926 Louise B. Morrell, Widow and Catherine M. Drexel, Singlewoman                               JMH.2296.575 
                                                                                             The Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Colored People 
 
27th October            1928                                         Crestmont Farms                 Elliot Daland                            JMH.2867.343  
[Lots 41 subject to building restrictions]  now 10720 Meadow Lane – Thomas Holt 
 
24th Novvember      1931                                         Crestmont Farms                Henry Wessel Jr.                        JMH.3433.332 
[Lot 42 subject to building restrictions] “partly along land of Byberry Township” 
 
15th December         1931                                         Crestmont Farms                Mary E. Eickhoff                       JMH.3455.338 
[Lot 38 subject to building restrictions] now 10701 Ellicott Road – David Rybas,  
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15th December         1931                                          Crestmont Farms                Mary E. Eickhoff                      JMH.3455.339 
[Lot 39 subject to building restrictions] now 10701 Ellicott Road – David Rybas, 
 
15th December         1931                                            Crestmont Farms              Mary E. Eickhoff                      JMH.3455.340 
[Lot 44 with building restrictions], now 10720 Crestmont  “along the rear end of lot No.44 and the land of Byberry Township” 
 
16th July                   1936                                      Louise Drexel Morrell               Vlon N. Morris                       DWH.146.329  
[Two Lots - subject to building restrictions] now 10700 and 10710 Crestmont Avenue… 
 

ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or parcel of ground in TORRESDALE, in the Thirty-fifth Ward of the City of 
Philadelphia, bounded and described as follows, to wit —  
 
BEGINNING at a point no (0) feet, nine and one-eighth (9 & 1/8th) inches Northeast from the intersection of the 
centerline of RED LION ROAD (33 feet wide), with the Northwest side of CRESTMONT AVENUE (as laid 
down on the confirmed City Plan 80 feet wide); 
  
THENCE extending along said Northwest side of CRESTMONT AVENUE North 65º46'42'' East One-Hundred-
Twenty feet, one and one-quarter inches (120 ft. 1 & ¼ in.) to a point of curve;  
 
THENCE continuing along said Northwest side of CRESTMONT AVENUE on a line curving to the left having a 
radius of 700 feet, the distance of Ninety-four feet, Eight and seven-eights inches (94 ft. 8 & 7/8th in.) to a corner of 
Lot No. 44, laid out on a Plan of Crestmont Farms Improvement Company, dated February 15th, A.D. 1926; 
 
THENCE extending along said Southwest side of Lot No. 44, North 49º42'29'' West Two-hundred twenty-eight 
feet, Five and three-quarters inches (228 ft. 5 & 3/4th in.) to a corner in the rear end thereof, and in line of Land of 
a Public Burial Ground belonging to Byberry Township;  
 
THENCE extending along said land belonging to Byberry Township, South 43º55'42'' West One-Hundred-Fifteen 
feet, Two and one-half inches (115 ft. 2 & ½ in.) to a point in the bed of RED LION ROAD;  
 
BEING THE SAME PREMISES which THOMAS E. COALE et ux by their Indenture bearing date the 31st day 
of December, A.D. 1925, and recorded in deed book J.M.H. 2258, page 379, etc., granted and conveyed unto 
LOUISE DREXEL MORRELL in fee; and also —  
 
BEING a part of two separate parcels of land, one of which CHARLES A. PORTER et ux by their Indenture 
bearing date the 8th day of July, A.D. 1891, and recorded in Philadelphia in Deed Book T.G. 67, page 320 etc., 
granted and conveyed unto EDWARD DE VAUX MORRELL in fee;  

 
and the other thereof which CHARLES F. TREGO et ux by their Indenture bearing date the 1st day of July, A.D. 
1891, and recorded in Philadelphia in Deed Book T.G. 79, page 427 etc., granted and conveyed unto EDWARD 
DE VAUX MORRELL in fee.  
 
…AND the said EDWARD DE VAUX MORRELL, being so seized, departed this life on the First day of 
September, A.D. 1917, having first made his Last Will and Testament … 
 
UNDER AND SUBJECT, nevertheless to the same building restrictions and conditions covering the adjoining 
properties as fully set fourth in a certain Deed and Agreement between CRESTMONT FARMS 
IMPROVEMENT COMPANY, and THOMAS E. COALE, dated the Fifth day of March A.D. 1926, and 
recorded in Philadelphia Deed Book J.M.H. 2177 page 331, etc.,  
 
and further UNDER AND SUBJECT to the additional restriction that the said tract cannot be subdivided into 
more than approximately two equal parts, and that only one detached dwelling may be at any time hereafter be 
erected on each lot. 
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24thAugust             1945                                         John Hart                   Township of Byberry                Deed Box 105 Z  
John Hart (the grandson) 30th May 1786 - One Acre Burying Ground to the Overseers of the Poor of the Township of Byberry, 
“…to be a Burying Ground Forever.” [Acknowledgement by City of Philadelphia Law Department Found in City Archives]. 
 
8th July                   1950                                         Vlon N. Morris                Armand Johnson                   CJP.2730.153  
[Lot formerly of Louise Drexel Morrell, subject to deed restrictions of Subdivision No.4].  
Now: 10700 Crestmont Avenue – Armand Johnson. 
  
8th July                   1950                                          Vlon N. Morris                Harry V. Hackert                  CJP.2730.157  
[Lot formerly of Louise Drexel Morrell, subject to deed restrictions of Subdivision No.4].  
Now: 10710 Crestmont Avenue  – Harry V. Hackert & Wanda. 
 
22nd August           1950                                           Vlon N. Morris                 Armond Johnson                CJP.2730.153 
10700 CRESTMONT AVE - JOHNSON ARMAND 
 
22nd August            1950                                           Vlon N. Morris                Harry V. Hackert                 CJP.2730.154-157 
10710 CRESTMONT AVE - HARRY V HACKERT, & WANDA 
 
23rd May           1968    Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament for Indians and Colored People                          JRS.118.439-447 
                                                                                                              The City of Philadelphia 
ALL THAT CERTAIN lot or piece of ground, situate in the Sixty-sixth Ward of the City of Philadelphia … BEGINNING at a 
point on the southerly side of Ellicott Road …. to a point on the westerly side of the Red Lion Road  … to a point on Crestmont 
avenue — extending along the side of Knights road … containing three acres and two hundred, ninety-five ten-thousandths acres 
BRT/OPA Number: 662215110 aka 10725 KNIGHTS RD 134,918 square feet= 3.09729 acres.  
 
DEED BOOKS: NOTES & DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise noted, all deed books are from the City of Philadelphia.  
 
This compilation of deeds with various excerpts and transcriptions are a good faith effort at accuracy. When an error was 
suspected or detected, it was noted.  
 
Transcriptions & excerpts of Philadelphia Deed Books may or may not be 100% accurate, as they were copied and extracted from 
microfilms, which were copies of older deed books, which were extracted from an original deed, transcribed and certified by a 
City Notary. The City’s Notary is not immune to human error and may have incorrectly transcribed any given deed or book.  
 
Patent Books (as cited) are located on-line in RG-17 Records of the Land Office (PHMC). The Mortgage Books used in this 
compilation are located in the Philadelphia City Archives, and those books appear to be the original books (not copies), 
containing original signatures and were transcribed by me. 
 
The words or phrase Byberry Township Public Burial Ground et al. was intentionally underlined for emphasis & clarity. It was 
not (or rarely) underlined in the deed books and mortgage books.  
 
Several deeds which did not directly impact the Byberry Public Burial Ground, were intentionally by-passed, as they were too 
numerous to include or not germane. Humberston Skipwith of Prestwould, Mecklenburg Virginia (1791-1863) is an example. 
 
Humberston Skipwith had ownership interests in Northeast Philadelphia. He issued several deeds (in Trust) to his daughters 
Helen Skipwith Wilmer and Sarah Nivison Cannell.  
 
Most of these deeds were by-passed due to the length & complexity, as they were “equity exchanges,” dealing with his daughters’ 
ownership of Slaves in Virginia. Slavery being abolished in Pennsylvania, the Slaves could not be legally sold or transferred here. 
 
I assume no responsibility for the discovery of errors within several deed books or for their corrections.  
 
This abstract is presented unwarranted. 
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APPENDIX — A: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY TOWNSHIP 
 
 
                                1ST JUNE 1703 – TOWNSHIP OF BIBURY PRESENTS A PETITION TO LAY OUTT A ROAD 

                             
                                                            ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 14TH JUNE 2014 
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
           7TH DECEMBER 1703 • PETITION • ROAD BETWEEN MILL ON POQUESSING CREEK AND RICHARD COLLETT 

          
                                                            ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 14TH JUNE 2014 
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
                          7TH DAY OF 10BR 1703 • PETITION OF RICHARD COLLETT & OTHERS • ROAD FOR THE MILL 

                       
                                                           ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 14TH JUNE 2014 
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: 
 
                7TH DECEMBER 1703 • ORDER • ROAD BETWEEN MILL ON POQUESSING CREEK & RICHARD COLLETT 

                
                ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 14TH JUNE 2014 
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
5TH DAY 7TH MO. 1704 • PETITION • ROAD FROM MILL TO GILBERTS LANDING • WHICH IS OUR MARKET LANDING 43 

 
ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 2ND JUNE 2014 
 

To the Honourable - Justices of the peace at the court of Quarter Sessions of Philadelphia The fifth day of ye seventh 

month 1704 Whereas there hath been an old Road through the township of Bybury and down to ye mill on Bybury 

creek and to a Landing called Gilberts Landing which is our market Landing from Philadelphia and some Endeavours 

hath been used to Establish ye said Road whereupon we the inhabitants of the sd township have had a - consultation 

a bout it and we conclude that all proceedings that hath been of it is of none Effect and so null as if nothing hath 

been done at all. Now therefore we Humbly petition and request that you will be pleased to grant us an order that ye 

said road may be Laid out according to Law and that six men of our neighbor Hood (who are not interested in ye 

Lands where ye Road is to be) may be appointed to Lay out the said Road Begining at a Bridge called Run Bridg on ye 

creek called poetquosinck creek and from thence in the most convenient place through our township as near to ye 

meeting house as may be and to the ford of the same creek at Andrew Banksons there called Bybury creek in order to 

ye aforsaid Mill & Landing and you will oblige us who's names are hereunto subscribed.  

 

                                                 
43

 “John Gilbert was one of the earliest settlers in Bensalem, but the place of his landing is not known to the present generation.” 

Davis, W. W. H. The History of Bucks County, Pennsylvania: From the Discovery of the Delaware to the Present Time. Doylestown, Pa: 

Democrat Book and Job Office Print, 1876. 159. Web. 23
rd

 of March 2012. <https://archive.org/details/ldpd_8671657_000>.  

https://archive.org/details/ldpd_8671657_000
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
5TH DAY 7TH MO. 1704 • PETITION • ROAD FROM MILL TO GILBERTS LANDING • WHICH IS OUR MARKET LANDING 

 
ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 2ND JUNE 2014 
 
Richard Collett 

John Carver 

William Walton                                                                                                          [This Petition Granted And] John Hart, 

Daniel Walton                                                                                                            Rich.d Collet, John Brock, Wm. Shubley 

Thomas Groom                                                                                                          who are to lay it out and Return  

Alexander Moad                                                                                                         it the Next Court - 

Henry English 

Jo: Hart 

Wm. Carver 

John Hybert 

John [Brock] 

Michael Butcher 

Samuel Gilbert 

John Turner 

Thomas Walton 
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
                           • ROAD FROM MILL TO GILBERTS 44 LANDING • WHICH IS OUR MARKET LANDING • 

 
Image Courtesy of Pennsylvania Commonwealth Land Office RG-17 - Scanned Records (See: illustration on page 35) 
 
Walter Fforrest made his Last Will on the 18th day of the 1st month 1691/2, which states:  
 

I give and bequest unto my wife Anna fforrrest the one half of my two mills (one in Salem County N.J.) and the other 
in Bybury in Pennsylvania, with half the land belonging to me…45 
 

John Kaighn: 
 

John Kaighn, also written Kaighin and Kaighan, came to America from the Isle of Man, England… He was married, 

1693, to Ann, daughter of William Albertson, of Newton township, Gloucester county, West New Jersey, and widow 

of Walter Forrest, of Bybury, Bucks county, Pennsylvania, a miller by trade and occupation. John and Ann (Albertson) 

(Forrest) Kaighn had one child Ann, born in Bybury, June 24, 1694. The mother died July 6, 1694, and the daughter 

died unmarried in 1715, according to a will executed October 22, 1715, of "Ann (Cain) Kaighn, daughter of John of 

Gloucester county, bequeathing lands, lots, house, &c. to her father, John Kaighn, and after his death to brothers John 

and Joseph Kaighn." John Kaighn, the father, was executor of the will, which was proved November 27, 1720. 46 47 

 
 

                                                 
44

 Note: John Gilbert’s Landing became the Red Lion Inn: Philadelphia Deed Book: E.7.vol.8.109, John Gilbert to Nicholas Vandegrift & 

Robert Caille of London on the 19
th

 of the 10
th

 Month 1711, also See the illustration on page 35 of this document. Robert Caille sold the 

property to John Anthony De Normandie & John Abraham De Normandie. A Public-House was opened in 1730 by Phillip Amos (aka 

Ames, who leased it from De Normandie). It was purchased by his widow, Ann Amos in 1742. It was then conveyed to Edward Hill of 

Dunk’s Ferry, Bucks County in 1754 by her Last Will. In 1766, the Executors of Edward Hill sold it to Thomas Barnsley, who in 1767 

sold it to John Kidd who had married Sarah Hill, widow of Edward Hill. (Both Barnsley & Kidd were members of the American 

Philosophical Society as well as a Dr. John Denormandie of Bristol). John Kidd held the Red Lion throughout the American Revolution, 

and in 1782, sold it to Alexander Edwards. On page 8 of this document is a survey showing John Kidd & the Red Lyon Inn. 

See: The Bucks County Gazette, Bristol, Pa., p.3. Web. <https://www.newspapers.com/image/37091371/>. See: Philadelphia Deed Book 

i.4.120 John Kidd to Thomas Barnsley, 19
th

 September 1767, (Several Bucks County Deeds are Cited within). 
45 Fforrest, Walter Bybury Pa. Will-Book A-198, Philadelphia City Hall on Market Street. 
46

 Lee, Francis B. Genealogical and Memorial History of the State of New Jersey. Vol. II. New York: Lewis Historical Pub. Co. 1910. 

436. Web.4
th
 August 2016. <https://archive.org/details/genealogicalmemo02leef>. 

47
 Historical Society of Frankford. Papers. Vol. 2, no.5. "History of the Torresdale Mill." J. A. Bonner. Phila: Dispatch Pub. House. 1916. 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/37091371/
https://archive.org/details/genealogicalmemo02leef
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
LAST DAY OF 8ber 1709 • PETITION • BYBURY & LOWER DUBLIN ROAD TO PHILADELPHIA FROM POQUESTON CREEK 

 
ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 2ND JUNE 2014 
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APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY  
 
17TH AUGUST 1841  — A PETITION FOR BRIDGE OVER POQUESTION CREEK NEAR THE RED LION TAVERN  

 
ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 23RD JANUARY 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 74 

APPENDIX — A — CONTINUED: COURT OF THE QUARTER SESSIONS — PETITIONS OF BYBERRY 
 
29TH MARCH 1842  — BRIDGE OVER POQUESSING CREEK, AT THE FORD NEAR THE RED LION TAVERN  

 
ACCESSED PHILADELPHIA CITY ARCHIVES 23RD JANUARY 2015 
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APPENDIX — B — 
 
The Bridge Separating Philadelphia From Bucks County – Replaced the Fording Road in 1843 

 
Bridge over Poquessing Creek on Red Lion Road - 24th of August 2014. Courtesy – J.J. Menkevich 
 

 
 Corner-Stone: Bridge over Poquessing Creek on Red Lion Road - 24th of August 2014. Courtesy – J.J. Menkevich 
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                                 Circa 1917 Photo Bridge over The Poquessing At Torresdale 48  

 
 

 
                        Red Lion Road Bridge over Poquessing Creek 24th of August 2014: Courtesy – J.J. Menkevich  
 

                                                 
48

 Faris, John T. Old Roads Out of Philadelphia. Phila: J.B. Lippincott, 1917. 300. <https://archive.org/details/oldroadsoutofphi01fari>. 

 

https://archive.org/details/oldroadsoutofphi01fari
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                                                   The Red Lion Inn Circa 1730  – Photo Circa 1903 49 

 
 
                                                                  The Red Lion Inn – Photo Circa 1905 50  

                                                 
49

 Gatchel & Manning, Dill & Collins, Chas. Eneu Johnson Co., Keystone Type Foundary, comp. Historic Views of Ye Olde Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia: United Typothetæ of America, International League of Clubs, National Association of Photo Engravers, National 

Electrotypers' Association of America, 1903. 12. Web. 15 Dec. 2014. <https://archive.org/details/historicviewsofy00phil>. 
50

 Humphreys, Phebe W. The Automobile Tourist: Motor Car Journeys from Philadelphia, with Historical and Descriptive Notes. 

Philadelphia: Ferris & Leach, 1905. Web. 15 Dec. 2014.  <https://archive.org/details/automobiletouris00hump>. 

https://archive.org/details/historicviewsofy00phil
https://archive.org/details/automobiletouris00hump
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                                                                                            CIRCA 1940 - RED LION INN 51  

 
 RED LION INN FIRE – BENSALEM, PA. 

The historic Red Lion Inn burned to the ground the morning of December 26, 1991. News WPVI-TV 6 reports. 52 

 Red Lion Inn Fire A Possible Arson, Investigators Say 
Bensalem officials are investigating whether arson triggered the raging fire that destroyed the historic Red Lion Inn 

in the early morning of the day after Christmas. Bensalem Police Capt. Jack Robinson said investigators had found 

signs that the inn had been burglarized before the fire. They speculated that the burglary might be linked to the 

blaze. "It appears that a cigarette machine and a juke box had been tampered with," Robinson said on Monday. 

Officials are continuing the investigation with the help of a crane, which is being used to lift debris from the site. 

The intense fire caused the building's roof and three floors to collapse, leaving only the soot-covered brick walls 

standing. No one was injured, but the inn's owner, Joe Mannello, 52, of Yardley, suffered chest pains when he 

arrived at the scene and saw the flames consuming the restaurant he had nurtured for almost 20 years. He was taken 

to the intensive-care unit at Lower Bucks Hospital. A spokesman there said Mannello was transferred to another 

hospital on Sunday. The 261-year-old inn on Bristol Pike, most recently an Italian restaurant, was a Bucks County 

landmark. It served as a stage-coach stop on what in the 1700s was called the King's Path, the only road joining 

Philadelphia, Trenton and New York. 53  

 1994 Red Lion Inn Meets Wrecking Ball 54 
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 Web. 5
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                  King’s Highway Bridge over Poquessing Creek  - The Red-Lion Hotel in the Background - Circa 1901 

 
Above Photo: Courtesy of Philadelphia City Archives – Accessed 2nd of November 2015 
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